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Mahraj Mathoosys Bhawani By Sahip

,il;'ﬂ]l;;ger of t.he late Rajal, Sye, Yekojee, pp;

2 afz'.kmmunam~Tam'ore and gmno,l- by

2aoption of His fr, An 80"?:.51/
meersing

ighness K;
Maharajap, of ’I’cmjm.({e:iss Ry

F UG ”

To
The Right Honom’able
e Governor 0
Fort Sy, George m Coun}cczl
Daited, ]
Despatehed. S dpril 1898
Receted,
No.
ENOLOSUBE.
Submitt;
. Is;tit:ng the abstraet, of the aceount f
hy ce of Ma.d 1arjunam or Tj s
r—Tanjore District -

-

}

@he Right Hononrable
Ghe Governor of
Fort St. George in Eonncil.

— _,g._..—-ﬂ"‘ H :
A S THE GOVERNMENT AGENT, TANJORE.

The humble Memorial of Mahraj Mathoosri
Bhawani Boi Sahib, dowager of the late
Rajah Sree Yekojee, Prince of Madhiar-
junam=Tanjore and grand-son by adop-
tion of His Highness King Ameersing
Maharajah of Tanjore;—

May it please your Excellency,

In continuation of the humble memorial for an increase in my stipend
dated March 1898 already submitted for the merciful consideration of Your
Excellency’s Government, I respectfully beg to attach hereto a true and faithful
abstract of the accounts of my palace showing succinctly the income and

enditure during the past year 1897. The figures speak for themselves and
expder uite clear the hopelessly difficult and painful condition in which I am placed
I:nt;he Etter inadequacy of my income from all heads to meet the heavy charges in-
yrred every year. I earnestly beg to assure your Excellency’s noble Government
:1111 t not one of these items can be dispensed with, without loss of dignity and time-
3 red customs which would be ‘487 than death itself that the expenditure
e h head is kept down to the lowest minimum possible and that it cannot ab-
e ea;e reduced any further in any manner. Your Excellancy’s merciful heart
sy ily conceive the dismay and anxiety caused to a delicate female like me
co.uld ea,}sll. 4 but my illustrious and Royal ancestry to support me, to see year after
i nOt' 5 iasing deficit in my finances which can be met only by borrowing from
e o -lenders a thing which fills me with sorrow even when I think of it.
pid msneymentioned even many of my few jewels have been sold away to clear
As hall;z; tg poth in my time and in the time of my lamented husband, Prince
suc
Yekoji. 3
9. It is needless for me to encroach too much upon YO}II‘ Excell'ency’s precious
momex.xts. I beg to appeal to the merciful Government which so faxtl%fully reflects
and represents the gracious and merciful Empress. under whose benign sway so
many Nations rejoice to save and help a poor rehc' of .fallen i Roya.lt'y frc.)m an
extremely painful position and from want, especially in this famine of dire distress.

And, as in duty bound, shall ever pray.

For Your longevity and prosperity,
Your Excellency’s humble Memorialist,

e %'N( 189 . } s

MADHIARIUNAM

.(.

. vv e B i )
\ I s_g:.‘aéx":‘ ":
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IWSIMII oF MAHARAJ MATHOOSRI BHAUANI BRYI SARIB
il T'HE MEMORIALIST.

‘ (‘ha__wknowledged by all that the British have done great

Jia; that they have introduced improvements that have

the people, and which would never have been brought about
mmment of the country had been left in the hands of Native
Railways and telegraph wires are to be found in all parts of
try, and people can travel with ease, and at a comparatively

M cost, distances ; in a time that formerly would have taken many

éays, while by the latter, messages may be sent from one end of the
~ country to the other, qmck as the flash of the lightning. Canals have
en dug, bndges built, and notlung has been spared to increase the
alth of the country In former times disorder reigned supreme, while
ngw - the land is in peace, and nobody dares to plunder the possessions
of his nexghbourp There is qmet trom the Himalayas to Cape Comorin,
%nd the Prince who da.red to attempt to seize the possessions of his
nelghbours, wou,ld be looked upon as a madman and treated a.ccordmgly.
BEducation is spreafhng in the land, schools and colleges rising in every
direction, while the students ma.y be counted by hundreds of thousands.
Those who first began *he educational movement could never have
dreamt to ‘what an extent it would have been carried in so short a time,
a,nd the results in a few years more will, we may be assured, be enor-
Under tJ;e present 7egime auy man who has passed one of the
prescribed examinations may take employment under Government, and
may rise to any post that his abilities fit him for, and in a few years
more, even the very jughest posts will be open to the N: atives of this

land.
: Agam,
the law, and the.

'm‘lde he present Govarnment all are equal in the eyes of
dmtmctlons that formerly existed have been made to




give way, being unsuited to the progressive chara &

to all appearancs, go on ti]] everything unim-

see improvements, and i By g
© most important kind, and in the

next generation the country will. ; ili

: > 1n all probabilit
appearance that if t:hOSB Who now live could gee it, t}féyp?SETc:'::::lc 8111
be able to recognise it. Waste lands are being brought under cuftiy

i, and new modes of agriculture are being brought into u
the land is producing more every year. se, and

been going on, that some are inclined to thin
at too rapid a rate, and that more rest ig
that too many laws have of late been brou
the land is over-legislated. Before one Ac
is set aside for another, and that again h

k that the country is going
required. It is quite clear
ght into existence, and that
t can be well understood, it

necessary.
But, as in everything that ig human
Government of Indis. In

taxed; and the ryots are Very poor, while th
Government leaves.

it will be too late.
But there is one class in India that has suffep

occupation of the country by the British '
—t
class, been treated with injustice g iy

ed severely from the
les. They have, as a

nd w o
text their lands have been taken fr:ll:lng:h:l;d o;nt:: slightest pre-
2 ery part of the

country has this been the case, . 3

mourn over the loss of their depmzn;:t:;':lm;;nfh;d men have to

taken from them, and in some cases a miserable. ma:u a}.lnds have been

out to them, while in others; they have receiVedl:loth i:e ::] been doled

been cast on the world to shift fop themselyes, 1n otgh at all, but lfave

has been given to the desinherited men aftey .years of ;:t(i::is;?j : httl;
t g an

So fast have improvements Ve b5

/

T’

i

Eiiwive S

|
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waiting. The East India Compaay often failed to keep fa.ith with the
Native chiefs of the land, and there is not a wors.e msta.a.nce in the w%xole
history of the country than the treatment .thnt the Rz?]ah, Ameer Sing,
of Tanjore, of the Bhonslay dynasty, received fa.t.thexr‘ h=.1nd§, and the
treatment that his descendants are now receiving. Injustice of the
sest kind has been done, and the different Governments that have
B to power have not cared to have matters rectified.
cOmBIm ;)rger to understand the case thoroughly, we must give a brief
;1 of the Mahratta rule in Tanjore. The founder of the Tanjore
o was Rajah Yacoojee, brother of the great Sevajee, the founder

i A genealogical sketch is here given of the

of the Mahrg]tta. Empire.
Tanjore famly- i sl o ok
Shajee.
I

Seevajee, the founder of the

o, the founder of the
Yakojeo, Mahratta Empire.

kingdom of Tanjore.

STiajee, 15t son. Surfojee, 2nd son. Tookojee 3rd son.
y

Bavasaheb, Ist son. Pretaup sing, 2nd son.

Tooljajee, Ist son Ameer Sing, 2nd son.

Rajahshree Pretaup Sirg
| \

Yakojee, adopted son.
l

Surfojee, adopted son.
I

Seevajee, last reigning prince.

Mahara) Mathoosri Bhavani Bayi Sahib

. the Memorialist, and widow of Yakojee.
1t is necessary to go back to the year 1765 when Prince Tooljajee
came to the throne of Tanjore upon the death of his father Prataup Sing.
He died in 1787, and then began a piece of injustice on the partjof the
East India Company than which nothing worse has happened in the
whole course of Indian History. On his death a question arose as to
the proper person t0 ascend the throne. There was the younger brother
of the late Rajah, named Ameer Sing, and‘ there was an adopted son,
and the dispute was thought of such great importance that the Governor
of Madras, Sir Archibald Campbell, went to Tanj?re t(.) see for himself,
and to settle the matter on the spot.  Along with him there was a
Committee  of Enquiry appointed, and a number of Pundits were also
alled in to answer questions put to them, whether the adopted son,
i o Ameer Sing, ought to ascend the throne. ~ After a careful
Suri?]ee: t(;r Governor was decidedly of opinion that the adoption of
gl::?;g; wa: irregular, and that Ameer Sing was the rightful heir to



the throne. But more than this,
Ameer Sing had been asked to
had declined to do so while he

during the life time of his elder brother,

rule in the Place of that brother, but

e Was alive, T, reason why the wish was
expressed was that Tooljajee wasg believed to haye lost his reason. T

ought here to be stateq that the adoption of Surfojee was contrary to
Hindu law in every Particular, Tp, following is from the proceedings
taken on the spot:—

“On the 3rd of April Sir Arch;

bald Campbell made every possible
enquiry into the rights of Amegr Si

g to the Succession ; as alsy into

ast India Company and the Rajah
» by which the former bound them.-

. reaty in question :—

“The Court of Directors of the East India Company having taken
into their serious consideratior the great ioh miy be
attained by improving the blessings of pe appily re-establich.
ed on.the Coast of Coromandel, in the
Tanjore, and considering the present hou
arranging by a just and equitable treaty
and protection of the Carna,tic, the Tanj
Circars, on a solid and lasting foundat;

ace, now L

fally impressed with the propriety and wi
has, for himself, his heirs and successor,
solid and permanent treaty with the  Ho
upon the principles and conditions hepe
quence whereof, it is stipulated and agreed, that due provis;
made for the Military Peace Establishment, and alsg ¢
ing the expense of war, in the event of wap breaking
country or in the Carnatic, or any part of the

certain contributions or Proportions of the reveny
parties, shall be united into one common stock, ¢
mutnal security and defence, and as it i8 necegg
of the said contributions, both for peace angd war, shonld be reposed ;
the United Company or their representatives, together with the direct
of the war, the command of the army, magazines of stores anq

8, adjusteq and
norable Fggt Indj
inafter mentioneq, in conge~

oast of Coromandel,
es of the Contracting

TS
pro-

A

5

i 1 power to occupy or dismantle 'such forts{ as bty tfie:n
e sary for the general security, the said con ;a:hef
e deeme‘; nzz(le:mn]y engage and agree for thet?]sel:es an
el h::eanil with each other, in manner following.
SUCCessors,

in him by the East India Company
e cqnﬁde“c“l’ glaestill'a;)?: l:ng1 he éontiuued to'have it for som(elz
i :S;e?:zfessed to have doubts about 1:11'51 gng};l;tv etob ::sce:}i :
b kable that he shou
:?:;)Srother. ¥ seeu;Zo‘:-e:z :}f:an :;rone in 1787, and 'then a fet‘v;;'1 Ze;::
i t’rll:ielf:a,l::swbeen found out that he hat.;d ﬁ]io:lg;l; ‘,ﬂ ‘l;u; av:. e
sl have no right at first s : '
o i Tanjore. Complaints
poctl ZERIE rson who ought to reign over jor L
pod 10,47 R = Sing in 1793, and then it was p y
l(::::u to By et a}:zut::l:;eili‘shedgto bring Surfojee fox:wa..rdt asgo;;laze;
seen thal 839 GERCSH g‘he Company first declared t‘helr in e. B
him on the t.hron; . successor of Ameer Sing, declaring thfzt i i
making Surfz%r:o:ntry quiet, and be the n;fa.nsb ?fci):;dzslii vging e
taid 4,500 Maharajah very naturally obje ] g
ol Bk i im in this way, and told this to the Gov
:Jl;:t{:"igﬁm taken .aWtZZ;:?mHh;?Highness seems to have be:r;;e;zasc;t:]t(i
ment in very plamt India Company and the Gr'overnmengs :h.s ::v ARG
spoken to th; f:s manfully stood up for his rights, and thi
Calcatta, aneat crime in their eyes. . |
e the Government was continunally tr.ymg to brmg
B I'ggab and in the latter year the crisis ca,me,l a.nI
charges against tge ose]d ;’the plea put forward was tha:t hethad1 :: Zi:s
Ameer Sing was dep It is very remarkable that it requlrfad wef Enyuiry
right to o throng-_r Archibald Campbell and the gommltt}?e.o ,m(é 24
e A 1ion that Ameer Sing was the l'lghtfl'ﬂ. eu'f, rilly
came to the conclu;ed with him had better opportun'ltles of judgi tg
s A t in Calcutta that recommended his dethronemend.
g Govemmenthat Ameer Sing was the rightful person to succi;al
- perfect.ly de&rl' jee, and that Surfojee was a usurper. But the
S N O % ov,vn purposes to serve when they dethroned foue
ey thel:her for they gained greatly there.by. Be ((;re
e a];nothro;xe he had entered into a treaty with tged . }:
oty euld resign the kingdom, and when he ascende -
vernment that he wo ty with the company by which h_e gave np-l
throne he made . t;eangs. He sold his birthright, and it is quite ;ear
R th.e i had been willing to do the same, he would 1;)?. .a.:ee
e Tt :vould have remained on the throne of_ ars](;l t
o dethrone:ii, }l:i:t descendants would have succeeded to his right.
all his life, an
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Thus the Governmeqg of the day set up and pulled down just when and
whom they pleased. When it pleaseq them to keep Ameer Sing on the
throne they kept him, ang when they thought they conld gain more? by
dethroning him, they did so. The question simply resolved itself into

a matter of Rupees,» The throne of Tanjore was transferred to another
line without the Jogs of a Rupee to th

not been taken into consideration,

There is arother Point that ought, 4, be mentioned. The treaties

~ that were made with his Highness Ameer Sing, in 1787 and 1792, were

made * fop himself, his hejrs and Suceessors,” byt the treaty that was
entered into between the Government and Surfo;

no reason why the throne of
branch of the family. But the Company win
be done, and they did it. To show the confid
Tanjore had in Ameer Sing, a portion of a let
he wrote. Mr. Blackburn, says:—

“Having written very fully to your vakeel, Trimbupk Sumbajee,
by every opportunity, and given him all the details relative to your
Excellency’s affairs in England, I have not thought it necessary to
trouble your Excellency with frequent letters, T cannot, however, re.
Fiin frota intruding upon your Excellency with 5 fex lines in conse-
quence of the intelligence I have received from your Vakeel’s letter of

dits of Bengal and Benares, contrary to every principle of law and
Justice, and unfavourable to that inherited righ
Excellency to the throne of your ancestors,
much concern, as it may be the cause of som
cellency’s mind ; but it has exited far more ;
I entreat your Excellency to be fully agsur
worthy and absurd, which violates a]] the es
as well as the express laws of the Hindus,
effect; the.stability of your Excellency’s Title,
inherent, right, formally established by the
A. Campbell, and fully acknowledged by t

t which entitles your
This decision has given me

ndignation than alarm, for
ed that a decision so un-
sential principles of justice,
will never be aliowed to
founded upon a natural and
wise and just decree of Sir
he Governments in India and

Wik b

i irm conviction that you stand apon a
ease and rest conltenfiafel;; k::ieh :,ecret artifices and open vx'oh.ances of
basie, imm.ovealie :s in Tanjore, at your Excellency’s R R
e vIiribald Campbell in translating the communications
ployed by 7 Ar‘;im and intimately acquainted with all that pa.ssed
i 1 .aﬂd the,refore, I can speak with precision and certainty,
upon the sub]ect,. ontinue my own exertions until your ‘I.Excellency
and will never'dlzccomplete trinmph over your enemies. Sir Charles
shall hav? obtal_ne rrival in England, has not, as far as I can lea,rn,.
Oakely, since his 2 ejudice your Excellency, and disclalms. all. 1dea,. of
taken any steps to pr.(lle for the succession of Surfojee, a point in which
doing more t,l.mn pr:;]nd himself completely disappointe.d.”

I trust, b; Wl]: ns:: Lord Clive, also wrote to Ameer Sing’s successor,
The Governor: il
aud the fOUOWing_ ]sdwv?;;hn‘:::;ldconcern the afflicting intelligence of
T have recelvf:ther the Rajah Ameer Sing, and 'offer you my
tho death of your ent ;0 distressing to the feelings of his fan:l!y. In
g 21]; e::'oncern, which T feel at a misfortunf? to W.mch.tlfe
assaring you of b 6vidence requires us to submit with reslgfxa,tlon, ft' is
dispensation s Proo add that the event will be attended with no dimi-
E———T f'r of those comforts which yourself and .the rest of
nution of rBSPec,t: (f)amﬂy have enjoyed under the prote.ctlon of the
o rd snt and for this purpose I have transmitted to the
Ryitich Gojernnl'e e, instructions to provide for the regular payment
Mdenzagzzfl;f the sums hitherto alloted for the expense of the
without de

late R:jarl;,’l’l owing is what the East Indian Company wrote to the
The fo

Rajah:— TR at heart: than the prosperity of
; “Phere is n;fh:,l(i :eaizv:hl:z:intaining your Excellency in the
the ki"gdoz_n (,)f ha. OJoun’bry. These are the foundation of all our orders
Government of t ‘; in Madras; your Excellency may therefore rest per-
Re Govergm:)zihe inviolable friendship of the Fast India Company.”
fectly assure th of His Highness, Ameer Sing, his son Rajah Pretaub
e ded him, and during his life-time the money, namely
AES S siee . 3 8 wa; granted to him, and it wag believed that this
25,000 Star Pago‘ a.ted to his successor, his adopted son, His Excel-
gam would be gr;n oojee. But on the death of Pretaub Sing in 1849
lency Ragistree : :cwa,s left without any allowances, whatever, and it
Ra,gistree‘ Ya.cooi)e r 1872 that a pittance of Rs. 1000 per mensem was
was only in (?oto ethe Supreme Government through the exertions of
granted to him by nt. The treatment that he has received since the
o (}-ovemm;ve .fat'her has been of the harshest kind. From 1849
g+ Ofbhls :‘8‘1;2}’ he did not roceive a Rupee from the Government of
till October

o i

" g R R e R DL U T
SR N 1 ol il R b )
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this country, although that Government had been drawing,
time, vast sums of money from the district over which his ancestors
ruled and to the throne of which he is the rightfal heir. He inherits
the right of Ameer Sing who was unjustly deposed in 1799, and if
right, and not might, had been the order of t
tead of a paltry thousand being his sole ine
receiving the whole revenues of Tanjore.

during the -

he day in past times ins-
ome, he would now be

It is well known that Tanjore is one of the most fruitful districts
in the whole of India, the most fruitfal in the Madras Presidency. It
is a land of rivers and streams, and every piece of landis cultivated
and bears great abundance. Twice in the course of the year does this
fertile tract of land produce grain that supports a dense population,
and that yields a large revenue to Government, So numerous are they, -
the villages, that in some parts they almost join each other, and the
houses are more substatially built than in any other part of the Madras
Presidency. Where in other parts people travel by railway in tens, in
Tanjore they travel by hundreds, or it may be said, by thousands, Ig
it right, is it just, that in such a fruitful land, the descendant of former
kings should be left in poverty and destitution ?  There are villages in
this district, the rent of one of which would be sufficient to support this
nobleman in question in comfort, if not in affluence. Surely one might
be given to him and it would be very little to grant, after dispossessing
his family of their lawful rights,—the whole of Tanjore. The Bast
India Comapany have passed away and a more merciful rule has now
been established in the country, and it is very hard that a descendant
of the old rulers should not share in the benefits that others may derive
- from the new order of things. The Queen’s Proclamation told the whole
country that the chiefs wonld be protected in their rights, and how
has this been fulfilled in the case of this nobleman of Tanjore ? In the
way we have described. He surely ought to receive the grant that his
grandfather received, and it would be only common jnstice to give it
to him. ' T Y e

It is painful to see the dwelling of this nobleman, for in many
parts it is in a dilapidated state, and he has no means wherewith to pe-
pair it. Then there are faithful followers to be supported, many of
whom might have been in good circumstances if they had not followed
him whom they knew to be their rightful ruler. Many relatives too
have to be supported, and the small sum of money granted is entirely
insufficient, for the purpose. For the sake of right, and for the sake of
kindness, the prayer of this nobleman, the descendant of a once rich
and proud house should be listened to, and his request granted. He
has been kept out of his rights too long already, and no further delay
ought to be made in giving them back to him.

——
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@The Governor of
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FURTHER PAPEBS\{_ ; THBOVSH THE GOVERNMENT AGENT, TANJORE,

; The humble Memorial of Mahraj Mathoosri

! Bhawani Boi Sahib, dowager of the late

‘ Rajah Sree Yekojee, Prince of Madhiar-

[ junam=Tanjore and grand-son by adop-
tion of His Highness King Ameersing
Maharajah of Tanjore:—

May it please your Excellency,

In continuation of the humble memorial for an increase in my stipend

G.0. No. Depart ment. : Date.

ek

ot

tod March 1898 already submitted for the merciful consideration of Your FL

3 ‘}1313 Slancy’s @ overnment, I respectfully beg to attach hereto a true and faithful E
4 EO6 ¢ the accounts of my palace showing succinctly the income and [l
abstract O 2

uring the past year 1897. The figures speak for themselves and
Jear the hopelessly difficult and painful condition in which I am placed
bo the utter inadequacy of my income from all heads to meet the heavy charges in-
- y 4 every year- I earnestly beg to assure your Excellency’s noble Government
s ot one of these items can be dispensed with, without loss of dignity and time-
e nreid customs which would be “Move- than death itself that the expenditure
hogou each head is kept down to the lowest minimum possible and that it cannot ab-
z un (2;1 be reduced any further in any manner. Your Excellancy’s merciful heart
k] solutely sily conceive the dismay and anxiety caused to a delicate female like me
co.“ld e?hing put my illustrious and Royal ancestry to support me, to see year after
with 10 . oreasing deficit in my finances which can be met only by borro%ving from
ear an lnne Jenders a thing which fills me with sorrow even when I think of it.
honest m(ol ymentionel even many of my few jewels have been sold away to clear
As hah(‘;a{) t—: poth in my time and in the time of my lamented husband, Prince
sue
Yekoji.
9 1t is needless for me to encroach too much upon Your Excellency’s precious
mome;lts' I beg to appeal to the merciful Government which so faithfully reflects L
~ and represents the gracious and merciful Empress under whose benign sway so |
: many Nations rejoice to save and help a poor relic of fallen Royalty from an Y
extremely painful position and from want, especially in this famine of dire distress.

; expenditure d
4_' ; render quite C

e T

L PR L

And, as in duty bound, shall ever pray-
For Your longevity and prosperity,
Your Excellency’s humble Memorialist,

14" &/”;’{ 189%. 2

MADHIARJUNAM
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__ 1898,

Facis ‘ ’X‘

. Mahraj Mathoosri Bhawani Boi Sahib,
;zll‘:lager of the late Rajah Sree Yekojee, Prince
Zdop aﬁt(l:m;}un;m-ﬂ'aﬁore and grand-son by
) s Highness Ki .
Maharajah of Tanjofe:—ss A

To
The Right Honourable
The Governor of
Fort 8t. George in Council.
Dated,
Despatehed, April 1898. ot
Recetved, j ' '_;f

No.

ENcrLosure.

Submitting the abstract of the accounts of
the Palace of Madhiarjunam or Tiruvida-
marudur—Tanjore District.

/g o STV 628

TANJORE, COLLECTOR’S OFFICE,

A Caxe, g,,u/ _& a 15620

‘ S S gt tua Jesp
TFrox .‘/ 4‘ g5
: %/ *  Esquirg,

TANJORE,

{ :
R
L

No.

To
W SECRETARY T0 G )VERNMENT,
7£ R S DEPARTMENT,
MADRAS,
Sir,
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