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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT

Reap—the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Revenue Settlement,
Land Records and Agriculture), No. 170, dated 5th May 1898 :—

Read—the following letter from the Hon’ble Mr. G. G. ARBUTHNOT, Chairman,
Chamber of Commerce, to the Secretary to the Commissioner of Revenue
Settlement and Director of the Department of Land Records and Agri-
culture, dated Madras, 16th February 1898, No. Nil:—

With reference to the correspondence that passed between the Chamber and the
Board of Revenue last year regarding cotton forecasts, I have the honour to invite

your attention7 to the “ First forecast of outturn” just issued, and dated the 10th
December 1897.

The Chamber notices with | tigfaction that the grouping according to varieties
has been adopted. \

As regards the arga.: \'d"-'es‘;f\lmaﬁed outturn, however, the forecast, from a
mereantile point of VIBW.X \leaves much to be desired, and as it is believed to be

; the wish of Governmen't-th?'these reports should be of practical use, which in their
1 resent form they certainly cannot be said to be, the Chamber begs to offer the
W k\ 5 2\ ﬁ)llowing remarke: _

r = “X‘ﬁorﬁlﬁ‘cﬁop §5 taken to be 50t' 1b. ]Zler acre, and the condition being 53
, - 100 bein@ norma , presdt crop is estimated to yield 28 1b. per acre. As ointe
h Ponrre mayn ﬁﬁ% iﬁg&du' gg: \_pI())nd e, the outturn per Zcre in the pTinnevelly diStriet is

f.:} AGR ‘&uch, %\' than that 1 pl}éxliellary district, and no close approximation of outturn
, = SN M e n evel %Mecte&’ﬁ I\%_ separate unit 1s adopted for each variety. Again, the
2. < Tingevell and, the lﬁ]l;;i stricts are far_apart, and many merchants who deal in
N Sstriet are uhic 2%1%6. with the .othéar dlst;iet. .ﬁn eatllmate to a Tinnevel}y
N >=\}Perc‘,%g orke(&ﬁl}ilz. .i_}el acre is of no value when the outturn is probably
w8 ore like T0 1b. ‘at i Meast:
~ Phe Chamber, fail . what objection there can be to taking a separate unit
fo"l.“éggle’vgrié%; ‘:t ix?tgbgesh culties about it are insuperable, itgappeags that the
“resent unit is far too low. Copies of the following Government forecasts are
enclosed for reference —;; g o b oyl
rovinces, dave e ecember .
L : ((‘8 gﬁﬁﬁfy,’am& the 14¢h December 1897.
. (¢) North-West Provqwes and Oudh, dated the 7t1'1_ December 1897, ;
‘0 an Bres of 652,120 acres gives bales 113,790 or nearly 70 lb. per acre. } As  against
(a) On ol ¥¢% 05,135 do, 127271 or do. 64 ,, the 28 1b.
((2)) ;DSi 11,140,206 do. 168,898 or do. 59 ’ of Madras.

-~ \

R TR A, teresting to know how the figures in the last column of the Madras
R weoglei;?;o the cgn'dition) are arrived at, since 1n most cases they are con-
I‘?.Port (11' Pt varianze with private advices received by members of this Chamber. - It
9“11?;21123;; the condition is generally much under-estimated. During the last few

is

ks some deterioration has been reported, but, at the date of the present forecast,
wee
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3. Exception is taken to the forecast of outturn made in the beginning of
December 1897 as being far too unfavourable, and it is remarked that, at that date,
the condition of the standing crop is generally believed to have been most flourishing.
To this the Board must rejoin that in the beginning of December the rains of the
north-east monsoon, due from October onwards, had in many parts been an entire
failure, and the season had declared itself to be distinctly unfavourable throughout
the cotton-growing distriets. No one intelligently framing at that date an estimate
of the probable yield could anticipate a normal outturn,

4. The Board has often felt doubt as to how far it would be justified in substi- -
tuting a guess of its own for the guesses of the local officers, when the latter appear
unduly pessimistic. On the whole it appears best to frame the forecast on the guesses
of the officers who have actually seen the erop. The merecantile community must
make what allowance they deem right for the undoubted tendency of the Revenue
Tnspectors to under-estimate outturns, '

6. As regards the desire of the Chamber that the forecasts sho
grown in proprietary estates, the Board ivat for
these areas are at present maintained a ired statistics cannot be pro-

cured. If insisted upon, a wild guess might doubtless be framed, but it would
probably be useless or mischievous. ' , :
_ 6. The Nizam’s Dominions are beyond the limits of this Presidency, and the
Board would suggest that the Chamber should address the Nizam’s Government with
8 view to ascertain whether any means of furnishing the desired periodical forecasts
exist.

(True Copy and Extract.)

(Signed) R. V. SRIN IVASIAR,
: Secretary,
To the Secretary, Madras Chamber of Commerce.

Copy to the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department.
5 all Collectors (Divisional officers—Tahsildars).

Reap—the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Revenue Settlement, Land
Records and Agriculture), No. 421, dated 19th N ovember 1898 :—

Read—again Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Revenue Settlement, Land Records
and Agriculture), No. 316, dated 26th April 1897.

Apsrracr.—Stating that the remarks of the Madras Chamber of Commerce in regard to
the official estimates of the outturn of cotton being low are unfounded.

Read—again Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Revenne Settlement, Land Records
and Agriculture), No. 170, dated 5th May 1898.

AnstracT.—Replying to remarks of the Chamber of Commerce regarding the forecasts of
the outturn of cotton, and proposing modifications for the future,

Read—again the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Revenue Settlement,
Land Records and Agriculture), Mis. No, 4745, dated 5th August 1898 : —

Read—the following letter from H. K. BEAUCHAMP, Esq., Acting Secretary,

' Chamber of Commerce, to the Secretary to the Commissioner of Revenue
Settlement and Director of the Department of Land Records and Agriculture,
dated Madras, 28th July 1898 :—

- I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the Resolution of the Board of
Revenue, No. 170, dated the 5th May 1898, replying to the remarks of the Chamber
regarding the forecasts of the outturn of cotton and proposing modifications for the

future.
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villages for which such data are at present alone available. Until a general survey of

proprietary villages has been made, however, anything like accurate fig
- . u
will not be forthcoming. o ¢ B

(True Copies and Extract.)

(Signed) C. BENSON,
Dy. Dir. of L. Rds. and Agri.

To the Secretary, Chamber of Commerce. Jor Secre¢tary

————

Read—the following letter from the Hon’ble Mr. 8. R. TURNBULL, ( bairman,
Chamber of Commerce, to the Secretary to the Commissioner of Revenue

Settlement and Director of the Department of Land Record i
ture, dated 19th Septemberlsgs;p_ nent of Land Records and Agricul

Since the receipt of the Board of Revenue’s Proceedings, Mis. No. 4745, dated
5th August 1898, on the subject of cotton forecasts, this Chamber has been making
further carefu_l enquiries into the standards of yield for the various descriptions of the
staple grownin this Presidency— enquiries which were suggested in the Board of Rev-
e‘uue’s previous Proceedings, No. 170, dated 5th May 1898. The results of the
(‘hamber’s further investigations are as follows: It is found that in districts where
Cocanadas, Westerns and Northerns are grown, the ryot expects ina normal year from
10 maunds of kuppas per acre of red soil, to 12 maunds per acre in black goil (Madras
maunds of 25 1b.). The proportion of cleaned eotton in a maund of kuppas is 26 per
cent., therefore the outturn of clean cotton per acre is from 2} maunds (623 1b.) to 3
maunds (75 1b.) per acre.

In Tinnevellies, where there is a second picking, the average outturn is 143
maunds kuppas (362 Ib.) per acre which gives 90 lb. clean cotton, The actual figures
have been found to be as follows:—

Tinnevellies. Westerns. Northerns.
Taticorin ... 90 1lb. | Adoni v ) g 50 b Proddatur ... 65 1b-
Sattur e 90, ‘ Bellary % o 65 11 e Jammalamadugn 62,
Virudupatti ... 90 ,, | Apantapur Sk Jangalpilly ... 50/60 ,,

Guntékal 64 ,, Moddaneor ... 62/63 ,,
Kurnool 75,
Raichore 75 ,,

(ocanadas—As to these, reports show 623 to 70 Ib. according to soil.

As regards Salems, from similar enquiries, the Chamber has come to the conclu-

sion that the average yield of clean cotton 1n the district is about 70 1b. per acre.
The Board will observe that the above figures differ materially from the rates

laid down in paragraph 9 of the Board’s Proceedings of the 5th ultimo, the latter -

being in each case considerably below the former. The Chamber trusts that the
Board will see fit to adopt the rates whieh it (the Chamber) has compiled and which:
can, the Chamber is convinced, be safely relied upon, as they have been obtained by
European agents from ryots and native cotton-dealers, who are more likely to give
such agents correct information than tliey would be to Revenue officers.

— —

Resolution—No. 421, dated 19th November 1898.

The correspondence quoted above hqu 1'gfereneg to the method in which the
reports and forecasts of the cotton crop il this Presidency should be prepared, and,
amongst others, the question of fixing new average rates of outturn hafx arisen. In
1890 (Board’s Proceedings, No. 39, datqd ]2th. February 1890), the Loqrd, after a
careful investigation of all the information available, came to the conclusion that an
average rate of 50 1b. of cleaned cotton peracre for the whole Presidency was as much

as could be taken to represent a normal crop.

[N
'

e — e

'February 1890—for local cons
~produetion to about 821,000 cwt. per annum.

N ettt
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In deference to the wis#es of the Chamber of Commerce, Madras, in 1897 orders

were issued that in all future reports on the condition of the cotton crop, the area

: should be grouped in a particular manner, so- as. as far as possible, to agree
iigi‘t]ﬁetshe trade des%ﬁipgzns under which cotton is expected from Madras. :
The Chamber thereupon urged, inter alia that it would be advisable, in order to
make the forecasts of outturn more generally useful, to adopt different rates of outturn
for different parts of the Presidency, and, after further correspondence, the Board
resolved to adopt certain rates. To these, the Charober now takes exception, and
guggests others, based on the information at its disposal. The two scales are given

below in comparison :—
Rate per acre of cleaned

Deseription. cotton pioposed by
rtgs Board. the Ohamber‘.
LB. 1B,
‘Cocanadas g koo ig ; 75
Northerns and Westerns 1o e o
~ S&lems -ne v aee e e e s 70 90
Tinnevellies ... 3 .

 The Chamber requests that the rates it proposes may be adopted in future, as it
js convineed that they may be safely relied on. ;

- 9. Before, however, making any farther change, it is advisable to submit the rates

proposed to such tests as are possible.  During the five years ending 1895-96, the

“average areas sown with cotton in Government and whole inam villages amounted to

1,502,000 acres. A mormal crop on this area would, at the rates proposed by the
Chamber, yield 1,032,000 cwt. - At the rates proposed by the Board, the yield would
have been 671,000 ewt. In addition to this, probably 20 per cent. may be added for
pquuction on zemindari estates, and in. native states included. within Madras
districts. . Hor ;

The sea-horne trade statistics show that in the five years ending in 1896-97,
the exports for the Presidency averaged 570,000 ewt. In addition to this an average
balance of 46,000 ewt. was exported by rail, the balance of trade in the latter case
being most erratic. The gross exports ‘would, therefore, for the five years during which
the crop gathered from the areas referred to above was being dealt with,have averaged
on balance 616,000 cwt. : .

An allowance of one-third may be added— Board’s Proceedings, No. 39, dated 12th

umption in spinning, which would bring the average

8. The production and consumption may now be eompared-—- %t

CWT

. Production at rates proposed by the Chamber ... Mg R B L ne ,
P i1 Bk nd dof 1 " Board ... oo DGETRIIEDEO004 O 4
. Consumption and export ... e 34 .. 821,000

1t would therefore dppééi- that the rates adopted by the Board in its Proceedu'lgg,

‘ﬁlo.’f%uﬁ,.dafed 5th August 1898, are much nearer the mark than those proposed by

the Chamber. The Board would attribute the excessive rates of that body to the
difficulty that always exists in framing an estimate, in taking due notice of the
proportions in which lands of good and inferior qualities exist.

4. With the information at present before if; the Board sees no reason to modify
the rates it has hﬁely_adqpted, for, although the reports of the local Revenue officers
as to the probable '{ield from the crops referred to above showed that the yield would -
be a good deal below the normal, there is, on the whole, and taking one year with
another, n‘dt%ing to show that the actual yield was less thannormal. Asalready pointed
out in Board’s Proceedings, No. 170, dated 5th May 1898, it is for the mercantile
community to discount the reports as they deem proper. One source of error will,
however, be removed in the future, in that the system of notation referred to in Board’s

Proceedings, No. 316, dated 26th April 1897, has been given up, and As. 12 will, in
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future, be taken to represent a normal erop. On this sy3tem, the forecasts of outturn
for the five years ending in 1895-96 would have averaged 80 per cent. of the normeal,
which isprobably as far asit would be safe to go so early in the season as January
when the final reports are submitted.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) R. V. SRINIVASIAR,
Secretary.

To the Chairman, Chamber of Commerce, Madras.

Copy to all Collectors ( Divisional-officers and Tahsildars).
,, the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department.

OrpeR—No. 63, Revenue, dated 23rd January 1899.

Miscell The Government is disposed to accept
ot the Board’s views generally.

9. No trustworthy statistics of out-
turn whether of cotton or any other crop are likely to be obtained for zamindaris
and other proprietary estates until a land record establishment is organised for these
areas. Proposals for such establishments are however being framed by the Bqal:d,
and the Government hopes that some progress towards supplying this grave adm1nis-
trative defect in the more important estates will soon be secured.

3. With reference to the Chamber’s request for statistics from native states under
the political control of this Government, the Political Agents for Pudukkéttai and for -
Banganapalli and Sandir will be requested to obtain and submit annually to the Board
of Revenue such statistics as may be available regarding the area under cotton togc_ather ]
with any estimate of the outturn that may seem reasonably trustworthy. The Resident
in Travancore and Cochin will report whether the cotton crop in these states 18 .of
any importance and, if so, whether any useful forecasts can be furnished. With

regard to the Nizam’s Dominions the Chamber should be requested to address the
Resident at Hyderabad.

4. As regards the improvement generally of the Government forecasts for ryot-
wari tracts, His Excellency in Council fears that no systematic effort in that direction
can be attempted until the local agricultural department is strengthened and equipped
with an expert staff competent to undertake and carry out the necessary observations
and experiments. It is observed that for the future As. 12 will be takenasa normal
crop and that this improvement in the notation will remove one source g1 error.

(True Extract.)

ﬁ(-Secretary to Government.

Board of Revenue (Revenue Settlement,
Torbhe Enmeis Land Records and Agriculture).

,, the Political Department
,, the Madras Chamber of Commerce.

Exd. Shaik Karim.

50 Copies.
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