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Road

Sanctioning, on certain conditions, the construction of a — from Bédindyakkaniir
to Kotagudi, Madura district, directing the Chief Engineer to select an officer to
survey the proposed road and to prepare the necessary plans and estimates, and stating
that the question of the insanitary condition of Bédinaydkkantr will be considered in
the Local and Municipal Department.
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- i 2. The question of the road between Periyakulam and Bédindyakkanir hasstill to -
be considered as it forms an important link in our eommunication with the railway at
Ammayandyakkantr, but I underst®nd you to kindly say that this road would be pat.
. : ' in order.and the necessary bridges eected immediately,

. . * 3. A meeting %f the local Planters’ Association was held here on the 26th
ultimo, when resolutions were passed requesting Finlay Muir & Co. o conduet all .
correspondence regarding roads for this district with the British ands Travancore

- Governments, and I enclose an extract from the minutes of the méeting as it may
it . interest you. 4

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT. sy y 4. There is still one point T should like to bring to your notice, and that is the ,

: o condition of the village of Bodindyakkantr from a sanitary point of view. This - °*

village is said to contain 18,000 inhabitants and, I am informed, the sanitation has 3

> hitherto been attended to by a union. 1 have only a personal knowledge of the

Buildings and Roads. 2 ViEN village from having passed through it a few times, but what I do know 18, that since

Civil Works. 2 we have been connected with these hills, 7.e, within the last three years, cholera has
R been introduced here from Bodindyakkandr three times. Fortunately no epidemio

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

Reap—the following papers :—

From J. F. MUIR, Esq. to His Excellency the Governor of Madras, dated
1st March 1898.

has yet resulted ; but unless matters in this village are put
must expect to have cholera-stricken persons coming up her

on a better footing, we
e from time to time, and

we cannot hope always to be able to keep the disease from spreading.

5. With best thanks for your promised assistance,

aund apologising for trespass-

With reference to my recent interview with you in Madras when you kindly ing further on your time.

promised tha; the 1requirements of this district for proper through communication & .

with the Madura plains would be met by the construction of a cart road from Bédi- ' e o . i istri L8

ndyakkanur to the point below the ghﬁtyto which, as already explained, we intend to meﬁ:gu?;sﬂ:zf ?giﬁ ]&:ﬁ,lg eleg’ggM &;;]l(ljmﬁ(fOlet?l S e Eaet,

bring an aerial ropeway, you will be interested to hear that excellent progress has 1 RTINS LI T

been made with the road which will connect Manaar (the centre of this property) With reference to your R.C. No. 208-G.D.B., dated 19th Jamuary 1898 —and

with the point at the top of the gh#t from which the ropeway will start. Work was R.C. No. 1242, dated 17th January 1898, forwarding certain papers for carly remarks

only commenced on this road on 18th December last, and we expect to have no (enclosures returned), I have the honour to state that I went from Dindigul to Batla-

difficulty in completing about 13 miles from Manaar before the burst of the'south- gundu and from thence along road No. 36 and 38-A to P eriyakulam, Theni and
; Bédindyakkanir, and from thence to Manaar in the Travancore hills 224 the Devikolara

west monsoon. The remainde; ¢f the road, which will be about 7 miles, passes
ghét and returned to Bédindyakkandr vid the Kotagudi ghit, and have the following

thropeh 2 ZGanparatively dry country, and we shall be able to proceed Wwith it, we '
remarks to make :— J R i o T TR ST T AN
Road No. 36 from Ammayanﬂ)jgkkqm tir to Batlagundu is in good order.

expect, at any season of the year. As régards the ropeway itself, we have Mr.
Alexander Robertson (who, as Government Road Tracing officer, you may remember
traced very many miles of important roads in Ceylon) at present surveying an alter- »  No. 36 from Batlaessifiu to Periyakulam is in fair ordes.
native route to the one originally proposed, and we believe this new route will be y  No- A% eriyakulam to road 38—a junction—is in bad order.
5 No. 38-A from junction to Bédindyakkanér is in very fair order.
Devikolam ghat— bottom half very bad, top half good. :

much more suitable and less expensive than the original one. The survey will be
completed very shortly, and there is no doubt we shall have everything in readiness
I find that the planters at Devikolam and Manaar have, during the past two years
or so, planted over 5,000 acres in tea, and have large clearings made and ; I am not

to commence the actual erection of the plant by the end of the coming monsoon. It

is evident, however, that if a cart road is not completed to the point from which we
exagg_erating when I state that Messrs. Finlay Muir and others will have fully 10,000
acres in tea by next monsoon and a large acreage in coffee, and that money is ﬂoWing

have to commence our ropeway before we proceed with the erection of the plant, our
difficulties will be enormously increased, and the cost of transport of the plant itself

and of the materials required in connection with it will be very heavy. like water in these hills, and that in 3 to 5 years considerably over 30,000 acres will
I went down to Bodindyakkantdr last Friday to meet Mr. Underwood, Distriet be planted in tea and coffee, if communications are opened. As Messrs. Finlay Muir
Engineer, Madura, who informed me he had come to inspect the Bodindyakkantr- - have alone over £1,000,000 to be spent there, and besides them numerous other
Mettu pack-animal route. I explained to him that, although this pack-animal route planters and companies with heaps of money are at work, I also state that a lot of
tea is soon coming into bearing, and that as plucking is then a necessity, that where
one cooly is employed now, two will be required in a year or so and ten in 3 to

- must be kept up, the proper communication with the Madura plains, and that most
5 years. The fact that two coolies will be required in another year or so where one

urgently required by this district, was the one which we are now at work on, and
informed him that I understood the cart road above referred to was to be undertaken
is employed now, makes the matter of communications exceedingly urgent, as rice
&c., has to go up and down, and traffic will be doubled. Unless something is done;

by the British authorities at an early date. Mr. Underwood kindly consented to

come up here and to return 74 the Kundale-Kotagudi route, so that he would be

able to submit a report on the country the cart road would pass through and its urgently as far as I can see, European capital being introduced in this eountry, and

probable cost. We have explained matters fully to him and he leayes to-day which I believe the Government wish to be introduced, will not be given a fair chance

accompanied by one of our engineers to inspect this route. Mr. Underwood, who of giving a return and more capital may be prevented from flowing into the country..

knows the country round here, says he could put in the cart road trace in about a The matter is of importance to the (Government of Madras. The Resident has not, -

month or at the outside in six weeks ; and if this can be arranged, we shall be very exaggerated figures, but, I am afraid, considerably underestimated that this distriet

will produce more tea than the Mewara Eliya district iu Ceylon, which is known,

believe, to His Excellency the Governor ; and if thisis a tact, which the planters avér,

pleased to lend the services of Mr. Robertson to assist in the work, as soon as he has
completed the survey of the ropeway. This would ensure a proper trace being laid
the exceeding.importance of the same and communications w,l| be at ouce appareat to
Government, :

out in the shortest possible time, and if eonstruction work were rapidly pushed on the
. road should be completed at a very early date. , _

——l
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I append a sketch plan of roads— .
The full red line shows bandy roads maintained by the District Board, Madura.

e The full dotted red line shows bridle-path¢ maintained by the District Board,

Madura, and the T'ravancore Government. .
The blue line shows cart road and tramway being made by planters. .
The blue dotted line shows bridle-path cut by planters.
The green line is a proposed road.

All supplies now go from Ammayandyakkanir to Bédindyakkantr, vid roads
36, 3% and 38-A in bandies along cart roads. At Bédindyakkantr, the goods and grain
are transferred to pack andmals and cooly head-loads and taken to Devikolam and
Manaar from 30 to 36 miles by bridle-paths and subsequently distributed to the different
groups of estates. The bridle-paths and ghét are, at times, almost blocked with
strings of these pack animals going either way and it is so difficult and at times
impossible to carry sufficient food, &c., along this bridle-path and the planters have been
so pushed by inability to feed coolies (that they have had to send down hundreds to
the plains for want of food) and also know that they will not be able to feed th.e
increased number of coolies they will require for plucking, &ec., in a short time and
will probably not be able to plant the 5,000 acres or so of forest land already felled,
that they are constructing a pucka road about 20 miles long through very difficult
country from Manaar to the top of the Kotagudi ghét and have already cut large
sections of this road and down the Kotagudi ghit have constructed a bridle-path on
which they must at least spend very nearly £1,000 including supervision. ‘When
this bridle-path and road are open (marked blue), they will relieve the Devikolam
ghit and road (marked dotted ved) a little. But this will only be of use for a few
months as matters have gone ahead so rapidly that even these two bridle-paths and

road will not be able to carry all the traffic in another year. The plantersare therefore

going to lay a steam tramway along the road from Manuar to top of ghit and down
the Kotagudi ghit to Kotagudi from top of ghit a wire ropeway which latter will
be driven by water-power or steam and which with the tramway will relieve the
deadlock. On these and other communications, Mr. Davidson, the very energetic
Manager of Messrs. Finlay Muir’s estates, has, I understand, been authorized to spend
abbpt £30,000 and I consider that any official would consider that these planters have

expected. “However, all thls expenliture Oney in communications all that can be
Dnless the GOVGmment and 10031 boards on thlo Laim part Wlll be Of Very httle av‘aﬂ’

incumbent upon them in opening up a cart road from Boui. “» faiv share of the dutiok

miles above Kotagudi and putting the line of roads from Bédméyakka}m- it O 4~ 01

nidyakkanirintoreally good orderand indoing something urgently to maintain the bottqm
24 miles of the Devikolam ghat in better order, to temporarily reduce the difficulties
of transport. The measures which should be adopted in my opinion are as follows, if
these big capitalists are to continue opening up largely and beuefiting the country,
otherwise as far as I can see their opening up of thousands of acres will be restricted
and where employment will probably be given in a few years to 15,000 to 20,000
coolies with good communications, ouly 5,000 or so can be employed unless somethipg
is done and the planting industry on the hills strangled. Communications on this
side are essential. The I ravancore Government will also have to open up a western
outlet at a large cost and that matter, it is evident to myself, is most urgent, but cannot
be dealt with by me. I hear, however, that the Travancore Government may have to
spend from 5 to 10 lakhs of rupees on roads.

It is evident that under the system of Local Fund road-cess raised in the
Madras Presidency by which half the land-tax of one anna in the rupee plus all the toll-
rents has to be spent on roads in each district, that the local boards do not benefit
by this heavy planting in Travancore and that they can only benefit by toll-gates on
roads or by contributions from the planters, and that therefore if roads are to be made,
“that the tasbpayers of this district have a right to expect that the Government will assist
them in this matter and my suggestions are made accordingly, as I am certain the
finances of the local boards are inadequate to do all that is necessary.

1 therefore propose that the estimate for Rs. 384 be at once sanctioned by the dis-
trict board to maintain four permanent coolies on the bottom 2 miles of the Devikolam

.‘,g,af, o 3! e B il o L LR R e T e R |
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ghdt road as this porrion is very bad and only coolies permanently working can keep
it in order and that in addition Rs. 500 be given as hitherto to the Hpnorary Secretary,
Planters’ Association, to do necessiry work on the top miles of ghit, this will, in.a
measure, relieve the congestion of%raffic slightly, as the bottom 2 miles is nearly
impassable, with tl# heavy pack traffic which has cut up the road surface which 1s
steep and hard to maintain. An indent for tools for the use of ghit coolies is also
sent. Funds required from Ist April 1898. ; .

Road No. 38-A is in very 1air order, there are several iiolts on the first 3
miles of road, but I learn from the planters, that thev are satisfied with this road
line, the allotment has been hitherto Rs. 500, The bourd have budgeted Rs. 3,000
for next year and this will be sufficient to make this road all right, 7.e., the board have
raised the grant from 800 to 1,600 and given a special of 1,400 or ave spending
Rs. 2,200 in extra grants on this road. The anoual grant must be 1,600 permanent]y.
In addition, a small culvert is required at the 5th mile 7th fu rlong to keep the’approach
of river-crossing being scoured and a small special for this is called for which will,be
sent in later. !

Road No. 38 from junction to Periyakulam is the road complained of, and this
road has been bid ever since I knew it, many miles are only clay with a little metal
here and there, the allotment is utterly inadequate now and it is the board’s business
to make this into a first-class road. ~ I discussed the matter with Mr. Twigg, late
President, District Board, and as a preliminary matter; as he knew the road required
metalling, he gave Rs. 2,000 as a special, understanding that I would personally
inspect and report. He also knew that the road had Become more important during
the past two years and gave an increased grant raisinig allotment from Rs. 150 a mile to
Rs. 200 for first 10 miles. The road is, however, 11 miles 4 furlongs, and so I have
instructed the maintenance estimates to be prepared at Rs. 200 a mile for 1l miles
4 furlongs instead of 10 miles, and now report that I have, both going and returning
down the valley, inspected this section furlong per furlong and/submit herewith an
estimate for Rs. 7,600 for bringing this section into decent firder and to request
sanction of same at a very early date, in addition to the mf.intenance estimate, at
Rs. 200 a mile which will follow ; Rs. 2,000 of the Rs. 7,600 may be met from the budget
special of Rs. 2,000 leaving Rs. 5,600 additional required from any source. I have
further to state that the road has been bad ever since I knew it and is much the same
now as three years ago, and that I have gone very carefully into the matter and
znow that anything less than what I have asked, cannot bring the road into decént
order. THe maintenance must be permanently Rs. 200 a mile. The Theniar river
approaches are a soft stone, orders are given to keep these cut from time to relieve
traffic. The river seldom rises for more than two or three hours and traffic is never
seriously blocked there.

However on road No. 38 a tunnel 6' X 5’ is required at the 5th mile Sth furlong
where the road crosses a small channel and where the ground is very soft and diffi-
culties occur to bandies such as breaking axles, &. A small special will be sent for
this; and at the 5th mile 8th furlong there is a very nasty crossing which requires a
culvert of 5 or 6 vents of 6, but for this investigation of discharges are required and
when these are complete an estimate will be prepared and submitted.

The above is all that is required for road No. 88. Regarding road No. 36, T also
examined this road from Periyakulam to Hutlagundu furlong by furlong, the board
have, in addition to the maintenance, given a special of Rs. 1,500. My estimate is
under preparation according to the requirements of each furlong and may be a little
more than the grant, which I trust will be sanctioned. Thé"above is all that I propose
that the board should do and is I hope within their means—

ES.

ZLe., additional grants—Devikolam ghit ... 384 (1)
Road No. 38-A—extra allotment
Rs. 800, special estimate Rs. 1,400 2,200 (?)

Road No. 38, extra allotment 11} miles
af 28,00 = .. = 575 (3)
Road No. 38, special .. 1,600 (4)
Do. 36, special, about 1,500 (5)

Total ... 12,259
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Some of the above is budgeted already, z.e., (2), g o A it J

' ile 7th’ . 3R-A g
noldishoq #r 05 ::; :;ﬁ fa ;:t{lx iy g: o 38 }Estimates called for.
e ” ” " ” « ”» L
Wow mo st Bt SHDeGed WhegybOues : 48 Ve
The next public body that will have to do something is the B'(Sdmé{)a(;kkagtl;‘z:;lso:%
*where I am sorry to say, matters are as }t)ad as they tp(;sestl;bl} '](‘:zr; e
oge 3’ 4" wide flow down some of the roads or streets. : o,
2(:1:afix‘;1e hfve been raised and metalled are now cut up and bandies i*a;mo:hegt;) lzces
the ridge of metal 1’ to 3’ broad along the centre, but actually gfo at }?rei B, s
where at one time side drains existed. T have known this union for ye

1.

* can state that it is the filthiest spot in the whole of the Cumbum valley. The town

is well off, as much money flows into it from the hills, the zemindari has rich paddy
3 _

I saw more cattle there than I
: ly every person, I am told, owns cattle gnd .

; iﬁs’efgf'd‘sges n Z)rpuroun’d any othe;' town. 1 be]levg that there }(]‘?‘: ‘beenndlsf:i:lzl]tlz
in tbtaining a good Chairman. 1 consider that an official should he Chairman. sa:

- Tahsildar, Periyakulam, that the house-tax should be the maximum if possible and thaf

1 i el or metal the continnation of
should be forced to at once raise and grave :
g:dui\lfl (()).u ;8-(;1 through their union up to the culvert at the other end of the union.

1 i itted if necessary and in addition that they
An estimate will be prepared and submitte : };nuld T’digey ehcir ek {ogt YA

with earthwork if limited funds are
available, and maintain and use a proper
number of scavenging carts. If the Union
funds are inadequate, the Taluk Board,

indi ist I think Anyway I just wish to call _your attention to the
3::2:? ua&; :r?e:)t‘tlel;ri's '?}?::'ét aIre very bad, as rg;:argls streets and sanitation eh'r;lera 1&; tnear]iyé
always present. I have no doubt the II’fresident, Taluk g;):;i,] r:v:llllt r;a;‘:(;e); :;:) u(la:is,be
: i adequate powers. necessary, a §
(}:gta(;zléd})‘:;sgtlgr: I:nattex('l becon?es important when food stuffs and labour to the large
platting district in Travancore, all has to stop here en route. s i
“Anyway road No. 38-A should be immediately exteinded through th% um(]):}‘tagl
from thence a road earried to the foot of the hills near Kotagudi anfi u% the lft 3 1
miles beyond Kotagudi and to a point where the wire ropeway is li)emg (;‘ougN . ;);;;1;
byche pd]anters, so that goods can be taken right to the tra.mvvayl y yi)q e I'to s
means will enable 20,000 or 30,000 acres to be opened up un essl 1t1s ah clg thg
right up to the top, but as the Resident, Travancore, states, these p a.n. ersf e (}; em-
selves, and as they bring a ropeway down to Kotagudi it only remains dor'b overn-
ment to bring a road as far as this. The cost of such a road is estimate y me as

] i i Ilin
I have just received the estimate for metalling
this i]nile and it amounts to Rs. 1,060 will
be submitied if ordered. i

follows : — 13
From Bédindrakkaniir to Kotagndi 8 miles at Rs. 4,000 ... = '13;2),‘(;83
Beyond Kotagudi 2 wiles at Rs. 5,000 Bl N s e ;
Two bridges masonry abutments and timber p]atf?rm 12" wide
supported on rolled steel-girders on 8th mile 30’ span each at 4 s
. 2,000 each 4 - e s 4
0 Rsbridwe 3 aspans of 30" st river 1 mile from Bédindyakkanir as
e L. “aogieVok); 7,000
a

Total ... 53,000

idges are at present omitted, the road would cost about Rs. 42,000:
this i?i;}(lzfu:irv"e %f culverts Pand 6" metalling. T append a sketch of the Kotagudi
valley showing Kotagudi and the two proposed lines of ropeway which .I_ have
called Benzies’ line and Robertson’s line, from the men who surveved same; in my

yinion Robertson’s line will be adopted and the termlnus_ will, I think, .have to be at
OII::)ut oint B. However this will be decided in a short time and machinery ordqred
; lagters and it is to the point they bring ropeway that the road should be carried.
T)krlepoﬁicer deputed to survey will, I know, be assisted by the plapters and t_:he terminus
of road can then be decided. However, the road should and will be easy to construet

- .
C p Syl .
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comparatively if taken as shown in dotted line in sketch attached, the hills on that
side being ever so much easier for a road than en right hand sidg of valley looking
up‘it.  The road should be taker up at a gradient of above 1 in 30 if possible,” but
this may not be possible, A survéy must be made.

g I think this foad line cannot justly be put as a charge on Local Funds; in fact, at
the present time, with the Vaigai cutting the district in two by Periydr water, the
resources of the Boards are being taxed to the uttermost fo construct connecting roads,
such as the Partibanur-Paramagudi, the Samaiyanallir road, and the urgent necessity
of other roads is well known, such as the Madura-Chekudy ; the tax-payers’ money is
required for these. The Devikolam Planters do good uiidoubtedly, but these sorts of

" things must benefit the Imperial or Provineial Government; and as it appears to .

this road from Bédindyakkanir to the foot of hills and two miles beyond Kotagudi, as

“it is an Imperial matter. I can further state that the more enqguiry is made and.by - °

whatever official that I am confident that the report will be that it is a real matter of

by Government within six months and the earthwork all completed. I am informed
by Mr. Davidson, the Manager of Messrs. Finlay Muir, that their ropeway will
be ready in six or nine months, and I have heard of this gentleman before and by his
reputation in Ceylon I am sure that words are worthy of great consideration. He
believes firmly and so does M, Muir that Government will come to their aid in
constructing this important road. I believe myself that if His Excellency the Governor
was aware of the urgent necessity, that very urgent orders would be issued to the
Public Works Department, to bave this surveyed and plans, &c., sent in at once,

I may state that, where a million or more pounds sterling is involved ard that in
its expendifure a return is looked for and with exchange likely to be at 1s. 4d.] the
working of tea estates must be made easy by roads, &e., or else, they will not pay
and if these estates do not pay, eapital would not come to the surrounding planting
districts and that means, that capital is shut out of India; and T believe Government
and the Secretary of State wish capital to come into the country and that Government
will therefore assist urgently.

In conclusion, I know that T have made _suggj tions and reported, as to what
should be done and how it should be done, more than is necessary from a Distriet
Engineer, but T believe that T am only placing urgent facts before you, and therefore
trust that I am doing right in bringing the whole facts to your notice.

The Kotagudi ghat and tramway to Manaar will feed out and out the largest
area of land under cultivation and is the only practicable route to adopt. The
Devikolam ghat and track to Manaar is prohibitively long to some estates,

There are about 100 European planters on the estates, mostly Ceylon men, and
some of the best planters are there. Mr. Davidson and Mr. Retty amongst them both 5
I believe known to the Governor. These men seem to think that it is only necessary
for the Government to know what is being done, and that roads will be at once put
in hand, as they would be in Ceylon. They have gone so quietly to work in opening
up a large acreage that, officials on this side are hardly aware, that a district which
will easily surpass the Wynaad and in a few years Coorg is being rapidly opened up
at Manaar, that I am afraid the Government on this side may be taken rather by

surprise. However, I know that urgent steps will be taken, immediately matters are
known properly. X

If roads are made, toll-gate should be put at Bédindyakkantr and at junction
with road No. 38 on 38A, two toll-gates being closer than 20 miles apart. This ig
only way to tax planters and those who benefit from them, z.e., carriers to Bédindyakka-
nar. They would realize between them over Rs. 3,000 a year. Special cases require
special treatment, and as this is g special case, toll-gates may be sanctioned at 10 mile

. . .
. . .
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int(;rvals from Arimayandyakkapdr to Bodindyakkanir and would provide gt

D

w

have no wish to make any profit out of the contract and would sublet it al the same rates as

i might be given to us, our only reason for making the proposal,being that as we have representa-
works, 2.6.— . . Yx ¢ tives on the spot and as it is to our imterest to have the work completed ptomptly, we feel, sure
< . - *
- randyakkandr we could get the road constructed morg guickly than any one else. )
g toll,ﬁmr:l:{nlr;uyam ; A fiok “a 16 . b We shall be much obliged if you will give our proposals your best consideration and shall be

»  Perivakulam ... - g; i ‘glad to know as early as possible what is decided.

» Thm}i P '47 :: A

btk Bbdindyakkanir

Office-note from the Chief Secretary, Financial Department, dated 18th April 1898, No. 933.
Telegram from the President, District Board, Madras, dated 18th April 1898.

e .

From J. F. MUIR, Esq., to His Excellency the Governor of Madras, dated :

B2 Caleutta, 6th April 1898. : T
< AL Manaar, we have \ e . : ;i :
4 ; W With];ff?lreniesfl(;vIc:;fyf(}:t;zr a(l)tfegjztgzrigugs;oyrége:erfi;({ni'opeway down the From the President, District Board, Madura, to the Chief Engineer to Govern

now completed ou

ment, Public Works Department, dated 18th April 1898, R. C. No. 208 G-

As stated in my telegram sent this day, I have the honour to forward herewith
- copy of District Board’s Resolution, No. 18, dated 18th April 1898, on the subject.

itable one, and should
. * ohat, and the new route has proved to be a very suitable 0%
ﬁzt(;%"éd; %nucil lighter rope, and consequently lessen the transpzlt_d{iﬁcglvitgd fr?;:i ;
i 1 ible it i t any material m -
cently seen, however, how impossible it 1s to ge
}lliit’)vt’ieirf:vakkf;.nﬁr in a reasozlable time as the Telegraph Department ha; foun(:,s 1‘%11;3‘
¢ greatesi difficulty in procuring coolies to carry the few rails required for posts 10

the extension of the telegraph line from Bédindyakkantr to Manaar, and we have

ExcLOSURE.
: . K di
s ideri hat way we could help with the Body Kotagu P ! S i1 1898. No. 18.
eon(slequilll);lg tize:v(gi}‘.lcﬂgﬁgﬁtgblenczmpletea R eesiblo e, Wo v RoGEEDINGS of the District Board, Madura, dated 18th April 1898, No. 1
;zZorfl(.)illgly addressed the President of the Madura District Board as per enclosed copy, } ) 2 X ;

1 b
' s i We are offering to lend Mr. Robertson’s
hich I would ask your kind reference. : | ( :
2(;rtic‘es to trace the rgad and to take the construction contract if we find 1t pOtS)SI.ble
to do the work at the rates quoted. We think this would ensure no time .belamg
lost since it is clearly to our interests to have the work finished as soon as possibie.

] ! ' t week and hopes to have
. brother is leaving for Madras and Ootacamund nex t
; the pl;glsure of calling on you with regard to this matter. We are most anxious to

see work started.

Read—18. Endorsement of Government, No. 37, dated 11th January 1898, forwarding, for early
remarks, letter from the Director of the North Travancore Land Planting and Agri-

cultural Society re-cormunication to the East of the High Range in Travancore. Also
District Board Engineer’s report on the subject.
Also President’s memorandum thereon.

Resolution.—The District Board resolves to put the road as far as Bédinay: skantr into geod
order as farsas their funds permit. 5

By a majority of 10 to 7, the District Board resolves that the extension of the road from

PR

Bédindyakkantr to Kotagudi is desirable, and that one-fourth of the cost of the new road may be
ExNcLOSURE. met from District Funds. It regrets that it cannot give any further assistance for financial
i istrict Board, Madura. reasons.
sesrs. FINLAY MUIR & Co., Calcatta, to the President, District ) y
Frow M F dated Calcutta, 6th April 1898. .

Tn the event of the new road being made the present allotment for the Devikolam ghat will
be withdrawn. :

Rupees 384 for maintaining the Devikolam ghat and Rs. 20 for tools sanctioned from
unforeseen charges under grant 1.

i icati rty belonging to the
1 noe to the question of communications, between the property to th
N’oﬁvliv'%lla:zﬁectgre Land lgllaming and Agricultural Socx;ety in fth}els K&ngn Dg\zvattq ::hll:l ’12
1 i 1 the Madura district, whic
P for which company we are agents) and the plams ol ih :
:m‘z:llilgg;eié a.': present un({)er the consideration of your Board, we wish to say that we shall be
1ed to render any assistance we can. Your Engineer, Mr. Underwood, recently paid a visit
tgoathis district, and as he would submit a report on the character of the country and the present

means of communication, we think it unnecessary to accompany our remarks with any plan.

i i y :ntend to comstruct an aerial
derwood will no deubt have informed you that we intenc
| mpevli; E:me:}v:eoboundan of our property at Alanjimed which 1s sitnated at the top of the,

Note by the Chief Engineer, Public Works Department.

With reference to Mr. Muir’s letter to His Excellency the Governor, dated 1st
March 1898, copy of which is attached, I met Mr. Underwood, District Board Engi-
_ neer of Madura, at Madura on 17th instant, and obtained the follewing information
4 int some 24 miles above the village of Kotagudi. The final survey for this ropeway " ; . ‘-\. from hi. on the present condition of the line of communication between the Anamalais
P d ot a contract will shortly be placed at home for the material Al - and the South Indian Railway in Madura district (vide attached tracing)
N S cump_leted Yy I w;eﬂ(;xpels,nt will probably arrive ab Bédindyakkantr some time about SN, - ;- A g)-
required. 'Il‘lh“‘ m?}?ﬁ:s:amon:nz:?——sav inI Octobar—but when it gets there we are met with the 2. Road No. 36 from Ammayandyakkanir Railway station to Batlagundu is in
;Eﬁ;{:}noéfthivsoso transport it to the site where it is to be erected. We understand it is intended good order.

- . ud from Bodingyakkantr to the terminus of our ropeway, and there is the ® Road No. 36 from Batlagundu to Periyakulam is in fair order; but is unbridged
1 to construct a cart To Y i . s tail & h e . g y > g
R . most urgent necessity for the completion of this road, as without it we Ifail to see how e can sesr P enyakul nih

- i 7 ted - and until the road and ropeway to connect . e o
:thin any reasonable time get our ropeway erected ; and until L] : Road No. 38 from Periyakulam to Theni is in bad order and wants two culverts
ﬁlédinéya{kanﬁr with our p?operty are completed, we cannot with any confidence proceed with S8 4 Bridge at Theni. M

. : £ munication are altogether inadequate even - § & L. g 4 g
our planting Og’efat“;;s :ﬁéz};g P{;“e:tto‘“f‘éi'(‘f . P 1 Road No. 38-A from Theni to Bodindyakkanir is in very fair order, but is rather
for the labour force Y narrow and wants a culvert.

: i i rovose and which we hope you may see your way to accept is (1) :
. to lenTé] 2&?:8 ;::':?;z ‘ZF ‘acifrvge};orpto put in the trace f(}:e the road, and (2) to take the contract 3. He proposes to spend Rs. 12,000 in next official year in putting the surface of bl
y for constru-tion if we find we can work at the rates you are prepared to . hAﬂ ?egit‘ids ), the above roads into good order and also to obtain money for constructing the neces-
we have ab present nuder engagement to us Mr. Aloxander Hobertson, who has in tho past sary culverts. A good deal of this proposed expenditure is already budgeted for, and
Mr. Underwood thinks the district board is certain to provide the remaining funds.

2

tury traced many roads for the Government of Ceylon, and we are, saﬁsﬁfad he
%l:,ﬁt; rpz{ ;cznggog trace and do the work as quickly as it could be dome. As regards, (2) we

e .
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10 No. 1128 W., 5ta May 1898.

', 4. The expenditure of the, ahove money would still leave the foad unbridged at
Theni and P eriyakulam. The cost of the former bridge is estimated at Rs. 31,900,
and of the latter Rs. 1,27,100, ang the Board has dbcided against the construction of
both. Mr. Underwood, however, assures me that *he has never known carts stopped
on the banks of these rivers for More than two or three hours at a ttme, and if this is.
the case the bridges are not urgently required.

5. I thinks therefore that the district board may be safely left to do all that is
needful with regard to existing roggs,

the link complete, 3 new road is required between Bédindyakkandr and

.

T e

6: To make I
the foot of Finlay Muir & Co.s Proposed aerial ropeway at Kotagudi. This line is g

coloured green on the accompanying tracing. It is about 103 miles long, 8 miles on
thg}evel and about 21 miles of ghét, and Mr. Underwood estimates its cost with
bridges at, Rs. 53,000, without bridges Rs, 42,000. He says the Board has no funds

for this work, and that Government myst assist because of the imperial interests

RS.
Partibanur road 35,000
Devacottah Sarajani Bof 24,000

and if the construction of these two roads was postponed, the Board would be in a
position to construct the new link to Kotagudi. The objection to this is that the two
gbovg-menhoned_ roads are wanteq by the taxpayers of the district and the Kotagudi
link is not, and it 18 perhaps not desirable to coeroe the Board in a matter of this kind.
Mr. Underwood objects to the OhStruction of any new roads because he does not get

The opening up of a ser viceable line of communication between this very important
planting district and the coast Will benefit—

(1) the planters themselves ;
e (2) the people of Madura district, by increasing the demand for labour, food
stuffs and carriage ; : A
(3) the South Indian Railway 1y freight of exports and imports ;
(4) the port of Tuticorin by freight of exports and imports ;
and the early construction of the Proposed link road will ensure that large portion

of the traffic will come through Britjsh territory to Tuticorin rather than through
Travancore territory to Cochin,

.. 8. I am therefore most strongly in favour of the immediate construction of this
link road, either— :

((B l1))}' ttt}lle dgiﬁtt"i?ttbgarddby postponing expenditure on other roads ; .
=) by the district board asgigted by g t from Provincial
L B el R ed by a grant from Provincial funds of say,
(3) by Public Works Department with a grant from Provincial funds given
unconditionally, beqause of the great interests involved :
(4) by Public Works Department with a grant from Provincial funds to e
g{ﬁdual.ly repaid by the district bogeq out of receipts from new tol] stations or
otherwise,

i I_ recommend the_thir d course myself, hecause I think Government in a matter of
this kind ought to assist district boards, and if sanction is given I will send an officer
at once to survey and estimate for the road.

The District Board Engineer begs that this may be done in any case because he
has already more work than he a0 manage, and | agree with him. :

9. The sanitary condition of BL’)dinévakkan ir calls for t e :
district officials. ‘ ! § tor the urgent attention of the

+.f'

.
—— O O T O e s P A — e e e P

No. 1128 W., 5te May 1898, : 11
it baitnds SRk e, )

10. I invite atfention to the copy of the District Board Engineer’s report to 'tixe
Collector of the district on the sub ject of  hese roads, &c., which will be found among
thé, papers, o

.
T T D e o sl A s

It will repay perusal >

: (Signed) ~ W. B. peWINTON,

21st March 1898, Acg. Chief Engineer.

OrpEr—No. 1128 W., dated 5th May 1898.
r he papers read above relate to the present condifion of the line of communica-

T
. tion between the Anamalais and the South Indian Railway in the Madura district,
2. The Chief Engineer, Public Works Department, is of opinion that the distriet -

board may be safely left to do all that is needful with regard to the existing roads,
and that to make the link complete, a new road should be constructed between
Bédindyakkantir and the foot of Messrs. Finlay Muir and Co.’s proposed aerial ropeway
-at Kotagudi.
11 the planters will contribute as much, His Excellency the Governor in Council will
be prepared to provide the balance from Provincial funds, Meanwhile, an officer will
be selected by the Chief Engineer to survey the proposed road and to prepare the
necessary plans and estimates.
3. The question of the insanitary condition of Bédindyakkanir brought to notice
In paragraph 4 of Mr. Muir’s letter, dated 1st March 1893, will be considered in the
Local and Municipal Department. 0

(True Extraet.)

W. B. pkWINTON,

(Signed)
Ag. Secretary to Government,

To the Chief Engineer, Public Works Department.
,s the Superintending Engineer, VI Qirclo,
» the Examiner, Public Works Accounts,
» the Local and Municipal Department, with an extract

of the note by Sir H. W. Bliss.
s Messrs, Finlay Muir and Co.

Ex1. Shaik Karim.

The district board agrees to pay one-fourth of the cost of this road, -
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