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Administration of the Laccadive Islands.
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2 No. 41, Porrricar, 91a Janvary 1899,

e

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper :—

Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue); No. 315, dated 22nd
November 1898, :

Read—the following letter from 1. C. PARSONS, Esq., I.C.8., Aeting Collector of
Malabar, to the Secretary to the Commissioners of Land Revenue, dated
Calicut, 30th September 1898, R. No. 215-Isl. :— f

I have the honour to submit my report on the administration of the Laccadives
and Minicoy for fasli 1307.

2. 1 enclose two statements showing the receipts and charges under the different
heads. The total revenue from the islands including the proportionate Amin Divi
compensation of Rs. 3,984 aggregated Rs. 69,872-10-9 as against Rs. 54,582-3-6
during the previous year. To meet the working expenses incidental to the adminis-
tration of the islands during the year, Rs. 7,000 were taken from the amount lying
at the Raja’s credit. The total charges of the year amounted to Rs. 65,426-15-2 as
against Rs. 67,608-1-5 in the previous fasli.

3. A consignment of 500 bags of rice was sent over to Minicoy in May 1898 as
the supply of rice on the island was insufficient to meet the demand durihg the
monsoon. Rs. 7,603-4-8 were recovered from the rice contractor on account of rice
entrusted to him for sale in Minicoy in the previous fasli. The amount still due |
him is Rs, 651-6-6 for the recovery of which steps are being taken. The cost )é
the consignment entrusted to him during the current fasli is expected to be recOVer:d
by the 3U0th November 1898, 7.¢., as soon as the articles bartered for rice on tl
island are brought and sold on the mainland. , : B e

4. I subjoin a statement showing the quantities of coir ;
different islands during the last five yeac,,rs S . o imported from the

Quantities in candies of 580 Ib. each. . Increase or

Islands, decrease as

2 ¥ . compared

Fasli 1303, Fasli 1304.|Fasli 1305, Fasli 1306 Average. [Fusti 1307, Vith tho

| £ average.

Agathi . s o s 241 228 216
et Ve O Sl 354 285 368 o s -2t O
Androth va oe v v 132 418 268 258 26 375 44
T e e T 381 825 302 367 v i
Minicoy A e s S 182 51 a1 1 454 87
il - 63 » — 63
otal .. 1,281 1,363 L

) , 1,198 1,153 1,247 1,543 + 296

No coir was imported from Minicoy in the fasli und
of the fire and cyclone that visited the island during the?r:evli)g;’; Iggll;abl%l?s A e
from Androth is due to the previous year’s supply which was not wholl bx? mcgza:e
(tihe r:lauilandt ?;nng ll)eel} rlelceived during the year. The excess uner K(:;geni ;g
relii) Vgr:dlfms ¢ whole of the rent due on the pandaram (crown) lands having been

No. 41, Porrrrcar, 9ra Janvary 1899. 3

s

5. All the coir imported was sold during the fasli. The price averaged Rupees
35-9-9 per candy against Rs. 34-6-5 in the previous year. The increase is
attributable to a rise in the price of coir in the local markets. No first-class eoir was
imported from any of the islands.

6. The quantity of cowries imported amounted to 9 candies 7 maunds and 11 Ib,,
against 9 candies and 11 lb. This, together with last year’s stock, was put up to
auction, but not sold as no reasonable bid was obtained. .

7. No tortoise shell was imported during the fasli. :

8. No loan was taken from the imperial treasury. But advances, amounting to
Rs. 7,000, were taken from the amouunt held in deposit in the treasury in favour of the
Raja.

9. When the accounts were adjusted on the last day of the fasli after paying
peshkash due on account of the islands there was a balance of Rs. 4,445-11-T to
the credit of the Raja. This amount has been held in deposit as required by Board’s
Proceedings, Mis. No, 2018, dated the 1st May 1896, The balance at the end of the
fasli in favour of the Raja is as follows :—

RS. AL P.
Balance at the end of the fasli 1308 oy ey 24,506 14 9
Balance in favour of the Raja at the end of the fasli 1307, 4,445 11 7

Total ... 28,952 10 4

10. The islands were not visited durinz the year. The last visit was
Mr. Hewetson’s in 1895-96.
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6 No. 41, Pouiticar, 91H Janvuary 1899.

Reference on the above, No. 1166, dated 15th October 1898.

From paragraph 5 of the letter read above and from the statement of receipts
_ which has accompanied it, it would appear that the entire stock of coir, including the
unsold balance of the previous year, was

c. . 18 * gold during fasli 1307. But according t
. vi sstock .. 116 4 - ” 2 g to
grnigog ot o e yeursetoek 51 1s43 o o the particulars of import in paragraph 4
LTI of the Collector’s letter and those of sales
Quantity sold during thoyear .. .. 1,545 923 1n the statement of receipts, 89 and odd
s ek i adit ~ candies of coir should have remained
) T T R .. 30 6 9 unsoldat the end of the year as shown
T in the margin*. The C(ollector is

requested to explain the discrepancy.

9. According to paragraph 3 of the Collector’s report for fasli 1306, a sum of
Rs. 10,364-8—6 was outstanding at the end of that year on account of rice supplied to
the Minicoy islanders in quember‘1896 and May 1897. _ A sum of Rs. 7,693-4-8
having been recovered during fasli 1307,"the balance still due should ke Rupees
- 92.671-3-10. DBut in paragraph 3 of the letter read above, the Collector says that
the balance due is only Rs. 651-6-6. 1t is presumed that the difference was
recovered in the current fasli. . '

3. The peshkash adjusted for the year is Rs. 11,3€3 instcad of Rs. 11,383-0-11,

the usual amount. The omission of 11 pies should be explained. .
4. In paragraph 5 of the Collector’s letter, ibe average sale-price per candy of
coir is quoted as Rs. 35-9-9. It is not understocd how this rate was calculated.
The rate anived at with reference to the

4+ AiRs. 54,725—14—1 for 1,645 candies 9 maunds 23 1b. Parti(\ula’s Of sulcs in Blaten:ent I iS
Q“ﬂnﬁ? Rs, 35-6-7.1

$ Year. imported. 5. The cowries imperted during tle
P ol e L DU IR R 57’ 13 i? !asfi thr_ee years I rcamgin unsold owing
180K wp  aRA b g 5 v o it is said, to the absence of resvnable
? 1807 .0 se e e weToee ¥ 10 1ids at the auction s1és. The Collector
Total .. 26 2 9 jgrequested to rewrt how he proposes to

aspuse of the stock now accumulating.

h 9 of e Collector’s letter, the clos?ng _balance for fasli 1307 is
621 Intpa:a ﬁf?},)usm of the balance shown in the administration report for fasli
f‘?fl,fe,,oﬁ]e eollector is requested to state whether the accounts have heen revised

with reference to Board’s Proceedings, Mis. No. 2072, dated 4th August 1898, and
the prescribed separate interest accounts opened.

7. Tt is presumed that the system of sale by tender instead of by public auction
was adopted in disposing of coir during fasli 1307, as in faslis 1304 and 1505 and
presumably also in fasli 1306.

8. An early reply should be sent to the present reference.

(Signed)  LIONEL DAVIDSON A
Acting Secretary.

To the Collector of Malabar,

Read—the following letter from F. C. PARSONS, Esq., 1.0.8.. Act;
Malabar, to the Becretary to the Comm’issio%:‘rs of ,Lan(glnkgevggldectgrt o(f
Calicut, 3Uth October 1898, R. No. 235-Is]. :— e, date

Adverting to Board’s Reference, dated 15th instant, No. ]
to state as follows. . » No. 1166, T have the honour

Paragrapk 1 of the Board’s reference,—The discrepancy referred to is due to the

balance of the previous year’s stoc}_(, viz.,. 41 candies 16 maund :
pavivg Leen included by mistake in the imports during fasl;i Ii%ogi.an'(ll‘ht }xl;p?)itsw;:

N B e .o, e . e e SIS A IS, . o . S i retrs

No. 41, Poriricar, 9tu JaNuvaxy 1890,

given in the following statement, amounted only to 1,504 and not 1,543 candies as
stated in paragraph 4 of my letter, dated 30th ultimo, No. 215-Isl. :—

- 2

Quantities in candies of 560 Ib. each. Increase
or de-

] l crease ae

Islands. ’ . compared

Fasli 1303. | Fasli 1304, Fasli 1305., Fasli 1396.] Average. |Fasli 1307.| with the

| | average.

Agathi .. - ¥ .o . 241 228 216 189 218 277 -+ 659 P

Kuvarathi o¥ vy ] P 354 285 368 316 331 376 -+ 45
Androth e o os =% 132 418 268 256 268 437 169
Kalpeni P oF 8 e ae 372 381 325 392 367 414 47

Minicoy oe os .e ve 182 b1 21 o8 63 e — 63.

Total ..| 1,281 1,363 1,198 1,153 t 1,247 1,504 + 257

Paragraph 2.—Particulars of the amount due on account of rice supplied to the
Minicoy islanders are given below :— '

RS. A. .
Price of 700 hags of rice supplied to Minicoy 5,087 10 9
Price of 34 bags of rice supplied to gumastah and hospital

staff at Minicoy S 24810 0
Charges incurred for the shipment of 700 bags to Minicoy. 532 0 0
Freight paid to a Minicoy vessel on 300 bags at 6 annas per

DAL I 1o Byviess afrreal T 4 112 8 0
Freight paid to a Minicoy vessel on 6° 3 bags at 6 annas per

bag ... ' g 258 0 0O
Price of 988 bags of rice supplied to ﬂ;inicoy e AL89T) T 8,039 9 0
Weighing and shipping charges of 988 bags shipped over to

Minicoy ke Sve ovh 86 2 9

_ Total .. 14364 8 6
(a) Add landing charges at Minicoy ... o 133 8 0
Total ... 14098 0 @
(6) Deduct price of 34 bags of rice supplied to the Minicoy .
island gumastah and hospital staff and recoverable
from them and ‘mot from the rice contractor .. 248 10 0

Balanee « ... 14,239 .6 6

———

(¢) Amount recovered in fasli 1306 ... -3 an 4000 0 0
Amount recovered in fasli 1307 ... cig e 7,693 4 8
(d) Amount written off under Board’s Proceedings, Mis.
‘ No. 2977, dated 10th August 1847 Gt |
(¢) Price of 116 bags of rice distributed ameng the poor
and those who suffered during the cyclone ... <3 1,080 14~ £

807 13 0

Totgl ... 13588 0 0

Balanee‘due 651 6 6
Totali= .5 149289 8.4:8

Out of Rs. 1,086-14~4 referred to in item (e) above, Rs. 58-1-0 were recovered
during the past fasli. A great portion of the amount is, however, irrecoverable, as the
rice was ordered by Mr. Dance to be supplied gratis, to those who had no means of
paying at all and who were absolutely starving. The island gumartah was, however,
directed to prepare a list of such persons showing the amount supplied to each, so that
the price may be recovered from them later on. The officer next visiting the islands
will be rcquested to enquire and report as to what portion is recoverable and what
should be written off ' By

J
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£ S — 3,298 island Tice to p €T
Total ..| 67,608 | 65,427 | p15; Was aerzéc Under special Piti};:n ]tlmlco
’ T en
€ase, because the usu:lt;:;e

of Sultan Musa Ali Raja was discontinyed municipal tax Island funds of * th
ued ; €s on t.he mainland propert;

ment Order, No. 121, Political, dated 2

4. The Collector
: quotes the n
year as a surplus of Rs. 4,415 et result of th :
Re. 30,996-7-10. The former remond the ¢ e financial administrati
: mer resalt hag }, otal surplus at credims':ratlon e
t of the Raja as

peshkash demand a sum of R een arri
50 of Al i s o e instnd of e, 11 §esos o raras the
gs' 11.751-5-8 has i rec(wé::g)phg: to Minicoy 1n P’ 8?—0—11 as usual.
i ; Rs. ik
overnment Order, No. 506, Political, dateg%t :; 3;01 has bee:n:vrlx’,:;?’ :ﬁsl::zdg:
uly 1897, and Rs, 1,i
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i b e S
9
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No. 41, PoLiTiCAL,

I e e e e

651-6-6 are believed to be
orts that the amount was

of the outstandings only Rs.

recoverable. As regards the remainder, the Cotlector rep
distributed under instructions from Mr. Dance among ien who had no means of
beolutely starving, and that the officer next visiting the

nquire and report as to what portion 18 recoverable and

are outstanding. Out

paying for it but were a
islands will be requested to ¢ : tion ; ;
what should be written off. 'Ihe result of the proposed investigation will be awaited.
6. The question of deputing an officer for the mext iqspcctiqn of the islands
and the arrangements to be made for the conveyance of the’mspe.:tlon party 1s ULOW
under reference {o Government (vide Board’s Reference No. 1209, dated 28th Letvber
1598). 4
(True Copy and Extract.)
(igned) LIONEL DAVIDSON,
Acting Secretary.

Government, Political Department.

To the Chief Secretary to
ment, Bevenue Department.

Copy to the Secret to Govern
,!,)y N e()(:lle(at'.?)ll"y of Malabar.
Oxper—No. 41, Political, dated 9th January 1899.
Recorded. ‘

-

“(True Extract,)

for Chicf Seeretary.

To the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue).
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