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G.0., No. 472, 13th J uly 1898,
JULY.
The Calicut-Cannanore Railway alignment and the French territory
about Mahe.
Drawing the attention of the Revenue Department to certain correspondence showing the
2 correct delimitation of the dependencies of Mahé nortk of the river as affecting the alignment of

the Calicut-Cannanore Railway in view to the withdrawal from circulation of any plans which
do not show the correct boundaries of those dependencies.

q




GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following papers :—

: : " : Ao
tract from Inspection Report by the Consulting Engineer for Railways, Madras,
. ﬁ(‘:x:x the alignI@,nent of the Calicut-Cannanore Railway, dated 28th August 1897.

. Alignment past French territory.—The following is a sketch of how the
qnest}:n ‘gf !{he bmﬁldaries of French territory at Mahé affects the rallv’vay- align-
ment. The French not only possess the piece of land south of the Mahé river on
which the town stands, but also a largish 'dumb-bell shaped piece to the .north of. the
river, isolated both from their town territory and from the sea by a strip of British
territ’ory. They also admittedly possess the ruins of three old forts—Great and Little
Callaye and St. George—all on the top of one hill and within a few hundred yards of
each other. Of these old forts, however, they possess merely the actual ruins, and the
three are not only isolated infer se, but isolated also from the dumb-bell shaped area
~ already referred to. The survey party unfortunately became possessed of a tracing of
a map, obtained I understand from the Revenue Survey authorities, in which not only
were these three isolated ruins shown as lying inside a circular piece of French land,
but this little piece of land was shown as connected by a narrow neck with the neigh-
bouring dumb-bell shaped piece of French land. This narrow neck was shown as ran-
ning right athwart the only valley by which the railway could creep round to the sea
on the west after passing Mahé town and crossing the river, unless very undesirable
curves were adopted and a longer alignment, so as to keep the railway between the
river and the ruined forts. This rendered it necessary for the survey engineers to
make the great diversion to the east and to go in for the heavy cuttings which will be
seen on the index plan and seetion between miles 37 and 45.

12. Evidence of old records of French boundaries.—Having obta_ingd the old papers
from the Chief Secretary’s office I found that, after long negotiations, having as
their object the giving of effect to the provisions of the Treaty of Paris of 1814, the
Government of India in their No. 1882, Foreign Department, dated 13th May 184X,
directed the Madras Government to make over to the French the dumb-bell shaped p]o’E
« and the three detached points called Fort George and the Great and Small Callaye.
Again in a subsequent letter, dated 13th July 1849, the isolation or detachment of
these three points was very strongly emphasised, and this Government were mf(?rmed
that “no territory yielding revenue is to be considered as belonging to the“tl.)ree
forts.” In subsequent correspondence the dumb-bell piece is referred to as tl,l’e four
villages ” and the forts as “ the three points,” or ‘“the three detached points.”” Later
on I find a bi-lingual agreement, signed by the French and English Commissioners on
the 4th November 1853, in which all boundaries of the French territory north of the
river, that is of the four villages comprised in the dumb-bell sha;:?d piece, were very
exactly defined, and also “the three detached points or posts (** des (rois points
détachés ou postes”) of Forts George and Great and Llftle Callaye ; and all were
recorded as having been made over on that date by the Lng}lfsh to the French Com-
missioner. . This convention or procés verbal was finally notified and reported to the
Honourable the Court of Directors in accordance with Madras Government Minutes

%
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in douneil, No. 1252, dated the 23rd September 854, and in these minutes a § in the
forts are referred to as “the three detache® points or posts.” A perusal;’ these

papers convinced me that the Revenue Sufvey map which caused the lor detour '/

to the east to be made was quite wrong, and that the route through the deep valley
between the forts and the French village lands was perfectly free for the railway.

13. Interview with M. le Chef de Service.—I had the honour of an interview with
M. Peuvergne, Chef de Service at Mahé, and having referred to this matter with
great caution, with the assistance of Mr. Strange, who speaks French fluently, I
was pleased to hear M. Peuvergne say that he had always heard that the French owned
the bare structures only (* les batiments seulement”) of these forts. This was subse-
quently confirmed a few days later on the ground by a casual remark of a resident
cultivator from whom we were trying to find out where, on the map, we were standing.
Thus this question of the troublesome neck across the only valley available for a satis-
_factory route from the Mahé river northwards has been set at rest,and a survey must
now be made on the revised alignment. The ground is undoubtedly a bit eramped,
but I think that 2,565 feet curves, or at worst 2,149 feet, will get the line through all
right, as there is really but little choice of detailed alignment.

Order—No. 695 R., dated 21st September 1897.

The report read above, omitting the confidential paragraphs 11, 12 and 13, will
be communicated to the Agent and Manager, Madras Railway, for information and
necessary action.

- 2. The attention of the Political Department is drawn to paragraphs 11, 12 and
13 of the report.

3. A copy of these proceedings will be forwarded for the information of the
Government of India with reference to paragraphs 1 and 2 of their letter, No. 1352-R.C.,
dated 17th August 1897.

(True Extract.) .

(Signed) FRANCIS J. E. SPRING,
- Offg. Jont Secretury to Government.

To the A‘gent and Manager, Madras Railway.
-,  Political Department.
»  Consulting Eogineer for Railways.

Extract from Inspection Report by the Consulting Engineer for Railways,
Madras, dated 10th September 1897.

10. The Calicut-Cannanore Railway.—The Consulting Engineer's inspection notes
on this line will be found separately reported with G.0., No. 695 R., dated the
21st September 1897. Tt is very important, for climatic and other reasons, that work
upon this extension should be begun on soon after the cessation of the north-east
monsoon as may be found possible. An interview was arranged with M. Peuvergne,
the Administrator of the French Colony of Muhé, and it was settled with that gentle-
man, after a personal inspection of the ground, that the line on the south of the Mahé
river should be kept as close as possible to French territory eonsistently with non-
infringement of the piece of frontier which is at present in dispute. Certain doubts
with regard to the possibility of carrying the alignment at the north of Mahé river,
so as to avoid French territory without a long and expensive detour, were set at rest
when it was ascertained that the views of the local French authorities were in unison
with those of the Consulting Engineer as deduced from a study of the old records of
the Madras Secretariat. The doubts arcse out of a mistake in a certain plan furnished
on what seemed reliable authority to the Madras Railway Kugineer, which seemed
to show that there was not enouch room to slip round to the sea shore between the
parts of French territory lying south of and north of the river, and that, therefore, an
expensive detour would be necessary. '
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¢ certain difficult parts of the alignment it was settled that further trial lines
ghould be run, and it is expected that a better line and a more economical line to
construet and to work may result from these trial lines.  ,In the opinion of the
Consulting Engineer and of the officers of the Madras Railway Company it will un-

doubtedly be necessary to continue the line beyond Cannanore to the important trading

village of Baliapatath, whence many miles of backwaters, rivers, and canals form valu-
able feeders for a railway. Full details are to be found in the separate report on the
Calicut-Caunanore Railway.

G.0., No. 773 R., dated 5th October 1897.
G.0., No. 704, Political, dated 5th November 1897.

MEMORANDUM.

No. 2512.

The Collector of Malabar is requested to be so good as to forward the revised copy
of the plan, the original of which was drawn up by the Civil Engineer of the Seventh
Division. It is referred to in the deed of transfer executed by the English and French
Commissioners on the 4th November 1853, and, according to its details, the cession of
the territory north of the Mahé river was carried out. It appears to have been
forwarded to Government through the Collector of South Arcot with Mr. Conolly’s
letter No. 1777, dated 23rd August 1854, but it does not appear to have been retained
in the Government office. 1f the original is not available, a certified copy, if such

exists, should be forwarded.
(Signed) A.T. ARUNDEL,
24th November 1897. Chief Secretary.

To the Collector of Malabar.

From G. W. DANCE, Esq., Collector of Malabar, to the Chief Secretary to Gov-
ernment, dated Calicut, 6th December 1897, No. 2897-Pub.

With reference to Government memorandum No. 8512, dated 24th ultimo, I
have the honour to submit herewith a copy of the plan, the original of which was
drawn up by the Civil Engineer of the Seventh Division.

G.0., No. 593 R., dated 20th April 1898.

Letter from the Agent and Manager, Madras Railway, No. 9075-A. 325, dated
15th April 1898.

I have the honour to forward herewith, for your information, copy of a letter
addressed to me by the Company’s.Chief Engineer on the subject of the alignment of
the Calicut-Cannanore Extension near the French Settlement of Mahé.

ENcLosuREs.

Lerrer from the Chief Engineer, Madras Railway, to the Agent and Manager, Madras
Railway, No. C. E. 162, dated 13th April 1898.

I have the pleasure to enclose you a copy of a letter, No. 228-H.A. 98 of 11th
March 1898, forwarded by the Collector of Malabar to the Engineer-in-Chief, Calicut-

(,;axﬂmﬁ]gre Extension, on the subject of the alignment near the French Settlement
0. ane,

2. It will be observed that the Collector has now reeorded that the proposed rail-
"anaspes entirely through British territory and does not touch the French territory
or land in dispute between the British and French Governments.

o
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3. I consider that Mr. A. B. Strange, the Executive Engineer who was in charge!
of this portion of the final location, deserves great credit for having so laid out the
line that it traverses tht narrow neck of British land which separates two large detached
plots of French territory at Mahé, and avoided any land that was under dispute. The
Collector’s letter finally disposes of a subject over which it was at one time thought

there would be considerable trouble and correspondence.

* Lerrer from the Acting Sub-Collector, to the Collector of Malabar, No. 228 H.A-98,

dated Tellicherry, 11th March 1898.

In returning herewith letter of the Executive Engineer, Calicut-Cannanore Survey,
received with your endorsement No. 190 P., dated 31st January 1898, T have the
honour to state that the Administrator of Mahé whom I have consulted on the subject,
writes to say that the proposed railway line from Calicut to Cannanore passes entirely
through British territory and does not touch the French territory or land that is in
dispute between the two Governments. The tracing is also returned.

No. 631-Pub.

True copy forwarded to the Executive Engineer. Calicut-Cannanore Survey, with
reference to his letter No. 73, dated 27th January 1898.

e

No. 140. ‘
True copy to the Chief Engineer for information.

(Signed) G. A. F. FRENCH,
6th April 1898. Lngineer-in- Chief Calicut-Cannanore Ertension,

Order—No. 593 R., dated 20th April 1898.
Communicated to the Political Department with reference to G.0., No. 695 R.,

dated the 21st September 1897.
(True Extract.)

(Signed) FRANCIS J. E. SPRING,
Joint Secrelary.
To the Consulting Engineer for Railways.
Political Department.

»

Ozrper—No. 472, Politieal, dated 13th July 1898,

The correspondence regarding the transfer to France of the dependencies of
Mahé, north of the river, is printed as an appendix to these proceedings. The papers

E.M.C. No. 875-6, Revenue, dated 20th July

1853.
E.M.C., No. 314, Political, dated 26th August

1853.
EM.C., No. 1053, Revenue, dated 16th Sep-

tember 1853.
E 1&.0., No. 1252, Revenue, dated 23rd Sep-

tember 1854.
EM.C., No. 787, Revenue, dated 5th June

1855.

posts and that, as pointed out by the Consulting Engineer, the four villa
connected by French territory with the three detached pomtsi

quoted in paragraphs 11 to 13 of the
report of the Consulting Engineer for
Railways, dated 28th August 1897, and
the letters noted in the margin show con-
clusively that| the territory restored in
1853 compri the four villages of
Paloor, Pandaquel, Chambarra and Chali-
carra and the three detached points or

posts of Fort St. George, the Great and |

the Little Kalaye without any of the
territory in the vicinity of these detached

2
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.

|

:
ges are not |
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to rest upon grounds so strong as that to the four villages n

Ma]gsty’s Government still view this question as involved %n dou(l))t 'thbeuzogg:lry,ngz
anxious to terminate a dispute, which has been so long pending b,y viewin gin th
most favourable light the demands of France, they will refrain from contin%iu the
contest of argument with respect to the detached posts above mentioned. P

With regard, however, to the Cori 1 1

: ) oringotte territory, the undersigned must at on
declare that Her Majesty’s Government can enter into no negotiatio% respecting (:Zh(::
ter(xi'ltory, since 1t 1s perfectly clear to them that it was never a possession of France
and that she has consequently no right whatever to claim its cession. ’

This fact seems to be quite sufficient] i
y established by the words of M. de Mel

(tihe Governor of the French Settlements in the East Indies, who, in his repor: :3171
Elrg:tss;ed to hlstGovernment in 1831, stated distinetly “ Qu’il n’y a ,pas lieu 4 donner

rhar el et A arE A 3
Nair‘”ux pretentions exprimées par les Commissaires Francais sur le pays de Coringot

Without entering therefore into further ar 1

: _ : gument to establish the negati

right to this territory on the part of France, Her Majesty’s Government feefth?;isgvzl:

compelled to deny t i 3 ]
respgeting iz. eny that right, and must therefore decline to prolong the discussion

Ordered to be communicated to the Board of Re ith i i

) venue with inst

in concert with the Collector of South Arcot in charge of the Speciaﬁéta?tﬁst%idgg‘&

ﬁgﬁ’oﬁli }feqllx1§1te mea;t.sure(s1 f(l))r gi?vmg effect to the decision of the British GmPem
e claims preferre rance t in distri i .

e b e y ce to certain districts as dependencies of the

(True Extract.)

Signed H D T
Copy to the Board of Revenue. teigabd) ICKINSON.

o Collector in charge of the -
e Special Agent’s Department, Cuddalore.

Letter to the Secret Committee of the Court of Director l
s, No.
10th December 1846. i e

Secrer D
% No. 4 of 1846, ARms,

Tee HonN’BLe THE Secrer COMMITIEE OF THE
y :
HoxN’BLE THE CourT OF DIRECTORS OF THE

' East INp1a
Hox'BLE Sirs, Couranr.

1. We have the honour to reply to the following despatches :—

* » . * * »

[Lettér dated 3rd July 1846.]
3. We caused this despatch to be communicated to the Board of Revenue with

Transwmit copy of a note from the Secretary of State for instructions to adopt, in concert with the

Foreign Affairs addressed to the French Ambaseador i . 1
Londou conveying the decision of Her Majl:sty?:uﬁ);ni:? S Lol AT e charge of the

, . : : . S A ! s d ] v e
:?;:r;)gs d(;ma.‘nedred céﬂl tl:eui;ower nabt)ie ) n::e 'esoelf.'tham e e g 2 t’ e g o
pendenci ivi isi
o e Ieasures fOl' glv‘lng eﬁeet to the deClSlon

French Settlement of Mahé. 2
of the British Government on the claims

Liod by P AR . :
i);:h eérre y France to certain districts a8 dependencies of the French Settlement of

»

We have, &e.,

(Signed) H. CHAMIER.

Forr St. GeorGE, {in 3 H. DICKINSON.

10th December 1846.

Letter to the Government of India, No. 462, dated 12th October 1847.

PoriticAL. DEPARTMENT.

Extracr from Minutes of Consultation, Fort St. George, dated 12th October 1847.

Reap—the following paper : —

No. 9. From W.D. DAVIS, Esq., Collector in charge of the Special Agent’s Depart-
ment, to J. F. THOMAS, Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort
St. George, dated Cuddalore, 17th September 1847, No. —.

Adverting to an Extract from the Mi

* The Sub-Collector in charge of the Speecial
Agent’s Department to the French Govern-
ment, dated 5th October 1846.

From the French Government in reply, dated
7th October.

From the French Government to the Speeial
Agent, dated 23rd August 1847.

The Special Agent, South Arcot, to the Collector
of Malabar, dated 27th August 1847.

From the Uollector of Malabar in reply, dated
3rd September 1847, with an enclosure.

N

nutes of Consultation, dated 31st August
1848, No. 61, I have the honour to sub-
mit the correspondence noted in the
margin for the information of the Most
Noble the Governor in Council and
request to be favoured with their senti-
ments as to whether the several claims
against the French Government alluded
to in the concluding part of the British
Commissioner’s reply to the French Com-
missioner’s memoir and submitted to
Government on the 28th December 1828,
have been over-ruled by Her Majesty’s

Ministers, or should now be insisted upon as a necessary sequence to the transfer of
the villages, ete., about to be made to our neighbour.

In the event of Government deciding the foregoing point in the negative owing
to the sentiments expressed in the 6th paragraph of the Earl of Aberdeen’s note
to the address ‘of His Excellency the Count de St. Aulaire, I beg to state that I do not
consider it advisable to communicate to the French Goverument the views enter-
tained by the Collector of Malabar regarding the assimilation of the supply of
tobacco to that of salt, in consequence of the system which prevails in supplying the
latter article having been regulated by the Convention signed at London on the 7th
March 1815, whereas the contraband trade which appears to be carried on in the
former may be easily remedied by placing some additional chowkies at the frontier,
and by permitting only the bond fide produce of the soil of the French villages to pass
free of duty into Mah¢é when duly accompanied by a permit granted by some com-
petent French authorities, agreeably to the custom which prevailsin South Arcot, and

is found sufficiently satisfactory.

ENCLOSURES.

From D. WHITE, Esq., Sub-Collector in charge of the Special Agent’s Department,
to His Excellency Monsieur POUJOL, Governor of the French Establish-
ments in India, dated Cuddalore, 5th October 1846, No. —.

Having received instructions from the Board of Revenue to take measures for
making over to the French Government the villages of Palour, Pandaquel, Chambarra

and Chalicara in the vicinity of Mahé, as also of the three detached points called
Fort George and the Great and Small Calaye, 1 have the honour to request your
Fxcellency will favour me with your wishes as to the manner in which they are to
be transferred to your Government, whether you will be pleased to depute a special

agent from Pondicherry to receive them, or whether you will issue your instructions
to the authorities at Mahé upon the subject.
I have the honour to remain, with sentiments of the highest consideration

and respect, etc.

From His Excellency Monsieur PUJ OL, Governor of the French Establishments in
India, to the Collector and Special Agent at Cuddalore, dated Pondicherry, Tth

October 1846, No. —.

I’ai Ihonneur de vous accuser réception de votre lettre du 5 de ce mois et de
vous faire connaitre en réponse, qu’aussitot la réception des instructions qui doivent en

3

——

-
—————
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¢tre transmises de France ct que me parviendrout sans doute prochainement, je
m’empresserai de vous informer des dispositions que ]’arreteram)s pour la prise d% posses;
sion par Vadministration Francaise des aldées de Palour, Pandeguel, Cham 1:1:ra. et
Chalicara ainsi que des points du Fort St. George, du Gragd et du Fetit Calaye qm
dependent du territoire de Mahé, & la cote Malabare, &c, &e.

—

[ Translation.]

i i J Istablishments in
His Excellency Monsieur PUJOL. Governor of the French Establis
s Ilr?dia,x :g tie %ollector of the Southern District of Arcot and Special Agent at

Cuddalore, dated Pondicherry, 23rd August 1847.

1 -Collector in charge, during your absence, informed me on
the 5%11‘- (?Zt}cl)g:; t]};ie4 SSlll?atC he had I'eeeivedg i,nstrueti%ng from the Board of Revenue
at Madras directing the transfer to the French Government of the old dependencies
of Mah¢ upon the coast of Malabar, comprising— :

The Aldees or villages of Paloor, Pandaguel, Chambara and Chelacara, the
detached Points of Fort St. George, and Great and Small Calayes.

Mr. White requested to be favoured with my wishes as to the measures to be
adopted for making over these several portions of territory. On the 7th October
I informed him in reply that previously to acting upon his commuuication to me,
T was desirous of receiving from the Marine and Colonial Departments certain instruc-
tions which had not yet reached me. ; :

I have since been informed that the concluding of the arrangements entered into
between the two Governments in Europe depended upon certain other measures in
which it was necessary to be agreed in order to prevent misunderstanding, and to
avoid difficulties which might take place in India. - .

The last mail from Europe has conveyed to me the instructions which I awaited,
and T now find myself in a position to determine for the French Government the

measures required for making over the territories to be transferred.

Lord Aberdeen in a note, dated 1st July 1846, despatched to the French Ambas-
sador in England, announced that the Cabinet at London would issue instruetions for
the Honourable Company to effect the transfer to the Government of Pondicherry of
the points above indicated, also of the net revenues of the four transferred villages held
in reserve for that purpose since 1817.

Lord Palmerston in a letter addressed the 17th April last to the Embassy of
France, declared that he entirely adhered to that note.

Mr. Hayes, Sub-Commissary of Marine, now Chief of Mahé, will be commissioned
by me to receive from the English authorities (whom you will choose and oblige
me by naming) the transferred territories. 1 will consequently transmit to him the
necessary powers. d1 1 :

I would request you to direct the transfer which is to take place to be effected in
the usual manner, upon the production of a detailed plan indicating with perspicuity
and accuracy the situation, the extent and the limits of the four villages, and the
‘detached points included in the transfer in question. It is upon similar plans that
the transfer of the settlement of Mahé in 1817 and of the lodge of Calicut were made.
This plan, which will be signed by the French and English Commissioners, vs:xll be
attached to the deed declaring the transfer—one copy will remain with the French
Government and be submitted for my definite approval, the English Government
being left to reserve to itself the same right on its side.

I would request you moreover to issue instructions in order to the collection
accounts of Tellicherry showing the position of the cultivators and other sources of
revenue at the period of the making over, as also to all the records concerning the
territories restored to France being delivered to Mr. Hayes.

As soon as you will have made known to me the arrangements takeu by you, the
Chief at Mah¢ will be requested to place himself in communication with the functionary
who will act for the Honourable Company.

11

As for the payment of the sums due to the French Government on aecount of the
accumulated revenue of the four villages upon deduction of the cost of management,
1 would desire that it take place, if possible, at Cuddalore in the same manner as that
of the four lacs and thg indemnity for the salt-pits. W hatever relates to this payment
is foreign to the question of the transfer, and may be regulated between your Govern-
ment and that of Pondicherry, it will only be required to receive at Cuddalore the
particulars of the account to be stated, and the Collector of Malabar will forward to
you the documents necessary for its examination. If, however, the forwarding of these
documents be attended with any difficulty, I would see no objection to the account
being adjusted at the very places by the English and French Commissioners, with the
exception of the settling of the payment at Cuddalore. On this account also I will
awalt your instructions for my communication of them to Mr. Hayes.

In the note of Lord Aberdeen which I have quoted above, His Excellency
expresses his apprehension that the restoration ordered will be followed by an ang-
mentation in the collection of the English customs, in order to prevent the attempts

which may be made by smugglers to whom this increase of territory will offer fresh
facilities for fraud.

There is but little foundation I believe for this apprehension,—it arises from an
inaccurate and insufficient information of the localities. The portions of territory
which will be given up to France upon the Malabar Coast have scarcely any import-
ance by themselves; they are of no consequence in a commercial and agricultural point

- of view, they are at a distance from the seashore situated in the midst of the English

possessions, their inhabitants consume scarcely anything coming from without, and
export but a small portion of the produce of the soil. ~One cannot then perceive in

admitting the conditions (of the transfer) the signs of a troublesome contraband, or one
deserving of attention.

At all events, should you deem it advisable to adopt the sentiment offered by
Lord Aberdeen, I will freely give my concurrence to the measures which you may
judge proper to propose, and, after having examined them in common with yourself,
I will submit them ( so far as they concern the French Government) to the Marine
and Colonial Departments at Paris, which has announced its intimation of holding itself
in communication, upon the matter, with the Cabinet at London. Should anything
rest to be done, it will suffice I think to act at Mahé as at Poudicherry, and to require
passes or Rowanahs specifying the growth, kind and destination of the commodities
exported from one point to another of the French territory in crossing the English
territory. This will be required only in respect to commodities of the country.

From W. D. DAVIS, Esq., Collector in charge of the Special Agent’s Department,

Caddalore, to H. V. CONOLLY, Esq., Collector of Malabar, dated 27th
August 1847. ;

I have the honour to transmit copy of a comimunication received from the Board
of Revenue on the subject of the transfer from your district of four villages with the
amount of their revenues held in reserve since 1817, and of three detached points to
the French Government, and to enclose, for your information, copy of a letter addressed
by this department to the Governor of Pondicherry with transcript of His Excel-
lency’s reply and shall fecl obliged by your favouring me with your opinion as to the
manner in which they are to be transferred, and whether you have any objection to

meet the ¢ Chef de Service ”’ of Mahé as Commissioner on the part of the British
Government to effect the said transfer.

I also request to be favoured with a return showing the amount of the arrears of
the net revenue of the four villages in question for submission to the Board of

‘Revenue previous to its being paid.

From H. V. CCNOLLY, Esq., Collector of Malabar, to W. D. DAVTS, Esq., Collector

in charge of the Special Agent’s Department, Cuddalore, dated Calicut, 8rd
September 1847, No, 1414/1847.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 27th ultimo,
with its enclosures, on the subject of the transfer of four villages, with the amount of



. 12

their revenues held in reserve since 1817 and of three detached points, to the French
Government, and requesting my opinion as to the manner in which they are to be
transferred and whether 1 have any objection to meet the Chief of Mah¢é for the
purpose. .

2. The transfer might be effected in the same manner that Mahé proper was
made over to the French in February 1817. The most important part of the preli-
minary arrangement will be to ascertain and define as accurately as possible the
boundaries of the villages, &c., about to be transferred. I have therefore applied to
the Civil Engineer for his assistance in this respect.

I would propose that Mr, Chatfield, the Sub-Collector in whose range the villages
in question are situated, be empowered to meet the Chief of Mahé as Commissioner ou
the part of the British Government, to effect the said transfer after the preliminary
arrangements shall have passed my revision. But if it is considered a point of
importance that I should be the Commissioner, I must of course be so.

3. I would take this opportunity of drawing your attention to the report which
the Commissioners (General Fraser and Mr. Sheffield) addressed the Government under
date the 28th December 1828, by the 9th paragraph of which it would appear that the
surrender of the villages ought to be followed by our possessing the privilege of
collecting customs at Mahé. Nothing on this subject is said in the orders now under
consideration. If this privilege is not conceded, Government will have to entertain a
heavy expense on account of establishment that it will be absolutely necessary to keep
up to protect the revenue derived from the tobacco monopoly and sea customs.

4. The French Government may perhaps feel inclined to provide against the first
loss by determining tbat their settlement at Mahé shall no longer be allowed to be
used by unprincipled natives as a mere smuggling dep6t as it iSnow. All that would
be necessary is to introduce the system under which the supply of salt for the use of
their subjects is regulated to let us furnish them at the wholesale price with as much
tobacco as may be required and to let its introduction by others be contraband.

The return called for in the last paragraph of your letter is under preparation and
will be submitted as soon as completed.

From H. V. CONOLLY, Esq., Collector of Malabar, to Captain F. C. COTTON, Civil
Engineer, 7th Division, Ootacamund, dated Calicut, 3rd September 1847,

No. 1408/1847.

Instructions having been received to transfer to the French Government four
villages and two detached points in the vicinity of Mahé, and it being necessary that
at the time of restoration maps defining the boundaries of these villages be inter-
changed between the British and French authorities, I have the honour to request
you will be good enough to take early measures for tracing the line of boundary and
preparing a descriptive list of the same, according to the information that will be
given at the time the survey may be going on. The transfer will, it is expected,
take place as soon as I may receive an answer to a letter I have this day addressed
to the Collector of South Arcot.

No. 10. Order thereon.
Ordered in consequence that the following letter be despatched :—

No.11. From J. F. THOMAS, Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort St.
George, to G. A. BUSHBY, Esq., Secretary to the Government of India,
dated Fort 8t. George, 12th October 1847, No. 462.

In forwarding for submission to the Government of India copy of a letter from
the officer in charge of the Special Agent’s
17th September 1847, with enclosures. Department at Cuddalore, I am directed
by the Most Noble the Governor in Council

to bring the following circumstances under consideration.
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In 1828 the British Commissioners * for the investigation of the claims of the

R B Rl L T S8 4 _I*‘rench.Govorr}ment at Mahé, after record-
Agent for Foroign Sottlome ;::fr’ pecial Ing their opinion thereon, claimed, on the
W. Sheffield, Esq., Colldotor of Malabar. p_ar}tl of the British Governmeut, certain

j ? rights upon Mahé, whi i
(til(:rnll*‘ant _?lmce 1816, their furthet: copsideratign havill)l(;g been th’en s&(;gengzg ul:éili
e Irench Government should bring its territorial claims under discussion in Europe.

The British elaims which were declared by the Commissi ¢
1ncontestible in every point of view ” are as fol)l’ows :—0 it 208 ogatgall 1) o

e J .
¢ Ist. ““ A tribute of five hundred and thirty-two Tellicherry fanams + and three
+ Equal to Rs. 106-6-4, hundred and sixty-five robbins $ of rice
# 50 seers or 70 Ib. per annum payable by the French to the

of the tenure by which the Maké lands are hl:;ldg}?h 0 ot o Tl Yty ot

g % p Sa
Zud. “ The sole and exclusive privilege on the part of the English Government
N.B—Rospocting this claim, the present Col. 10 levy duties and customs on all imports
Jelct_:or of Malabar in_ his letter, dated 3rq4 and exports at Mahé by land or water
& ﬁlmo, says, if .t]hm privilege is not conceded, Whether belonging to the European or
8 veii-:ement will have to entertain a heavy Native inhabitants of that settlement, to
wifle s ‘;lll) smz;ll';t noﬁ c:sﬂsf;l:)‘y:gfﬁnt that tl: the Krench Government or to individuals

- . :
protect the revenue derived from theptolll)gcco Wlt-h by dae only oot following
articles :—1Iron, gunpowder, shot, firearms

monopoly and sea customs,
i i3 Pednant b -
the French Government, which are exempted fr;‘rlx(l2 edtlilﬁf’:’r LRI it ooy Cprasy of

3rd. “ A right on the part of th i
: e English Government to have its own custom
aouse and officers on the same spot where the Cartenaud Raja’s custom house

formerly stood within th i - ¢ :
customsyabove Dol € precinets of Mahé for the collection of the duties and

In a note which the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs addressed to the
Vide enclosure to the despatch from the 8 French Ambassador in London. couveying
Committee of the Court of Director:, de::;it the decision of Her Majesty’s Ministr? og
3rd July 1846. the several claims advanced by the

: Government of France, express m ti
;fafaogt r;ﬂelgi glolsgsp;'feffﬁ'rod b}i the Bﬁitish Commissioners, and,witg refereﬁzel(;?n

: eir reply to the memoir of the French Commissio

:anv;ﬁzz?e;;dtéz rg%lllleesgztto bf} uiformed whether those claims should now bebre;flzsr’l)]r:

v ¥ 20 iy < L
ettt B e r of Malabar as Commissioner on the part of the British

Report of the Commissione dat
S December 1828, with 25 enckr:;ure:. g

President’s minute, dated 19th October 18 fho_original papers on the subj
‘ : 30. i ] ubject
Extmct_ Minutes of Consultation, dated 21st as noted in the margin are herewith %or-
October 1830, warded which it is requested may be

From Secret Committee of the Court f Di returned wh 1
5 gt e ey u(iy 113812%0- en no longer required.

EM.C, No. 221, dated 2nd June 1848,

Poriticar DerarTMENT.

Extracr from the Minutes of . ~
Phlifionl Donasbimant. of Consultation, No. 221, dated 2nd June 1848,

o8 Reap—the following : —

From H. M. ELLIOT, Esq., Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign De-

partment, to the Chief Secretary to t
dated Fort William, 13th May ?éig, IEII 3. (l}fggfnment of Fort 8t. George,

Your letter of the 12th October 1847, N ith i
he 12t ( y No. 31, with its several encl “havi
been under the consideration of the Governor-G:aneral in Coulll.a(:il:l lica(r)lslufiei?egtt‘:iu:o

inform you, in reply, that the villages of Paloor, Pundaguel, Chambana and Chalicara
E 4
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in the vicinity of Mahé and the three detached points called Fort George and the
Great and Small Calaye should, in the opinion of His Lordship in Council, be made
over to the French Government without any reservation. :

P.8.—The original papers received with your letter are,herewith returned.

—

No. 221.

Ordered that the foregoing letter be communicated to the Collector in charge of
the Special Agent’s Department for his information and guidance in reference to his
letter of the 17th September last.

Fort St. GEORGE,
%nd June 1848.

(Signed)  F. J. THOMAS,
Chief Secretary.

General Letter to the Honourable the Court of Directors No. 8, dated
: 18th July 1848.

PoriTicAL DEPARTMENT.

General Letter to the Honourable the Court of Directors of the East India Com-
pany, dated Fort St. George, 18th July 1848, No. 8, Political Department.

* * * * *

10. Adverting to paragraph 3 of our despatch in the Secret Department, dated
10th December, No. 4 of 1846, we have
the honour to transmit a communication
from the officer in charge of the Special
Agent’s Department at Cuddalore, request-

i - ing further instructions regarding the

claims of the British Government on the French Government at Mahé which we

submitted to the Government of India bringing at the same time the following circum-
stances under consideration.

11. In 1828, the British Commissioners ® for the investigation of the claims of

) the French Government at Mahé, after

* Lieutenant-Colonel I. 8. Fraser, Special Agent recording their opinion thereon, claimed

W Sfl(;rﬁ? ‘ﬁe‘i}‘ Seté]"l’lm’:’ts' £ Malah on the part of the British Government,

Fag o, v e gy A s T g e certain rights upon Mahé, which had lain

dormant since 1816—their further consideration having been then suspended until the
French Government should bring its territorial claims under discussion in Europe.

M.C., 12th October 1847, Nos. 9 and 11.
M.C., 6th June 1848, Nos. f and 4.
Collection No. 6 in the packet.
Annexed #hid, paragraph 33.

12. The British claims, which were declared by the Commissioners to. be * per-
fectly incontestible in every point of view,” were as follows :—

1st.—*“ A tribute of five hundred and thirty-two Tellicherry fanams‘l‘Aand
+ Equal to Rs. 106-64. ° :?;s; h;lzdred and six;{-fli)vetgob;)ins tl,l (t):
e » er annum, payable by the Frenc
B oo Bt 7.0 e the English Gc;vernment in acknowledg-
ment of the tenure by which the Mah¢ lands are held.

2nd.§—** The sole and exclusive privilege, on the part of the English Govern-

ment, to levy duties and customs on all

§ N.B.—Respecting this claim the present imports and exports at Mahé by land or
Collector of Malabar in hisletter, dated 3rd water, whether belonging to the Euro-
ultimo, says : “ If this privilege is not pean or Native inhabitants of that settle-
conceded, Government will have to enter- 1 ant to the French Government or to

tain a heavy expen t of estab- 5. % <23 ’
Yadivs ot vﬁ]atpeit% :ﬁlacﬁ;’:n a%s olut:}) y individuals with exception only of the

neces:ary to keep up, to protect the revenue 10l10Wing articles—iron, gunpowder, shot,

derived from the tobacco monopoly and firearms and rice—imported bond fide for

gea customs, the use of the French Government which
are exempted from duty.”

PNy
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_ 3rd.—* A right on the part of the English Government to have its own custom
house and officers on the same spot where the Cartenaud Raja’s custom house formerly
stood within the precincts of Mahé for the collection of the duties and customs above

stated.

13. In a note which the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs addressed to the

French Ambassador in London conveying

Vl'de OUC!OSUI'O to the despatch fl'.0m the Secret the decision Of Her.Majesty’B Mlmstry on

g"é’"}‘:ﬁtt"‘l’s‘;ﬁsm" Court of Directors, dated the several claims advanced by the Gov-

B Y ; ernment of France, express mention is

not made of those preferred by the British Commissioners, and with reference to para-

graphs 154 and 158 of their reply to the memoir of the French Commissioners, we

requested the Government of India to inform us, whether those claims should now be

regularly advanced by the Collector of Malabar, as Commissioner on the part of the
British Government or not.

14. The Government of India having, in reply, stated that in their opinion the
yillages of Paloor, Pundaguel, Chambana and Chalicara in the vicinity of Mah¢ and
the three detached points called Fort George and the Great and Small Calaye, should
be made over to the French Government without any reservation, we caused instruc-
tions to be issued accordingly.

* * * » *

E.M.C., No. 9, dated 15th August 1848.

SECRET DEPARTMENT.

Extract from Minutes of Consultation, No. 9, dated 15th August 1848, Secret
Department.

Reap—the following :—

From the Honourable the Secret Committee of the Honourable the Court of
Directors, to the Right Honourable the Governor in Council, Fort St. George,
dated East India House, London, 23rd June 1848, No. 1324. :

In a despatch, dated the 10th of December 1846, you informed us that you had
instructed your Board of Revenue to adopt the requisite measures for giving effect to
the decision of the British Government on the claims preferred by France to certain
districts as dependencies of the French Settlement of Mahé., Neither we, nor the
Court of Directors, have received any further papers from you on that subject, but
the French Minister in this country has addressed to Her Majesty’s Secretary of State
for Foreign Affairs, a letter of which a copy is enclosed, complaining that the instruc-
tions issued from Fngland had not been carried into effect. We direet your imme-
diate attention to the French remonstrance; and we trust that you will shortly put us
in possession of such information as shall enable us to make a satisfactory communica-
tion to Viscount Palmerston.

My Lorb,

A la suite d’'une longue correspondance entre les Gouvernements de France et
d’Angleterre sur une rétrocession de territoire démandée par la France & Mahé sur la
cbte de Malabar, Lord Aberdeen, dans une note datée du L Juillet 1846 et adressée &
M. de Ste. Aulaire, s’experimait dans les termes suivants :—

 “ After a careful re-investigation of the whole matter, and upon a review of all the
arguments by which the different opinions have at various times been supported, Her
Majesty’s Government have come to the conclusion that the claim made by the French
Government to the four Aldees, Paloor, Pundaguel, Chambana and Chalicara, should
be aamittea. }

¢« Her Majesty’s Government are prepared therefore to comply with the demand
of the Government of France with regard to the four above mentioned villages and to
cause the arrears of the net revenue of these villages to be refunded.

Lo~Dres, le 3 Juin 1848.
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“ Her Majesty’s Government are also disposed to admit the claim which the French
Government have advanced to the three detached points called Fort George and the
Great and Small Calaye. They do not, however, consider the claim to these points to
rest upon grounds so strong as that to the four villages. On the contrary Her
Majesty’s Government still view this question as involved in doubt; but being most
anxious to terminate a dispute which has been so long pending, by viewing in the
most favourable light the demand of France, they will refrain from continue the
contest of argument with respect to the detached forts above mentioned.”

Le précédent Gouvernement Francais ayant accepté les conditions préeitées telles
que le Uabinet Britannique les proposait lui méme, le Gouverneur de nos établissemens
dans ’Inde fut autorisé & regevoir les Dépendances deMahé et leurs revenus accumulés
depuis 1817. Il s’est en consequence adressé au Gouvernement de la Présidence de
Madras par une communication en date due 23rd Aoiit 1847 ; mals aucune réponse
ne lui a encore été faite.

Le Gouvernement de la République me charge, my Lord, d’appeler de nouvean
Pattention de votre Excellence sur cette affaire en vous priant de vouloir bien donner
les ordres nécessaires pour en hiter la solution définitive.

Je saisis,

(Signed) = FALLANAY.
8. E. Viscount Palmerston, &o.

Extract from Minutes of Consultation, dated 15th August 1848, No. 9.

The Board proceed to pass orders on the following Despatch from the Secret
Committee of the Honourable the Court of Directors, dated 23rd June 1848.

Ordered that the foregoing despatch be communicated to the Collector in charge
of the Special Agent’s Department at Cuddalore in reference to the Order of Govern-
ment of the Znd June last, with a request that he will, as soon as possible, report what
measures have heen taken in order to the delivering over of the French villages therein
alluded to, and for the adjustment of the arrears of Revenue due to the French authori-
ties on that account.

E.M.C., No. 394, dated 28th August 1841,

PoriticAL DEPARTMENT,

Exrracrs from Minutes of Consultation, No. 394, dated 28th August 1848,
Reap—the following paper :—

From W. D. DAVIS, Esq., Collector in charge of the Special Agent’s Depart-
ment, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort S8t. George, dated
Cuddalore, 17th August 1848.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of an Extract from the Minates of
s Consultation, dated 15th instant, No. 9,
The Special Agent to the French Government, - annexed to a letter from the Honourable

dated 5th June 1848. " 2
The Special Agent to the Collector of Malabar, f:’t Cou(;t - Dlregtors i date- et ane
dated 5th Jane 1848, , and to submit, for the information
From the French Government, dated 8th June ©f the Right Honourable the Governor in
1848. Council, the correspondence marginally
The Special Agent to the French Government, noted, which has taken place between the
dated 9th June 1845. French Government, the Collector of

ngm “ii 4(830119‘3‘0’ of Malabar, dated 12th Mglabar and this department, since the

une . . ]
The Special Agent to' the Fremch receipt of the Order of Government, dated
datgi 20th fﬁﬁe 1% 48_8 e, 2nd June last, and from which it will be
seen that the villages and points therein

alluded to are in due course of transfer to the French authorities.

2. The statement of revenue demanded from the Collector of Malabar, by my
letter of the 27th August 1847, not having as yet been received, I have this day’
addressed that officer on the subject, requesting him to expedite its transmission.
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ENcLosUREs.

From W. D. DAVIS, Esq., Collector in charge of the Special Agent’s Department, to
His Excellency the Governor of the French Establishments in India, dated
Cuddalore, 5th June 1848.

In reference to your Excellency’s letter, dated 23rd August 1847, No. 30, I have
the honour to inform you that the Sub-Collector of Malabar, in whose range the
villages, &ec., to be transferred to your Government are situated, having been
empowered to meet the Chief of Mahé as Commissioner on the part of the British
Government to effect the said transfer, I beg you will be pleased to issue the necessary
instructions to your Agent.

2. As regards the revenue of the four villages in question, I have desired the
Collector of Malabar to furnish me with a return showing the net amount to be paid
to your Government, which, when received, I shall submit for the sanction of Govern-
ment and obtain their permission for its being paid at Cuddalore agreeably to your
Excellency’s request.

3. I also trust your Excellency will issue instructions to the Chief of Mahs
regarding the measures to be adopted, in concert with the British Commissioner, to
prevent any loss of revenue arising from goods being clandestinely conveyed into
those villages.

4. T have the honour to remain, with sentiments of the highest consideration and
respect, &c.

From W.D. DAVIS, Esq., Collector in charge of the Special Agent’s Department,
to the Collector of Malabar, dated Cuddalore, 5th June 1848,

In reference to your letter of the 3rd and my reply of the 28th September last,
I have the honour to inform you that the Most Noble the Governor in Council, with
the sanction of the Governor-General of India, having been pleased to resolve thit
the four villages and the three detached points therein alluded to should be made
over to the French Government, without any reservation, I have this day addressed
a communication to His Excellency the Governor of Pondicherry, copy of which is
herewith enclosed for your information.

2. I beg you will be pleased to direct your Sub-Collector to enter into com-
munication with the Chief of Mahé and effect the transfer in question by signing
a plan, &e., in which the boundaries should be clearly fixed.

3. The return called for in my letter of the 27th August last not having as
yet been received, I request you will expedite its transmission.

4. As regards the suggestions contained in the 4th paragraph of your letter of
the 3rd September last, I did not consider it advisable to communicate them to the
French Government, in consequence of the supply of salt having been regulated
by a convention signed at London on the 7th March 1815, whereas the contraband
trade which appears to be carried on in tobacco may be prevented by some additional
chowkies at the frontier, and even this obviated by the ready co-operation promised
by the French Government, of which, doubtless, your Sub-Collector will take due
advantage at the time of the transfer.

From His Excellency Monsieur L. PUJOL, Governor of the French Establishments
in India, to the Collector and Special Agent, South Arcot, dated Pondicherry,
8th June 1848.

Par votre lettre da 5 de ce mois, vous me faites I’honneur de m’annoncer que
Mr. le 8. Collecteur du Malabar est autorisé & s’entendre avee Mr. Le Chef de Service
& Mahé pour la remise des villages et dépendances dont la rétrocession soit étre faite
4 la France. :
5
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Dés que je serai en mesure de transmettre & Mah¢ les -instl'uctions que je me
propose de faire préparer pour la remise dont il s’agit, j’aurai I'honneur de vous en
prévenir.

En ce qui concerne les revenus des aldées et dépendances, yien ne s’oppose & ce que
cette affaire soit terminée disd présent, je vous serai done obligé, Mr. Le Collecteur,
de me communiquer, lorsqu’il vous sera parvenu, I’état que vous n’aunoncez avoir
demandé & Mr. Le Cbllecteur du Malabar.

Votre lettre du 5 Juin m’entretient des mesures & prendre pour la répression de
la contrebande que vous craignez de voir introduire dans les villages dont la remise doit
avoir lieu. Déjd ma lettre du 23 Aofit 1847 établissait que cette crainte ne ,Para}1ssa}t
pas fondée, et j'en tirais la preuve de la position elle-méme des lieux. J’indiquais
pourtant, dans le cas od vous ne partagiez pas cette opinion, certains moyens qui ¢taient
propres A rassurer contre toutes tentatives de fraude. Je désirerais savoir si vous
partagez ma manitre de voir & cet égard.

From W. D. DAVIS, Esq., Collector in charge of the Special Agent’s Department,
to His Excellency the Governor of the French Establishments in India,

dated Cuddalore, 9th June 1848.

In reference to your Excellency’s letter of yesterday’s date, I have the honour to
inform you that a copy of the statement of the vevenue of the four villages about to
be transferred to your Government will be furnished to your Excellency when
received from the Collector of Malabar.

As regards measures to be taken to prevent the contraband trade alluded to in
the last paragraph of your letter, I beg to suggest that it is better to leave them to be
settled by the Commissioners on the spot.

From H. V. CONOLLY, Esq., Collector of Malabar, to the Collector in charge of
the Special Agent’s Department, Cuddalore, dated Calicut, 12th June 1848,
No. 906.

_ In the last paragraph of your letter of the 5th instant on the subject of giving
over certain villages near Mahé to the French Government, you inform me that you
did not eonsider it advisable to communicate certain suggestions of mine with regard
to ehecking the contraband trade in tobacco between Mahé and our frontiers because
“ the trade may be prevented by some additional chowkies at the frontier, and even
this obviated by the ready co-operation promised by the French Government, of which
doubtless your Sub-Collector will take due advantage at the time of the transfer.”

With regard to the first suggestion—that of ‘‘some additional chowkies at the
frontier ’—I beg to inform you thut we have already chowkies all round the frontier
within hail of each other. But the heavy expense entailed by this cordon is in-
operative on great occasions and vexatious in small. The large smuggler pays his
bribe and runs his tobacco. The poor wretch who comes out of Mahé with a few
leaves for his own consumption is-seized and shown up as a proof of the activity of
the preventive force. The system is a bad one, and I would rather get rid of than
increase it. Whether this can be in any way effected by the ‘ready co-operation
promised by the French Government ” is the next question. :

Monsieur Pujol, I remark in his letter to you of the 23rd August last, observes
that he will willingly agree to consider any measures which you may think it desir-
able to suggest. After this assurance, I really think it would be an error if we were
not to press on him the plan I have proposed in my letter of the 3rd September last
for getting rid of a smuggling depdt which is as little honourable to the French as it
is annoying and expensive to our Government. All that would be necessary (to
repeat what I said in that letter) would be to introduce the system under which the
supply of salt for the use of their (French) subjects is regulated ; let us furnish them
at the wholesale price with as much tobacco as may be required and let its introduc-
tion by others be contraband.

— —

19

From W. D. DAVIS, Esq., Collector in charge of the Special Agent’s Nepartment,
to His Excellency the Governor of the French Establishments in India, dated

Cuddalore, 20th June 1848.

With reference to your Excellency’s lotter of the 8th instant and my reply thereto
of the 9th, I have the honour to communicate a suggestion from the Collector of
Malabar to prevent the contraband trade in tobacco being carried on at Mahé, viz.,
that its supply should be regulated by the same system under which salt is now
supplied, and to allow its introduction by others to be contraband. :

This measure appears satisfactory in every respect, as such a quantity of tobacco
as may be required for the use of the inhabitants at Mahé will be supplied by the
Collector of Malabar, on requisition, at the wholesale price, and I trust it will meet

with your Excellency’s concurrence.

No. 394.

Ordered that the foregoing letter do lie over until the statement alluded to in its
last paragraph is furnished by tne Collector of Malabar.

(True Extract.)

Forr St. GEoRGE,
28th August 1848,

J. F. THOMAS,
Chief Seeretary.

EM.C,, Nos. 11, 12, dated 3rd October 1848.

PoriTicAL DEPARTMENT.

Extract from Minutes of Consultation, Nos. 11, 12, dated 3rd October 1348.

Reap—the following :—
No. 11

From W. D. DAVIS, Esq., Collector in charge of the Special Agent’s

Department, to J. F. THOMAS, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, dated

Cuddalore, 19th September 1848,

>

In submitting the correspondence noted in the margin, which has taken place

The Special Agent to the Collector of Malabar,
dated 17th August 1848.

From the Collector of Malabar in reply, dated
7th September.

The Special Agent to the Commissary of the
Republic at Pondicherry, dated 16th Sep-
tember. :

From the Commissary of the Republic at Pondi-
cherry in reply, dated 18th September.

subsequent to my letter of the 17th
ultimo, and from which it appears that
the transfer therein alluded to is now
delayed by a reference for instructions
made by His Excellency the Governor of
Pondicherry to his Government at Home,
I have the honour to state for the inform-
ation of the Right Honourable the Gov-
ernor in Counecil that the return received
from the Collector of Malabar has been

submitted by me for the sanction of Government through the Board of Revenue on

the 16th instant.

ENcLosUREs. -

From W. D. DAVIS, Esq., Collector in charge of the Special Agent’s Department,
Cuddalore, to H. V. CONOLLY, Esq., Collector of Malabar, dated Cuddalore,

17th August 1848.

Government having called on me to report what measures have been taken for
delivering over to the French .authorities the villages and points alluded to in my

letter of the 5th June last, and for the adjustment of the arrears of revenue, due to
them on that account, I have the honour to request you will be pleased to transmit to
me, at your earliest convenience, the return called for in my letter, dated 27th August
1347,

I take this opportunity to inform you that the suggestions contained in your
letter of the 12th June last have been duly communicated to His Excellency the
Governor of Pondicherry but no reply has as yet been received. : 3
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From H. V. CONOLLY, Esq., Collector of Malabar, to W. D. DAVIS, Esq.,
Collector in charge of the Special Agent’s Department, Cuddalore, dated
Calicut, 7th September 1848, No. 1397.

With advertence to your letter, dated 17th ultimo, I havesthe honour to transmit
the return * called for in your communi-
cation, dated 27th August 1847, showing
the net revenue realized from the four villages proposed to be transferred to the French
Government, and to observe that I shall be prepared to give effect to the said transfer
80 soon as I am favoured with definite instructions on the subject.

* Original sent to the Board of Revenue.

I am not as yet aware whether the Chicf of Mahé has been empowered to receive
charge of the said villages, and sign the plan and other papers connected therewith,
as Commissioner on the part of the French Government. I rather think not.

—

From W. D. DAVIS, Esq., Collector in charge of the Special Agent’s Department
to His Excellency Monsieur PUJOL, Commissary of the Republic in the
French Establishments in India, dated Cuddalore, 16th September 1848.

In reference to my - letter of the 20th June last, T have the honour to request
your Excellency will be so obliging as to favour me with your opinion on the subject

of the proposition therein contained, fo enable me to communicate the same to the
Collector of Malabar.

I shall also feel obliged by your kindly informing me whether, or pot, instruc-
tions have been sent by your Excellency fo the * Chef de Service” of Mahé, for
receiving charge of the villages and points which are ready to be transferred to your
Government as it appears from a communication just received that the British
Commissioner had not been favoured with any intimation on the subject as yet.

.
—_—

No. 63.
To Monsievr Davis,

Collecteur Principal de la Division du Sud d’A reot,
Agent Spécial & Goudelour.
MonsiEUR LE COLLECTEUR,

Il m’a été impossible, jusqu’a ce jour, de donmer suite au projet que javais
d’abord formé de charger le Chef de Service i Mahé de s'entendre avec le Commis-
saire du Gouvernement Britannique pour la reddition des 4 aldées et d’autres points
du territoire de cet établissement, quelques difficultés s’étant ¢levées, j’ai du demander

de nouvelles instructions & mon Gouvernement, j’espire qu’elles me parviendront
Incessamment,

Permettez-moi, & cette occasion; Monsieur Le Collecteur, de vous rappeler le contenu
de ma lettre du 8 Juin der née 30 concernant les revenus des aldées et dépandances
de Mahé. Rien ne s’oppose & ce que cette affaire soit terminde des & présent. Vous
me faisiez ’honneur de me dire duns votre lettre du 5 Juin que vous aviez invité
Monsieur le Collecteur du Malabar & vous fournir I'état de ces revenus et que vous me
transmettriez ce document dés qu’il vous seroit parvenu. Je vous serai obligé de
presser la conclusion de cette affaire.

Agreez, &e.,

Le Commissaire de la République dans
les Etablissemens Frangais de 1’Inde.

Poxpicrfry Signed L. PUJOL.
Ze 18 Scplembre 1848. Gl é
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[ Transla tz'un.]

From His Excellency Monsieur L. PUJOL, Commissary of the Republic in the
French EstabliShments of India, to W. D. DAVIS, Esq., Principal Collector
of the Southern Division of Arcot, Special Agent at Cuddalore, dated Pondi-
cherry, the 18th September 1848. .

Jt has been impossible for me, up to this day, to give effect to the design which
I had formed of instructing the Chief at Mahé to communicate with the Commissary
of the British Government for the surrender of the four aldées and other points of the
territory of this Establishment. Some difficulties having arisen, I have requested
new instructions from my G-vernment. I hope they will reach me without delay.
~ Allow me, Sir, upon ‘nis occasion, to recall to your mind the contents of my
letter of the 8th June last, No. 30, relative to the revenues of the aldées and
dependencies of Mahé. There is nothing at present to prevent the termination of
this affair. You did me the honour to intimate to me in your letter of 5th June that
you had requested the Collector of Malabar to furnish you with a statement of these
revenues, and that you would forward this document to me so soon as it reached you,
I shall be obliged by your hastening the settlement of this affair.

—_—

No. 450,

No. 12.” The Right Honourable the Governor in Council awaits the receipt of the
return stated in the foregoing letter to have been submitted to Government through
the Board of Revenue on the 16th instant.

(By order.)

Forr St. GEORGE, . (Signed) J. F. THOMAS, .
30tk September 1848. Chief Secretary.

To the Board of Revenue, with two enclosures
requested to be returned.

E.M.C., No. 501, dated 25th October 1848.

Poriricar DEPARTMENT.

Extracr from the Minutes of Consultation, No. 501, dated 25th October 1848.

Reap—the following :—
Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, No. 2416, dated 5th October 1848.

Read—the following : —

W. D. DAVIS, Esq., Collector in charge of the Special Agent’s Depart-
Fromment, to the Sécreta;'y to the Board of Revenue, Fort St. George, dated

Cuddalore, 16th September 1848,

itting the return, obtained from the Collector of Malabar, called fer in
the C(I)Ec?zg?:ltg pat;t of  Extract from the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated
28th September 1846,” I have the honour to transmit extract from a letter from His
Excellency the Governor of Pondicherry, intimating his wish that the net revenue of
the four villages about to be transferred to the French Government should be paid
from my treasury, in the same manner as the quarterly instalments, payable to France
by the Honourable East India Company, are now defrayed, and request you will be

pleased to obtain the sanction of Government for the payment in question.
6
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No. 2416.

The Board of Revenue presume that there will be no objection to the payment
referred to in the above letter being made from the Cuddalere treasury, but they
perceive from the remark in the statement prepared by the Collector of Malabar that
some further information has yet to be furnished. On this being done, Mr. Davis
will be pleased to ascertain from the French Government whether they admit the
correctness of the account of the refund to bé made, and, if so, will again address the
Board upon the subject.

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
5th October 1848, Secretary.

No. 515.

Extracr from the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 12th October

1848.
Read—the following order of Government, dated 30th September 1848 :—

(Here enter No. 450).

Resolved that the Collector’s letter of the 16th ultimo, and its accompaniments,
together with the Board’s Proceedings thereon, dated &th instant, be communicated
for the information of Government, in reference to the requisition contained in the
foregoing order.

(True Extract.)

(Signed)  T. PYCROFT,

Secretary.
To J. F. Thomas, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government.

No. 501.

The Right Honorable the Governor in Council approves of the proceeding of the
Beard of Revenue on Mr. Davis’ letter of the 16th ultimo, and hopes to be put in
early possession of the information they have called for.

(By order.)
Forr St. GEORGE, J. F. THOMAS,
25th October 1845. Chief Secretary.

To the Board of Revenue with a letter No. 2543 and its two enclosares.

Letter to the Hon’ble the Secret Committee of the Hon’ble the Court
of Directors, No. 1, dated 3rd November 181‘118.e 7

SECRET DEPARTMENT.
No. 1 of 1848.
To
Tae HoN’BLE THE SECRET COMMITTEE OF THE

Hox’BLE THE CoURT oF DIRECTORS OF THE

East Ixpia CoMPANY.
Hox’sLE SIS,

We have the honour to reply to your Honourable Committee’s despatch, dated
23rd June 1848.

2. Your Honourable Court will perceive from the correspondence noted in the

Political Consultation, dated 29th August 1848, Nos. 24 & 25. margm that the transfer of the Villages

" » % g B to which your Honourable Court refer

" 3 . o is delayed by a reference for instructions

made by the Commissary of the Republic at Pondicherry to the French Government,
and that the arrears of revenue due on these villages is in process of adjustment.

We have, &ec.,
Fort St. GEORGE, (Signed) H. POTTINGER.
8rd November 1848. ( » ) G.H F.BERKELEY:

O a0 BRI
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E.M.C., No. 613, dated 23rd December 1848.

PoriticaL DEPARTMENT.

Extract from the Minutes of Consultation, No. 613, dated 23rd December 1848,

Read—the following extract from the Proceedings of the Board-of Revenue, dated
14th December 1848, No. 637 :— ’

No. 8. Read the following letter from the Collector in charge of the Special Agent’s
- Department, dated 6th instant :—

In reference to my letter of the 16th September and the Board’s Proceedings
thereon, dated 5th October last, I have the honour to forward transcript of a com-
munication since received from the Collector of Malabar from which the Board will
perceive that no deduction is to be made from the net revenue exhibited in the
statement transmitted with my former letter as stated in the remarks of that officer.

The return in question has been communicated to the French Government, and I
have received from the Commissary of the Republic at Pondicherry a reply stating
that the French authorities do not possess any document for testing the details of the
said statement, and that they have examined the calculation and found it correct, and
requesting that the net revenue thereof may be paid to them at the beginning of next
month along with the fourth instalment of the four lacs of Sicca rupees payable for
the current year; he also observes that the collection for fusly 1258 has not been
included in this statement and that the revenue is due to the French Government up
to the day of transfer.

I have therefore the honour to request that the Board will be pleased to obtain
the sanction of Government for paying the amount in question in the manner suggested
by the French Government.

ENCLOSURE,

From H. V. CONOLLY, Esq., Collector of Malabar, to the Collector in charge of the
Special Agent’s Department, Cuddalore, dated Calicut, 16th November
No. 1709.

With reference to your letter, dated the 9th ultimo, I have the honour to state
that, after a careful examination of the old accounts, it does not appear that, in calcu-
lating the malikanna paid to Korongotte Nair, the revenue of the four villages
proposed to be given up to the French Government has been taken in account ; there
is therefore no deduction to be made from the net revenue exhibited in the statement
transmitted with my letter, dated the 7th September last.

From the letter from the Collector of Malabar which accompanies the foregoing
communication, it appears that no deduction should be made from the amount due on
account of the four villages about to be transferred to the French Government, as the
revenue of those villages do not appear to have been taken in account in calculating
the malikanna paid to Korongotte Nair. Mr. Davis also reports that he has afforded
the Commissary of the Republic at Pondicherry an opportunity of inspecting the state-
ment which accompanied his letter of 16th September last and that no objection has
been taken to it. There would therefore seem to be no objection to the payment of
the amount due to fusly 1257 (1847-48), viz., Rs. 83,433-3-3, from the South
Arcot treasury in the early part of next month, as requested by Monsieur Pujol.
With respect to the revenue of fusly 1258 (1848-49), the Board think that after the
transfer of the villages has been made, the accounts can be closed to the date of
transfer, and the balance paid to the French authorites.

(A true Extract.)

(Signed) T. PYCROFT, ,
Secretary.
To Sir H. C. Montgomery, Bt., Officiating Chief Secretary to Government.
z
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No. 9. The Right Honourable the Governor in Council authorizes the disburse-
ment from the South Arcot Treasury of the amount due to fusly 1257 (1847-48), viz.,
Rs. 83,433-3-3, on account of the villages alluded to in the foregoing extract and
concurs with the Board of Revenue in respect to the reverue of those villages for
1258 (1848-49), that after their transfer has been made, the accounts can be closed to
the date of transfer and the balance paid to the French authorities.

(By Order.)

(Signed)  H. C. MONTGOMERY,

O0ffg. Chief Secretary.

To the Board of Revenue. f!] 4 4
5 Accountant-General.
,» Civil Auditor.

Letter to the Honourable the Secret Committee of the Honourable the
Court of Directors, No. 1, dated 5th January 1849.

SECRET DEPARTMENT.
= No. 1 of 1849.
0

Tee HoNouraBLe THE SECRET COMMITTEE oF THE
HoxouraBrLe THE COURT or DIRECTORS or THE

EAST INDIA COMPANY.
HoxoUuraBLE Sigs,

In our reply letter of the 3rd ultimo, we informed your Honourable Court that
the arrears due on account of the transfer of certain villages to the French authori-
ties were in process of adjustment. We have now to report that we authorized the
disbursement from the South Arcot treasury of the amount due to fasli 1257
(1847-48), viz., Rs. 83,433-3-3, on their account.

2. With respect to the revenue of those villages for 1258 (1848-49), we directed
that, after their transfer had been made, the accounts should be closed to the date of
transfer, and the balance paid to the French authorities.

We have, &e.,

H. POTTINGER.

» ) G. H F. BERKELEY.
» ) D. ELIOT.

(Signed)
Forr Sr. GRoRGE, (
oth January 1849, (

E.M.C., No. 56, dated 5th February 1849,

PoLrTicar. DEPARTMENT.
Extracr from the Minutes of Consultation, No. 56, dated 5th February 1849.

Read the following letter from His Excellency M. De Lalande deCalan, Governor

(I)é th4e French Establishments in India, Pondicherry, dated 16th J anuary 1849,
0. 4.

No. 13. Votre Excellence, lors de mon passage i Madras, m’a donné tant de
preuves de son désir sincére de continuer 4 maintenir les relations de bon voisinage qui
existent entre nos deux administrations, que je n’hésite pas & m’adresser & elle avec
la plus entitre confiance dans la circonstance qui se présente aujourd’hui.

Votre Excellence n’ignore pas nos anciennes réclamations au sujet des territoir
dépendants de Mahé; les investigations qui en ont été la suite ; ler eommum'catiosz
qui ont eu lieu & cet sujet entre les deux cabinets; enfin, la détermination adoptée
d’un commun accord par nos Gouvernemens respectifs, et qui a eu pour objet de
restituer & la France certains territoires qu’elle possédait au ler Janvier 1792,
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Ce sont : les aldées de Palour, Pandaquil, Chambara et Chelacara, plus les territoires
connus sous les noms de * Fort St. George, Grand et Petit Calaye.” 1l a de plus été
convenu qui les revenus percus par le Gouvernement de S.M. Britannique depuis
1816 sur Jes territoiresddont 1l s’agit seraient rendus i la France. Ces arrangemens
pris par Pautorité Métropolitaine et notifiés par mon prédécesseur & M. le Collecteur
p-pal. agent spéeial résidant & Goudelour, M. le Chef de Service & Mahé, Hayes, fut
reconnu Commissaire Francais pour recevoir les territoires rendus & la France.
M. le 8. Collecteur Chatfield fut désigné de son c6té, comme Commissaire du
Gouvernement Britannique.

Tout donnait & penser qu’enfin cette affaire allait recevoir une solution satisfai-
sante et que la restitution aurait lieu sans difficulté.

Il n’en a pas été ainsi ; Votre Excellence verra par la correspondance ci-jointe
qui a eu lieu entre M.M. Chatfield et Hayes, que les droits de la France sont encore
contestés, et que du territoire exign qui nous est rendr, ’on veut encore retrancher
une portion sans laquelle la restitution serait illusoire. Je veux parler des dépendances
de Mahé connues sous le nom de ¢ Fort St. George, Grand et Petit] Calaye.”
M. Chatfield conteste au Commissaire francais nos droits sur cette portion de territoire,
et veut se borner & nous rendre des sommets isolés, sans les versants qui relient ces
montagnes entr’elles, et qui la France possedait & 1’époque du ler Janvier 1792, ainsi
que le prouvent des documens irrécusables qui nous avons entre les mains. La lettre
ci-jointe de M. Commissaire francais Hayes établit & cet égard nos droits dans la maniers
la plus incontestable. J’appelle sur ce document ’attention de Votre Excellence.
Elle comprendra qu’il est impossible au Gouvernement francais d’accepter les condi-
tions posées par M. Chatfield, car ce ne serait ni I’esprit ni la lettre de la transaction
qui a eu lieu entre les deux cabinets. Il ne s’'agit au reste, que d’une étendue de
territoire ayant & peine un demi mille carré de surface.

Je connais trop les sentimens de loyauté et de justice qui animent Votre Excel-
lence pour insister plus longtems sur cette affaire. Je me borne & la prier d’examiner
les argumens présentés par M. Hayes, et consignés dans sa lettre & M. Chatfield,
convaincu qu’aprés lecture de ce document, elle s’empressera de faire cesser des
difficultés imprévues qui viennent desurgir et que retardent la conclusion d’une
affaire que tout fait désirer de voir terminer au plustdt.

Veuillez, je vous prie, Monsieur le Gouverneur, agréer 1’assurance de la haute
considération avec laquelle j’ai ’honneur d’étre

[ Translation.)

. Your Excellency, during my sojourn at Madras, gave me so many proofs of your
sincere desire to continue to maintain the friendly relations which subsist between
our two Governments, that I feel no hesitation in addressing your Excellency with the
most entire confidence under the circumstance which now presents itself.

Your Excellency is not unacquainted with our old reclamations relative to the
territories dependent upon Mah¢ ; the investigations consequent thereupon ; the corre- ,
spondence which took place upon the subject between the two Cabinets; in short, the
Resolution adopted with one accord by our respective Governments, the object of
which was to restore to France certain territories which she possessed on the lst
January 1792 ; they are : the villages of Palour, Pandaguel, Chambara and Chelacara,
as also the territories known under the names of * Fort St. George, and Great and
Small Calayes.” It was further agreed that the revenues collected by the Government
of Her Britannic Majesty since 1816, upon the territories in question, should be
repaid to France. These arrangements made by the Metropolitan authority, and
notified by my predecessor to the Principal Collector and Special Agent at Cuddalore,
Mr. the Chief de Service at Mahé, Hayes, was acknowledged French Commissioner to
receive the territories given up ¢~ France. The Sub-Collector, Mr. Chatfield, was
nominated on his part Commissioner of the British Government.

Every thing tended to induce the belief that this affair was about at last to be
satisfactorily settled, and that the restoration would take place without difficulty.

It has not so happened. Your Excellency will perceive by the accompanying
correspondence which has taken place between Messrs. Chatfield and Hayes that the
claims of France are still in dispute, and that of the small territory which is given up
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to us, it is yet in contemplation to cut off a portion, without which the restoration will
be to no purpose. T allude to the dependencies of Mahé known under the name of
“ Fort St. George and Great and Small Calayes.” Mr. Chatfield disputes with the
French Commissioner our claims to that portion of territory; and wishes to confine

- himself to the restoration to us of isolated summits, without the portions which

- intervene and connect those hills, and which France possessed on the Ist January
1792, as is proved by authentic documents which we hold. The accompanying letter
of Mr. French Commissioner Hayes establishes our claims in the most incontestable
manner. I call the attention of your Excellency to this document, You will perceive
that it is impossible for the French Government to accept the conditions laid down
by Mr. Chatfield, for it would be neither the spirit nor the letter of the transaction
which took place between the two Cabinets. The consequence would be an extent
of territory of barely half a square mile of surface.

I know too well the sentiments of good faith and equity which influence your
Excellency to dwell any longer upon this affair. I deem it necessary only to solicit that
you will examine the arguments offered by Mr. Hayes, and contained in his letter to
Mr. Chatfield ; convinced that after perusal of that document, your Excellency will
hasten the removal of unforeseen difficulties which have arisen, and which retard the
settlement of an affair which it is wholly desirable speedily to terminate.

Accept, Sir, the assurance of the high consideration, &e.

ENcLOSURE.

From R. CHATFIELD, Esq., Sub-Collector of Malabar, Commissioner of the
British Government, to Monsieur HAYES, Chef de Service, Commissaire du
Gouvernement, Mah¢, dated Tellicherry, 2nd January 1849.

In acknowledging your letter of the 30th of December, No. 9, I am sorry to find
that in consequence of our differing in regard to the extent and nature of the three points
of Fort 8t. George, the Great and Little Callaye, you are unablé to accept the four villa-
ges which I was prepared to deliver into your hands. You correctly state the nature of
my conversations regarding this subject : and on a review of my instructions, I am
unable to depart from the construction I have put upon them: I am inevitably led to

. understand by the three points, the fortifications which were erected by, and for many

 years said to be in possession of, the French Government ; the limits of these points I -

conceive to be confined simply to the forts and their outworks and not as you argue to
the entire hills and their dependencies. Mr. Pujol must, I fancy, have understood
them in this light, when he denominates them  les points détachés ” and argues that
as the villages are entirely surrounded by the British territories, the suppression of
smuggling would be easily effected.. I shall refer the subject for the decision of my
superiors by the earliest opportunity.

As you see insuperable objections to even a proposal of imposing the tobacco
monopoly, the plan mentioned in your letter was the only one which struck me at the
time as likely to offer any check to smuggling ; any respectable man might engage to
purchase and supply the four villages with the requisite amount of tobaceo (abovt
two candies in the year), giving security for his good behaviour and the French
authorities giving a merruck which should prevent his obtaining excessive profits or
establishing a monopoly for his own benefit,

From Monsieur J. HAYES, Chef de Service, Commissaire du Gouvernement,
Mahé, to R. CHATFIELD, Esq., Sub-Collector of Malabar, Commissioner
of the British Government at Tellicherry, dated Mahé, 5th January 1849,
No. 6.

Apres la réponse du 2 de ce mois que vous m’avez fait honneur de faire & ma
lettre en date du 30 Décembre 1848, No.' 5, je ne crois pas possible de regarder la
ecruite que vous m’'offrez de la partie supérieure, ou des sommets pures et simples
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des montagnes du Grand et du Petit Calaye de la montagne verte ou du Fort St. George
exclusivement faite de leurs bases et de leurs dépendances, lesquelles resteraient en
vos mains comme constituant, de ce c6té, la rétrocession que je suis chargé de
recevoir. .

J’ignore ci que mon Gouvernement a déerité quant i la négation faite par
Lord Aberdeen de nos droits sur le pays du Coringot nair, mais je me puis douter
& la lecture de sa dépéche qu’il me soit clair et bien évident qu’en reconnuissant sans
les restraindre nos droits aux points détachés appelés Fort St. George et le Grand et
le Petit Calaye, ce Ministre n’ait en méme tems, admis la date du ler Janvier 1792—
base constante des négociations sur le fait de notre occupation—et, que par suite, les
trois points précités doivent nous étre remis avec tous les territoires limites et dépen-
dances qu’ils avaient & cette époque.

Mais, dira-t-on la méme dépéche fait exclusion du territoire du Coringot nair,
spécifié des points détachés?

Pour répondre i cette objection. je ferai remarquer qu’a Monsieur R, Chatfield,
Sous-Collecteur du Malabar, Commissaire du Gouvernement Anglais a Tellicherry,
qu’a cet égard, elle distingue complétement quant & I’exclusion qu’elle prononce,
entre les points qu'elle concede et ce territoire, que ces termes doivent revenir & dire
“ nous détachons du pays du Coringot nair pour les rendre aux frangais, les points appelés
Fort St. George et le Grand et le Petit Calaye, tels qu’ils se délimitaient avec leurs
dépendances au ler Janvier 17927,

De la sorte tout s’explique d’une manidre équitable et satisfaisante et I'on voit
qu’elle est la valeur réelle du mot détaché.

Je ne pense que cette explication de se mot puisse étre attaquée, car les points en
question ne peuvent étre détachés d’antre chose que du pays du Coringot nair, ou ils
se trouvent situés. Dire qu’ils sont détachés Pun de ’autre serait contraire 3 ce qui
existe, puisqu’ils se relient les uns aux autres et cela n’empecherait pas leurs aborne-
ments de se confondre, leur intégralité de nous appartenir et ne changerait par

conséquent pas la situation.

Vraiment, & mon avis, chercherait-on a établir qu’il ne faut entendre par ces mots
que les sommets des montagnes a ’exclusion de leurs autres parties et dépendances ; car,
rien dans la dépéche préciteé, qui, remarquez le bien, est celle qui nous a concédé le
droit, ne peut & mon sens, préter a une telle interprétation, et il aurait fallu néoes-
sairement dire si telle avait été I’intention de ’homme d’état, non pas qu’on reconnais-
sait nos droits aux points détachés appelés le Fort St. George, le Grand et le Petit
Calaye, mais bien, qu'on ne les admettait qu'a la surface supérieure et exelusive
oecupée jadis par nos fortifications sur le sommet de ces points.

Mais, insistera-t-on peut étre, le point détaché le Fort St. George, c’est le lieu
des fortifications ?

Bien que je ne comprenne pas comment les emplacements des fortifications
puissent se dire détaché des montagnes ou ils se trouvent, cette interprétation serait
précieuse si les mots le Grand et le Petit Calaye qui suivent ne la rendaient impos-
sible. En effet la dépéche qui novs oceupe dit anssi  les points détachés, le Grand et
le Petit Calaye ”; elle ne parle pas pour eux des fortifications, mais les désigne intégra-
lement en leur donnant les seuls noms par lesquels ils soient cornus. Or, si cette
admission est faite pour le Grand et le Petit Calaye, points rélativement moins
importants, lors de notre occupation et od nous avions moins de fortifications, elle
existe évidemment de méme pour la montagne verte ou du Fort St. George et les
dépendances de tous ces points et ces qui achdve de le prouver victorieusement, c’est
qui le Grand et le Petit Calaye occupent chacun une des extremités opposées de la
montagne verte ou du Fort St. George, et que ces trois points se communiquent natu-
rellement entre eux et forment les parties d’un méme tout. :

Dans le systéme précédent d’ailleurs, il me semble qu’il aurait fallu ’emploi aprés
la désignation, qui n’est faite nulle part des lieux ou de la partie des montagnes ot
étaient ces fortitications, du mot, de retranchement From part, ou de tout autre suivi
de la désignation (nominative) de ces mémes elévations. Puis, cette conclusion extréme
qui tend & détacher un morceau inaccessible des mentagnes pour nous le donner, peut-
elle, je le demande de bonne foi, se tirer des paroles de la dépéche de Lord Aberdeen

8
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et ne voi-ton pas au contraire, qu'une telle déduction serait évidemment contraire &
Pesprit méme qui y a préscité et qui tout en croyant devoir refuser le territoire du
Coringot nair i la France, désire néanmoins lui donner la satisfaction de cesser de
mettre en doute ses droits aux trois points en question ? .

Dans cet esprit, peut-on sérieusement regarder comme une satisfaction la rémise
stérile offerte aujourd’hui du sommet aride, inutile et sans valeur, de ces points dont
I'importance est surtout, aujourd’hui qui des conflits dans I'Inde ne sont plus proba-
bles entre les deux nations, dans la jonction qu’ils opérent entre Mahé et ses alddes,
en nous donnant les deux cotés de la riyiere et la suite non interrompue du territoire
nécessaire au bien-étre de notre population qui subit déja plus d’une vexation de la
part des agents de votre douane, ainsi qu'ayec un sentiment,_qui vous honore vous
Pavez fort bien demontré dans votre mémoire en date du 21 Décembre 1848 ?

Regarder cette partie de la rétrozession comme se bornant aux sommets dénudés.

de trois montagnes, me parait extréme, je Pavoue, et il me semble de plus qu’il y a
la contradiction, en accordant la propriété du dessus et en refusant celle du dessous
que je regarde comme devant indubitablement en étre la suite ainsi que ses
dépendances_. Cette derniére propriété se démon‘rerait au surplus méme en ne parlant
que des fort;ﬁcal:ionp, car il ne peut étre douteux, tel que je l'ai vu sur d’anciens plans,
qu’un chemin partait du Fort St. George jusqu’a sa base et communiquait au bord de
la riviére & 150 toises environ dans Dest, avee une batterie ou redoute dominant le
passage et dont les ruines existent probablement encore,

. Drailleurs, ne Pas admettre nos droits ) cette propriété reviendrait je crois & dire
Pimpossible, & savoir que dans les temps de guerre et de trouble ou il faut se reporter

lorsque ces possessions lui étaient d'une importance vitale en lui assurant les points
qui dommmel{t Mahé en faisaient le complément stratégique indispensable, et pou-

ainsi que le constate celle de la redoute portée sur le plan que vous m’ayes fait I'honneur
de me communiquer le 28 Décembre dernier,

Vous paraissez penser, Monsieur, que Monsieur Pujol a compris comme vous qu’il
ne s’agissait que de nous rétrocéder le sommet de trois montagnes ; a cet éeard je puis
vous assurer que vous étes dans Perreur, Monsieur Pujol m’ayant écrit dans un sens
tout différent. Du reste, ce que j'ai dit ci-dessus me semble expliquer clairement 1a
valeur des termes qu’il a employés aprés Lord Aberdeen, et lorsque parlant des
ravanahs, le Commissa.ire. de la Képublique Francaise s’occupe du passage de nos
habitans sur votre ter{'ltmre, il a énoncé un fait facile & eoncevoir,
que nous sommes toujours dans I’Inde 3 peu prés envelopés par vos Ppossessions, la
surface c.les quatre villages qui doivent nous étre rétrocédés ressemblant 3 un sablier
c’est-ia-dire, ayant des extrémités asseg larges réunies Par un sol long et étroit s’il,
arrivait, comme on l’a fait pressentir de Pondichéry, que nos habitans prissent une l’igne
directe ne passant sur votre territoire, pour éviter un détour sur le notre, ils pourraient
en effet, au bgsoin, se munir d'une ravanah, Du reste, méme en su;,)posant ce qui
n’est pas, ainsi que Je viens de vous le dire, que Monsieur Pujol partageat votre
opinion quant aux trois points détachés, la nomination d’un Commissaire francais sur

les lieux, montre assez qu’on eut attendu ses rapports pour . e
it exprimer une o
définitive. P P pinion

D’apres cela, il me parait difficile de m’éconnaitre Ja justice de nos demandes, Le
Gouvernement Anglais en g ay surplus implicitement reconnu une, il y a longtems, en
partageant constamment avec nous depuis la reprise de possession, le droijt de passz’age

sur la riviére qui sépare Mahé du territoire ui est aujourd’hui : :
sur la rive opposée. E J Ut reconnu lui appartenir

‘ruirait entidrement ; ainsi les derniéres pentes du versant sud-ouest de la mon d
Grand Calaye qui §'étend du coté de Tellicherry jusqu’a douze pas environtz.%ngelg
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de la boutique de Candoté Paguerchy, séchelonnent aussi depuis ce point vers le sud-
oest en s’abaissant graduellement Jusqu’a une portée de fusil ou deux de la mer, sa
limite naturelle dans cette direction, et se trouve ainsi nécessairement coupé par la
route qui part du bae. §’'od il résulte que cette montagne comprend toute la pointe
et les terrains vis-i-vis Mahé de Dautre eité de la rividre jusqu'aupres de Codoty.

Quant an surplus du territoire que nous réclamons si justement, il _est non
seulement situé entre Mahé et nos villages, mais méme ils ont entre eux de tels points
de eontact qu’on voit aisément qu’on ne peut les séparer équitablement ; ainsi par
exemple la montagne de Vera que vous admettez sur votre plan, comme &tant au
dedans des limites de nos villages, n’est qu’h trois portées de fusil de la montagne
verte ou du Fort St. George et cette distance est occupée seulement par trois terrains
travaillés dans leurs bases confondues ; la distance de ces montagnes d’un sommet 3
Pautre, versants opposés et espace intermédiaire mesurés, n’est que de 1,890 pieds
environ. Du reste les montagnes du Petit et du Grand Calaye, du Fort St. George,
de Vera, de Poitara et d’Ayapen, se suivent pour ainsi dire sans interruption et
forment un groupe qui doit nécessairement comprendre les terrains qui en'relevent ou
qil 8’y trouvent enclayés,

De la sorte nos limites doivent étre—

(1) Dans le sud suivant une ligne directe tirée en continuation de celle qui nous
aborne au nord de Vera Common et qui passant & O.N.O. couperait la route de Telli-
chéry a douze pas au delii de la boutique de Candoté Paquerchy, mettrait la petite
maconarie de notre ¢té et aboutirait i la mer au dessous de Codoty.

(2) Dans le N.N.E. d’aprs une ligne partant de la riviere jusqu’an petit poncean,
premicre limite de Peringady, lequel est situé de P’autre ¢6té dn ruisseaun ou Tande de
Calaye et se dirigeant deli dans le nord pour aboutir & nos abornemens 3 Ayapen.

En ce qui concerne les quatre villages eux-mémes, j’ai i vous observer, Monsieur,
que le plan que vous m’avez fait I’honneur de me communiquer fait exclusion de 19
terrains qui me semblent nous appartenir,

En voici la note :—

(1) Poutimpora Parambou. 3
(2) Connaté Parambou.

(3) Ponatineandy Tarjy Parambou.

(4) Banatanvittilé Miteley tarjy Parambou.

(5) Ajary Parambou. be
(6) Eddavalaté Parambon.
(7) Moddatel Parambou.
(8) Coilloté Paramboun.
(9) Corinddavaddaté Parambou. 3

*  Le terrain de Potton Colon, autrefois dépendance

de Pandakel.

Le terrain Ticracave Parambou qui parait appar- |.Ces terrains se trouvent portés aue
tenir au district du Pallour. jourd’hui au distriet de Calaye,

Le terrain Balle Parambou qui parait appartenir |
au méme district,.

(1) Tarize Parambou,

(2) Tegué Pondividdon Parambou.

(3) Pondiaviddon Parambon.

(4) Chaddin Viddon Parambon.

(5) Chaddin Vadd~guel Tarize Parambou. |

(6) Pilacanddy Parambou. J

Et enfin un autre terrain appelé Cheria Oallatil Parambou revenant a Pallour,

Enfin, Monsieur, ainsi que j’ai eu ’honnev= de vous le dire par ma lettre du 30
Déeembre dernier, No. 5, la contemplation notoire et que vous reconnaissez qu’a depuis
longtems votre honorable Gouvernement de permettre la libre culture du tabae dans le
Malabar, assure dans un avenir sans doute prochain, avee les idées du jour, la dispari-
tion de la econtrebande dont vous vous plaignez et en attendant la bonne entente qui
existe entre les Gouvernements ne peut mauquer d’amener les arrangements possibles 3
cet égard et qui, vu le peu d’importance du territoire concédé, seront sans doute
suffisants pour empécher de grands dommages pour vos intéréts. Du reste, en ce qui

me concerne je ferai ce qui dependra de moi pour aller au devant des exigences de

Ces neufs terrains dependent
de la montagne de Chambara.

%l -

,;Appartenant au distriet de Palour,
" compris aujourd’hui dans celui de
Calaye.

— A
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votre service dans les limites qui me sont tracées. Dans ce sens et en attendant une
étude plus complette, je erois i premidre vue que le nouvean systéme que vous proposez
peut avoir une grande efficacité pour arréter la contrebande du tabae, puisqu’il ne
laisse en général aueun intérét pour la faire et que d’ailleurs il n’impose aucune
nouvelle charge aux habitans. Reste i savoir maintenant to une mesure semblable
ou analogue peut s’accorder avec nos institutions. ;

Il y a done & mon avis toute espdce de motifs pour que les droits de la France,
non seulement aux quatre villages mais encore aux trois montagnes et a toutes Jeurs
dépendances, ainsi qu’d lu possession qu’ils entrainent des deux rives de la riviere et
des bacs ne soient pas plus longtems méconnus ; ces droits me semblent admis de fait
par la concession de Lord Aberdeen méme, et je ne doute pas que ’honorable Gou-
vernement dont vous referrez ne le juge ainsi.

En attendant et comme je n’ai pouvoir ni de diviser ni de restreindre la reprise
de possession qui m’est confide ; que D'acceptation, des i présent, des quatre villages
que vous m’avez proposée, sauf i attendre ce qui sera statué quant aux autres points,
engageraient la liberté d’action et préjugerait la détermination de mon Gouvernement ;
j’al T'honneur de terminer les considérations précédentes dont il était convenable
d’appuyer cette communication, en vous informant que je vais en référer.

En définitive et quelle que soit la décision & intervenir de la part de nos Gouver-
nements quant aux intéréts respectifs dont nous sommes chargés, je ne finirai pas cette
Jettre sans me féliciter des relations que j’ai eu I’honneur d’avoir avee vous et dans
lesquelles vous m’avez assisté & maintenir cet esprit de bonne entente qui les rend
faciles et bienveillantes et qui est si digne des fonctionnaires de deux grandes nations
comme celles aux quelles nous appartenont,

Recevez, Monsieur, &ec.

Le Chef du Service
Commissaire du Gouvernement

‘ (Signé) J. HAYES.

[ Transla tion.]

From Monsier J. HAYES, Chief de Service, Commissaire du Governement, Mahé, to
R. CHATFIELD, Esq., Sub-Collector of Malabar, Commissioner of the
British Government at Tellicherry, dated Mahé, the 5th January 1849,
No. 6.

After the reply of the 2nd instant which you did me the honour to make to my
letter, dated 30th December 1848, No. 5, I do not think it possible to assent to the
restoration which you propose to me of the upper part, or bare summits, of the hills
of the Great and Small Calayes of the green hill or the Fort St. George, to the exclusion
of their bases and their dependencies, which would remain in your hands as the
restoration, on your part, which I am appointed to receive.

I do not know what my Government has decided in reference to the denial made
by Lord Aberdeen of our claims to the territory of Coringot nair, but I doubt not from
the perusal of his despatch that it is quite evident that in recognizing without limiting
our claims to the detached points called Fort St. George and the Great and Small
Calayes, the Minister did not at the time admit the date of 1st January 1792, the
constant basis of negotiations relative to the fact of our occupation, and that therefore
the three points laid down should be made over to us with all the territories, limits
and dependencies which they had at that period.

Should it be said that this despatch excludes the territory of Coringot nair, as
distinguished from the detached points— :

In reply to this objection, I would obsetve that it completely distinguishes in
the exclusion it declares between the points which it gives up and this territory, and
that the terms ought to be understood thus, ¢ we detaci from the country of Coringot
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nair, to make over to the French, the points called Fort St. George and the Great and
Small Culayes, just as they stand, with their dependencies on the 1st J anuary 1792.”

Thus all is explained in a fair and satisfactory manner, and the importance of the
word detached is scen.*

I do not think that this explanation of the word ean be disputed, for the points
in question cannot be detached from anything else except the- territory of Coringot
nair, where they are situated. To say that they are detached one from'the other
would be contrary to their actual position, since they are limited by each other, and
that would not prevent the confounding of their boundaries, their belonging to us as a
whole, nor consequently alter the situation.

In vain, in my opinion, can it be sought to prove that by these words the summits
of hills to the exclusion of their other parts and dependencies is to be understood ; for
nothing in the despatch above alluded to, which, remark well, is that which has
conceded to us the right, can, I conceive, bear such an interpretation, and it ought
necessarily to have mentioned whether such had been the intention of the statesman,
and not that our claims were acknowledged to the detached points called tie Fort St
GGeorge and the Great aud Small Calayes, but also that they were admitted only in
respect to the upper surface tormerly occupied by our fortifications or the summits of
these points.

But should it be insisted that the point detached from Fort St. George is designed
for fortifications—

Although I do not understand how the sites for fortifications can be said to be
detached from hills where they are found, this interpretation would be plausible
enough if the words the Great and the Small Calayes which follow did not render it
impossible. [n effect, the despatch before us says also, * the points detached, the
Great and the Small Calayes,” it makes no mention in respect to them of fortifications
but describes them as entire, and gives them the only name by which they are known.
Now if this admission be made in respect to tie Great and the Small Calayes-~points
relatively of less importance at the time of our occupation, and where we had fewer
fortifications—it evidently exists alike in reference to the green hill or the Fort &t.
George and the dependencies of all these points; and which is most satisfactorily
proved by the fact that the Great and the Small Calayes occupy each one of the
extremities opposite the green hill or the Fort St. George, and that these three points
naturally communicate between them and form parts of the same whole.

Besides, in the foregoing hypothesis it would appear to me that the use should
have followed the designation, which is nowhere made of the places or the part of the
hills where these fortifications existed, of the word signifying retrenchment from, part,
or of any other followed by the designation ( nominal) of these same elevations. Then
can this extreme conclusion, [ candidly ask, which would detach an inaccessible
portion of the hills to give it to us, be drawn from the words of the despatch of Lord
Aberdeen, and is it not evident, on the contrary, that such an opinion would be
opposed even to the spirit that presided on the occasion, which, while it refuses to
surrender to France the territory of Coringot nair, desires nevertheless to give her the
satisfaction of rendering her claims to the three points in question no longer doubtful ?

In this spirit, can one seriously regard as a satisfaction the restoration now
offered of the barren summits, useless and valueless, of these points, the importance of
which besides—at the present time that wars in India are no longer probable between
the two nations—is in the junction which they effect between Mahé and its villages,
in giving as the two sides of the river and the unbroken slip of territory necessary to
the well-being of our population, who already suffer more than one vexation on the
part of the agents of your customs, as you have witha feeling that does honour to you

very well shown in your memoir dated the 21st December 1848 ?

To regard that part of the restoration as confined to the naked summits of the
three hills appears to me, I must confess, to be going too far, and there would more-
over seem to me to be a contradiction in giving the signification of the upper and in
withholding that of the lower part, which I consider to be undoubtedly the continua.
tion, as also its dependencies. This last signification will be even more obvious in
speaking of fortifications only, for there can be no doubt that a road such gs I have

9
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seen it in old plans led from Fort St. George to its base and communicated with the
edge of the river at about 150 toises * to
the east, with a battery or redoubt com-
manding the passage, and of which the
ruins probably still exist.

Besides, not to admit our claims to that signification would be, I think, to assert
what is inipossible ; for instance, to go back to the time of war and disturbance when
France had established a line of fortification whieh, leading from the sea and from
Codoty, bordered upon the foot of the Great Calaye and by the green hill or the Fort
8t. George to the Small Calaye and to the river, she did not render herself absolutely
and indisputably mistress of the territory occupied with her cannon, and of all its
dependencies and that, too, when her possessions were of pital importance to her in
securing to her the points which commanded Mahé as 1ndispensably necessary to the
purposes of war, and could alone secure to her the free passage of the river and the
uninterrupted eommunication with its villages of Pallour, Chambara, ('halacara and of
Pandaguel, also with the posts and fortifications everywhere found, and of which some
ruins still exist, as that of the redoubt borne upon the plan which you did me the
honour to communicate to me the 28th December last, would prove.

* A French measure of 6 feet, answering to the
English fathom.— Zranstator.

You appear to think, Sir, that Mr. Pujol has understood, like yourself, that it
would be required only to make over to us the summits of three hills; I can assure
you that in this respect you are in error, Mr. Pujol having written to me in quite a
different sense, Besides, what I have said above appears to me to explain clearly the
meaning of the expressions he has employed in regard to Lord Aberdeen ; and when
speaking of ravanahs, the Commissary of the French Republic dwells upon the passage
of our inhabitants over your territory, he has declared a fact easy to conceive. In
effect, besides that we are always in India nearly surrounded by your possessions, the
surface of the four villages which should be made over to us resembling an hour glass,
that is to say having extremities sufficiently large and united by a long and narrow
neck, if it happened, as has been foreseen of Pondicherry, that our inhabitants took a
direct line in passing over your territory, to avoid a detour upon ours, they could in
fact, in a case of need, provide themselves with a ravanah. Besides, even in supposing
what is not the case, as I have just told you, that Mr. Pujol shared in your opinion in
respect to the three detached prints, the nomination of a French (‘ommissioner on the
spot sufficiently shows that his reports Lad been awaited in order to express u final
judgment. .

From what has been said, it appears to me to be hard not to admit the justice of
our demands. The British Government has, moreover, a long time since, tacitly
acknowledged one, in constantly sharing with us since the cession'the right to the
passage of the river which separates Mahé from the territory which is now known to
belong to it upon the opposite shore,

But should fresh doubts be raised in this respect, the inspection of the places
would entirely remove them ; thus the lower slopes of the south-west side of the Great
Calaye hill, which extend towards.Tellicherry to about twelve paces beyond the shop
of Condoté Paguerchy, also extend, from that point towards the south-west gradually
declining to the distance of a musket shot or two from the sca, the natural boundary
in that direction, and thus necessarily become intersected by the road which leads from
the ferry. From which it follows that that hill comprises all the Point and the

grounds opposite Mahé upon the other side of the river adjacent to Codoty.

v

As for the surplus territory which we so justly claim, it is not only situated
between Mahé and our villages, but they
(the villages + ?) have even between them
such connecting points as are easy to be
seen cannot be justly separated ; thus, for example, the hill of Vera which you admit
upon your plan as being within the limits of our villages is only three musket shots
from the green hill or the Fort St. George, and that distance is ocen pied only by three
grounds wrought in their mingled bases ; the distanee of these hills from one summit
to the other—sides opposed to each other and intermediate space measured—is only
1,890 feet or thereabouts, Besides, the hills of the Great and Small Calayes, of Fort

t Translator.

.
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8t. George, of Vera, Poitara and of Ayapen, follow each other in a manner without
interruption, and form a group which ought necessarily to comprise the territories
which surround or which are enclosed,

So that our bounduries ought to be—

(1) In the south following a direct line drawn in continuation of that which
bounds us to the north of Vera Common, and which passing at W.N. W, interseets the
road to Tellicherry at twelve paces from the shop of Condoté Paguerchy would place
the little building upon our side, and would terminate at the sea below Codoty.

(2) In the N.N.E. from a line leading from the river to the little Ponceau, the
first limit of Peringady which is situated upon the other side of the stream or Tandide
Calaye and leading from that to the north to end at our boundaries at Ayapen.

As regards the four villages themselves, T have to observe, Sir, that the plan which
you did me the honour to communicate to me excludes the nine grounds which appear
to me to belong to us.

Here is the note :—
Ist Poutinpora Parambon, h
2nd. Connaté Parambon.
3rd. Ponatin Candy Tarjy Paramboun.
4th. Banatanvillité Mitiley Tarjy Parambou.
5th. Ajary Parambou. >
6th. Eddavalaté Parambou.
ith. Moddatel Parambou.
8th. Coillote Parambou.
Yth. Corinddavaddaté Parambou. J

The ground of Potton Colon, formerl depen-1)
dency of Pandakel. The ground %icracave |
Parambou which appears to belong to the '>These grounds at present belong to
district of Pallour. The ground Balle the district of Kalaye.
Parambou which appears to belong to the ;

These nine grounds are dependencies
of the hill of Chambara.

same district. )
1st. Tarize Parambou. 1 .
2nd. Tegue Pondividdon Parambou. | 4 7 %
8rd. Pondiaviddon Parambon. &Begggﬁlfe%mafhe rg;:fxrémixf £ tfzzougf,
4th. Chaddin Viddon Parambou, {* ICalave P

oth. Chaddin Vaddaguel Tarize Parambon.

6th, Pilucanddy Purambou. . ,
And finally another ground called Cheria Collatil Parambou, being given up to
Pallour. ‘

In fine, Sir, as I had the honour to tell you by my letter of the 30th December
last, No. 5, the evident intention which you know that for a long time your Hon’ble
Government has had of permitting the free cultivation of tobacco in Malabar,
promises for a future day doubtless not distant, with the spirit of the time, the
disappearance of smuggling of which you complain, and in the meanwhile the good
understanding which exists between the Governments cannot fail to bring about the
arrangements possible in that respect, and which, considering the little importance of
the territory conceded, will doubtless he sufficient to prevent any serious damages to
your interests. Besides, so far as T am concerned, 1 will do what will lie in my
power to anticipate the exigencies of your service within the limits which are
assigned to me. In this sense, and in expecting a more complete consideration, [
think, at first sight, that the new system which you propose may have great efficacy
in stopping the smuggling of tobacco, since it leaves in general no inducement to
make it and besides imposes no fresh burden upon the inhabitants. It remains now
to be seen whether a measure, similar or analagous, be in accordance with our laws.

There is then, in my judgment, every motive for the claims of France, not only
to the four villages, but even to the three hills and to all their dependencies, as also
to the possession which they include of the two banks of the river and the ferries,
being no longer doubted ; these claims appear to me, in fact, to be admitted even by
the concession of Lord Aberdeen, and I have no doubt that the Hon’ble Government
which you represent is of the same opinion. v1g

In the apprehension (and as I have no power to act authoritatively iy e
business confided to me) that the acceptance, at the present time, of the four vi ages
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which you have proposed to me might, without waiting for what will be resolved in
respect to the other points, interfere with the determination of my Government,
I have the honour to conclude the foregoing observations which it was expedient to
offer in this communication by informing you that I am abowt to refer the question
to it.

In conclusion, whatever may be the decision on the part of our Governments in
regard to'the respective interests which are entrusted to us, I would not close this
letter without felicitating myself upon the con munications which I had the honour to
have with you, and in which you have assisted me in maintaining that spirit of good
understanding which renders them easy and kind, and which are worthy the
functionaries of two great nations like those to which we belong.

No. 14. The Right Honourable the Governor in Couneil observes that under date
the 3rd September 1547 the Collector of Malabar had called upon the Civil Engineer of
the 7th Division to take early measures for preparing maps, defining the boundaries of
the villages to be interchanged between the British and French authorities, which
maps do not appear to have been forwarded to Government. It is, therefore, desired
that they may be furnished, at an early date, jointly, it practicable, with those of the
French Chief at Mahé or, if not, separately. :

The Collector of Malabar will be pleased to request Mr. Chatfield to submit to
Government, as early as practicable, the report promised in his letter to the French

Chief at Mahé, dated the 2nd January 1849.
(True Extract.)

(Signed) J. F. THOMAS,
Chief Secretary.

Copy to the Collector of Malabar.
» to Government of India, 26th April 1853.

——

E.M.C,, No. 57, dated 5th February 1849.

Poriticar DEPARTMENT.

No. 57.
To
His Exceruescy Moss. De LALANDE prCALAN,
Governor of the French Establishments in India,
&e., &e., &e.
Sir, :

I have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s letter of the 16th ultimo,
and, in reply, beg to inform you that the subject thereof will be referred, as early as
practicable, for the consideration of the Home authorities.

I beg in the mean time to request your Excellency will be pleased to favour me

v

with a sketch map embracing the points and localities particularly adverted to in your

Excellency’s communication, either distinctly and se arately or join
2 - - tl
the French and British Com’missioners. s . Stk Serigeviiny by

Accept, Sir, the assurance of the high consideration with which
I have the honour to be, &e.,

Fort St. GroreE Rl N
Sth February 18{1’9. (Signed) HENRY POTTINGER.

Copy sent to Government of India, 26th April 1853.
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E.M.C., No. 148, dated 20th March 1849.

PoriTicaAt DEPARTMENT.

Extract from Manutes of Consultation, No. 148, dated 20th March 1849,

Reap—the following : —

From H. V. CONOLLY, Esq., Collector of Malabar, to J. F. THOMAS, Esq.,
Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated Calicut, 24th
February 1849, No. 4.

I have the honour to forward, for the information of Government, a copy of
Mr. Chatfield’s report * on the Mahé
question alluded in the last paragraph of
the Minutes of Consultation under date
the 5th instant. The report, it will be seen, is dated the 10th January, but I may
explain that it had to be slightly modified, and only came to me eventually a day or
two ago.

9. Mr. Chatfield, after perusing the communication from Government to which I
am now replying, has thought it well to
write a further t letter, recapitulatory of
the subjects treated of in his correspond-
ence with Mr. Hayes, the French Commissioner at Mahé.

3. The question at issue is simply this. What meaning is to be attached to

Lord Aberdeen’s instructions, as conveyed in his Minute under date lst July 1846,
that the French are to have ceded to them the ¢ three detached points” or “posts”

* Dated 10th January 1849.

+ Dated 10th instant.

" the words are used indifferently by Lord Aberdeen) ¢ of Fort St. George, Great

Calaye and Little Calaye ” in addition to four villages separately specified.

Is Mr. Chatfield correct in his belief that the meaning is that these points are

nothing but three detached { military posi-

+ Detached from Mahé ; detached from each ° tions which,as they overlook and command

other—uvide Map. Mahé, it was a point of honour with, the

French to obtain possession of, or is

Mr. Hayes correct in A7s belief that it means not only these mlitary outworks, but

also all their ¢ dependencies”, a term by which he includes a tract of country yielding

¢ £ . ayearly revenue of Rs. 780, and the half

The total ferry tax is Rs. 1,303, of which of 5 river yielding from ferry tolls Rs. 650

the French have a maiety. a year more, total Rs. 1,430 per annum ?

4. That Mr. Chatfield is right in /s construction of the instructionsof the Home

Government (the only point I presume that is now to be discussed) is a matter on
which I have no doubt.

5. That the term ¢ points” (or posts) would more naturally favour Mr. Chatfield’s
view than his own, is evidently felt by Mr. Hayes when he thinks it necessary to add
to it the word “ dependencies’” in order to defend his own view. :

6. An exactly similar word  dependencies ” was used by the French in 1792
as regards these very * points,” but the expression was vigorously resisted by the
British parties in authority at that time as being one quite unauthorized. For the
details of this occurrence I beg to refer to the Commissioner’s report under date the
10th July 1828, paragraph 138.

7. Lord Aberdeen’s minute § is evidently grounded on this report and it will tend
to elucidate the subject that I quote here,
the opinion of the Commissioners, as to
what was meant by these ¢‘three points’:—

8. “ With respect to Fort St. George, and Great and Little Calaye, which though
situated in the Coringotte district, are specifically and separately claimed, there can
be no doubt that on the two first of these places at least you ”” (they are addressing the
French Commissioners) ¢ formerly had redoubts or military posts, as we took and
subsequently restored them on two successive occasions. 'Wehave no reason either to
call in question that you occupied them under a grant or by the permission of the

: 10

§ Dated 1st July 1846.
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Coringotte Nair, though we meet with no direct information to this effect in any of the
papers that have fallen under our notice. These hills are within two or three hundred
toises of Mah¢ itself on the opposite side of the river, and the possession of them was
indispensably necessary in a military point of view to the defence of that place; as
the elevation of the centre one ILa’ Montague verte (or Fort St. George) is stated in
Mr. Larcher’s report to General Malartie to be 27 toises, while the highest point of
Mahé, which was Fort Dauphin, was only 15.”

““ We are however led to believe by the whole tenor of the information we have
obtained in regard to the Coringotte district, that you never possessed more than the
mere ground on the summit of the hills which was covered by the military works
constructed on them, and that no portion of the adjoining territory however small had
ever been conceded to you by the Nair ”—and after some further detail confirmatory
of these positions they add the expressions of their decided judgment—* that the
French had not actual occupation of Fort St. George or Great and Little Calaye on the
1st of January 1792, and ‘that at no period of time had they ever possessed them
otherwise than as mere advanced posts of an exclusively military nature.”

9. Monsr. de Lalande de Calan bas apparently not seen Lord Aberdeen’s minute,
or he would hardly have used such an in-
appropriate term as that of ¢ territories ”
in treating of the posts in question.

10. To any part of the Coringotte “ territory ” pro perly so called, the French, as
asserted by Lord Aberdeen, on the admis-
sion of their own Governor Monsr.
. k : deMelay, have no right whatever. Now
the portion claimed by Mr. Hayes is not only a considerable but a valuable portion
of this said territory—its rental, as I have shown in the commencement of this letter,
being not less than Rs. 1,430 per annum.

11. The cession of the tract now requested by the French authorities would, as
Mr. Chatfield remarks, be productive of great loss and inconvenience to us,

12. In the first place, we should have to remodel, and very largely increase, our
establishment for the prevention of smuggling.

The precincts of Mahé are at present 2; miles, and as we have the command of
half of the river through which foreign
tobaceo ﬁ;ds its way into the French
territory from the sea r

having chokies within hail of each other a]] round t}):e French border tv(:ecf:eﬁk ?I}ilgor?lg
measure at least its introduction into our limits, But if we lose this half of the river
and t.he French precinets are increased in an unbroken line from 2 to about 12 miles. it
1s evident that the difficuity of repressing smuggliug will be enormously increaséd.

A cordon of peons for 2 miles costs Ra, 124. A cordon for 12 miles would cost
Rs. 744 per mensem. '

13. Accession of this territory would lead also, T imagi i i
) _ . gine, to an immediate loss of
about Rs. 45,000 being the arrears of receipts obtai’ned by us ;ince the year 1817 from
its possession. ived

Vide his letter, dated 16th J anuary 1849,

Lord Aberdeen’s minute, paragraph 9.

Exclusivé of the seabord.

14. But I feel confident that such heavy sacrifices were never intended when
Lord Aberdeen resolved, more as a matter of favour than of justice, to cede to the French
Government the « detached points ” or ¢ posts ” of Fort St. Geo;'ge Great Calaye and
Little Calaye. Had it been 80, some specification would doubtless I’Jave been made of
them, as was made in the case ** of the
arrears of the net revenue of the four vil-
lages” ordered to be restored.

15. It is with regret that I find that the.a French authorities show but little in-
clination to respond to the hope expressed
by Lord Aberdeen that the cession of the

Lord Aberdeen’s minute, paragraph 5,

Paragraph 6.
Note.—Not,let it be remarked, of the 3 points,

: 3 A his Lordship remarks must inevitabl
have the consequence of Increasing the facility of smuggling—¢ may induce tll;e;‘lrenel{

four Aldees (or villages)—a cession which -

o9
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Government to unite in the arrangements which are necessary for the mutual advan-
tage of the two Governments, and by which alone a kind and- friendly feeling can he
maintained between their respective servants.” '

16. Monsr. Pujol, the late Governor of Pondicherry, thought that Lord Aberdeen

had written in this manner from a want of knowledge of the localities, and that as the
territory to be ceded was at a distance

Vide his letter, 231d August 1847, paragraph 13. from the shore of the sea, ‘ elovgmees du
rivage de la mer” there could be little

fear of an increase of smuggling. Mr. Chatfield has shown in his letter of the 2nd
January last, that this admission of Mousr. Pujol speaks volumes as to the meaning
which /e attached to the  three points ” at the time of writing it that he certainly did

not think with Mr. Hayes that they embraced any part of the line of coast.

17. T allude to Monsr. Pujol’s words to show that Lord Aberdeen was not so
mistaken as he supposes. The cession of the four villages will inevitably give an extra
facility to smuggling. At present the contraband tobacco is always liable to seizure
even if it has escaped our preventive peons on the border as the surrounding ecountry
is all English, and any official may lay his hands on it; but the possession by the
French of a long slip of ground like that embraced by the four villages will greatly
alter the state of the case. The distance between Mahé and the nearest point of the four
villages is a mere trifle, and once over that, the tobacco may be stored for smuggling
into the Company’s territories in any of the unprotected points to be found inthe twelve
miles of frontier which the four villages embrace. Some extra security therefore is
certainly urgently required and I can see no easier method to obtain it, none less
liable to hurt the feelings of the French authorities, than what has been proposed by
Mr. Chatfield and myself, viz., that the system under which they derive their supply
of tobacco for the use of their subjects should be assimilated to that under which they
at present derive their supply of salt—we to furnish them at the wholesale price with
whatever quantity is required for their people, which they will sell in retail at prices
similar to those which obtain among ourselves. The wholesale price being Rs. 35
and the retail Rs. 175 this plan would be as profitable, comparatively, to the F rench, as
it is to ourselves and as a great portion of their subjects (those embraced by the four
villages now to be ceded) have always been liable to pay the higher rate, the annoyance
to be felt by the increase of price to the consamer will be limited to a few, i.e., to the
residents of Mahé proper.

18. Mr. Hayes, it will be seen, declines much argument on the subject, and
suggests that its necessity be obviated by the British Government doing away with
their tobacco monopoly generally.

19. I forward various maps showing the position of the territories and points
treated of in this letter.
Memorandum of maps forwarded,

Boundary survey attested by Major Cotton, Mr. Chatfield and Mr. Hayes.

Copy of do. do do.

Sketeh by Assistant Revenue Surveyor Shedden showing in detail the points
at present in dispute between the English and French Commissioners .

Old maps relating to the French territories lately received from the Collec-
tor in charge of the Speecial Agent’s Department, Caddalore, and which
may possibly be required for reference .. .o .o . oo

e

| ol e

Total maps ..,

ENCLOSURES.

From R. CHATFIELD, Esq., Sub-Collector of Malabar, to the Collector of Malabar,
dated Tellicherry, 10th January 1849,

I have the honour to forward Monsieur Hayes’ last letter, No. 8, under date the
€th instant, containing his views of what is meant by “the three detached points,”

From this you will perceive that a large and very important tract of territory is
claimed, commencing from the entrance of the river, running east beyond our Custom
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House at Callye, from thence stretching north until the land joins Naaltarra for the
four villages and proceeding west and by south down to the sea on the Mahé side of
the old battery of Condotty Comchy. This claim seems to me preposterous, since the
Home Government, on the report of the Commissioners of 1828, declare the French
have no claim to any of the lands of the late Coringote Nair, and as a matter of
courtesy can merely claim the three points where they formerly had an outwork and
two small fortresses; without the least control over an iota of the adjoining cultivated
lands. Should this unreasonable claim be seriously pressed, a fair opportunity will
be opened for our bringing forward the incontestible claims of the British Govern-
ment, as successors to the rights of the Cartenaad Rajah, to have a Custom House
at Mahé, and to the collections and taxes which until Mahé was captured by us had
always been regularly levied by the servants of the Rajah, who was acknowledged by
the French to be the proprietor of the soil. I shall forward you a map containing
my ideas of what was meant by the three points with the claims now made by
Monsieur Hayes.

As you have long since advocated, I believe, a modification of the tobacco mono-
poly, it is unnecessary for me to repeat what everybody acquainted with Malabar
has said regarding the great grievance and injury of that tax. I feel perfectly
confident, if the abolition of the monopoly is at present impossible, that a great
reduction might be made in prices without any reduction to the revenue. The induce-
ment to smuggle is now excessive, and a reduction in the price of tobacco would not
only destroy that inducement (for the difficulties of the transit are very great) but
materially increase the consumption and turn the gangs of smugglers to seek a less
precarious livelihood in legitimate commerce and the eultivation of waste lands. I
doubt whether tobacco can be grown, as Monsieur Hayes thinks, with success in
Malabar, but, if it could, a regulated tax on its production would have most beneficial
results in opening a fresh source of trade and industry.

Regarding the gardens and fields which Monsieur Hayes supposes formerly
belonged to Naaltarra (the once Mahé Hobly), I have reason to think he writes on

|
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Mr. deCalan repeats, after Mr. Hayes, the train of argument which was so
trinmphantly refuted by the Commissioners of 182%, and as it was merely my duty to
restore what the British Government offered, and the French Government in Europe
had aceepted, I declined entering into a long and useless, because irrelevant, discussion,
regarding the supposed ¢laim of 1792. Mr. deCalan states in his letter of the 16th
ultimo to the Madras Government that, in addition to the 4 villages, the British
Government sanctioned the restoration of *“les territoires connues sous le nom de
Fort St. George, Grand et petit Calye,” but it will be apparent, on perusjng Lord
Aberdeen’s minute, that the British Government never sanctioned any thing of the
kind, but simply recognized as a matter of courtesy, their claim to the 3 detached
points of Fort St. George, the Great and Little Calaye.

The matter is one of vital importance to our interests in Malabar, as the posses-
sion of the river, of the ferry and the custom house will leave it open to every
species of illicit trade, eut off our direct communication along the coast, offer a sure |
retreat from the Jaw, and entail a yearly loss of no trivial amount of revenue. |
Surely, if it had been intended to cede more than the barren fortifications, some!
mention would have been made of the revenue arising from the ferry and extensively
eultivated grounds, and, I have no doubt, if any departure is made from the strict
letter of our instructions, that a long amount of arrears will be claimed as soon as
the French are put in possession of these ‘ dependencies.” Their right, I repeat
because it is most necessary to remember, has been denied, and I cannot be induced
to imagine, that the British Minister would injure our position in Malabar for mere
courtesy. It was an act of graciousness to resign positions which overlook Mahé
and had once been occupied by the French ; but, to yield territories to our own parti-
cular loss would be more than an act of graciousness, and was, therefore, never
contemplated by Lord Aberdeen or expected by Count Jarnae.

No. 10.

the report of inhabitants just beyond the boundaries and who are desirous of partici- Mane,
pating in the benefits expected to arise from a free trade and consumption of tobacco. ce 22 Fevrier 1849,
MoxNsIEUR,

From Monsieur J. HAYES, Chef de Service, Mahé, to the Sub-Collector of Malabar,
dated 6th January 1849, No. 6.

From R. CHATFIELD, Esq., Sub-Collector, to the Collector of Malabar, dated
Cannanore, 10th February 1849.

T have the honour to return the “ Extract from the Minutes of Consultation under
date the 5th February 1849” regarding the cession of 4 villages and 3 detached
points to the French.

My “report” is in the letters already communicated to you. To clear up any
doubts, I will recapitulate. y "

Mr. Hayes and I differ in "our opinion regarding the meaning and extent of
territory included under the term of 3 detached points. Mr. Hayes thinks that the
entire hills, with the adjoining river, fields, and gardens is meant; I cannot under-

&

\
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J’ai ’honneur de vous retourner le plan signé par Monsieur 'Ingénieur Cotton le 9
du mois dernier & Ootacamund et que vous m’avez adressé avec votre lettre du 16 de
ce mois.

En m’invitant, Monsieur, a signer ce plan si je le trouve correct vous indiquez au
crayon sur le plan méme le lieu ot nous devons tous deux opposer nos signature.

J’ai le plaisir de me rendre & votre désir en spécifiant toute fois que eomme la
figure des quatre illages de Palour, de Chalekara, de Chambara et de Pandaquel fait
suite & celle des montagnes du Grand Calaye, du Fort St. George et du Petit Calaye
et que les dix-neuf terrains que j’ai reclamés par ma lettre du 9 Janvier 1649, No. 6,
ne m’y paraissent point portés, je fais toutes reserves & cet égard ainsi que pour tous
onblis ou omissions qui pourraient exister au préjudice de mon gouvernement.

Recevez, Monsieur, I'assurance de ma considération trés distingude.

Le Chéf du Service,
Commissaire Francais.

o1

stand more than 3 military positions once occupied and fortified by the French. ) (Signed) Jy. HAYES,
1 That they are resigned in courtesy and not as a matter of right is clear, since the A Monsieur R. Chatfield, Sous-Collecteur de Malabar,
. Home Government expressly declare that the French claim to Coringot Nair’s pos- Commissaire du Governement Anglais a Tellicherry. ’

gessions (in which the forts stand) cannot for an instant be entertained ; and the 2 « e Returning the map of the four villages to be ceded to the French duly signed.
| Commissioners of 1828 explicitly state that the French never had any control beyond . .

the limits of their outworks. On this report of the Commissioners the British Minister

formed his decided opinion. OrpEr—No. 148, Political, dated 20th March 1849,

Pending a reference on the meaning of the terms “ 3 detached points”” I tendered
the 4 villages (regarding which there is no dispute) to Mr. Hayes’ acceptance, but he
declined to receive them without the 3 points and their ¢ dependencies” as under-
stood by him. '

Ordered to be brought to the notice of the Honourable the Court of Directors
with the former papers on the subject.
(True Extract.)

J. F. THOMAS,
Chaef Secretary.

11
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A

Letter to the Honourable the Secret Committee of the Honourable the
Court of Directors, No. 2, dated 27th Warch 1849, -

Srorer DEePARTMENT,
L]

No. 2 of 1849.

Trr Hox’BLE THE SecrET CoMMITTEE oF THE

Ho¥’sLE TBE CoUrr oF Dirkcrors or tur Q-\
Easr Inp1ia Conrawy. :

HoN’BLE Sigs,

With reference to our despatch of the 5th January last No. 1, we have the :
honour to submit the correspondence :

it 41 Nos. 2 and 6, noted in the margin, from which Your
In Consultation, dated 6th February 1849, %Ionou.rai)le Oourt "will o thiit the
Nos. 13—15 4 ‘ommissioners for the delivery to h:anee
In Consultation, dated 20th March 1849, Nos, ©f certain terrl.tory at Mahé, are at 18sue
24 and 25, as to the meaning to be attached to Lord

See Secret Court’s despatch, dated 3rd July A‘berd'een’s instructions as conveyed in
1846, his minute of the Ist July 1846, regard-

ing the ¢ three detached points ? o ‘ ’

“ posts ”’ (the words are used indiﬂ'erent]y by Lord Aberdeen) ¢ of Fort St George,

Great Calay and Little Calay ” to be ceded to the French in addition to four villages
separately specified,

2. Mr. Chatfield, the English Commissioner, considers the meaning to be that
these points are merely three detacheq military positions, which, as they overlook . f*f—%
and command Mahé, it was a point of honour with the French to obtain ‘Possession
of, while Mr. Hayes, the French Commissioner, believes that it means not only these
military out-works, but also all their dependencies, a term by which he includes a
' tract of country yielding a revenue of Rs, 1,430 per annum.

3. We informed the Governor of the French Fstablishments in Tndia that the
subject would be referred for the eonsideration of the Home authoritics, and in now

| r : dated 10th Ju] :
1828, which was submitted fo Your Honourable Court with a despatéh in the Foreilgl{ \( ﬁ/

Department, dated the 21st October 1830, No, 3.

Forr, Sr. GEeorar, : (Signed) HENRY POTTIN GER.
27th March 1849. Ry G. H. F. BERKELEY.,
SRS DANIEL ELioT,

P.8.—Since the foregoing was written, we have received a farther commupi.

: : cation from the Governor of the F
In Consultation, dated 12th April 1849, Establishments in India op the su!rg::th \ A5
7

Nos. 14, 15. copy of which, with oy President’s reply
18 herewith transinitted. :

Forr Sr. Georox, (Signed)  HENRY PoTTING IR

13tk April 1849. , STy S < g BERKELEY.
( » ) HENRY DICKINSON.
( s ') DANIEL ELIOT,

43 ’
‘E.M.C, Nos. 1416, dated 13th April 1849,

Porrricar DepartvENT.
Fxtracr from Mjnutes of Consultation, Nos. 14—1 6, dated 13th April 1849

REap—the following : —

No. 14. From His ExceLLENCY Mons, DrLALANDE DECA.LAN, Governor of the
French Establishments in India, dated Pondicherry, 27th March 1849, No. 9.

Par lettre en date du 5 Février dernier, Votre Excellence m’informait qu’elle
allait soumettre le plustot qu’il lui serait possible, aux autorités métropolitaines,
Paffaire rélative ) la rétrocession des dépendances de Mahé. Elle me faisait connaitre
en méme tems, qu'elle désirait avoir un plan comprenant les diverses localités men-
tionné.s dans ma lettre du 16 Janvier 1849,

Depuis cette époque, M. le Commissaire francais m’a rendu compte que le 22
Février dernier, il avait 8igné, sous toutes les réserves par lui faites dans la lettre
adressée le méme jour & M. le 8, Collecteur Chatfield un plan revetu de la signa-
ture de M. I'Ingénieur Cotton. (e plan, accompagné de toutes les observations de
Mr. Hayes, a d étre communiqué & Votre Excellence. Jo viens aujourd'hui la prier

de vouloir bien me faire connaitre la détermination 3 laquelle elle se sera arrétée
examen fait des réclamations de M. e Commissaire francais afin que le cas échéant,

Agreez, je vous prie, Monsieur le Gouverneur, ’assurance de la haute considéra-
tion avec lagnelle j’ai I'honneur d’étre

[ Translation.]

By a letter under date the 5th February last, your Excellency informed me that
you would submit, as early as possible, to the Chief authorities the question relative
to the restoration of the dependencies of Mahé. Your Excellency gave me to under-
stand, at the same time, tbat you desired to have a plan comprising the various
localities mentioned in my letter of the 16th J. anuary 1849, -

Since that period, the French Commissioner has informed me that on the 22nd
February last he signed, under all the reservations made by him in the letter addressed
the same day to Mr. Sub-Coliector Chatfield, a plan bearing the signature of Mr,
Engineer Cotton. This plan, with all the observations of Mr. Hayes, ought to have
been communicated to your Fxcellency. I now solicit that you will inform me of the
decisiou come to upon the examination of the reclamations of the French Commissioner,
in order that the business beirg brought to a close, I may consult as to the measures
to be taken.

Accept, Sir, the assurance of the high consideration with which

I have the honour to be, &e.

———

No.15. To His Excerrescy Moxa, DeLALANDE DECALAN, Governor of the
French Establishments in India, No. 186, dated 10th April 1849,

S,

Para. 1. 1 have had the honour to receive your Fxcellency’s communication
of the 27th ultimo, and, in reply, beg to inform you that Mr. Commissioner Hayes’
observations and the plan alluded to by your Excellency have received the attention
of this Government,

Your Excellency having stated in your communication of the 16th January last
that it would be impossible for the French Government to accept the conditions of
the English Commissioner, which appear to be those laid down by Lord Aberdeen in
his minute of the 1st July 1846, a copy of which is forwarded, I could only refer
the matter for the consideration of the Home authorities, to whom the whele of the
correspondence, with the plan, will be forwarded st the earliest opportunity,
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I do myself the hLonour to enclose extract of a report from the Collector of

Malabar, and to inform your Excellency

Paragraphs 3 to 10 of report dated 2ith ha¢ fully concur in that officer’s view
TNy 1040, of the subject.

Accept, Sir, the assurance of the high consideration with which
I have the honour to be, &ec.,
(Signed) = HENRY POTTINGER.

No. 16. To Tae COLLECTOR or MALABAR, No. 187, dated 10th April 1849.

Sig,

With reference to your communication of the 24th February last, I am directed by
the Right Honourable the Governor in
Council to forward, for your information,
transcripts of the papers noted in the
margin and to inform you that the sub-
ject to which they refer is under despatch
to the Honourable Court.

(Signed) J. F. THOMAS,
' Clief Secretary.

E.M.C., Nos. 16, 17, dated 22nd May 1849.

PoriTicAL DEPARTMENT.
Exrtracr from Minutes of Consultation, dated 22nd May 1849, Nos. 16, 17.

Reap—the following :—

From the Governor of Pondicherry, dated 27th
March 1849.

To the Governor of Pondicherry, dated 10th
April 1849, No. 186.

No. 12. "
PonpicHery,
le 10 Mai 1849.

J’ai honneur d’accuser réception & votre Excellence de la lettre en date du
10 Avril dernier, par laquelle elle m’informe qu’elle va réferer aux autorités métro-
politaines de Vaffaire concernant la rétrocession du territoire dépendant de Mahé. Il
ne me reste plus, des lors, qu’a m’adresser, de mon c6té, & mon Gouvernement et c’est
ce que je compte faire trés prochainement.

Je ne crois pas devoir laisser passer sous silence 'observation contenue au p. 9
de la lettre de Monsieur le Collecteur du Malabar, en date du 24 février 1849, dont
Votre Excellence m’a transmis un extrait.
pas les termes des instructions de Lord Aberdeen; mais avant tout, il devait se
conformer aux ordres de son Gouvernement, et il ne s’est nullement cru lié par des
expressions que viennent contredire des faits avérés et Pétat des lieux.

Quant au reste de ’argumentation de Monsieur le Collecteur du Malabar, ce n’est
que la répétition des motifs allégués au Commissaire francais et que celui-ci a réfutés.
Je n’y reviendrai done point.

Agréez, Monsieur le Gouverneur, ’assurance de la trés haute considération avee
laquelle j’ai 'honneur d’étre

Mo%sieUR LE GOUVERNEUR,

De Votre Excellence,

Le trés humble et trés obéissant serviteur,
Le Gounverneur des Etablissemens frangais dans I’Inde,

DE LALANDE DE CALAN.

E A Soh Excellence le Trés Honorable Gouverneur de la
Présidence du Fort St. George & Madras.

Ordered to be recorded.

(True Extract.)

J. F. THOMAS,
Chief Secretary.

Monsicur de Lalande de Calan n’ignorait

-~
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E.M.C,, No. 5, dated 10th September 1849,

SECRET DEPARTMENT.
No. 5.

Extract from Minutes of Consultation, dated 10th September 1849.

The Board proceed to pass orders on the following despatch from the Secret
Committee of the Honourable the Court of Directors, dated 13th July 1849,

—_—

From the Honourable the Secret Committee of the Honourable the Court of
Directors, to the Right Honourable the Governor in Council, Fort St. George,
dated East India House, London, 13th July 1849, No. 1380.

You have referred, for the decision of the Home authorities, the question, whether,
in the restoration to the French Government of the dependencies of Mahé, any
territory yielding revenue is to be considered as belonging to Fort St. George and the
Great and Little Calaye.

2. After communication with Her Majesty’s Government, we have no hesitation
in answering this question in the negative.

3. In all the correspondence which has taken place on this subject, the authorized |
restorations have been considered as comprising four villages yielding revenue, and |
three (the three above named) forts or military outposts “of no territorial value.”
If these words were not used in the letter of Lord Aberdeen, their sense was clearly
implied in the words * detached points,” applied to those three forts.

Ordered that a copy of this despatch be forwarded to the Collector of Malabar
and to the Collector in charge of the Special Agent’s Department and that the
following letter be despatched. :

(True Extract.)

(Signed) J. F, THOMAS,
Chief Secretary,

No. 6.
To
H.E. M. DeSALANDE peCALAN,
Governor of the French Establiskments in India. .
S, ;

I do myself the honour to inform your Excellency that the Honourable the Court
of Directors, in communication with Her Majesty’s Government, have negatived the
claim advanced by the French authority in India, to the territory in the vicinity of
Mahé, adjacent to Fort St. George and the Great and Little Calaye, adverted to in your
Excellency’s letter of the 10th May last. As it appears obvious to the Home Govern-
ment that this territory yielding revenue is expressly excluded by the terms military
outposts “of no territorial value,” and that this is clearly implied in the language
used by Lord Aberdeen, viz., ¢ three detached points.”

Accept, Sir, the assurance of the high consideration with which

I have the honour to be, &e.

Forr St. GEORGE, (Signed) H, POTTINGER.

10tk September 1849.
12
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E.M.C,, No. 8, dated 25th September 1849,

SECRET DEPARTMENT.

Extract from Minutes of Consultation, No. 8, dated 25th September 1849.
Reap—the following :—

From H. DESALANDEDE CALAN, Governor of the French Establishments in
« India, to His Excellency the Right Honourable Governor of the Presidency
of Fort St. George at Madras, dated Pondicherry, 14th September 1849.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 10th instant.
As soon as my Government will have notified to me the decision come to on the
subject of our reclamation of the territory of Mahé, I shall lose no time in com-
municating the same to your Excellency.

Resolution—No. 8, dated 25th September 1849,

To be recorded.

E.M.C., Nos. 464, 465, dated 29th April 1853,

REvENUE DEPARTMENT.

Extract from Minutes of Consultation, Fort St. George, Nos. 464-65, dated 29th
April 1853.

Received the following letter :—

From the Honourable the Secret Committee of the Honourable the Court of
Directors, to the Right Honourable the Governor in Council, Fort St. George,
dated London, 7th January 1853, No. 1535.

We transmit herewith copy of a letter from the President of the Board of Com-
missioners for the Affairs of India, dated the 26th November 1852, with which is
transmitted, for our consideration, eopy of a letter from Her Majesty’s Secretary of
State for Foreign Affairs, and of its enclosure respecting the terms. on which articles
of consumption are imported by land from British territory into the French Settle-
ments of Pondicherry, Karikal, Yanam and Mah¢.

2. His Excellency the French Ambassador proposes that an a:rmngement which
was made in the year 1819 between the Governments of Fort St. George and Pondi-
cherry should, by a definitive act, be invested with the character and duration of a
treaty.

3. The correspondence relative to the arrangement referred to by Count Wale-
wski js recorded on your Foreign Consultations of the 10th April and 30th August
1819. We observe, however, that independently of any practice which might be
agreed on between the two Goverpments the law affecting the levy of duties on goods
passing by land into or out of Foreign Kuropean Settlements on the coast of the
Madras Presidency is contained in Act VI of 1841 which declares that the rates to be
levied shall be those preseribed for goods mported or exported on foreign battons at
any British port by Act VI of 1848 the duty leviable on goods shipped on foreign
battons has been equalized with that leviable on British battons.

4. As we are uncertain whether, under the Acts referred to, a change may not
have been made in the mode of treating articles passing from British into French
territory, we desire that you will ascertain the practice that at present exists in this
respect, and that, before reporting the matter to us, you will submit the question to
the Governor-General of India in Council with the view of obtaining the opinion of
that authority as to the propriety of acceding to the suggestion of Count Walewski,
East India House.

(Signed)
g

J. W. HOGG.
R. ELLICE

"
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ENCLOSURE.

To rue Secrer Commritee or teHe East Inpia Coxpany, &c.
G ENTLEMEN,

With reference to the correspondence which has passed as to French Settlement
of Mahé in East Indies, I have the honour to transmit, for your consideration, a copy
of a letter, dated the 19th instant, and of its enclosure, which I have received from
Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs respecting the terms on which
articles of consumption are imported into Pondicherry, Karikal, Yanam and Mahé,

26th November 1852. (Signed) J. C. HARRIES.

To Huen Srarg, Esaq., &c.
Sir,

I am directed by the Earl of Malmesbury to transmit to you a copy of a note
from Count Walewski, the French Ambassador at this Court, proposing that an arrange-
ment made in 1819 by the French and British authorities in India for the free impor-
tation of goods into Pondicherry, Karikal, Yanam and Mahé be confirmed by a treaty
and be considered as a final settlement of the Mahé question, and with reference to
Lord Palmerston’s letter of the 20th of April 1850 enclosing a copy of a note
addressed by His Lordship on the 8th of the same month to the French Ambassador on
this subject, I am to request that you will move the Commissioner for the A ffairs of
India to take Count Walewski’s note into consideration and to favor Lord Malmes-
bury with their decision upon His Excellency’s proposition.

Fore1eN Orrice, (Signed) H. M. ADDINGTON.,

19th November 1852.

[ Translation.]
Hrs Excerruexcy THE EARL or MaruEessury, &c.
RicaT HoNoURABLE SIR,

Your Excellency is not unaware that the territory of Mahé, situated on the
Malabar Coast, was ceded to France by an article of the Treaty of Paris of 1814, but
that that restoration which was effected by the Government of His Britannic Majesty
in 1817 remains incomplete. ~ After long negotiations a rule was determined upon on
both sides on the 6th July 1846 to the effect that France, which moreover made an
express reserve in respect to the points of claims which the Court of London did not
judge sufficiently established, should enter upon the immediate possession of certain
territories the weight (si¢) which it was not disputed.

Some difficulties then arose as to the necessity of defining the exact limits of the
ceded lands or concerning the payment of a debt of Rs. 80,000 lent in 1,775 by France
to the Provinee of Coringott Nair.

In its desire to put an end to those difficulties and to arrive at a final settlement
of these various questions my Government has endeavoured to find a basis of arrange-
ment which should lead to settlement. Now in 1819 a sort of compromise which
authorises the free introduction into the territories of Pondicherry, Karikal, Yanam
and Mahé of articles necessary for the consumption of those places was entered into
between the English and French authorvities of India. That aet has always been
acknowledged and referred to on both sides.

I, therefore, propose for your Excellency to give to the arrangement of 1819 by a
definitive act the character and permanence of a treaty. In the event of, as I hope, your
Excellency being disposed to accept of my proposal, our two Governments will have
to concest (sic) for transmitting fresh instructions to their respective agents in India.

(Signed)  A. WALEWSKL
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No. 464.

1. With the above letter the Secret Committee of the Honourable the Court of
Directors transmit copy of a communication with its enclosures from the President of
the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India relative to a proposal made by
His Excellency the French Ambassador to the effect that the al‘r.al'Jgel.nent which took
place in the year 1819 between the French and English authorities in India relative
to the free importation into the settlements of Pondicherry,_K_arlkal, Yan‘am and Ma:hé
of articles necessary for local consumption should, by a definitive Act, be invested with
the character and duration of a treaty.

2. The Secret Committee desire that this Government will ascertain the practice
which since the passing of Acts VI, 1844, and VI , 1848, has obtained in regard to the
levy of duties on goods passing by land into or out of the French Settlements on the
coasts of the Madras Presidenc y and that before reporting the matter to them the
question be submitted to the Governor-General in Council with the view of obtaining
the opinion of that authority as to the propriety of acceding to the suggestion of
Count Walewski.

- 3. With respect to the arrangement “une sorte de compromis ” referred to by
Count Walewski as having been entered into between the French and English
authorities in 1819, it is observed that in their letter of the 20th March 1819 the
Count du Puy and Mr. Dayat made to the Government of Madras certain propositions
of which some were admitted and others negatived, but without any convention or
agreement being formally executed. The first of these proposals was that all articles
intended for the consumption of the inhabitants of the French Settlements should

be exempt from fromtier duty. From

To British Commissioner at Pondicherry, 30th anothex_‘ part of the letter it appeared that

August 1819, the articies here referred to were such as

grain provisions (comestibles) native

medicines and drugs (medicines at drogues pour les Malabars). In reply they were
informed that the exemption thus sought was already in force.

. 4. Subsequently several applications, as shown in the annexed Précis, have been
received from the French authorities requesting exemption from duty on certain goods
passing into or out of their territories and certain concessions have from time to time

confined, all others being allowed to pass free,

5. Insubmitting their schedules the Board of Revenue at the same time su ggested,
with reference to the krench ports being
free and the variations that might pro-
4 bably take place in the local trade, that
the schedules should be revised periodically every five years, adding it is quite possible
that many articles now of very slight traffic and therefore struck off from the list
may in a short time become of more importance and vce versd and it will be necessary
to protect the import duties by not encouraging an undue advantage to merchants
importing into this Presidency vid Pondicherry and the other ports,

Paragraph 18,

7. The proposal of His Excellency the French Ambassador is made in view to
its furnishing a basis for settling the question at isspe relative to the cession of the
larnds to be given over to the French in the vicinity of Mahé. 1Itis seen from the

# -
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correspondence noted in the margin that the negotiations for this purpose have for

From Secret Committee, 3rd July 1846,
Minutes of Consultationy 31st August 1846,
No. 61.
From Special Agent at Cuddalore, 17th Sep-
tember 1847, .
To the Government of India, 12th October 1847.
Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, 14th
December 1848,

Extract Minutes of Consultation, 23rd Decem-
ber 1848.

From the Governor of Pondicherry, 16th Janu-
ary 1849,

Extract Minutes of Consultation, 5th Feb-
ruary 1849,

From Collector of Malabar, 24th February 1849.

Order thereon, 20th March 18 19.

From the Governor of Pondicherry, 10th May
1849.

From Secret Committee, 13th July 1849,

Board Resolution in Secret Committee, 10th
September 1849.

To the Governor of Pondicherry, 10th Septem-
ber 1849,

From the Government of Pondicherry, 14th
September 1849,

opinion, that by the schedules sanctioned 3
to place the French settlements within the
advantageous footing with advertence to.

Proeeedinés, 30th January 1851, paragraph 18.

some time been suspended, because the
French authorities claim a certain extent
of land around the three detached points
or posts of Fort George and the great
and small Calaye mentioned in Lord
Aberdeen’s note of 1st July 1846, which
claim the Court of Direetors have, in reply
to a reference made to them on the subject
and after communicating with Her
Majesty’s Government, declared to be un-
tenable. The decision of the Court has
been made known (10th September 1849)
to the Governor of Pondicherry, who, 14th
September 1849, replied that, on receipt of
advice from his own Government on the
subject, he would communicate thereon
with the Government of Madras, but
nothing has since been heard from him.

8. The Right. Honourable the
Governor in Council now resolves, in
obedience to the commands of the Honour-
able Court, to communicate the circum-
stances above noticed to- the Government
of India and to add the expression of his
Oth May 1851 everything has been done
Madras Presidency on a most liberal and
their local commerce and that no further
indulgence is required. For the reasons
given by the Board of Revenue he does
not think that any permanent engagement

should be entered into and he cannot pereeive that such a measure would tend to
facilitate the settlement of the question relative to the Mahé cessions, inasmuch as the

completion of that arrangement has been

delayed, not from any consideration con-

nected with the frontier tariff, but solely in consequence of the French authorities

having advanced certain claims_to territo
the Honourable the Court of Directors have.

Forr St. Georar,,
26th April 1853.

ry which Her Majesty’s Government and
ruled to be inadmissible,

(Signed)  T. PYCROFT,

Secretary to Government,

——

No. 465.

To J. P. Granr, Esa., Secretary t

Sir,

o.the Government of India.

Iam directed. by the Right Honourable the Governor in Council to forward
the accompanying copy of despatch from the Honourable the Secret Committee of the
Honourable the Court of Directors, dated 7th January last, relative to a proposition
made to Her Majesty’s Government by His Excellency Count Walewski the French

Minutes of Consultation of this day’s date

Government upon. the questions. thus referred to them

and copies of the principal papers bearing on the subject.

Forr 8t. Groror,
“6th April 1853,

I have, &e.,

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Secretary to Government..

13.
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Despatch to the Secret Committee of the Honourable the Court of

Directors, No. 24, dated 16th May 1853,

RevENUE DEPARTMENT.

From'T. PYCROFT, Esq., Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, to the
Honourable the Secret Committee of the Honourable Court of Directors of
the East India Company, dated 16th May 1853, No. 24 of 1853.

We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Honourable Court’s letter
in the Secret Department, dated 7th J anuary last, with a communication and its enclo-
sures from the President of the Board of Commissioners® for the affairs of India,
relative to a proposal made by His Kxeelleney the French Ambassador to the effect
that the arrangement which took place between the French and English authorities
in India relative to the free importation intothe French Settlements of articles neces-
sary for local consumption may be invested with the character and duration of a treaty.

We beg to submit in reply an Extract from the Minutes of Consultation of the date
noted in the margin together with copy
of a minute recorded by our President
and of a préeis to which allusion is
therein made, and which will inform your Honourable Court of the proceedings
adopted by us pursuant to the instructions conveyed in the despatch under acknow-
ledgment. Your Honourable Court will observe that, under the circumstances detailed
in these papers, we have conveyed to the Government of India * the expression of
our opinion that every thing has been done to place the French Settlements within the
Madras Presidency in a most liberal and advantageous footing with advertence to
their local commerce and that no further indulgence is required.” For the reasons
previously given by the Board of Revenue one did not also think that any permanent
engagement should be entered into, and we did not perceive that such a measure
would tend to facilitate the settlement of the question relative to the Mah¢ Lessions,
inasmuch as the completion of that arrangement hLas been delayed not from any con-
siderations connected with the frontier tariff, but solely in consequence of the French
authorities having advanced certain claims to territory which Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment and your Honourable Court have ruled to be inadmissible.

Consultation, 29th April 1853, No. 28 to 30.

e

E.M.C. No. 875, 29th July 1853, and letter to the Government of
India, No. 876, dated 29th July 1853.

REVENUE D;;’ABTMENT.

Extract from the Minutes of Consultation Nos. 875 and 876, dated 29th July
1353, Revenue Department,

Reap—the following : —

From G. PLOWDEN, Esq., Officiating Secretary to the Government of India,
Home Department (Separate Revenue), to the Secretary to the Government
of Fort St. George, dated 22nd June 1853, No. 508.

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 465, dated the 26th
of April last, submitting under instructions from the Honourable the Secret Com-
mittee of the Honourable the Court of Directors, for the opinion of the Government
of India, a proposition made to Her Majesty’s Government by His Excellency Count
Walewski, the French Ambassador in London, respecting a treaty for the free admis-
sion of articles of consumption into the French Settlements on the Malabar and Coro-
mandal Coasts, as also an Extract Minutes of Consultation of the same date as your
letter, containing the views of the Government of Fort St. George upon the question,
and copies of the principal papers bearing on the subject.

2. In reply 1 am directed to communicate the following observations of the Most
Noble the Governor-General of India in Council on the question.

’
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3. The French Ambassador begins his address to Lord Malmesbury by referring
to a difficulty which has arisenin executing an arrangement made in London, in
1846, for the delivery to the French of some of villages, &e., claimed by them, as
belonging to their settlement of Mahé, on the Malabar Coast. He says that his
Government is anxious to put an end to the questions connected with this difficulty.
In this view, though the two subjects have no connection with each other, he refers
to what he calls a sort of compromise, which he says was come to at Madras,in 1819,
whereby the free introduction, into the settlements aforesaid, of necessaries for local
consumption, was authorized, and he proposes that the character and permanence of a
treaty should be now given to that measure. He does not state to what this propo-
sition, if it is agreed to, will lead ; but the inference which to the Government of
India seems intended to be drawn from the proposal is, that if it is agreed to, the
Mahé questions will be given up by the French Government.

4. The first thing, therefore, to be considered is, what these Mahé questions or
difficulties are.

5. They are referred to by the French Ambassador as having relation ; first, to
the exact demarcation of the boundaries of the ceded lands ; and secondly, to the pay-
ment of a loan of eighty thousand rupees made by France in the year 1775 to the
Province of Coringott Noir.

6. The Government of Fort 8t. George, T am directed to observe, do not notice
this last question ; and there is no mention whatever of the point, in the papers which
accompanied your letter under acknowledgement. It formed no part of the territorial
settlement proffered in 1846 by Lord Aberdeen, and accepted, under reservation, by
the French Government. The territory of Coringotta, or * Coringot Noir,” was, as the
Government of Fort St. George is aware, a part of the land claimed by the French ;
but the English Government has finally pronounced its decision on this claim, to the
effect, that it is perfectly clear that this territory was never in possession of France:
and has formally declined to prolong the discussion respecting it. It is manifest
that this point of an alleged loan is a mere nothing. Coringotta must have been a
part of the dominions of Hyder Aliin 1775, and the Rajah of it must then have been
one of the petty tributaries of that potentate, from whose son the British Government
afterwards (in 1792) took all his Malabar Provinces by conquest and treaty of cession.
The British Government cannot possibly be responsible for loans made to the local
chief of any portions of Hyder’s dominions in 1775.

7. Froma perusal of the papers which formed enclosures to your letter, it appears
that the first Mah¢ question or difficulty above-mentioned stands thus. The resto-
ration of Mah¢ was an article of the Treaty of 1814 and was actually effected in 18 17,
when a claim to more land than was then transferred was left open for future settle-
ment. The net revenue from four villages claimed was reserved, because of the
probability of their eventual cession to the French. In 1846, after long investi-
gations and discussions, Lord Aberdeen intimated to the French Government the
final determination of his Government upon this question. That determination was
to cede to the French, as a measure admittedly of justice, the four villages, with
their accumulated revenues ; to cede to them, not as a measure admittedly of justice,
but as being a questionable matter on which the British Government would no longer
continue the contest of argument, three detached points or posts, specified ; and to
deny definitively, as unquestionably untenable, the claim to the territory of Corin-
gotta, at the same time declining to entertain further discussion regarding it. It is
to be gathered, that some further correspondence passed in London, as it appears that
Lord Palmerston entirely adhered to Lord Aberdeen’s ultimatum; and in 1847 the
Inglish and French Governments in India, both under instructions from their Home
Governments, took steps to execute the cession, as determined by Lord Aberdeen’s
note of 1848. But, as the French Commissioner in India, when it came to the mark-
ing out of limits, insisted that the cession of the * detached posts,” mentioned by Lord
Aberdeen, should be accompanied by the cession of a considerable tract of territory,
yvielding revenue, and joining the said posts with one another, and with Mahé itself;
which could not, under their instructions be yielded by the British authorities, the
delivery of the ceded lands did not take place, and references to Europe were made
by both sides in 1849. It is to be inferred, however, though the French authorities
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refused to take over the four villages, and the three detached posts offered, that the
accumulated rents of the four villages (the only lands mentioned for cession which
yield any territorial revenue) were accepted by them, pending the settlement of the
new dispute. In reply to the reference from Madras, the Court of Directors, after com-
munieating with Her Majesty’s Government, decisively negatived this claim of the
French authorities, and stated that the final determination of 1846 invelved no cession
of any revenue yielding land, except the four villages specified ; and that no such
land was ever contemplated whea Lord Aberdeen agreed to cede the three detached
posts. These posts appear to be ancient hill battery stations, alleged to have been at
some time armed, and held by the French, before 1789, as military positions com-
manding the Fort of Mahé. ~ But it is a settled point of fact with the Home
Government as well as with the Indian Government, that the French never at any
time possessed a profitable morsel of land, or drew revenue from any land, in that
quarter, more than the present, settlement of Mahé, and the four villages ordered to be

- ceded as above mentioned.

8. In this state the case has rested, since 1849 ; the French still declining to.
take the four villages, and the three detached posts,unless with the latter they get a
large tract of revenue-yielding land, whi~H 'will make the posts no longer detached,
but will envelope them in one lazge undivided tract of revenue-yielding territory.

9. This being the. position of the question, the ﬁi}ﬂtl\f oble tha Gover~nr-General
of India in Council observes that it is evident that the British Gévorn. ant hﬁe no
reason to concern themselves with. its settlement, though the Faench have, :

cession, or to leave their claim unsatisfied. Their leaving their. claim unsatished js--
10 loss to the British Government but rather the contrary. Whenever they plesse.

they can take all that at any time will ever be yielded to them.
to His Lordship in*Council a mere piece of diplomatic finesse, to put forward, as a
motive to inducé the British Government to grant something else advantageous to
them, a prospect of their consequently consenting to the execution.of the resolution of

category of question to be bargained about, or even discussed,
closed over hastily, it has occupied 29 vears. of enquiry and discussion ; but now it
is closed. Cousequently, His Lordship in Couneil remarks, whether the French
chose to take the benefit of the resolution in. their favour, or not, is to the British
Government indifferent.

10. The treaty as to customs duty, therefore, which the. French Government
asks the British Government to make in its favour, would be plainly, if a benefit to the
French at all; a benefit without consideration.

S 11. The case of the Customs duty, His Lordship in Council observes, stands
thus.

12. By law (Acts VI of 1844 and VI of 1848) imports into our territory from
the French Coast Settlements, and exports from our territory into those settlements,:

our own territory, by sea, are treated. Goods entering or leaving our territory by

one of these settlements, are liable to pay, by law, precisely what the same goods.

entering or leaving our territories, in a British ship from or for a foreign country
would pay. ’

13. It would be impossible, His Lordship in Council observes, for the French
Government to set up a case of unfriendly treatment, by reason of this law, even if it
were enforced to the letter. And the question arises, whether it would he ;easmnable
prudent or dignified, to bind the British Government &y treaty to any Ko 'y
than this, when no equivalent, and nothing even that could stand as the show of our
equivalent, is offered in return.

14. In practice, however, the treatment of these French Settlements is, it seems
very much more favpurablg than the law authorizes, They are all free ports ; and it js.
therefore obviously impossible to remove the custom house lines from around them :

What
may be ceded has been absolutely fixed ; and it rests with the F rvench to-aceent the. = 5

= ﬁ;‘(

It seems therefore

“ .

e
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> Whereby the French Free Ports would be treated precisely as our own Free Ports are
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and to allow all exports and imports from and into the British territory, to pass these
lines free of duty. But all articles necessary for the consumption of the settlements,
whether staples of our ecnustoms revenue, or not, are allowed, by special order, to pass
into these settlements free of duty ; and a long list of articles, not necessary for the
consumption of the settlements, on which the aggregate duty levied on the trade of
each separate settlement was small, have been lately allowed, by special order, to
pass free both into and out of these settlements, without enquiry" whether they were
imported by sea, or not, or whether they are intended to be exported by sed or not,
In both these respects, the French Settlements are treated with a degree of favor
which is not extended to our own Free Ports in the Straits, and elsewhere,

15, The resolution to allow necessaries for the consumption of the natives in these
settlements to pass free of duty, was come to, it seems, by the Madras Government, in
1819}; when the system of transit duties, and a much heavier tariff than the present
export and import tariff, was in foree. But the papers show that on that occasion
there was nothing in the least resembling a compromise. Complaints were made by
the French of the vexatious attendant on the practical enforcement of the transit
duty by the lower officers of customs, and of the hardship to which their native
subjects were exposed, by having to pay duty on the necessaries of life. The conces-
sion was made by-the Madras Government, by more favor, and from pure motives of
friendship ; no claim of right was ever set up on the other side,

16. This is the measure, improperly called a sort of compromise, that the French
Ambassador 20w asks to have clothed with the character and permanence of a treaty.

171t is an incontestible position that if the law were enforced tomorrow,

His Lordship in Council is of opinion that it would be an unwise proceeding on the
part of the British Government, to deprive itself, without equivalent, of the right to
enforce the law, whenever, owing to changes of trade, or other altered vircumstances,
1t may think fit to do so.

18. The papers received with your letter under acknowledgment show that therg
has been on the part of the Indian Government from 1819 to 1851 nothing bhut a
series of friendly and gratuitous concessions.

19. On the other hand, the same papers show that nothing has ever been done
by the French Government, by way of concession to the British Government. Tt is
well known that all the places in question are the strongholds of smugglers ; and in
some the customs duties fall far short of the cost of the customs establishment neces-
sary, not to collect the duties, but to check the smuggling of sea-borne goods. No
disposition on the part of the French authorities to assist us in any arrangements
that would alleviate this burden has been showmn. Such proposals, with this object, as
one mentioned in this correspondence to have been made by us, on either side of the
Peninsula, have been wholly unsuccessful.

20. In this quarter of India, the repudiation, after years of apparent adoption,
when an occasion offered of doing so to our inconvenience, of the formal agreement
made between the Administrator of Chandernagore and the Bengal Government,
determining by limits drawn much to the general territorial advantage of that settle.
ment, a long unsettled boundary dispute, is fresh in' His Lordship’s recollection.

21. These circumstances raise the question whether any treaty whatever, for the
advantage of the French Settlements in India, should now be acceded to, without
securing some equivalent advantage for British India.

22. On the present subjeet, the opinion recorded by the Right Honourable
the Governor of Madras in Council is as follows : —

“ That by the schedules sanctioned, 30th May 1851, every thing has been done
to place the French Settlements within the Madras Presidency in a most liberal and
advantageous footing, with advertence to their local commerce, and that no further
indulgence is required. For the reasons given by the Board of Revenue he does not
think that any permanent engagement should be entered into, and he cannot perceive
that such a measure would tend to facilitate the settlement of the question relative
to the Mahé cessions, inasmuch as the completion of that arrangement has heen

14
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delayed, not from any considerations connected with the Frontier tariff, but solely in
consequence of the French authorities having advanced certain claims to territory,
which Her Majesty’s Government and the Honourable the Court of Directors have
ruled to be inadmissible.”

23. In this view, the Most Nobie the Governor-General of India in Council
entirely concurs, and is accordingly of opinion that the treaty sought by the French
Ambassgdor should not be assented to; at least not without some equivalent, none,
as has been shown, having been, in fact, offered.

From E. MALTBY, Esq., Collectorin charge of the Special Agent’s Department,
to the Secretary to the Government of Fort St. George, dated Cuddalore,
15th July 1853, No. 901.

In reply to the memorandum from your office in the Political Department, dated
the 12th instant, I have the honour to inform you that the sum of Rs. 83,433-3-3
ordered in kxtract from Minutes of Consultation, dated 23rd December 1848, No. 613,
to be disbursed to the French authorities on account of the revenues of certain villages
in Malabar has not been paid to them.

2. On referring to the records I find that my predecessor Mr. Davis learnt * from

the Collector of Malabar that the French

* Letter, dated 8th January 1849, with enclo- Agent had refused to receive the villages

sures. in consequence of his advancing claims

respecting their boundaries which were

deemed unfounded and could not be complied with. Mr. Davis felt accordingly

precluded from making the payment as his instructions were to disburse the amount

after the transfer of the villages had been effected. He accordingly addressed a letter,

of which I now enclose a copy, to the Governor of Pondicherry describing the diffi-
culty which had arisen.

3. To the above letter no reply has been received and the subject remained in
silence until the 21st February 1852, when His Excellency the present Governor
addressed me a letter requesting me to obtain him information of the sum which had
recently accumulated on account of the revenues of these villages. T accordingly
procured a statement from the Collector of Malabar showing their net revenue from
fasli 1258 to 1261 inclusive to be Rs. 11,271-9-6 and forwarded it to His Excellency
on the 7th October last.

4. It appears that Mr. Davis did not report the delay in making the payment

ordered in the Minutes of Consultation above referred to, because he was ex pecting a

reply to his letter regarding the difficulty

* Letter from Collector of Malabar, to Special which had arisen about the boundaries

Agent, dated 28th February 1549. from the French authorities and he had

£ been informed* that the Collector of

Malabar had transmitted direct to Government maps of the villages and other papers
illustrating the point at issue. :

ENCLOSURE.

From W. D. DAVIS, Esq., Collector in charge of the Special Agent’s Department,
to His Excellency the Governor of the French Establishments in India, dated
Cuddalore, 20th January 1849.

I have the honour to inform your Excellency that Mr. Hayes, the Commissioner
to the French Government, declines to receive from the British Commissioner the four
villages and three points alluded to in a letter from this department, dated 5th October
1846, unless the base of the hills connecting the four villages and some extent of the
river opposite Mahé are also made over to him, and that the transfer in question has
in consequence been postponed.

~Upon a most attentive examination of the voluminous papers connected with the
subject, T am clearly of opinion that the three detached points called ¢ Fort George
and the * Great and Small Calaye ” ought ouly to be transferred to your Excellency’s

s
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Government in conformity with the decision of Her Majesty’s Ministers communi-
cated on the 1st July 1846, to the French Ambassador in London, they being merely
three military positions consisting of the remains of a battery and fort on the hill
called Great Calaye and a fort on the other hill called Little Calaye and not ** three
separate mountams or two hills and their dependencies ” as held by Mr. Hayes, since
the former denotes only the actual position of the fortifications while the latter includes
a part of the territory of the Coringotto Nair, the claim of your Excellency’s Govern-
ment regarding which has already been examined and entirely denied by the British
authorities. This view of the case appears to me to have been clearly understood by
your Excellency’s predecessor ; for, in his letter of the 23rd August 1847, he states *
that the suppression of smuggling could not be difficult since the four villages Sont
eloigneés du rivage de la mer enclaveds dans les possessivus anglaises, an assertion which
could not have been made if the base of the hills connecting the four villages and
some extent of the river opposite Mahé were to be ceded.

Under these circumstances I trust your Excellency will see fit to issue further
instructions to Mr. Hayes to enable him to come to an understanding with the British
Commissioner, and as Mr. Hayes has declined to receive the four villages in question
although there was no difference of opinion regarding their limits, I must defer the
payment of their revenue noticed in my letter to the French Treasurer of the 19th
instant, till the receipt of your Excellency’s reply.

After this difficulty is settled the tobacco question can be duly considered, and
the Collector of Malabar will be prepared to allow to the French inhabitants a road
through uncultivated land leading to the said four villages as also one to the detached
points.

ExTrAcr from the Minuates of Consultation, dated 29th July 1853, No. 875.

Ordered that the foregoing letters be forwarded to the Honourable Court of Direc-
tors in continuation of the letter, dated 16th May 1853, No. 24.
Forr S1. GEORGE, (Signed)
29th July 1853.

T. PYCROFT,

Secretary to Government.

From T. PYCROFT, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Fort St. George, to
the Officiating Secretary to the Government of India, dated 29th July 1853,
No. 867.

I am directed by the Right Honourable the Governor in Council to acknowledge
the receipt of your letter, No. 508, dated 22nd June 1853, conveying the observations
of the Most Noble the Governor-General on the propesition made to Her Majesty’s
Government by the French Ambassador in London respecting a treaty for the free
admission of articles of consumption into the French Settlements on the Malabar and
Coromandel Coasts, and to state that a copy of that communication will be forwarded
to the Honourable Court in continuation of the previous correspondence by the next
mail.

2. With reference to the remark in paragraph 7, as quoted in the margin, I have,
however, to bring to the notice of the
Government of India that it appears from
a reference made to Mr. Maltby, the Col-
lector in charge of the Special Agent’s
Department, that the “accumulated rents?’’
in question have not yet been disbursed
to the French authorities. The circum-
stances under which the payment has been
delayed are explained in Mr. Maltby’s
letter, a copy of which is enclosed. A copy
will also be sent to the Honourable Court.

“It is to be inferred, however, though the
French authorities refused to take over the
four villages and the three detached posts
offered, that the accumulated rents of the
four villages (the only lands mentioned for
cession which yield any territorial revenue)
were accepted by them Pending the settle-
meat of the new dispute.’

From the Collector in charge of the Special
Agent’s Department, dated 15th July 1853,
with enclosure.
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Letter to the Honourable the Court of Directors in the Revenus
Department, No. 46, dated 3rd August 1853.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.
No. 46.
To

Tae HoN’BLE THE CoURT oF DIRECTORS OF THE

Easr Ixpia CoMpany.
HoN’BLE Sirs,

With reference to our letter in this department, dated 16th May 1853, No. 24,
we have the honour to forward copy of a communication from the Government of
India, dated 22nd June, on the subject of the proposition made to Her Majesty’s
Government by His Exeellency Count Walewskei, the French Ambassador in London,
respecting a treaty for the free admission of articles of consumption into the French
Settlements on the Malabar and Coromandel Coasts.

2. Your How’ble Court will observe that the Most Noble the Governor-
General of India in Council concurs entirely with this Government in their views that
everything has been done to place the French Settlements on a most liberal and
advantageous footing with advertence to their local commerce, that no further indulg-
ence is required, nor would tend to facilitate the settlement of the question relative
to the ¢ Mahe Cessions ”, and is of opinion that the treaty sought by the French
Ambassador should not be assented to, or at least not without some equivalent.

3. With reference to the observations of the Supreme Government in paragraph
6 of Mr. Officiating Secretary Plowden’s letter of 22nd June last, we would remark
that notice of the alleged loan made by the French to the Prince of Coringot Nair
will be found in the letter addressed by the British to the French Commissioners
under date 10th July 1828, forming an enclosure in the British Commissioner’s letter
to this Government of 28th December 1828, which was transmitted by us to your
Hon’ble Court with our despatch in the Foreign Department, dated 21st October 1830,
Ne. 3.

4. With advertence also to the remarks in paragraph 7 of Mr Plowden’s letter, as
“Tt is to be inferred, however, though the quoted in the margin, we would add that
French authorities refused to take over the “:e find from a reference que to the
four villages and the three detached posts Collector in charge of the Special Agent’s
offered, that the accumulated rents of the department that the ¢ accumulated rents”
four villages (the only lands mentioned for in question have not yet been disbursed
cession which yield any territorial revenue) to the French authorities. The circum-
were accepted by them, pending the settlement stances under which the payment has been
of the new dispute.” : P2y 3
delayed are explained in Mr. Maltby’s

letter, a copy of which we have the honour to forward.

We have the honour to be, &ec.,

(Signed) H. POTTINGER.
Forr S1. GEORGE, i Gl | D. ELIOTT.
3rd August 1853. : (o S T AN A

-

E.M.C., No. 314, dated 26th August 1853.

Poriricar DEPARTMENT.

Extract from the Minutes of Consultation, No. 314, dated 26th August 1853,
Political Department.

Read—the following : —

From E. MALTBY, Esq., Collector in charge of the Special Agent’s Department,
to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated Cuddalore, 18th August 1853,
No. 385.

1 have the honour to enclose copy of a letter, dated 12th instant, addressed to me
by His Excellency Rear-Admiral de Verninac, the Governor of Pondicherry, regarding
tue four villages and three pointsin the neighbourhood of Mahé, which it was arranged
shiould be transferred to the French Government,
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2. In my letter to the Secretary to Government in the Political Department,
dated 15th ultimo, I explained how the transfer had been delayed in consequence of
the French Agent Monsieur Hayes declining to receive charge of the villages and
points, unless certain concessions were made respecting their boundaries which could
not be admitted.* The letter now
addressed to me by His Excellency the
Governor of Pondicherry appears to show
that the French Government have sig-
nified to Her Majesty’s Ministers their acceptance of the boundaries as defined by
the British Commissioner, and I request therefore to be informed whether I amn autho- g
rised to state that the villages and points will in this case be surrendered to any
fommissioner who may be nominated to receive them and that after the transfer has
been effected the net revenue of the villages from 1816 to the present time will be
paid to the Pondicherry Government.

* See letter No. 6 in Secret Departdient from
the Madras Government to Governor of
Pondicherry, dated 10th September 1849.

From Rear-Admiral VERNINAC, Governor of the French Establishments in India,
to the Collector and Political Agent, South Arcot, dated Pondicherry, 12th
August 1853. i

Il y a déja bien long temps que le Gouvernement Francais a fait counaitre au
Gouvernement de Sa Majesté la Reine d’Angleterre, qu’il acceptait, sur la cote du
Malabar et autour de Mahé, la restitution des terrains reconnus notres par I’Honorable
Compagnie, et délimités par ses propres Commissaires.

J’ ai I’ honneur de vous prier de me faire connaitre si le Gouvernement de I’ Inde
n’a recu aucune notification touchant cette affaire qui traine depuis 3% ans et qui,
depuis la méme époque donne & votre collegue du Malabar 1’ embarras péuible de gérer
pour notre compte, les quelques aldées qui nous appartiennent.

Je serais tros heureux d’ apprendre que son Excellence Monsieur Le Gouverneur
Général est autorisé A nous faire la cession des sus dits terrains et trés heureux aussi
de terminer immédiatement un litige qui n’a plus aujourd’hui la moindre raison
d’étre.

[ Translation.)

From Rear-Admiral VERNINAC, Governor of the French Establishments in India,
to the Collector of South Arcot, Special Agent for Foreign Powers, Cuddalore,
dated Pondicherry, the 12th August 1853.

It is now a very long time since the French Government made known to the
Government of Her Majesty the Queen of England that it accepted the restoration on
the Malabar Coast and in the neighbourhood of Mahé of the territories recognized by
the Honourable Company to be ours, and defined by its own Commissioners.

I have the honour to request that you will let me know if the Government of,
India has received any notification touching this affair, which is pending since the
last 36 years, and which has given to your colleague in Malabar, during that period.
the painful trouble of managing, on our account, the several villages that belong to us

I shall be very happy to learn that His Excellency the Governor-General is
authorised to surrender to us the above mentioned territories, and very happy also to
immediately terminate a litigation which has now not the least reason to exist.

No. 314.

Ordered to be referred to the Revenue Department, where the previous letter
from the Collector in charge of the Special Agent’s Department, dated 15th July last,
was considered and disposed of.

Forr St. GEORGE, (Signed) H. C. MONTGOMERY,
26th August 1853. Chief Secretary,

To the Revenue Department, with an enclosure and its translation.
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E.M.C.,, No. 1053, dated 16th September 1853.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

Extract from Minutes of Consultation, in the Revenue Department, under date
the 16th September 1853, No. 1¢53. .

Reap—the following »—

No. 9.—Extract from Minutes of Consultation in the Political Departmént.
[Here enter No. 314, dated 26th August 1853.]

No. 10.—The Right Houourable the Governor in Council perceives no objection to
the four villages in the vicinity of Mahé, viz., Paloor, Pandaguel, Chambana and Chalicara
and the net revenue of those villages together with the three detached points or posts of
Fort George and the Great and Little Calaye being made over to the French®Govern-
ment, on the understanding that the transfer as regards the three abovenamed points
is coufined to the points themselves and does not estend to any of ‘the adjacent
territory. Mr. Maltby will ascertain from His Excellency Admiral Verninac whether
he is prepared to accept the four villages, and the three points as above limited, and if
so will instruct the Collector of Malabar te‘make them over to any Agent whom the
French Government may empower to take charge of them. ;

2. On the lands being transferred the Collector of South Arcot in charge of the
Special Agent’s Department will report, through the Board of Revenue, to Government
the total amount payable to the French authorities on account of the revenue of the
four villages, calculated to the date of transfer, when sanction will be given for the
disbursement.

(Signed)  T. PYCROFT,

Secretary to Government.
To the Political Department.

E.M.C., No. 335, dated 17th September 1853.

PoriTicaL DEPARTMENT.
No. 335.

Reap—the following :—

Extract from Minutes of Consultation, No. 1035, Revenué, dated 16th September
1853.
Extract from Minutes of Consultation, No. 835, dated 11th September 1853.

Ordered to be communicated to the Collector of South Arcot in charge of the
Special Agent’s Department, with feference to his letter of the 18th ultimo.

(Signed)  H. C. MONTGOMERY,
Chief Secretary

Fort St. GEORGE,
17th September 1853,

—

E.M.C., No. 90, dated 21st January 1854.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.
Extract from Minutes of Consultation, No. 90, dated 21st January 1854.
Reap—the following : —

From W. H. BAYLEY, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, to the Chief .
Secretary to Government, dated Fort St. George, 19th J anuary 1854, No. 21.

With reference to Extract from Minutes of Consultation, dated 16th" September
1853, 1 am directed by the Board of Revenue to submit, for the information and orders
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of the Right Honourable the Governor in Counecil, the accompanying letter from the
Collector in charge of the Special Agent’s
Department, dated 26th December 1853,*
reporting that the Collector of Malabar
has made over to the French Ggvernment the four villages of Chalicara, Pandaguel,
Paloor and Chambana, and the three detached points of Fort George, and the Great
and Little Calaye in the vicinity of Mahé.

2. From the statement forwarded with Mr. Maltby’s letter, it will be seen that
the net revenue realized from the four villages since 1816-17 up to the date of their
surrender is Rs. 97,648-5-9, and, as the Government have already in Extract from
Minutes of Consultation of 12th January 1854 authorized the disbursement of Rupees
83,433-3-3 to the French authorities, the Board now recommend that sanction be
granted for the remaining sum, viz., Rs. 14,215-2-6.

* In Consultation, dated 19th January 1854.

3. The above amount is exclusive of a small sum due for the first four months
of the current fasli 1263, on account of abkdri on the four villages included in the
Nulletarak arrack contractor’s lease and respecting which sum, the Collector promises
to report hereafter.

e
.

No. 90.

The Right Honourable the Governor in Council grants authority for the disburse-
ment of the sum still due on account of the net revenue of the villages in the vicinity
of Mahé recently transferred to the French Government amounting to Rs. (14,215-2-6)
fourteen thousand two hundred and fifteen, annas two and pies six.

2. The sum due on account of the abkdri revenue of the above villages will be
adjusted on the receipt of the promised report.

Forr St. Georer,

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
21st January 1 854.

Secretary to Government.

To the Board of Revenue.
,»  Political Department,
,» Accountant-General.
» Civil Auditor.

General letter to the Honourable the Court of Directors, No. 12, dated
17th March 1854.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

GeNERAL letter to the Hon’ble the Court of Directors, dated 17th March 1854,
No. 12.

* * * " * »

12. Referring to paragraph 4 of our letter, dated 3rd August last, No. 46, we
have the honour to forward the accom-
panying communication from the Collector
of South Arcot in charge of the Special
Agent’s department giving cover to one
to his address from His Excellency the
Governor of Pondicherry regarding the
four villages and three points in the
neighbourhood of Mahé, which it had been arranged should be transferred to the
French Government and, under the circumstances therein signified, requesting to be
informed whether he was authorized to state that the villages and points would be
surrendered to any Commissioner who might be nominated to receive them, and that,
after the transfer had been effected, the net revenue of the villages from 1816 to the
present time would be paid to the Pondicherry Government.

I'egarding the four villages and three points
in the neighbourhood of M hé which 1t was
arranged should be transferred to the French
Government.

Cons., 20th September 1853, Nos. 9 and 10.
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13. We perceived no objection to the four villages in question, viz., Palour
Pandaquel, Chambara and Chalicara, and the net revenue of those villages, together
with the three detached points or posts of Fort George and the great and little Calaye
being made over to the French Government on the understanding that the transfer as
regards the three above-named points was confined §p the points themselves and did
not exfend to any of the adjacent territory. We desired Mr. Malthy to ascertaim
from His Excellency: Admiral Verninac whether he was prepared to accept the four
villages and the three points as above limited and, if so, to instruct the Collector of
Malabar to make them over to any agent whom the French Government might
empower to take charge of them.

14. On the lands being transferred, we requested the Collector of South Areot in «

charge of the Special Agent’s department to report through the Board of Revenue the
total amount payable to the French authorities on account of the revenue of the
four villages calculated to the date of transfer, when sanction would be granted for
the disbursement.

* * * * *

General letter to the Honourable the Court of Directors, No. 14,
dated 21st March 1854.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT,

GENERAL Letter to the Honourable the Court of Directors in the Revenue Department,
dated 21st March 1854, Original No. 14 of 1854,

* * * * *
16. His Excellency the Governor of the French Settlements in India represented
Dy. to Cons,, 13th Tan. 1854, Nos. 26, 27.  the distress apprehended in the town of
i gy’ I8 i ngalang: Pondicherry in consequence of the scarcity

of grain and invited us to co-operate with
him in all matters calculated to afford relief and protection to the people. The
measures particularly indicated by His Excellency were—a special surveillance over
thé open and irregular frontier of Pondicherry and South Areot, the extension to {he
French possessions of all Custom House Regulations and other expedients adopted
with a view to ensure the supply of food and especially the prohibition of the exports
except those of the continent of India, a measure which he proposed should be carried
out simultaneously by the French and English Governments at their several ports.

17. We directed the Special Agent for Foreign Settlements, in his capacity of
Magistrate of South Arcot, to adopt, in communication with the French authorities, all
practicable precautions to prevent robbery and outrage on the frontier, and to assure
His Excellency of our earnest desire to preserve the peace of the French Settlements
in common with that of our own possessions.

18. With regard to the other steps, we informed the French Government that, in
our opinion, the only safe policy in the present erises was to give the utmost possible
freedom to the trade in grain, by moving all obstructions and scrupulously abstainin
from any attempt to dictate to the dealers or to interfere with the market, and that
with this view we had already suspended the levy of import daty on grain at all the
ports under this Presidency and that we could not concur with them in the expediency
of closing the ports to the export of grain to the places beyond India.

19. His Excellency also alluded to a rumour which had reached him of the
Collector of Tanjore having issued orders to prohibit the export of grain; but this
report, your Honourable Court will observe, we subsequeutly ascertained to have been
wholly unfounded.

20. We acceded to an application made by the authorities at Mahé for the
remission, during the present s

Cons, 14th February 1854, Nos. 38, 39. the export duty ?)n graIi)n exporieagoﬁog

' ; Mangalore for the supply of that settle-

ment, and desired that the remission should be carried out in the manner suggested

by the Collector of Canara, the duty being levied on export and held in deposiéD to be

repaid on the production of a certificate from the Chef de Service, that the grain had
been imported at Mah¢ for the consumption of the place ,

* » *

* *
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E.M.C.. No. 676, dated 13th June 1854.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.
Extract from Minutes of Consultation, No. 676, dated 13th June 1854.
~

Reap—the following : —

F the Secret Committee of the Honourable the Court ‘of Director.'s, to the
I‘omﬂight Honourable the Governor in Council, Fort 8t. George, dated East
Iudia House, London, 17th April 1854, No. 1575.

ansmit, for your information, a copy of a letter, dated the 8th instant, which
the ;Zeilzll‘l Amb;ssadgr at this Court has addressed to Her Majesty’s Secretary of
State for Foreign Affairs, announcing thgt .the Mag'me Department has sent to ‘the
Governor of the French Settlements in India instructions to come to an understapdmg
with the officers of the East India Company on the measures which the retrocession of
certain dependencies of Mahé muy render necessary for the suppression of illicit
trading. : ;
2. You will forthwith direct your local officers to place themselves in communi-
cation with the French authorities on the spot, for the purpose of concerting with
them such arrangements as may appear advisable for the attainment of the object in

question.

ENCLOSURE.

From the French Ambassador, to the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, dated
8th April 1854.

J’ai transmis an Government de S.M.I la lettre que V.E. m’a fait ’honneur de
m’éerire, en date du 27 Mars dernier, an sujét des arrangements arrétés entre nous au
sujet du comptoir de Mahé, i la cite de Malabar; et je m’empresse annoncer & V.E.
que le département de la Marine a adressé au Gouverneur des Ltabhssement§ Francais
dans Inde les instructions nécessaires pour qu’il s’entende, avec les autorités de la
1’Compagnie, sur les moyens d’assurer la repression de la contrebande, le long de’la
frontiére commune aux éstablissements des deux nations.

(Signed) A. WALEWSKI.

No. 676.

Ordered that a copy of the above letter and of its enclosure be forwarded through
the Board of Revenue for the information and guidance of the Collector of Malabar.

2. Ordered also that a copy be furnished to the Political Department.

Forr St. GEORGE, (Signed) J. PYCROFT,
13th June 1854. . Secretary to (Government.

To the Board of Revenue.
Political Department.

General letter to the Honourable the Court of Directors, No. 38,
dated 15th June 1854.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

GeveraL Letter to the Honourable the Court of Directors, dated 15th June 1854,
No. 38, Revenue Department.
¥ * * * *

9. Referring to our proceedings of the 12th January last, copy of which accom-
panied paragraph 16 of our letter of the

Disbursement of the remaining sum due on 916 March following, No. 14, we have
account of the.f‘"u:dge‘t’omﬂt]};e F:;Eéiy ‘(’}foii?ﬁ the honour to report that we have autho-
m‘:ﬂf’&g:%;& January 1854, Nos. 8, 9. rised the dlsbursemgnt of the remaining

; sum Rs. 14,215-2-6 due on account of

the net revenue of the villages in the vicinity of Mahé recently transferred to the

French Government.
* * * * *

16
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As the proximity of its locality to that of the one which is already at work at
the mouth of the river, may be prejudicial to the interests of the English Govern-
ment, the ferry at the little Kalaye shall be leased, as much as possible, to the renter
of the one which already exists. The regulations shall be the same for the two ferries,
and the income of the farm shall be divided into two parts—one shall be made over to
the English Government and the other to the French Government.

Article 2.—The products of the soil of whatever kind shall be imported and
exported free of duty from Mahé to the villages and vice versd.

Article 3,—The arrack farmed out at the villages and at Mahé can only be
transported from one of these places to another by the farmer, who should previously
obtain the authority of the Collector, who will in that case supply him with a pass.

Article 4.—The salt necessary for the consumption of the inhabitants shall pass
free of duty on its way to the villages.

Transported by the care of the Government, who is attentive to the supplies
being proportioned to the consumption, and to prevent every kind of trade to the
prejudice of the monopoly which it has established, no smuggling need be appre-
hended.

Article 5.—The introduction of tobacco into the French territory having been
regulated in the farming out of that article—the quantity necessary for local consump-
tion having served as the basis for such introduction—the Government attentive to
the keeping up of the price list which regulates the conditions of the farm, tobacco
will pass free on its way to the villages.

. Article 6.—Jaggery or refined sugar, the consumption of which at the villages
and at Maké is next to nothing, being manufactured upon the English territory, will
also pass free on its way to the villages.

Article T.—The present agreement by us J. D. Robinson, First Assistant to the
Collector of Malabar, and Julien Passart, Captain of the first-class, in the 3rd Regi-
ment of Marine Infaniry, Chef de Service p. i. at Mahé, has been signed and
adcepted by us, save and except the approval of our respective Governments.

The French Government engages to establish at Mahé and in the villages the
toddy and arrack farm, to maintain the salt and tobacco monopoly, and if, hereafter,
the consumption of jaggery or refined sugar, which is now next to nothing, should
induce any one to manufacture that article upon the French territory, the Government
engages to regulate the duty which, as in that on arrack and toddy, will be the same
as on the English territory.

Such, Sir, are the propositions which I have the honour to submit to you. I
presume to hope that they will sufficiently guarantee the interests of your Government
in order that you may at once accept them, and be pleased to have the goodness
to acknowledge their receipt, and accept the assurance of my very distinguished
consideration. .

P.S.—I am disposed to think that you suffer less from the hurt which keeps you
at home and that in five or six days you will be completely restored.

From J. D. ROBINSON, Esq., Head Assistant Collector, Malabar, to the Chef de
Service, Mahé, dated Tellicherry, 31st May 1854, No. 237.

I am under orders to proceed immediately to Mangalore, there to assume charge
of the Subordinate Court and am consequently debarred the pleasure I bad promised
myself of personally discussing and settling with you the several little difficulties
which have sprung out of the recent transfer of territory made by the English to the
French Governments. I have, however, given to your six propositions such time and
attention as my other duties will permit and find them fair and reasonable and such
as, in my opinion, would sufficiently guarantee the rights of our respective Govern-
ments. The old and new ferry farms should, as you propose in article 1, be placed, if
possible, under the same management, your Government sharing equally in the pro-
ceeds, manifestly have, even under the present system, as much interest in protecting
the farmer as we have.
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To the 2nd article I have nothing to say. The interchange of grain and the
other natural products of the soil between the markets of Mahé, and its dependencies
could not, I conceive, be objected to.

Article 3 seems to provide sufficiently against any irregularity in th -
ment of the arrack farm. % g 4 iyt

. Article 4. It has been already decided should obtain as a rule in the distribu-
tion of salt. ’

_ Article 5. No rule seems now to be required in respect of tobacco, which is an
article of free trade, the monopoly having been abolished throughout the Presidency.

Article 6 seems also unobjectionable ; the Custom House authorities will, of
course, as heretofore watch against the introduction of China sugar, sugar-candy
brandies, wines, and such like dutiable articles. ;

_ Such, Sir, are briefly my sentiments ; I only regret that indisposition in the first
instance, and subsequently my unforeseen transfer to another province, should have
interfered to prevent our personal interview. I have sent copies of your and my
letter ?10 the Collector, who will give his instruetions to my successor how further to
proceed.

. Thanking you for your polite enquiries after my health.

From H. V. CONOLLY, Esq., Collector of Malabar, to the Chief of Mahé, dated
Calicut, 8th June 1854, No. 1125.

Mr. Robinson has sent me his correspondence with Monsieur Passart relative to
the ferry or to the villages lately restored to your Government.

~ Ibegto express my opinion that Mounsieur Pass: g 4Yianc 2ra _nnracen.
tionable and that I willingly assent to their being carr

o

fi T

7

From Monsieur D. Sr. HILAIRE, Lo Chef de Service, tie..,
Malabar, Calicat, dated Mahé, the 27th June 1854.

Par votre lettre du 8 Juin, No. 1125, vous avez eu la bonté de m’informer que

- vous apportez une compléte adhésion aux propositions de mon prédécesseur, Monsieur

Le Capitaine Passart. J’ai dt m’empresser de faire part & Monsieur le Gouverneur de

- Pondichéry de cette heureuse acceptation de plus, j’ai pensé que pour donner plus de
- poids & un état de choses qui avoient recu U'approbation des autorités Francaises et

. Anglaises, il servit convenable q’une expédition de ces propositions soit signé par
- leurs Excellences les Gouverneurs de Madras et Pohdichéry pour étre remise au Col-
¥ ~ lecteur du Malabar et au Chef de Mahé, ce qui constituroit un titre official pour les

parties contractantes, et les nantiroient pour avenir @’une maniére irréfrigable.  Notez

~ Dbien, Monsieur ler Collecteur, que cette clause n’ajoute rien ni ne change rien 3 ce qui
~ a été accepté par Monsieur Robinson et par vous, mais les hommes changent et I’in-
- terprétation peut amener desmodifications aux clauses acceptées, c’est ce qu’il faug
- éviter et ce que nous évitons par le moyen dont j’ai honneur de vous entretenir.,

Monsieur le Gouverneur en m’accusant réception de ma dépéche adhire avec

28 plaisir & ma proposition, it pense toute fois que les conventions passées précédemment
. entre nos deux gouvernemens respectifs pour la rétrocession des aldées et le plan qui s’y

trouve annexés n’ont pas été soumis ) cette formalité, et il m’engage & m’entendre

t 2 , B s
~avec vous sur 'oppertunité d’un ensemble des mesures, qui doivent amener une sorte

de consécration, & ce qui s’est préeédemment passé.

: Veuillefz done jg vous prie, Monsieur le Collecteur, me faire part de vos observa-
tions, et croire au sinctre désir que jéprouve de vous voir accepter ma manitre
d’opérer, qui évitera pour I’avenir bien des tracas, parceque cela fermera le champ des
interprétations. e

_ . Veuillez agréer, Monsieur le Collecteur, expression de mes sentimens les plus
distingués. :

17
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[Transla!z'on.]

From Monsieur D. Sr. HILAIRE, Chef de Service, Mahé, to the Collector of Malabar
at Calicut, dated the 27th June 1854,

By your letter of 8th June, No. 1125, you had the kindness to inform me that
you fully adhered to the propositions of my predecessor, Captain Passart, 1 have
thought it necessary to hasten the communication of this bappy acceptance to His
Execllency the Governor of Pondicherry ; I have thought, moreover, that to give more
weight to a transaction which has received the approval of the French and English
authorities, it would be expedient that a copy of these propositions be signed by their
Excellencies, the Governors of Madras and Pondicherry, for transmission to the

‘ollector of Malabar and to the Chief of Mahé, which would constituts an otficial title
for the contracting parties, and would be an irrefragable assurance to them for the
future. Observe well, Sir, that this proviso adds nothing to, and changes nothing of,
what bas been accepted by Mr. Robinson and by vourself, but men change, and the
conditions which have been accepted may be liable to misconstruetion, which must be
avoided, and which we do avoid by the expedient which I have the honour to propose
10 you.

His Excellency the Governor in acknowledging the receipt of my desp;ntch;
cheerfully concurs in my propesition ; he thinks, however, that the conventions formerl y
passed between our respective Governments for the transfer of these villages on the plan
which will be found annexed, have not undergone this formality and he desires me
to communicate with you on the opportunity which is offered of considering with this
view the whole of these transactions, which may lead to a sort of contirmation of what
has been passed heretofore.

I beg therefore, Sir, that you will communicate to me your observations, and
believe the sincere desire which I feel to know that the manner in which I have acted
is upproved of by you. which will in future prevent much confusion, inasmuch as it
will leave no room for misinterrreiations.

-

From H. V. CONOLLY, Esq., Collector of Malabar, to the Chief of Mahé, dated
Calicut, 1st July 1854, No. 1308,

T understand by your letter of the 27th ultimo that yon wish the assent to
Monsicur Passart’s propositions given in my letter of the 8th ultimo to be ratified by

the Governors of Madras and Pondicherry and that a similar ratification be made in
respect to the transfer of the four yillages.

1 do not quite see the need of this, but in deference to your opinion, have thought
it well to lay the matter before the Special Agent at Cuddalore.

——

Attendu qu'il y a eu diverscs négocia-
tions au sujet du territoire qui doit étre
remis au Gouvernement Francais dans le
voisinage de Mahé d’aprés les stipulations
des Traités de Paris des 30 Mai 1814
et 20 Novembre 1819 et comme il a été
enfin résolu que le dit territoire doit eon-

sister ¢des quatre villages de Palour,
Pandaquel. Chambara ct Chalicara et des
trois points détachés ou postes du Fort St.
George, du Grand et du Petit Calaye,
ainsi qu'ils sont définis par les autorités
Britannique sans aucune partie du terri-
toire réclamé dans leur voisinage dans une

Whereas there have been various dis-
cussions regarding the territory to be
delivered up to the French Government
in the vicinity of Mahé under the pro-

visions of the Treaty of Paris of the 30th i §

May 1814 and 20th November 1819, and
whereas it has been finally- determined
that the said territory is to consist of the
four villages of Paloor, Pandaquel, Cham-
barra and Chalicara and of the three
detached ‘points or posts of Fort St.
George, the Great and the Little Kalaye, as
defined by the British authorities without
any of the territory in their vieinify—te-
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précédente circonstance, et cor me en
exécution de cet arrangement les limites
du territoire & étre rétroc4d4 au Gouver-
nement Francais ont été reconnus étre
principalement— .

Pour les quatre villages—

A P Est —Les amshams de Pania-
nour, Seringalem, Volavillom et
de Kalay. ‘

A I Ouest.—Les amshams de Tirou-
vangadde et de Kalay.

Au—Nord —La rivitre de Ponian
et une partie de 'amsham de
Panianour.

Au Sud.—Une partie de Pamsham
de Volavila et celui de Kalay.

Pour les trois points détachés qui
communiquent entreux —

Au Nord.—Une bande de Kalay

_ s'étendant entreux et Veera
Coonoo.

Au Sud et Sud-ouest.—Une bande
de Kalay s’enterposant entreux
et la rivitre de Mahé et une
partie de la route de Tellichéry.

A 0PEst.—Une mosquée et une
précipice.

A I Ouest.—Une partie de la route
de Tellichéry et upe bande de
l'amsham de Kalay s'enterpo-
sant entreux et Cainon Connou.

On trouvera ’exposé des abornements
ci-dessus en dérail dans Pappendix an-
nex¢ i cet acte, approuvé et signé ce jour.

Nous, Joseph Hayes, Sous-Commissaire
de la Marine de la premiére classp, Chef
du Service de I’Etablissement de’ Mah¢,
cbte du Malabar, Commissaire Francais,
révetu des pleins pouvoirs de son Excel-
lence le Contre-Amiral De Verninae, Gou-
verneur des Etablissements Francais dans
I'Inde, reconnaissons par ces présentes
avoir re¢qu de Monsieur James Douglas
Robinson, Premier Assistant Collecteur de
Malabar et Commissaire pour le Gouver-
nement Britannique, les susdits trois points
détachés ou postes du Fort St. George, du
Grand et du Petit Calaye et les quatre
villages de Palour, Pandaquel. Chambara
et Chalicara, que moi, James Douglas
Robinson, recounais avoir remis cejourd’-
hui conformément aux abornements ci-
dessus spécitiés qui correspondent avee
ceux consignés dans un plan dressé par
I’Ingénieur civil de la septieme division et
daté du 9 Junvier 1849, excepté dans trois
endroits différents mnd:quds sur les copies

which a claim was made on a former ocea-
sion, and as in execution of this arrange-
ment the limits of the territory to be
transferred to the French Government
have now been ascertained to be prinei-
pally—
For the four villages— .
East.—Part of Panianoor, Peringa-
lom, Vollavilam and Kalaye
amshams. !
West.—Ceeroovangad and Kalaye
amshams. _ :
North.—Poonian river and part of
Panianoor amshams.

South.—Part of Vollavilom and
Kalaye amshams.

For the three detached points which _ /

communicate with each other—

North.—The strip of Kalaye lying ¥ [

between them and Vera Coonoo.

South and South-west.—A strip of |/

Kalaye intervening between =

H

them and Mahé river and a por- /

tion of Tellicherry road.
East.—A .nosque and precipice. !

i West.—A portion of Tellicherry
road and strip of Kalaye amshams
intervening between them’ and
Kanien Koonoo.

The-pasticulars of the above boundaries

will be found exhibited 1n detail in the |

appendix -annexcd to this instrument,

apprcved and signed by us this day.

3e it known that I, Joseph Hayes, first-
class S. Commissary of the Marine, Chief
of the French Iistablishment of Mahé, Ma-
labar Coast, French Commissioner, invested
with full power by His Excellency Rear-
Admiral De Verninae, Governor-General
of the French Settlements in India, do ac-
knowledge by these presents having
received from Mr. James Douglas Robin-
son, Head Assistant Collector of Malabar,
and Commissioner for the British Govern-
ment, the aforesaid three detached points
or posts of Fort St. George, the Great and
the Little Kalaye and the four villages of
Paloor, Pandaquel, Chambarra and Cha-
licara which I, James Douglas Kobinson,
do acknowledge to have delivered this day
according to the above specified bounda-
ries, which correspond with those laid
down in a plan drawn up by the Civil

|

Engineer of the 7th Division and dated |

9th Junuary 1%49, except at three differ-

.
¥
}

ent places indicated on the revised eopics

§
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révisés du plan sous les lettres A, B G
oll, aprts de soigneuses enquétes et com-
paraison du plan original avec les comptes
des villages, de certaines différences ayant
été constatés exister, les limites originelles
ont été changés, autant qu’il a été re-
connu juste et légitimie, et ainsi modifiées
ont été corsignées sur la copie révisée du
plan et ont ¢té déclarées constituer dé-
fimitement les abornements du territoire
retrocédé par le présent.

Au surplus moi, James Douglas Robin-
son, ainsi que j’en suis prié par Monsieur
Hayes, promets de lui fournir un plan
certifié du territoire actuellement rétro-
cédé.

En foi de quelle présent procés verbal
3 éte dressé et signé apris que le pavil-
lon francais a été arboré & Vera Connou.

Fait quadruple & Mahé le quatorze du
mois de Novembre, mil huit cent cin-
quante-trois, '

(8igné)  J. HAYES,
Commissionaire Francais,

U D. ROBINSON,
English Commissioner.

of the plan as A, B, C, where, on carefu
enquiry and comparison of the original
plan with the village accounts, certain
discrepancies having been ascertained to

exist, the original land wmarks have been

altered in such degree as appears just and

‘reasonable, and so modified have been de-
‘fined on the copy of the plan and declared
to constitute the boundary of the territory

hereby ceded.

I, James Douglas Robinson, do more-
over, as requested by Mr. Hayes, promise
to supply him with a certified plan of the
territory now transferred,

In witness whereof the present verbal
process, after having had the French co-
lours hoisted on Vera Coonoo, has been
drawn up and signed. _

Done in quadruplicate at Mahé the

fourteenth day of November one thousan i o

eight hundred and fifty-three. "

e <1‘—b'
(Signed)  D. ROBINSON,
- English Commissioner.
bt 4 HAYES: %
( ?’,3»2}ommisaiongire F,rancaig.
3

=
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MEeMoRANDUM.

Under date the 16th September 1853 the Government, on the application- of His |
Excelleney the Governor of Pondicherry, |

- 1t is quite necessary to ses the map before authorized the cession to the French
giving any opinion about this. authorities of the four villages Paloor,

AT o (Intld), H. Panduguel, Chambara and Chalicana, with

. , their net accmnulated revenue, and of the
three detached points or posts of Fort St. Georgé, and the Great and Little Calaye, all
in the vicinity of Mahé, on the understanding that the tvansfer as regarded those three
points was confined to the points themselves and did not extend to any of the adjacent
territory, | The transfer of these villages and points had long been under agitation,
but Meen delayed because the French claimed the cession of eertain traets of land
around the ““ points or posts ” as well us the *“points,” which the English had refused
to admit.

2. On the 26th December 1853, +he Special Agent reported, through the Board of
Revenue, that the transfer had been made, and he obtained sanction for paying over
to the Fremch authorities the net revenue of the four villages which had accumulated
from 1816-17 to the date of actual transfer, Ks. 97,648-5-9. The eonvention, or
process verbal, executed in quadruplieate on the occasion of the trausfer by the Knglish

* Commissioner, Mr. Robinson, Head Assistant to the Collector of Malsbar, and Mr.
,Hayes, Chef de Service at Mahé, is now submitted by the present Agent. By it the

four villages and three detached poinis or posts (frois points detachés on postes) are
made over by the English to the French with slight variations according to a plan
prepared by the. Civil Engineer, 7th’ Division. I his plan is not before Government,
and it might be well ‘o have it or a copy of it. . 1 observe too, in the process verbal.
an expression which seems to need explanation “ the three detached points which
communicate with each other ” (¢ qui communiquent entreux ”). 1f they are detached,
how do they co. municate ? It bas been made a sine qud mon throughout by the
English that the p..nts or posts only should be given up and no part of the land
around them. The plan may perhaps explain this. 5

3. Monsieur Passart, Chef de Service at Mahé, on the 29th May last submitted to
Mr. Robinson certain propositions intended to em body the subsidiary arrangements
connected with the transfer. These propositions are viewed by Mr. Robinson as fair
and reasonable, and by his superior, Mr. Cunolly, as unobjectionable. Such part of
them as relates to. tobacco has been rendered unnecessary as respects the British Gov-
ernment by the cessation of the tobaceo monopoly.

4. Under date 17th April 1854, the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors
transmitted, for the information of this Government, copy of a letter addressed by the
French Ambassador at the Court of London to Wer Majesty’s Secretary of State for

dependencies of Mahé might render necessary forthe suppression of iilicit trading, and

- directed that this Government would forthwith order the Jocal officers to place them-

selves in communication with the French authorities on the spor, for the purpose of
concerting with them such arrangements as might appear advisable for the attainment
of the object in question. Copy of this despatch was sent, through the Board of
Re-ven;ue, for the information and guidance of the Colleetor of Malabar on the 13th
June last,

5. Monsieur D. 8t. Hiluire who has sueceelod Captain Passart as Chef de Service

at Mahé has, under date 27th June last, intimated to the Collector of Malabarthe con- |
currence of His Excellency the Governor of Poudicherry in his, (Monsieur St Hilaire’s) |
suggestion that the “ propositions ” drawn up by Captain Passart should be signed hy

the Governors of Madras.and Pondicherry for transmission to the Collector of Malabuy

and Chief of Mahé, as.also the wish of His Excellency that the eonvention regarding

the transfer of the villages, i.e.y the process verbal concluded between Messrs. Robinson

and Hayes should be sumilarly ratified. The Collector of Malabar has sent up this

18

\
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application to Government, through the Special Agent, who suggests that, as His Excel-
lency the Governor of Pondicherry has expressed a wish in his letter to the Chief at
Mahé, that the original deed of transter already executed by the British and French
Commissioners on the 14th November 853 at Mahé should-be ratified by the respect-
ive Goverhments, unless the Right Honourable the Governor in Council sees objection
to the measure, it may be done; and also that authority may be given to the Collector
of Malabar to draw out in a similar form the several articles now proposed by Monsieur
Passart 1n his ketter of the 20th May last, and concurred in by Messrs. Conolly and
Robinson, with a view to their being also ratified by the respective Governments. AP
6. It is to be observed that these proposals do not come to Government direct .f
from His Excellency the Governo:of Pondicherry, but through his subordinate officer “ﬁﬁ;
the Chef de Service at Mahé,  There scems no particular’ objection to a compliance :
with the application as regards the ratification either of the couvention itself or of
the subsidiary articles, but before the Iatter are ratified it would seem advisable that
they should first be put into shape by the Collector of Malabar iu communication if
reedful with the Clief de Service at Mabé and be reported on by the Board of Revenue
as they pertain chiefly to fiscal matters, ‘ : pHE IR ’
7. On a former occasion, 18th July 1637, the Madras Goevernment ratified a con-
_ ' : vention for the renewal of a previons
See Extract from Minutes of Consultation, 18th salt convention, bur that convention was
July 1837. ' concluded between the Governor of the
: - - ~ French Bettlements in India, General, .
St. Simon and the Special Agent Mr. Dent, and was ratified by the Madras Government
only. Now the eonvention has been concluded by, the line Commissioners appointed
by the two Governments and it is requested that it may receive the ratification of both
those Governments. 2 "

. 1
];u;ucrtaf::: the-llmntes of Consultation No. 938, dated 10th August 1854
efore taking into considerati bj the foregoi ' :
moreble tie o C‘_:)I:;:;?‘ the subject of the foregoing letter, the Right

the plan drawn up by the Civil .Engmgee:n:fs ttl;:oe %gel)li)efo‘m vl

?., 2. It is observed that in th i '
¢ v y 10 the same instrument ion i
b ol T ot 3 e e
it has tﬁ}onghout begz‘: inh?:tidthls }:axpll;e ss];on 3 sokkon. i Ig;ﬁzﬁ;l;?:d th;)t

| . een msisted on by the British ' :
only should be given g{ and no part of the adjacegto :::ll}i::)i;t that the points or posts |

(Signed) . T. PYCROFT,
ecretary to Government,

E.M.C.,, No. 1252, dated 23rd September 1854,

" - Revesue D
Extracr from Minutes of - § ‘ UE DEPARTMENT.
Svoiice Departmen(:;, Consultation, No, 1252, dated 23rd September 1854,

Reap—the followi
g letter from the Collector i L
Department, Cuddalone 5 ° the Special Agent’s

From A. HALL, E ;
_ » £5q., Collector in charge of .
to the Chief Secretary to G ge of the Special Agent’s Department
28th August 1854, Ni. 11 70V8rnment, Fort St. George, dated Clt)lddalo:e,’

I havq the honour, :

(Signed) ° T. PYCROFT,
Secrelary to Government.

with reference to Extract from Minutes of Consultati
. ; on’

{ 2. The plan itself shows i
b ; ‘ wherein there i i
~ ong, whick a8 10 nd not to correspond wil:hany ek

ween it and the original

alfored. the village accounts and was therefore

o Mg le . forwarded i i
whicl : fcate with each other ” gag appﬁe:i e;plﬁégsgg;sﬁ??:iitdlth:
s lai

Excrosures.

X, Esq., Collector of Malatar, to the Collector

he S 1
P;’?? Agent’s Department, Cuddalore,

mour to receive your letter, dated the 12th instant, and its
‘)

enclosure, being extract from the

Minute ' 1
10thuid2 ;f Consultation under date the

of South Arcot
dated Calicut, 23rd

l‘; pamgr;sph of my
f - could be made for

: : A reference tc h
kL . % ' ' A and revised plan ¢ _ will show where the differen L
33 . , e plan {red and the cause thereof is explained ic,f E‘t;’:t:t’ﬁe:n;hgtgnglmal
o : | ﬁé?g Dated Ist ] Biem} graphs of Mr. Robinson's report, opy
s i o » _ of which was submitted with m ,l tpy
o | above alluded to, ) e
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3. With respect tothe observation contained in the secogdhp iragraph oit the‘.\tlhiuutei
ati beg to state that the expression * which communicate with eac

W Mo e Pother ” was evidently made use of

See note appended to the sketch of the boundary because the three detached posts (now in

survey prepared by the Civil Engineer and 1;ing) were on two hills which com-

transmitted to Government under date the 24th municate with each other. ‘Ihese hills

T stand within the whitish tinted space

exhibited in the plan, the adjacent territory within the deep1 red line which was

claimed by Monsieur Hayes in 1849, was not made over to the French Government, as

affirmed in the preamble of the process verbal executed on the ocoasion of the
transfer.

Extract from the Minutes of Consultation under date the 23rd September 1854,
No. 1252.

The Collector of Malabar forwards, through the Collector of South Arcot and
Special Agent for Foreign Settlements, a plan showing the territory at Mahé lately
transferred to the French Government.

2. The plan exhibits the boundaries of the four villages —Panduguel, Paloor,

Chambara and Chalicana which have been made over, as also the position of the three

detached points or posts, Fort St. George, and the Great and Lesser Calaye, likewise

) » . iioed®
transferred to the French. The expression ** which communicate with each other” is

sufficiently explained by the sketch.

3. The four villages and three detached points or posts in question having thus
been made over according to the decision conveyed in Lord Aberdeen’s note of Js‘t
July 1846, and the accumulated net revenue to. the date of transfer, Rs. 97,648-5-9
having also been paid to the French Government, the Right Honourable the Governor
in Council resolves to report the proceedings which have taken Place to the Honour-
able the Court of Directors in reference to their letter in the Secret Department of
13th July 1849. The wish expressed on the part of His Excelleney the Governor of
the French Settlements in India that the convention or process verbal executed by the

jritish and French Commissioners, Messrs. Robinson and "Hayes at the time of trans-
fer, 14th November 1853, should be ratified by the two C.u‘rovernmengs, and that the sub-
sidiary arrangements proposed by the late Chef de Service at Mahé, Monsieur Passart,
and assented to by the Collector of Malabar should be similarly ratified, will at the same
time be brought to the notice of the Court for their orders.

Signed)
(Sig e

Copy. to the Special Agent,
Board of Revenue for information.

Letter to the Honourable the Court of Directo
' 19th October 1854.

ZEPA.R'IMENT.
No. 56 of 1854.

Fo :
Twe Hon'sLe THE COURT or DIRECTORS ¢
East Inr®

Hox’BLE Sirs,

Paragraph I.—In paragraphs 12 to 14 of our le
No. 12, we informed your Hon’ble Court that we ha
Excellency the Governor of Pondicherry, authorized th
rities of the four villages—Palour, Pandaguel, Chambang
the three detached points or posts of Fort George and
in the vicinity of Mahé in the distriet of Malabar,

7th March 1854,
application of His
the French autho-
ara—together with
ind little Calaye, all
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2. From our proceedings, dated 12th * and 21st + January last transmitted with our
subsequent despatches of the dates noted
* Reported in paragraph 16 of letter, dated 21st in the margin, your Hon’ble Court will
March 1854, No. 14. ... have learnt that we had authorized the
T Reported in paragraph 9 of letter, dated 15th payment to the French Government of
TEn 10ap o, the net revenue of the four villages which
had accumulated to the date of transfer, viz., Rs. 97,648-5-9.
3. We have now the honour to submit in reference to your Hon’ble Court’s
letter in the Secret Department, dated 13th July 1849, No. 2, copies of the corre-
spondence noted in the margin$ in‘connec-
£ Cons. 15th August 1854, Nos. 5 and 6. tion with the above subject, and at the
Cons. 26th September 1854, Nos. 1117 and 1252.  same time to solicit your orders in respect
to the wish expressed on the part of His
Excellency the Governor of the French Settlements in India that the convention or
process-verbal executed by the British and French Commissioners Messrs. Robinson
and Hayes at the time of transfer, 14th November 1853, should be ratified by the two
Governments, and that the subsidiary arrangements proposed by the late Chef de
Service at Mahé, M. Papart, and assented to by the Collector of Malabar, should be
similarly ratified.
We take this opportunity of acknowledging the receipt of a despatch from the
Secret Committee of your Hon’ble Court, dated 17th April last, copy of which and of

its enclosure we have forwarded through the Board of Revenue for the information
and guidance of the Collector of Malabar.

‘We have the honour, &e.,

(Signed) « HARRIS.
(i) o G ANSDA,

U J. F. THOMAS.
Forr Sr. Grorek,

19¢h October 1854.

E.M.C., No. 613, dated 21st May 1855.

RevENUE DEePARTMENT.

Extract from Minutes of Consultation, No. 613, dated 2lst May 1855, Revenue
Department.

Read the following despatch from the Honourable the Court of Directors, No. 4, -
Revenue Department, dated 21st February 1855.

A3

OUR GOVERNOR IN COUNCIL.

At Fort St. George.

In these pﬁnﬁphs§ you inform us of the final adjustment of the question
Letter, dated 17th Mareh (N which has been so long under discussion
oo g (llo. i et between the English and French authori-
Lottel, dated 21st MSR(NOE14)1854, paragraphs 160  tiog relative to the claim of the latter to
Letter, dated 15th June (No. 38) 1854, paragraph 9. certain ‘territory in the neighbourhood of
., o 1R CE : their settlement of Mahé.
2. The four villages of Panduguel, Paloor, Chambara and Chalicana, together
with the three detached points of Fort 8t. George, and the Great and Lesser Calaye have

been made over to,and accepted by, the French authorities, and the net revenues of the

6 accumulated since 1816, in the Treasury of the Collector of
peen made over to them.
ents agreed on between the Chef de Service at Mahé and the

r for the security of the Abkarry, Customs and Salt Revenues,
appear to be sufficient for that purpose. If the Governor of the French Settlements in

India should still b'emﬁons that an instrument embodying the convention already
executed by the British and French Commissioners, and the arrangements above

19
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g’efted to, Should be formally ratjﬁer} by the chief authorities of the respective
Memmepts i India, we see no objection to such a proceeding although we do not
pefeeive any advantage to be anticipated from it.

L & We entirely approve your having declined to entertain the proposal submitted
w0 by the Governor of the French Settlfamqnts when apprehensive of a scarcity of
o iy the town of Pondicherry, for prohibiting the export of grain to any ports
i:'»gpt those o1 the continent of India, Interference of this nature, with the natural

irdingry €OUTse of trade, can scarcely fail to lead to injurious consequences, The
"»p ty whieh You had recourse, when entertaining similar fears for the people of our
pqnterfitory" of suspending the levy of Import duty on grain brought to British

y i quite proper. '

(Signed) J. OLIPHANT,
owgoy 500 ( » ) E.MACNAGHTON
Ut Pebyusty 1855. (i ). - C. MILLS &o., &o, |

— e

Bxpgaor from Minutes of Consultation, Revenue Department, dated 21st May
]855, NO. 613.

N The R; ght Honourable the Governor in Council proceeds to pass orders on a de-

b@t@h in this department, from the Honourable the Court of Directors, dated 2]st
hruéry 1855, NO. 4,

%), Ordereq that copies of this despatch be furnished for the information of the Board
P‘Qvenue qud of the Special Agent for Foreign Settlements,

% 2 #ing to the observations of the Honourable Court in paragraph 3 of this
Jl‘m‘tehA?}:: Special Agent will be requested, in reference to his ?ette%n(l)lf) the 15th

\ lagt, 1, communicate with the Collector of Malabar, in view to its being ascer-
QQQ Y Wh,ethef the French authorities still desire that an instrument, embodying the
'}'Q]fellti on already executed by the British and French Commissioners, should be for-
Qt%ﬂy ttifieg DY the respective Governments, and, if so, he will take the necessary

I grder t0 @ document being submitted in proper form for that purpose.

\ E.M.C., No. 787, dated 5th June 1855.

Revenxve Depa RTMENT,

EX'I‘R Acp from Minutes of Consultation, No. 787, dated 5th June 1855, Revenue
Depaytment.

RRAD—the following : —

From A, JALL, Esq., Collector in charge of Special Agent’s Department, to the
0 Secretd’y to Government, Fort St George, dated Cuddalore, 28th May 1855.

H(:}‘N have the homour to ackr}owledge the receipt of Extract from Minutes of
{l()‘l tation gader date the 21st instant, No. 613, with copy of a despatch from the
C, u'able the Court of Directors, dated 21st February last.

i I beg to State, for the infqrmz_ttion of the Right Honourable the Governor in
Wit th], that pre¥10us to communicating with the Coilector of Malabar on the subject,
ekgl\ Rht it post to address a letter to His Excellency the Governor of Pondicherry
malﬁh‘i View of $sCertaining Whethgr he was still desirous that the convention, already

l\ytﬁd betyeed the Buus_h and "French Commissioners in Malabar, should be for-

8i dq gkﬁti fieq Iy the respective Governments,
the \- His pyeellency has informed me in reply that, as far ashe is concerned, he con-
to i, the tenor Of the despatch of the Honourable Court asa sufficient ratification of
of t Qq"entio polladed to, but adding that, as he had previously referred the question
\ Qyvepppent in France, he could not answer for the view which might be taken

tter here:

—

Extract from Minutes of Consultation, dated 5th J une 1855, No. 787.
To be recorded.

: (Signed)  J. D. BOURDILLOY,

Becretary to Government.
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Letter to the Honourable the Court of Directors of the East India
Company, No. 1, dated 28th January 1856,

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

No. 1 of 1856.
To
Tre HoN’BLE THE CoURT oF DirEcTORS
oF THE East Inpra CompaNy.

HoN’BLE Sigs,

. » - - -

34. We furnished copies of this despateh * for the information of the Board of
Revenue and of the Special Agent for
Foreign Settlements.

- 35. Adverting to the observations of your Honourable Court in paragraph 3 of
this despatech, we requested the Special Agent, in reference to his letter of the 15th
July last, to communicate with the Collector of Malabar in view to its being ascertained
whether the French authorities still desire that an instrument embodying the conven-
tion already executed by the British and French Commissioners should be. formally
ratified by the respective Governments, and, if so, to take the necessary steps in order
to a document being submitted in proper
form for that purpose. The reply 1 of the
Special Agent is herewith submitted. From this it will appear that the Governor of
Pondicherry had been addressed in the first instance and that His Excellency has
informed the Special Agent that, as far as he was concerned, he considered your
Honourable Court’s decision as a sufficient ratification of the convention, but that, as
he had previously referred the question to the Government in France, he could not
answer for the view that might be taken of the matter there,

* No. 4, dated 21st February 1855.

+ Consultation, dated 5th June 1855, Nos. 63, 64.

* * * * *
We have the honour to be, &e.
(Signed) HARRIS.
: GroisT) ) GEORGE ANSON.
Forr St. GEorGE, SRR H. C. MONTGOMERY.
28th January 1856. RS WALTER ELIOT.
-
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CALICUT-CANNANORE RAILWAY.,

STANDARD Gavcr, 59 mILEs.
Inspection Report by the Consulting Engineer Jor Raz'17c'éys, Madyras,

The Inspection.—The inspection was made on the 21st to the 24th of August,
in company with Mr. H. C. West, Acting Agent of the Madras Railway, Mr. H. J.
Thompson, Acting Chief Engineer, and Mr. A. B. Strange, District Engineer, by
whom" the line was surveyed in 1894-95. A careful examination was made op
foot of all places on the line where the alignment or grading seemed susceptible of
improvement, in accordance with the suggestions contained in the note by Mr. F. R.
Upcott, Consulting Engineer, Madras, dated Sth November 1895,

2. The difficult places.—Before proceeding to detail the suggestions that resuited
from a personal inspection of the difficult places I may here say, generally, that the
difficult places on the alignment where tighter curving and steeper grading suggested
themselves to Mr. Upcott are the following : 1st, just beyond Mahé, miles 381 to 411 ;
2nd, just beyond Tellicherry, miles 47 to 49 ; and 3rd, just beyond Edakad, miles 53
to 555. Before going further I may say that I expect that, when these three difficult
places shall have been surveyed again, in the general direction suggested in the course
of our personal examination of the ground during the inspection, it will be found as
unnecessary as it is undesirable to stiffen the grades or to tighten the curves beyond
1 in 100 for the former and a radius of 2,864, or perhaps 2,150 feet, for the latter.

3. Question of tighter curves and grades.—Moreover I would say that, even if
the new lines of country suggested for re-survey should not prove to be advantageous,
and if therefore it should be found advisable to adhere fairly closely to the old lines,
practically nothing whatever is to be gained by tighter curving, although more frequent
curving may be of some use between miles 53 and 55%; and all that will be gained
by steeper grading will be the actual difference in earthwork on practically the safe
section. What I wish to be understood as meaning is that the contour of the country
is not of the sort in which the adoption of worse curves and grades would, as in the
case of the ascent of a ghdt, be certain to lead to economy of work.

4. Three long spurs.—This will be understood when I explain that the heights
to be surmounted at the three difficult Places consist of high narrow spurs running
athwart the alignment right down to the sea. The straighter and directer these spurs
are crossed at the narrowest and lowest places the better. N othing is to be gained
by trying to slip up sideways and down again sideways by the use of stiffer curves
and grades. The survey engineers, in the brief time which it seems to have been
thought necessary to give them, picked out what seemed to them to be the lowest and
narrowest necks in these  spurs; but if they ran ‘any alternative trial lines I have
seen and can hear of no record of them. In the absence of such trial lines, and in
face of my own impression of the lie of the country, I must see some trial lines run
before I can accept the survey engineers’ crossing places as being the narrowest and
lowest discoverable. :

9. General character of contour.—Tt is quite possible that after further survey
the stiffer grades and curves directed by the Government of India to be used, in
accordance with Mr. Upcott’s su ggestions above referred to, may prove necessary. But
I do not think so. The country is for the most part a remarkably easy one, pretty
much as if one poured a lot of sand over a level floor, in the shape for the most part
of little isolated hillocks, but also in places in the shape of long narrow ridges, and
in three places with these ridges running right athwart the floor. Anp ant crossing
the floor would enly have to steer his way between the hillocks in most places to kee
to the level, and in three places he would be compelled to cross the ridges directly,
but for the most part, with liberal curving, he might avoid them and the mounds,
The level floor is the rich rice country, and the hillocks and ridges are the laterite
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uplands.  If cut into for only four or five chains at a time these laterite uplands are - > \
most valuable, because they are the only source of ballast, and also because the rice cla o
is very unstable and, as experience shows on the western end of the Madras Railway 54 run right down to the sea, which they certainly do, and that they spread out there
in an identically similar country, it is very desirable if possible to have some laterite lize the fingers from the wrist, and are indivxdual!y perhaps each as bad as the parent
gravel for the clay slopes. Such short cuttings in the laterite as I refer to will be seen ridge where he crossed it, 1 very much doubt this however: the ridges seem to me
on the section at miles 6,9, 11, 13, &e., and such cuttings as these though doubtless ! to get lower towards the sea, and anyhow the price of an extra mile of line would
avoidable I would not avoid. But the case of the bigger cuttings further on is ¢ N suffice to cut through a considerable amount of ridging. _This length, from mile 53
different, and more survey, even if only a flying survey, will be necessary, é to 59, is a difficult piece of country because the ordinarily isolated ridges and hum-
6. Alignment, Miles 0 to 26.—As regards improvement of alignment, there is really ‘ n}OCkS have become conﬂueut_. The blue index map does not really represent it at all.
very little’that can or need be done until mile 26 is reached. If on these 26 miles g g There have l-)egn no trial llges, or there are mno relcords of any, except the one
the Government of India insist on 1 in 100 grades, all that will be saved will be some - : adopted, and it is quite essential that an enginecr should work at this piece of country
earthwork. This can be done on papery but there need be no hope that on this section 2‘ ¢ Rl 8 with his instruments, very carefully, for perhaps a for tnight or three weeks, before
stiffer curving and grading will result jn an appreciably new alignment. Tt may be, _higdiotum as to the best aligument can be accepted. gy
however, that shorter straights may lead to the avoidanpe of a few of the cuttings, but, . / S ” 11. Alignment past French Terrztorg.—The following is & sketch of how the
as I have said, small and frequent cuttings are specially valuable in this particular : question of the boundaries of Freqeh territory at Mahé affects the railway alignment,.
country, and will give the best road for permanent upkeep., & The French not only possess the piece of land south of the Mahé river on which the
T. Alignment, Miles 26 4, 39, Near Ba dagara, that is from miles 26 to 32, the : town stands, but also a largish dumb-bell shaped plece to the north of the river,
alignment can, I think, be considerably improved ; mnot so much by the adoption of ' Isolated both from their town termom the sea by a strip of British terri-
worse curves and grades, but by moving about more, keeping more to the west of e N tory. They also admittedly possess the ruins of three_olfl forts—Great and Little
town, and taking more pains, by the use of shorter straights, to avoid the local lumpi- Callaye and St. George—all on the top of one hill and within a few hundred yards of
ness. There is certainly an extended and very solid ridge athwart the line, and the : each other. Of thgse old fO,I'tS) however:, they possess merely the actual ruins, and the
survey engineer thoughf he was taking it at its narrowest : but the inspection party three are not only isolated infer se but 1solated also from the dumb-bell shapeq area
examined the position all round, and we agreed that much of the heavy work on miles already referred to. The Survey party unfortunately became Possessed of a tracing of
26 to 32, and, indeed, perhaps as far as mile 33, may with more careful survey be a map, obtained I understar}d from the Revenue Survey al}thorltleg, 1n which not only
eliminated, o were these three isolated ruins shown as lying insidea cireular piece of French land,

but this little piece of land was shown as connected by a narrow neck with the neigh-
bouring dumb-bell shaped piece of French land. This narrow neck was shown as run-
ning right athwart the ouly valley by which the railway could creep round to the sea
on the west after passing Mahé town and crossing the river, unless very undesirahle
curves were adopted and a longer alignment, so as to keep the railway between the
river and the ruined forts, This rendered it necessary for the survey engineers to
make the great diversion to the east and to go in for the heavy cuttings which will be
seen on the index plan and section between miles 37 and 45, .

12. Euz'a_?mce of old records of French boumlan’es.—Having obtained the o]q papers

8. Alignment, Miles 32 #, 45.—From mile 32 to the Mahg river, mile 371, is
quite easy, and nothing much is to be done to improve the survey alignment., The
rough piece of section from mile 371 to mile 45 can, I hope, now be not only vastly
improved in grading but also shortened in length, as the result of an interview with 6
the Administrateur of the Colony, whereby were cleared up the doubts that led to the 4
very extensive diversion of the line, at this mileage, to the eastward. Tt is now found
to be possible, and I hope by the use of no curves worse than 2,149 feet, to slip round j
from the crossing of the Mah¢ river, to the westward, to the very much easier and ‘
less hummocky country elose to the sea.

9. Alignment, Miles 45 15 473.—Nothing much can be done to improve matters *
between miles 45 and 473 in the immediate neighbourhood of the port and town of - .
Tellicherry. But it is desirable, if posgible, 1o avoid the big ridige at mile 48, The

inspection party went all over this ridge; it is certainly a very solid thick ridge, and

the Survey Engineer Mr, Strange thinks that he selected the thinnest and lowest place g‘

for cutting through it. From an inspection of the ground, however, I am inclined to

their object the giving of effect to the provisions of the Treaty of Paris of 1814, the
Government of India in their No. 1882, Foreign Department, dated 13th May 1848,
directed the Madras Government to make over to the French the dumb-bell shaped plot
“and the three detached poats called Fort George and the Greaf ang Siﬂéﬁ()%f

Again in a subsequent letter, dated 13th J uly 1849, the isolation op detachment of

; . A these three points was very strongly emphasised, and this Government were informed'
think that he certainly did not select the lowest place, though he may have selected the that “no territory yielding reve?me is to be co’nsidered as belonging to the thr::e

narrowest, and that what may prove even with 1 in 150 grades to be a cheapgr align- | forts.” In subsequent correspondence the dumb-bel] piece is referred to g¢ the “ four
ment, and what with L in 100 grades will very probably prove a cheaper alignment, 1 villages ” and the forts as  the three points,” or “the three detached points,» Later
will be found by Jkeeping nearer to'the line of the present cart road. The worst of all \, f on I find a bi-lingual agreement, signed by the French and English Commissioners on
such places as this is that they are covered, nearly every inch of them, by Nairs’ and the 4th November 1853, in which all boundaries of the French territory north of the

Tiyas’ homesteads, and with dense_groves of cocoanuts, and that compensation will be {\ : river, that is of the four villages comprised in the dumb-bell shaped piece were very
very heavy unlc_ass the ahgnmen? gets out into the comparatively cheap rice-fields as ‘~\ ! *_ : exactly defined, and alsp the three detached points or posts (% des ’troz's poinis
quickly as poss1b1e.. Hewever, 1t*was settled. that a fur'thc.er survey must be.madg for " ] détachés ou postes ) of Forts George and Great and Little Callaye ; and al] were
the best way of getting through this narrow ridge ; but it is clear that very little is to ‘. - recorded as having been made over on that date by the English to the French Com.
be gained here by worse curves than 2,149 feet. 1 missioner. This convention or procés verbal was finally notified and reported to the
10. Alignment, Miles 473 t0 59.—From mile 473 onwards to Edakad, mile 53, the z ] . Honourable the Court of Directors in accordance with Madras Government Minutes
country is perfectly flat. Indeed if four or five miles were added to the length of the X i e in Couneil, No. 1252, dated the 23rd September 1854, and in these minutes again the
whole line, nearly as flat g country as this might be 8ot on the first 25 miles, but it would :} A forts are referred to as ¢ the three detached points or Posts.” A perusal of these |
not be scientific location. From Edakad, mile 53, onwards to Cannanore, mile 59, the . £ papers convinced me that the Revenue Survey map which caused tha long detour |
country is undoubtedly a difficult one, and it seems likely that the whole alignment from ' to the east to be made was quite wrong, and that the route through the deep valle
8o far back as mile 511 to Cannanore may have to be radically altered. T arranged that : between the forts and the French village lands was perfeot y free for the railway,
a more direct, and probably a one mile shorter, route should be surveyed nearer the sea. B / SRR (@ e pmagein M. le Chef de Serviee.—1 had the honour of an interview with
Mr. Strange insists that, even with the best that can be done with curving and grading, | (4 M. Peuvergne, Chef de Service at Mahé, and having referred to this matter with
this will be the heavier line, because the thick solig ridges which he crosses at mila | B great caution, with the assistance of Mr. Strange who speaks French fluently, T was

1 pleased to hear M. Peuvergne say that he had always heard that the French owned the
' bare structures only (“ les baliments seulement”) of these forts, This was subsequently
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confirmed a few days later on the ground by a casual remark of a resident cultivator
from whom we were trying to find out where, on the map, we were standing. Thus
this question of the troublesome neck across the only valley available for a satisfue-
tory route from the Mahé river northwards has been set at rest, and a survey must
now be made on the revised alignment. The ground is undoubtedly a bit cramped,
but I think that 2,865 feet curves, or at worst 2,149 feet, will get the line through all
right, as there is really but little choice of detailed alignment,

14. Alignment near Mahé town.— As regards the town lands of Mah¢ south of the
er, there is a small dispute as to the details of the land boundary. It seems to be
a matter of quite a few paces. I arranged with M. Peuvergne, who was good enough
to walk with our party up to where the boundary comes on the river, that the railway
should be so aligned as not to touch the disputed piece of frentier ; and to ensure that
no mistake should be made, Mr. West promised that M. Peuvergne should be again
consulted on the spot when the line was about to be actually marked out. Subject to
this, it was agreed that the railway station at Mahé should be brought as close up to

the French town as may be found possible, and as convenient as possible for one of
their principal boulevards.

15. Station sites.—~West Hill at mile 3 is the European and troop station for
Calicut. At Elathur station, mile 71, the borrow pits must be so arranged as to
provide a canal or basin right up to the goods shed from the navigable buckwater
in the immediate neighbourhood. On the Elathur station ground are some good
native houses which should not be demolished, as they will serve as staff quarters,
The station site at Quilandi, an important village af mile 15, seems all right.
Tirckodi at mile 21 is an unimportant station between Quilandi and Badagara. If
at Badagara, mile 29, the alignment is kept further to the west, it will be possible to
bring the station site within touch with the head of an extensive system of navigable
backwaters, extending along way southwards. The position of the Mahé station site,
mile 37, has been already dealt with in paragraph 14. Further survey for the best
position of the Tellicherry station site, mile 46, is necessary ; it will probably be beuter
to throw it further to ¢h ]south, in order that it may be more easily practicable hereafter,
if desized, to connect it with the sea face and With the chief business part of the port.
This was discussed with two of the leading European merchants. and in their com-
pany the inspection party visited the port and the town. There is no proper suryvey
of the town on a large scale, but something of the sort, however sketchy, is necessary
before the site for the station can be properly fixed. It was agreed that it would be
better if the Edakad station, mile 53, were pulled further to the south to take it ont
of the swamps. Indeed the wholé alignment from miles 48 to 53 might with advan-
tage be brought nearer the road and further from the sea. The site selected for the
Cannanore station is not the best that might be chosen ; the whole question of this
site was carefully looked into on the ground and will be dealt with in the next
paragraph.

16. Cannanore station site.—This site must be carefully considered with refer-
ence, first, to the convenience of the business part of the native town ; second, to the
convenience of the cantonment ; third, to the parade ground, on which it necessarily
encroaches; and, fourth, to the convenience of exit in a northern direction towards
Baliapatam, The great want here is g proper detailed plan on a large scale ; nothing
of the sort seems to be available. The railway engineer’s plan, though apparently
correct in its general featurves, is in detail a mere sketch, and buildings of importance
in the estimation of the Military Department are merely indicated instead of being
shown in full detail on a scale of 10() feet to an inch. = Such a plan should now be
prepared, and until it is available it will not be possible to address the Military
authorities with regard to the question of interference with their lands and buildings.
But, meanwhile, a careful e xamination of the ground seemed to show that the direction
of the station alignment as at present laid down is not the best for extension to the
northwards, and that the centre line might with advantage be caused to pass some-
where about midway between the church and the magazine, and that the station
ground might commence opposite the church. The centre line ought then to curve
up in a more northerly instead of a westerly direction, and the station ground
might end at the road which passes the hotel, On this alignment there seems to be
the minimum of interference with existing buildings ; the exit to the northwards is
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easy ; the minimum of parade ground is occupied ; the site is most convenient gor :ge
port and for the business part of the native town; 1tfxs }::lso most(;1 q(‘)nvltfaq;egz 03: thg
| d residents in cantonment ; and the surface of the ground itself is abou
lt)le.:;zptil:tr;l could be selected for a cheép and well-drained station site, with the mllnugfng
of earthwork and the best and most economical foundations. The ahgnmellxlt eading
up to this site, through the outskirts of the native town, was examined by the inspec-
tion party. :
' ' — drawn -up by the merchants
. Proposed extension to Baliapatam.—A memorial t
and I;Zdholgers of the Kasaragod taluk of Sogtli'cain?t? aI’:Id og ltfedgzaal;all gz(l;tx(l)cb::
i etter, No. 714,
Malabar, which was forwarded under cover of his y N s e
ho strongly supported it, prayed that 3
1895, by the Collector of Malabar, w ] Aeed gy fioron -
i her distance of 4 miles to Baliapatam. _
i hiefly, situated on the bank of an important
Moplah timber-dealers and boatmen, chiefly, ip g e ol . e
i alling into the sea over a bar on which 12 to ee _
l"iver :dlff)lll:gd.m zluite large sea-going craft are said to come right up ;: hthe town,
t W:' ¥1" with timber up and down the coast and, as I was told by the Mop . s, even as
;m l Bhavnagar in Katiawar. But the most important point about this I:Eveli) ;s
tﬁr ta; a certain short reach of canal it is in touch with a great mlleag;z of It%a(; 1ga._l e
hat yand backwaters intersecting South Canara for a distance of a outh n:ildqs
;'lvigs up the coast. If the railway be extended the short distance of t l:'eeal 1-
t?;nafl;nﬂgs to Baliapatam, and if proper wharf arra(xllgezlnie111};)31 are lea;ieeai(:) ft fﬁep ggst,;
1 1 mileag
it wi find itself in touch with a large and valuable g
;t)rzv :)lfl tteti'(rerifnal feeders—the backwaters, canals, and rivers of S(tmth. Ca}x)mr:l.mﬂ'f;e
i ction party went out to Baliapatam, going by one route and returning by d
zll‘ll?pecountg is not exactly difficult, but a little care must be ta.kenf 1[111 1tls]_ surverhat:r :
ali(?nment j};st as already explained to be necessary for most parts of t de ne; furtill] -
noohesitaéion in strongly recommending thz}t d?hii rfllwa{dbgocfzr::ﬁer OI;nd e
i bout 4 miles to Baliapatam. Indeed I wou ]
fltwsg(l)lsfd olf)ea soh?)rtsighted folly to terminate it anywhere sout}]11i0f that _plael;a. A I:t
tliraﬂic sarvey, showing very promising figures, was made_ of this extension by

adras Railway Company. ’ ’
s 18. Bridges.—All the important waterways crossed are so close to th% hsezelg:ﬁ:
that there is no possibility of scour of a sort likely to be dangerous. bee v u{; le
designed for the foundations of these bridges will in all cases, in n(lly opmlol:il o, (fm;
Iesték;\is country it is exceptionally important that, as has been 1one (l)n % i
Rlelxilwa near Beypore, Calicut and Palghat, the bridges, when eh ose a on%su ei o o
; ad, be made to carry the road and the railway at the same level. e
;oufrryivre(;s that have to be bridged in the Malabar district are said to be a very
Ii;g;'y tax upon the resources of the Local Boe.u'd. ey tibe. v i
19. Conclusion. —From what has been said above it will be clear tha e; ee jos
good deal of surveying still to be do%(la l})leaforet;vobg( ;::pagidbi%‘;i :}gull)a:;g g
limi i 1 1 ve .
. umlte;i_ sicna(;l& igq ?swh?;ﬁaiisatwa considerable saving may result. It is algo
e secdl?llllat,: the new surveys may show that it will not be worth while to stiffen t e
expgpte from 1 in 150 to 11in 100. In making the new survey the engineers musg
181([;% I;Ielgso I;mxious as on the first occasion to adhere to Iongb nstralghrte glf;.molr}éef(;ggszg
is j : i i iderable economy, may be secu .
2 ]u§t " that saigbinrads 5 g e f length. Except that some small detailed
g Y. W]tth ougmgegzsi!;lﬁg altnr(lerie;:silfupon%he lines digcussed on the ground, there
e tse‘be no reason why land plans should not at once be prepared and sent
o tﬁ n};) 1(;) 25 miles, and why work upon this section should not be commenced this
i as land {s made over and arrangements for the provision of funds and of
:::%oﬁ’aiz Sl())g:n made by the Company. With the ?xeepthxll o;f5pterha;.)lz g%m; lg 90:113
i inder of the line, viz., from mile 25 to mi , plu
;n_l.}:isl,etélit;}:ﬁg 'c(:)f ]ggtlaizg;nt:m, will have to be re-surveyed, and the sooner a survey

party are placed in the field the better.

OO0TACAMUND,
28th August 1897.

F. J. E. SPRING,
Offg. Consulting Engr., for Rys., Madras.
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territory to.the north of the river. !

The latter consists of four villages : a1
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; i % e g } tion or detachment of the three points
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taken through lesr marksd K n hat in all the Correspondence that had
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them in one large undivided tract of ]

revenue- yleldlnu terrltory. Finally or
the 14th Novemnex 1853 by a conventio
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of that date executed between the !

British ahd Frenchalomaissioners in
- :
i Malabar the actual transfer of the Tour
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' villazes and the three detached points

took place., In the Preamhle of thig
agreement it is clearly stated that thie
territory to be delivered up to the
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French Govt.in the vicinity of Mahé wal
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to consist of the four villages of

‘Paloor,Pandacuel,Chambarra and

Chalicara and of the three detached

v |
points or posts of Fort St.George,

the Great and the Little Calaye as
defined by the British Authorities

i Without any of the territory in their

: vicinity to which a .claim was made on
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2 former occasion ; while the exoress
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" the three detached points which comuni-

¢ cate§ with each other" ,which occurs ih

the same agreement where the limits are
to refer to the two hills on which the

stand which communicated with each othler
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| from the DPreamble of the agreement
referred to above,.

4, This

convention or proces verbal
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‘waS finally Tr'eported to angd confirmed

fby the Hon’ble the Court of Directors,

Hig Excellency the ‘Governor of Pondi-
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the Govt,in ¥France he could not answer
| for the view wWhich might be taken of

' the Aafter there,
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| three detached points which were handed

“over to the Freheh 4n Hovember 1853, The
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question raised in the correspondence

AendlnL with G.O.No.22—23 Poll.,dated
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| 14th January 1894, relates to the town

of Mahé south of the Mahé river ang has
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