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PERALAM-KARIKAL RAILWAY.

Note by the Consulling Engineer for Railways, Madras.

On the 9th December 1897, His Excellency the Governor of Madras received
the following telegram from IIis Excellency the Governor of French Settlements in
India, Pondjcherry :— .

“ J’ai ’honneur d’informer votre excellence que j’ai nommé commission pour
inspecter et recevoir travaux terminés Peralam-Karikal Railway. Si votre excel-
lence estime comme moi présence d’un ingénieur de votre Gouvernement utile opéra-
tion commission, je vous prie vouloir bien déléguer ingénieur pour cet objet. Je
prie votre excellence .télégrap.hire sa .déeision et m’'infermer sj l’ing_e’nieur délégué
pourra se trouver lundi prochain & Karikal pour commencement inspection.”

2. In reply, His Excellency the Governor of Madras sent the following telegram to
His Excellency the Governor of French Settlements in India, dated 10th December.

] have received your Excellency’s telegram of yesterday, and in pursuance of
your Excellency’s suggestion, I have nominated Mr. Spring, the Railway Secretary to
the Madras Government, to meet the commission appointed by your Excellency at the
appointed time and place.”

3. On arrival at Peralam on the morning of Monday the 13th in company with
Mr. Spalding, the Chief Engincer of the South Indian Railway Company, by whom
the Peralam-K=rikal Railway has been made, I was met by three French officials—
M. Cussy, M. Viscardi and M. deClosets, and the inspection was proceeded with
forthwith. Mr. Dallas, the Executive Engineer of the South Indian Railway, by
whom under Mr. Spalding this line had been constructed, was also present.

4. 1t soon became evident that, although the state of the road was such that, if it
had been a British railway, I would without hesitation have permitted it to be opened
for traffic, yet a considerable quantity of work still remains to be done, chiefly station
buildings, before the line is fit to be considered as a completed work. It would, in
my opinion, only lead to complication if any pretence or any beginning were made
just yet to make over any part of the line or any of the works of the line to the
Trench Government as completed works.

5. But nevertheless, although much remains yet to be done, I see no objection
whatever to the South Indian Railway Company being permitted to commence a service
of trains over the open line from the lst January 1898, if by that time a few things
which I shall indicate as being necessary for the public safety shall have been completed.
The commencement of running will undoubtedly be of some convenience both to the
French authorities and to the South Indian Railway Company, and there is no reason
why it should coincide in date with the formal completion and handing over of the
works of the railway.

6. My suggestion is that, if the French authorities concur in the view which
have expressed above, the Government of India be asked by the Government of
Madras to authorize the South Indian Railway Company to run their trains, with the
permission of the French Government, over the Peralam-Karikal Railway at a
maximum speed of 15 miles per hour, for passengers and goods, on and from the 1st
January 1898. This, if agreed to, will meet all the requirements of the moment. and
this provisional running had better, perhaps, remain in force pending the eompfetiOn
of the agreement which is now the subject of correspondence between the French
authorities and the South Indian Railway Company.
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7. T now pass on to the question of accounting to the French Government for the
cost of the completed works and the preparation of an estimate of the cost of the
works which remain incomplete.

8. In my opinion it would be advisable that the South Indian Railw
should endeavour to entirely complete all capital works before the 91}31&:)1: ltfyaxg:(l)lml%agléi
If on that date all the works shall have been completed which were originall or
subsequently contempleted as being necessary, and which have from time to time %’een
accepted as being necessary by the French authorities, it will only remain for fhe
South Indian Railway to prepare and submit to the French authorities a statement
showing capital expenditure incurred, work by work, countersigned by the Govern
ment Examiner of Accounts. Then the finished works might be taken over, work b :
work, by the French Engineers from the Company’s Engineers : any mat’sers ab T;
which [they might fail to agree being referred for decision to M’. le Chef de Se un
du Controle and the Consulting Engineer for Railways, Madras. REP

9. Butif on the date referred to (31stMarch 1898)any wor
agreed to by both parties as being necessary should étillyremfi?l’ (l)g(a(;g plzzzs ?ﬁ Woorkl?f
be the duty of the South Indian Railway Company to submit a list c%)f su:*h W l]l(
with a statement showing the estimated outlay on ‘each of them still to be i ki ;’
countersigned by the Consulting Engineer for Railways and b{ “the Gfovncurre L
Examiner of Accounts. It would be best that capital funds for the purpose of ernnt].en
the expenditure contemplated in this * completion schedule ** should f]?e,; be G Il'ng
by the French authorities. T am informed by the South Indian Railway g :}lllpp fos
that they expect considerable savings on the “estimate which was originall ua orme;
by the French authorities, so that there will probably be no difﬁeultygaboujtf f pp(;ox}e
the ‘“ completion schedule,” if such a schedule is after three months found nec‘clx:sasrvor

10. It is unnecessary that I should go further into detail : :
all the substructure of the line up to raﬁ level has been pragli?:gﬁ; Z?Inth&ft’efiltho;g'h
safe for a speed of 15 miles per hour, a good deal still remains to he dg)ne 0 at';ﬁ i
buildings, roofs, platforms, goods sheds, &c., &e. But there is nothing that ey
done, with ease, by the end of March next. g Hiat caunot be

11. The principal things that require rectification or completi
consider the line to be fit for opening are the following : — plotion -befors, I.can

a) West home signal at Ambagaratur station requires s :
gb; West signal at Tirnalar is r?ot wired yet. T%is shoSF&ebZt§on;éon'
(¢) Some of the platform stones are badly out of line at al] stations,
Before I can say that it will be safe to open for traffic, I must haye e
from the Company that the above small requirements have heen attended to i o

12. The principal things which I recommend that the Compan : {
ion to completing the unfinished works, are the following : — peny should do, in addi-

d) At present all girders lie loose on their bed stones, is is quite w
They m(us)t eithgr be fastened down, or else the masonry must he S(:r ;1;:&5"231:;; -: rong.
an inch or two of movement, in any direction, of the girders op their beds dh lolnl ’
possible. ; . oo : : 8, shall be

¢) Bullast walls are all so far away from the ends of the o :
packing( 31‘ the sleeper on the bank next the girder is vimpossible. gl{%‘;gsst‘ﬁl:tlgﬂ;meﬂt
right in the way1 I %Oililft%d 011(11: to ]&Er Sﬁalding. uld be set

The level of bank outside the temporary sand hal] :

to be bxgc{:x)ght up to one foot below rail level. A ast ought, in all cases,

(9) The silty sand ballast ought to be prevented from bein
being covered with at least a skin of something heavier, by preferen

(h) The stations are badly in want of approach roads,
business until these are supplied by the French Government.

(?) A topping of gr?ive(sil oixght to be put on all platforms.

7) There is a good deal of poor sort of construction in .
stationsf )mean hinges and fastenings, and roofs out of line and ofxl;eo?zl};zr vg)rk 'Of
notice was taken of these details of building by the French gentlemen hPOclal
me; and the South Indian Railway authorities would be well advised to who met
minor matters right. set these

g blown away by
Cé moorum grave],
They will do little

& g ——— . S
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(£) The river bank at the last abutment of the three spans of 25 feet must be
revetted, and as the French anthorities are particular about the revetment being in
mortar, this should be seen to. A strong railing is needed at the edge of the road
above this revetment.

(7) The level-crossing gates, which close across a main road at the Porear station,
ought to have lamps to show “shut ” or *‘ open.”

(m) I do not like the dangerous pits in the platforms where the signal levers
are now located. They should be fenced off safely:

13. Besides the work on the 14} mile of railway which is being paid for by
the French Government, and the greater part of which is in French territory, there
are certain new works at Peralam junction which that Government have also agreed to
pay for. These consist, I believe, of the following: well, pump, tank, ashpit, water
column, coal stage, turntable, and the sidings which lie east of the common platform.
These are finished or practically finished.

14. Certain works at Peralam junction are, in accordance with the usual practice
at junctions, to be treated as joint works. These are, I understand, the common plat-
forms, the waiting shed, latrine, station offices, goods godowns, and goods sidings.

15. At Peralam I had the honour, in company with Mr. Spalding and Mr. Dallas,
of an interview with Monsieur Roubail, the Chef de Service du Contréle, to whom I
explained about the state of the road and the conditions under which I thought it would
be safe to openit. I alsomade the above suggestion about the cpmpletxon of the work,
the closure of the current capital account, and the preparation of a “completion
gchedule.” Monsieur Roubail will doubtless have communicated with Pondicherl"y on
the subject, and I would now recommend that a copy of 'ghls memor:_mdum be furnished
by this Government to the French Government autk}orltle§ at Pondlc_herry, and that if
His Excellency the Governor of French Settlements in India concurs in the suggestions
herein contained, the permission of the Government of India to the South.Indian
Railway Company’s provisionally undertaking the working of the line be obtained by
telegraph, in order to secure the convenience of commencing the working of the
Peralam-Karikal Railway on the 1st day of the Railway business half-year, 1st

January 1898.
F. J. E. SPRING,

14th December 1897. Consulting Engincer for Railways, Madras.
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TO,

His Exéellehev the Governor
.of the French Settlements

i ITndig,

Your Excellency,

In continuetion of my telegram
of the 10th December 1897, I have
the honour to enclose for the infor-"
mation of your Excellency & copy of
a report on the Perzlam-Karikal Rail-
vay by the Consulting Engineer for

Reilways with this Government.

Da Your Excellency will see that
the Congulting Engineer has reported
thet vhen certein minor matters,

specified in pars 11 of the Revort,

“ehall have been attended to,tae line
will be fit for onening,vrovisional-
1y, at & speed not exceeding 15 miles

per hour.

18 Mr. Spring is of opinion that

=3
SRS )

no cemplication need be ¢ ed by

opening the Reilway Tror traeffig be-

fore the completion of png,v in

all their deteil. He is alé%’%ﬁﬂopi_
/

nion that it will be best that no i)

formal hending over of any of the

works to yourjpfxcellency’s Officers

should t@é%’plécéh¥ til tae 3lst of
March™l898. It'is-howed that by that
date all works wili have been gquite

completed and‘that a8

tatement of
their Capitel cost, verified by the

Fxeaminer of Accoints to my Govern-—

P S T e %]
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ment,may be aVailable:

4. But if on that date any woriks
should still remein 1ncompiete, a
scnedule orf such works and of their
estimated cost will nave to be pre-
pared by the Souta Indian Railway
Company, znd, after verification by
tnhe Consulting Enginéer and my Audit
Officers, to be handed to your Excel-

lency’s Officers.

ch If vour Excellency agrees with

me that tanere is no objection to ac-
certing the opinion zbove referred
to, and to permitting the South In-
dian Reilway Compveny, to commence
thne running of treing on the 1st of
denuery 1898, I shall be glad. of a
revnly by telegraﬁ, g0 that suffici-

ent time may be lef't for the

of the necegsgary orders to tane South

Indian Railway Company.
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