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Hiv Arthor Habelock,
the Gobernor in Qﬂcnm’xl
" YMladras.

The humble Petition of KATHI NARAYANASAWMI
Raga, residing at Karuppatti, a village near
Sholavandan, Madura District.

My Lorp,

I am the grandson (by daughter) of one Nagama Naidu Raja step-
brother of His late Majesty Vikrama Simhala Maharajah, last Gentu King of
Kandy, Ceylon; was drawing a monthly pension from the Ceylon Government as

one belonging to the Royal family of Kandy; and was in very good circum-

stances.
2

9. About the year 1873 the Ceylon Government compelled the Kandian
Pensioners to receive in a lump commutation money equal to ten years’ pay pub
together and thus relinquish their claims to monthly payments; and I was one of
that unfortunate number. Soon after such disposal of these Pensioners followed
the terrible Famine, that raged in this Presidency in 1876, 123'77 and 1878 ; and the

lump sum melted away from our hands ; and we were all reduced to starvation

and beggary

3. During Your Excellency’s regime in Ceylon I sent a memorial on
97 —4—95 praying that the Government should assist me in the education of my
son and that I should be recommended to the Madras Government to employ me,
as a clerk on Rs. 15 at least, in the Registration Department, or as an Ameen in
the District Court, either in Madura or Tanjore District. And after your Ex-
cellency’s arrival here, again on 10—2—96 I had to address the same Government
through the Madras Government repeating the same prayers; which ended only

in the help given by that Government for the education of my son.

4. In June 1896 I received from Madura Collector’s Office a G. O. of the
Madras Government No. 919 dated 98—5—96, transferring my prayer for an
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appointment “ to the Inspector-General of Registration with the request that in the
special circumstances of the case he will consider the question of providing the
Peititioner, if fit for the work, with the post of a copyist in his Department.” And
again in the course of the same month I received from the District Registrar
Madura, an endoersement No. 3520 dated 13—6—96, informing me * that IDshoul(i
appear in person before the undersigned on the 24th Instant (June) for being

examined with referenee to my application to Government for a clerk’s post in this
Department.”

5. I appeared in person on the 24th June 1896, as directed, before the
Distriet Registrar, who examined me, gave me an application form to be filled up
and forwarded the filled-up one to the higher authorities, but nothing has been
heard of it afterwards up ’go date; and lnence the necessity to address these lines

to Your Excellency.

6. With reference to the abovesaid application T beg permission to bring
to Your Excellency’s notice that the work in the Registration Department chieﬂ:
consists of copying Tamil documents, that that Tamil 1 know to read and write weh
and can also copy an English paper though not able to compose in it él'i‘lillally
that many men of equal (if not inferior) calibre are vorking as 6opyists in t-hat:
Depa.rtment, and that, therefore, if employed as a copyist therein, I have no doubt
I will be fit for the work. |

’

7. In this connection I crave Your Excellency’s pardon to point out that
just as the Mohomedans of this Presidency are helped by Government in a thou-

sand ways, simply because they profess the- creed of the class that once ruled this
country, so I, as one belonging to the Royal family that ruled Ceylon before its oceu-
pation by the British, deserve equplly to be helped by this Government. Of course
this Government has been generous to us also and has employed some of my re-
lations in the Public Service in spite of their small education, for instance Thiaga
Simhala Raja and Sundararaja Raja both Sub-Registrars in Tanjore and this Dis-

trict respectively and so I beg that such a favour be shown to me also.

8.  So long ago as 1869 Lord Napier, a former Governor of Madras, who

knew very little of us except through some papers, placed before him so sym-

pathisingly of us says in his Minute,
that the Kandian Exiles and Pensioners are now the representatives of
misfortune, rather than of guilt, in our eyes and no doubt still more

80 in the eyes of the people of this country,

that the support, awarded to this unfortunate class of persons, is so in-

adequate to their natural wants as to leave them in actual distress,
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that the vietims of the past Revolutions of Ceylon ought not to exhibit
before the eyes of the people of India a picture of parsimony and

neglect on the part of the English authorities,

that they should be maintained in comfort and not only in the present
material comfort, but with some provisions for education and em-

ployment in order that their descendants may not be reduced to

unavoidable beggary.

9. But with Your Excellency the case is quite different. As Governor of
Ceylon Your Excellency had ample opportunities to know of our miseries and
wants and did alleviate them also to some extent, though far away from us in

Ceylon ; but, now, as Governor of Madras, Your Excellency is near us to see and

hear us in person and therefore I ventured to address these lines with the hope of

certain relief.

10. Being a man of a large family of seven souls (myself, wife, three un-
married daughters and two sons) with no means of livelihood, though highly con-

nected, I implore most earnestly Your Excellency will pity my hard case and as

prayed above employ me in this or Tanjore District either as,

(1) a Copyist on Rs. 15 in the Registration Department, or

(2) an Ameen in the District Court, or

(3) some Vernacular Clerk or Accountant on Rs. 15 in the Collector’s

or any other Office.

For which act of charity and benevolence,

I shall, as in duty bound, ever pray.
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