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Periyar Lake

Passing orders on the question of the navigation of the — by officers of the
ravancore (Government and'in regard to the land to be taken up outside of the

T
contour line and in the immediate vicinity of the lake. ’ {
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No. 230 1., 6rgt Marca 1897.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

Irrigation.

Resp—the following papers :—

W. HUGHES, Esq., Superintending Engineer, VI Circle, to the Chief
meEngineer for ,Irrig;tiou, dated i‘ri(:hiuopoly, 28th  August 1896,

No. 1078 M.D.

1 have the honour to offer my opinion on the matters referred to in G.0., No. 601 L.,
dated 23rd July 1896 (paragraph 3), and your memo. No. VI/33 P.R., dated 3rd
August 1896.

2. The lease grants the right of carrying out works only on the land included
within the 155 feet contour and such other land, limited to 100 acres, as may be
selected in the immediate vicinity for purposes connected with the execution or pre-
servation of the Irrigation works. It is not clear to me that the lease gives the right
to make or maintain the tunnel without taking up the land over it. A strip of land,
say, 20 yards wide, along the line of the tunnel should, certainly, form part of the 100
acres. Again, I think it altogether a mistake to restrict the land taken up at Periydr
and Thekkadi to the small patches containing the cemetery and the buildings. There
was no need to make the elephant trenches the boundaries. As things now are, we
cannot without trespass hut coolies, quarry stone or even dig earth for the vepair of
the bund at the left end of the dam. I think it must have been for such purposes as
these and not for the acquisition of forest that the clause empowering the Giovernment
to acquire 100 acres was entered in the lease. In my opinion Government should
acquire for the maintenance and preservation of the works (inclusive of land now in
possession)—

At Pervydr.—First, the whole of the hill on which the Periydr buildings stand.

. Second, the bed of the escape channel for 100 yards below the dam across if,
with a strip 20 yards in width of the hill at right flank of the escape, the latter

boundary being deflected so as to include the cemeteries.
Third, land within 100 yards of the main dam on all sides.
Fourth, land of necessary extent for stone quarrying in a convenient place.

The land in the first three items above will not amount to much, as the boundaries

itgteg overlap and also a portion is already included in the lake area below leve
50,

At Thekadi—First, about 15 acres around the bungalows and the head works °f_

the tunnel.
Second, a strip 20 yards in width along the line of the tunnel.
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All the land enumerated above will come to much less than 100 acres and it isa
question whether forest land should be selected to n_lake up the: balapce‘e.‘ Mr. Pears
assumes that all trees below the 155 feet level will die, but [ think this is a matter of
opinion. * The water will not stand much above 144 feet (the full lake level) except
occasionally and for short periods. I think Mr. Pears is probably wrong and that
trees of which the roots are rarely submerged sl.)ould survive. It would no doubt add
much to the expense of procuring firewood or timber 1if 1t has to be cut here and there
over a Jarge area. On the whole, I think the acquisition of forest is not necessary,

thOug,h it would be very convenient,
oaE *

——

From the Honourable J. D. REES, c.L.E., Acting Resident in Travancore and
Cochin, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated

Trivandrum, 6th November 1896, Ref. on C. No. 3294,

In G.O., No. 418 1., dated 13th May 1896, communicated with Political order,
R. No. 147 o’f the 16th idem, the Government requested the Resident to ascertain—

) whether the Travancore Sirkar would exempt from duty the surplus
inferior( tzmber and second-hand wrought timber which the Madras Public Works
Department subordinates at Periydr were permitted to sell ; ; ;

(b) whether the Sirkar had any objection to aliow none but its superior
officers to navigate the lake, and whether it would take steps to prevent trespass on

the area leased to Government ; and . i z
(¢) whether it had any objection to the selection of the 95 acres of land

demarcated by the late Superintendent of Works, No. 1 Periyér division, near Thek-
kadi, to make up the 100 acres in the immediate vicinity of the lake referred to in

the lease.

\

R. No. 269, dated 6th August 1896, point () was dropped by Government, while in
Mr. Thomson’s letter, Ref. on C. No. 1694, dated 9th June last, he dwelt upon the
Question raised in point (5) on a previous reference from the Travancore Durbar.

he Dewan has again addressed me on this subject pointing out the serious incon-
Venience caused to the Durbar by the prohibition against Travancore subordinate
officials navigating the lake. Copy of his letter (No. R. 1060, dated 23rd September
1896), with its enclosure, is herewith submitted for the early orders of Government.
I think that the Sirkar cannot fairly be asked to forego navigation of the lake by its
officials. Of its readiness to comply with all reasonable requisitions, it has in this and
1n other cases given ample proof. I have lately visited the Periydr lake and therefore
understand, from navigating it and from some knowledge acquired of the surrounding
Country, that a considerable tract, perhaps 20 square miles, of the Cardamom Hills will
be cut off from all communication. The objection taken really relates to the passage

the tunnel. But an arrangement might be made that timber should be sent down in
concert with the British subordinate in charge, or the entrance to the eanal might
perhaps be protected. However this may be, and I do not presume to express an
opinion, it is clear thut the Sirkar cannot properly be cut off by the lake from part of
its territories, and then be forbidden to use it as a means of access. The lake winds
in and out among the hills for many miles.

- 8. As regards point (e)," I have the honour to report, for the information of
Government, that His Highness the Maharaja has expressed his willingness to include
in the lease the 95 acres of land demarcated by the late Superintendent of Works, near
Thekkadi, in._ addition to the 5 acres already taken up. The Conservator of Forests,
Travancore, has been requested by the Sirkar to hand over the land to the British
subordinates on the spot. In his letter on the subject, copy of which is also enclosed,

2. In G.0., No. 601 I, dated 23rd July last, communicated with Political order, |

of timber down the lake which may block the canal, and works near the mouth of °
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gﬁ Eswafldr?ls‘fh_t‘h? question whether an acreage rent of Rs, 500 per annum should
AR I;ﬁ; ; Ol't 18 l'and. Under the lease a payment of Rs. 40,000 covers the area
il T fgll‘l thllizslnes up to a maximum of 8,000 acres, any acreage in excess having
theseI;OO L nor'h anI acre. There is no separate stipulation as to puvment for
this bohalf, ¢ the Re. 40,000 was intend disposal showing what was intended iB
eyt ef s. 40,600 was intended to cover the concession, the inference
prt of i ot ((:);zs(i,o:ny Expgess stipulation as to 100 acres would be, that it was &
ssion, and obnoxious to no payment. On pointing this'
o1 as N » ) . this out to the
i Inithlad thel ORISR B bl Wi ultimo, exprossed his willing:
> : . is nevertheless advisable, T think i be
laid before Government, for the construction of deeds is often al:::zl\tia‘tllttf goﬂg’tum

Excrosures.

TFrom M.R.Ry. SHUNGRASOOBYER Avergal, Dew ; o :
in Travancore and Cochin, dated Trivagdfum?zg:doé;;z:nage?i%&)tg tl\l}z B&’l’i%h(;g{ e

Adverting to my letter, No. R. 605, dated 6th Jun
of a letter, D_To. 761, dated {ith ix}stant, from the Acting Su;e}:islﬁelmlil:x :23 II]&:OPI; g
Hills, pointing out the serious ineonvenience caused %y the prohibition againstgll‘s n}te' s
navigating the Periydr lake. I shall be obliged by your kindly making earl Inm o e
at least a limited portion of the lake being allowed to be used by the Trm');ncl::: %girzi(‘ali:safx‘:;

contractors.

From M.R.Ry. SHUNGRASOOBYER Avergal, Dewan of Travancore, to the Briti i
. N d . ’ s Bl B a
in Travancore and Coehin, dated Trivandrum, 20th October 1896, L\:T)o. 4039 1?;}.315;}{8‘:‘31%“

Tn reply to your letter, Ref. on C. No. 2928, dated the 2nd instant, T have the honour ¢
state that, as observed by you, there is in the agreement no express stipulation as to payment f -
the 100 acres outside the 155 contour line. But the rent of Rs, 40,000 reserved in thf‘)g 2 01;
is for the area within such contour line up to a maximum of 8,000 Ahice. B0 thire 52 grti‘pl;}en

rovision for the payment of an acreage rent of Rs. 5 an acre for the,e\—coss v Lq %6&5 400k

within the above line. It will also be noted that there is neither in the a reem { ot o
correspondence any reference to the 100 acres as being a free gift. I ‘rpqﬁ d m;; udk in S
;he area outside the contour line was meant to be paid for, wﬁeu 'it cageﬂt()n ;C\ : fal(i)reforo, thaft
: ﬁ);vfggr;l g‘ou tlfnilk (tlh_at in the absence of any express stipulation to the cont'ra);'vmth: tover.f Ioi
oo res of land in question §hould have no separate consideration either in th rﬁms crf ‘
p value or of land tax, His Highness’ Government would gladly withdraw tllﬁ ol e shape of & ¢

e claim.

From M.R.Ry. SHUNGRASOOBYER Av
. . r e < 1, D y v . wyt
Beidart it Srsxanconsi ot Sovking rg,;;ted ?l‘tiglgfh'ﬂra\an::oro. to the Acting British
3874/P. 296. m, 15th September 1896, No:

With ref g . oga
% oform ;gue:;iielg?syﬁli;}i?;::’tlng’ l\?{r;li.ri\jg' }2306}, dated the 18th ultimo, I have the honot®
British Gov 5 araja has been leased to s: ; '
execntion Zf?;:g;?ﬁégi IZ?dtshsc'l‘-‘de{\l 11‘»‘5]11}'1 Thekkadi nof oxvg;dizgsi‘:]"?rl(of:.l lt(}lli()j nlcclzzeft; the
e v the works. This inelude ; area :
of the British subordinates at Thekkadi and Periyar :ﬂést{llcl‘s?rﬁi &:ﬂiﬁg :lff-uplc-g‘b)« the ho
i 4 rroundings.

2. I trust the acreage rent 5 will be paid to this Go nt for these 1
: 8 of Rs. 5 per acre will be pai is Governm :
acres along with the rent for the area eovered by t}llel osigi(ulx;ll tlg:- (:Zm(' tve ks 1
cement,

3. I am asking the Conservato
sKing 8 r of Forests to h y
spot the lands demarcated Super 0 hand over to the British subordinates 0% fC
mentioned. ed by the Superintendent of Works, near ’l‘hekk::lli,ﬁtl:) {ﬂlzzwm 3
X .

End "
L:t t’,:rs:mcnt from the Political Department, dated 17th November 1896, No. 28808
r from the Government Solicitor, dated 11th J anuary 1897, No, 16 , |
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From F. A. NICHOLSON, Fsq., Acting Resident in Travancore and Cochin,
to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated Trivandrum,

15th January 1897, Ref. on C. No. 4038.

In continuation of my Ref. on C. No. 3294, dated 6th November 1896, I have the

honour to forward herewith copy of a further communication received from the Dewan

of Travancore, No. R. 1390, dated 19th ultimo, pointing out that much inconvenience

and loss to the Sirkar Dep6t at Coomily are caused by the prohibition against the
ncore officials and contractors. I request,

navigation of the Periyar lake by the Travanc ;
therefore, that Government will be pleased to 1ssue early orders on the subject.

.
{

—

ENCLOSURE.
From M v 0OBYER Avergal, Dewan of Travancore, to the British Resident
R.Ry. SHUNGRAS B 19th December 1896, No. K. 13¢0.

in Travancore and Cochin, dated Trivan

A : ted in the margin, I have the honour to inform yon that the

dverting to my dotters 24 Conservator of the Forests has again brought to
my notice that ml;(ill inconvenience and loss are
caused to the Coomily depét by the prohibition
B 198,y | Snd Novogithe o5 against the navigation of the Pexr-)iyér lake.
He statog that there are reserves of timber bc.ay.or_zd the lake which cannot be tapped, as the cost of
carting the materials round the lake is prohibitive. I shall feel obliged by your kindly making
early arrangements for at least a portion of the lake being allowed to be used by the T'ravancore

officials and contractors.

No. R. 605, dated 6th June 1896.
> R 1060, » 93rd September 1696.

pr—

Endorsement from the Political Department, dated 22nd January 1897, No. 165.

Orper—No. 230 1., dated 6th March 1897.

In his letter, No. 3294, dated 6th November 1896, the Acting Resident, Travan-
core and Cochin, replies to the three heads of enquiry made in G.O., No. 4181,

dated 13th May 1896.
9. Of these the first has been disposed of in G.O., No. 601 L, dated 23rd July

1896.
3. With rega
lake by officers of the Sirkar—the

prohibition against Travancore officials navig ]
Government resolves that, for the purpose of regulating traffic on the lake, the new

Navigation rules about to be issued as applicable to'the Chilk_a lake group will be
made applicable to_the Periyér lake and that, pending the issue of these rules,
navigation of the Periyar lake will be permitted on payment of the following fees
and subject to the condition that, for the present, timber or rafts must be excluded

from that part of the lake known as the watershed cutting :—

rd to the second head —that relating to the navigation of the Periy4r
Governmex_lt agrees with the Resident, and the
gating the lake, will be removed. The

Licenses. .
Apnual. Six weeks.
Rs. RS. A. P.

Rafts or timber Jis . 6 4 0 per 100 sq. ft.
Steamers it Lt 180 0 INg VG 00
Cargo boats . o A N o ! 0..3,..0

Passenger boats, 1st class ... .. 2.0 5 0} perton.
g 2nd ,, b Stk B2 SR
Registration fees.

Private boats i R i
1 0.3 .0

Pleasure boats s ¥ e )
4. As regards the land to be taken up outside of the contour line which forms

the subject of the third head of enquiry made in G.O., No. 4138 L, dated 13th May |

1996, the Government considers that the yearly rent of Rs. 40,000 covers all such

part of the 100.acres outside the contour line as may be required by Government tor

Mmywww‘

4




AN A SN A A A P A Ll 0 P AL AL bk A A et

6 No. 230 I, 6ta March 18‘;&7

A A i g et AL A e ittty T

i

% the execution and preservation of the irrigation works within the contour line and that,
: for this purpose, the land described by the Superintending Engineer, VI Circle, in his
I Jetter, No. 1078 M.D., dated 28th August 1896, isrequired, as well as such portion of
the forest demarcated by Mr. Pears as will make up 100 acres, that is, a block running

up the hill from the lake margin near where the watershed cutting joins the lake.

5. The Government observes that His Highness the Maharaja of Travancore has
expressed  his willingness to include in the lease the 95 acres of land demarcated by
the late Superintendent of Works and that the Conservator of Forests, Travancore, has
been requested by the Sirkar to hand over this land to the British subordinates on the
gpot.

6. The Superintending Engineer, VI Circle, has already been called on to submit
a map showing the boundaries of the land that it is proposed to take up, and on
receipt of which the Resident will be addressed with a view to the Travancore Sirkar
being asked to hand over the land.

y DATAD

- A ———————_——

(True Extract.)
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e ﬁjndei- Secretary to Government,
Irrigation Branch.

e

|38 7o 0, No

To the Resident in Travancore and Cochin, through the Political Department. - !
,,  Chief Engineer for Irrigation.

,  Superintending Engineer, VI Circle. ' .°’ Govemyupyr 3 30 A A A A A A‘ A

"% WITK DITTO.

! , : ) i

KOT PILED UP, BEING MEANT FOR DESTATCH
IN ORIGINAT«

N.B.=

A == Copy ia full,

B = Not to be copied
P = Oopy abstragt only.
Q == Copy heading only

Exd. T. K. Narayana Aiyangar.




	Image00018
	Image00019
	Image00020
	Image00021
	Image00022

