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No. 878, Pourricar, 1lTH JUNE 1896.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—again the following papers :—
G.0., No. 750, Political, dated 9th November 1893.

AspstrAct.—Recording Proceedings, Public Works Department, deputing Mr. Baker, Assist-
ant Engineer, to inspect the lagoons in Androth and other islands and report whether it would
be feasible to blast a passage into them.

G.0., Nos. 97, 98, Marine, dated 19th March 1894.

A pstrAcT.— Passing orders on the question of purchasing a steamer for the use of Govern-
ment officers proceeding on inspection duty.

—

G.0., No. 232, Political, dated 7th April 1894.

Anstract.—Recording Proceedings, Public Works Department, directing that Mr. Baker’s
deputation to the Laccadives be deferred till the next Government steamer visits the islands and
that in the meanwhile the requisite men and materials be collected.

Reap—also the following papers : —

Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue), No. 166, dated 12th
May 1896.

Read—the following papers :—

From J. HEWETSON, Esq., Acting Collector of Malabar, to the Secretary to
the Commissioners of Land Revenue, dated Manjéri, 24th March 1896
Dis. No. 33-IsL 4

I have the honour to submit my report on my recent visit to the Laccadive
Islands and Minicoy.

2. The pearl-fishery steamer Margarita arrived at Calicut on the 6th December
1895 and left on the 9th for Minicoy with the District Medical and Sanitary officer
and myself. As Mr. Baker failed to find the island, we returned to Calicut on the
13th for coal and water. Mr. Swann, Reserve Port officer, was sent to relieve
Mr. Baker, and the Margarita left again on the 21st for Kalpeni. The islands we
visited in the following order: Kalpeni, Kavarathi, Agathi, Kavarathi, Androik : e
Minicoy. On the second day of our stay at Kavarathi there was a ht’aav? ;;ve;ﬁ :gg
we went on to Agathi, where the steamer can enter the lagoon and returned again to
Kavarathi to finish the work there. From Androth the steamer returned to Cal%cut t
bring the District Medical and Sanitary officer and a Public Works Department arto
to blast t(l/]ehen‘rra?lce into the reef. After dropping the Public Works Departlinenst’;

arty at Calicut, the steamer proceeded to Minicoy and fin :
Fhe %rth February 1896. . g ally returned fo Cahcu.t on

3. Kalpeni.—Five days were spent on this island. The lan

by Messrs. Brodie and Underwood in 1880 and 1882 were inspiitggm;?g t(’}?ei(:,:};:
payohis anhonced from 85 thulams and 43 paloms to 301 thulams and 56 paloms
Five plots of lands were also inspected, on which reduction of rent was claimed an d
remissions, amounting to 6 thulams and 30 paloms, were granted. One fresh cowle
was given. Some lands converted into paddy flats had been assessed by the amin and
his assessments were confirmed. The three plots of land, alluded to by Mr. Dumergue
in paragraph 14 of his report and by Mr. Batten in paragraph 18 of .his report, were
inspected and found to have been fully planted up. o y
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rophet to destroy by fire. If an officer could have been sent inqui
gs news of the fire reached the mainland, something might haveol::ee:ntgxan(llgum}? e
As things were, I could come to no certain conclusion: none of the neighbours whe e
have been roused by the fire, would give any information ; they all said the d?dmmt
leave their house until the conch was blown. The amin was ordered to rg’-roof :11:) .
cutcherry before the monsoon bursts. >

24. The amin had fined a man Rs. 6 for adultery, which is not an off ‘
islands, and he had also convicted five men of escaping’g' from lawful cust(:)deyncél‘:;:slfh'e
not one of the offences he is empowered to try. Of the fines imposed Rs, 30 had n;ts;
been paid, but the money was brought to me and handed over to the amin.

4

25. In the civil register cases were pending from 1891. Nine case

pending ; three English petitions had belt)an refe{,;red to the amin by Mr. ]glfxfie]rsg?lle Y:ﬁe
amin sent them to the mainland for translation into Malayalam, but they had not i)eex‘:
returned to him. One was compromised before me, and others were pending for pro-
duction of records or because parties were absent. Two cases of 1892 and thirteeg of
1894 were pending, but none of 1893. I issued orders to the amin to give adjourn-
ments for fixed periods and to take up cases again at the expiry of the time given. At
present if :1}111. adJ_oué'nment 1is given to get copies from the mainland or some similar
reason, nothing 1s done unless and until the parties voluntarily a 4 :

filed in 1895, 13 are still pending. % St

26. The amin keeps a register of Muktiarnamas, of which he re istered 28 in 189
and 27 in 1895. In almost all cases before me one or both of the pgalrties appeared b§
agent,

_ 27. One register is kept for miscellaneous petitions and copy applications. Two
miscellaneous petitions relating to the registration of a marriage were pending. Of 83
copy applications, 72 had been complied and 11 were pending, 4 because paper had not
been produced, and 7 because the applicants had not taken delivery of the copies. The
amin asked permission to levy copying fees in advance, but this did not seem necessary,
as only one copy made in 1894 is still undelivered and most of those of 1895 still
undelivered were applied for at the end of the year.

28. In 1893, 97 births and 51 deaths were registered. Tn 1894, 57 birthe and
47 deaths were registered and in 1895, 60 births and 58 deaths were registered. As
the population of the island is 2,126, the registration of births appears tv be defective
and the gumastah was warned.

29. The gumastah gets Rs. 8 as schoolmaster, but owing to his illness the

had to be closed since June 1895, The allowance’ will be stfpped from July lstsc 1:11(1)3}
the school is re-opened, which was ordered to be done as soon as the inspecting party
left the island. Some of the islanders asked to be taught Hindustani, but the majority
agreed that there was no chance of a second language being learnt when they had not
sufficient energy to learn to read and write their own. The men excused themselves
for not sending their boys to school by the plea that they were poor and that the
boys had to earn their own living from a very early age.

30. The boat entrance to the lagoon is at the north-east ; the amin said that if a
few roc!(s were blasted away, a steamer of the Margarita draught could enter and
anchor in 9 feet of water. Boundings might be taken on the next visit to verify this
statement. ;

31. Half a pound of casuarina seed was given to the amin by Mr. Batten, but the
seed and the young plants were eaten by ants and rats, Another attempt should be
made,

32. Though there were no complaints against the amin, a petition si
persons including most of the karanadars con%;lained that the amI;ns we a;;gogi(tiegyhgi
no education or belonged to some big tarwad, and hence gave unjust decisions - that
the Inspecting officer coming once in two years and able to stay ounly a week was
in a great hurry and sometimes failed to understand their petitions and that, in an
case, there was great delay in disposing of their appeals. They comPare’d thei{"

T
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iti i nara islanders who were said to have educated officers
co?idltlmxz; vv()l:hs;g:lt'v(i)iiotrlll.e C';h:y also brought up the usual grievance in connection
i hptfl Zlonopoly but agreed that they preferred it to the alternative of free trade
WIfl t:ee tax Tiley also complained that their coir was spoilt in the Calicut Custom
al{-}i 5 as the wind blew sand in, through the walls of the godown which are only of
;)) G%’oo and that they had to pay Rs. 3 a maund for salt. I pomtefi out thatin 1880
t}?:l were informed they could buy salt duty free but they said they f%lﬂ% noltt:;
affoy;d to buy elsewhere than at Calicut. All these general questions Will be dea
with in my report on the future administration of the island.

__Fleven days were spent on this island. The sixteen plots of cowle
land igf.eri:gr&f’in }iragraphy7 of Mg. Batten’s report were inspected and the rent
raised on four plots by three thulams. Omn one ploF a further ret_iu(_znon of 6 thu_larps,
90 paloms had to be granted. There were 64 petitions for remission, and remission
;mguntino to 116 thulams and 2 paloms were granted. Remission was refused where
no plantir?g had been done. One fresh cowle was granted.

re 34 criminal cases, of which the amin had disposed of 24.
e e 3n as pending from the year 1891. In one of these the
had been reserved for the officer visiting the islands;
becaunse no evidence was forthcoming. 18 7g'sw.'e_ 1orders
i f these cases to be struck off the file. There were 87 civil cases
;v;h;%%; ng? 'lv?';lxi:;llloztlowere pending. Sixty cases o_f previous years were also gendlug,
but this’was a large reduction on the nu_mber pending at the ,begmnmg of 1895. The
large number of pendiug cases was ascribed to the gumastah’s absence from the island
for fifteen months in 1894 and 1895 and to the outbreak of cholera at the beginning
of 1894. The amin was given orders which 1 hope will ensure quicker disposal of
work in future. He is still young and a little afraid of trying important cases.

¢ trv two cross-rioting cases which arose out of a civil dispute.

Mr gim}arélgg ;z().)sseg orders in Jan_u:_i%y 1891, but the orders were suspended by

Mr. Bradley in 1893, pending the visit of another officer to the islands. The sus-

en.sion order was not understood and led to the parties taking thq law into their own

ﬁands I acquitted one party on the ground that they acted in self-defence and
impos;ad fines in the other case amounting to Rs. 50.

36. There were 93 petitions for disposal, many of them were claims for remission.
Some of the petitions had to be left pending, owing to the absence of one or other of
the parties and some petty cases were referred to the amin for disposal. In one case
the following list of the customary services due by a tenant to his landlord was agreed

to by both paities:—
(1) to sail in the landlord’s big odam,
£ il in the small odam for hshmg_, .
3) to serve in the landlord’s house at festivals,
(4) to thatch the big odam shed,
(5) to thateh the landlord’s house, .
| (6) to paint the odam and put fish oil on it.

There were no other petitions of general interest.

37. T had a census taken on this island because of the cholera epidemic in 1894.
I 189i the population was 3,320 and by my census it is only 2,259 or a decrease of
]:Dcil The registration of births and deaths has been as follows between the two

Fourteen cases were also show
accused was dead and otheys
gome were shown as pending,

pengupey sre Births. Deaths.
oo gias 134 189

}SS% T Bl e T TR R RS SRR ey e R4
R 75 100

I894 LUt o s S S S LR RS R S 57 1,009

i§95 76 39

Total ... 390 1,421
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This gives a decrease of 1,0 -
there may have been a small im;n?glr’agil’l all the deaths have not

deaths from cholera prinei i
: principall
Sanitary Officer went to thg isslrarlxg "I: .

o -

) been registered
from the mainland. There were %ver 1,085

uary 1894. As the District Medical and

mak Mg
necessary, I hope, for me to dwell on the ma?tezn enquiry into the matter, it is not-

38. The attempt t
other islands. £

3¢, The spinning j
g Jenny sent to the i i
used by the owners of large od ¢ island is not used f i i
a : or mak i
Nkl inktoniad v%ill DOI::t:;:d T}fén:g cables out of coir rope:lg ((i((’)li:.’ but :;

% 3 : t 3
e Lonn f.or making coir and I will makr: lgriqu{riheear that a smaller machine is
40. The mas boat built by the amin is not used mergte. L

bait cannot be found at And 84 &h
it . roth.. 17 ; ) e small fish i
Mipos Aucn whoiiw Yeidonu h rﬁlgleliamm proposes to sell the boat r&)qutlhrgdlft);

41. The leaf disease is no
e frotn-armgmNTs g 1k co:dific(’)lxllt:med to a very small part of the island and

Mr. Dumergue’s visi 2 There has bee : g
gue’s visit, I took specimen from the atfectedntrgzse atz ;?[Eir?eg elm o
o Calcutta.

42. One of the clerks who -
None of th g e WSTpuTIed T hErbitad °f i
whom 9 Pazsé); rtly\b:sev;bmid_“_stam. In the 1st Slass 22hgoscsho?1 1 e
Daneod S wote ; Sl ISZI;vé llg tl;;e §econd class, 11 were ezamv;:i:?i ex}a mu}lfd’ Oé
! . S. o Qr w
F cuth sl i yeigfinet that 36y &okih nmmlgl;zE:a Rs. 2 to each of the ,two beStOLnoYs

43. A Public Works Department BTt

thio- Ghbkarntd o the hatbui b pjikins ].)arty went to this island to try and improve
{e]

The tool . ; they widened th
dysarz?tz g:ggu}gsi g i nlqitel?n%le them to work in more tﬁa:ntt;lancefabout LD Lo
T S eryh 1ttie impression on coral, because of it rlee oel o LVBIRE, S0
il Iroug which the force of the explosive esc;pisoose o
s b'rouéﬁcgi tﬁ?:%g;ggur iiays were spent on this island. 'There ar
i aiil: Lo 1886 v 0- n 1894 there were seven criminal dases ﬁ\;ery fehw
Thevelwibd:cighi:cinil ca:ses izelcéfg fa(c)lt} v};g?;hwfas pending at the time of inoyrevi:i:
: ) our i i Y
of t}lﬁ parties. In 1895 there were only two cases, g:;:hp?fld:v%gic%w;g eg 2 ?e absence
registers are not well kept, but better than at the time of the last visii;pen g glion

45. There were 21 petitions for my di i
were disposed of except where the partieg W:;Iéozgls,e;?eral by Aot g rgi e

46. The registration of births and deaths 1
registered are as follows for a population of ;7;01:5: ot propely; done,;; Lhe Hgurs

grow casuari
rina trees has been a failure on this as on the

LY TR R i T e Births.  Deaths.
1895 e i R e R M 57 o4

47. From May to December 1895 the amin had "
from pandaram lands. Of course, it wassaid that thzn;iaﬁogﬁgtﬁdb:’f g (‘)3 : fi)ocoanuts
has been a large falling off ever since the present amin took office. T g’d ut there
being collecteq frorq trees in the Big South Pandaram—5&8 men are ara oddy 1s now
trees each .Whlch .Wlu give a revenue of Rs. 181-4-0. The amin has Wlllng from 50
men to build a village in the South Pandaram ; this was not sanetiona doweg these
afraid is dangerous to the Government cocoanut revenue, though it wili te R b
relieve the overcrowding in the present village-site. } g , to some extent,

48. 1 was agreeably surprised at the conditi :

They seemed to be well nourished and clothed ; a]lo‘;luto ftv:ngliizr; ;nrethf bs elt.tlement,
by ;lhell’ relations, and these two are fed by the other islanders out of cha 'te ool
;)}t] t ‘elle[()lers seemed quite willing to go to Cochin for treatment, but thrl y. Some
he islan yessels would refuse to take them, and therefore Goverm’ne t e owners of
1(1)1ake special arrangements for their removal. The District Medi:al Wol(llldqhaYe to
Officer will, I presume, make a more detailed report on this subject Ia;] g

it is necessary to feed or clothe the lepers from island fund bdt it e
tLing to build better huts than they have at present. 3 it would be a good
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49. In paragraph 17 of Board’s Proceedings, No. 487, dated 24th August 1893,
T was ordered to reporton the effect of the removal of restriction on trade. The taxes
levied were five candies of rice annually on each vessel trading with Bengal and 50
mis fish annually on each fishing boat. Since the abolition of these taxes, four new
mas boats have been built and two more were being built at the time of my visit.
No new vessels have been built to trade with Bengal.

50. The gumastah is also schoolmaster, only seven boys are attending the school,

of whom four were presented for examination in Malayalam ; two of them only knew
the alphabet and the other two could not rea

d fluently.
51. The Amin of Minicoy seems to take very little interest in his work and to
know very little about the island.

[ hope that he will improve.
52. A Hospital Assistant agcompanied me to the four northern islands, but I
have no figures of t

he work he did. The District Medical and Sanitary Officer went
to Androth and Minicoy. .
confidential report with reference to Board’s

53. T hope to submit in a few days a CC
Proceedings, Mis. No. 3506, Confidential No. 64, dated the 15th July 1895.

B s kst

—

From J. HEWETSON, Esq, Acting Collector of Malabar, to the Secretary to
the Commissioners of Land Revenue, dated Calicut, 8th April 1896, Dis.
No. 35-IsL ;
Adverting to paragraphs 37 and 52 of my inspection report of the Laccadives and
Minicoy, No. 38-1sl., dated the 24th' Mflrch laS!?, I have th(? honour to forward, here-
with, copies of the reports of the District Medical and Sanitary Officer, Malabar, and

the Iospital Assistant who accompanied me to the islands during the recent visit.

ENCLOSURES.

F Sar eon—Lientenant-Colonel T. 3. HACK‘ETT-WILKINS, District Medical and Sani
rom Oﬂigoer, Malabar, to the Seeretary to the Surgeon-General with the Government ofbﬁﬁ:itfg

dated Calicut, 19th Kebruary 18Y6.

In accordance with the orders of Government of Madras, I embarked on th

Margarita with the Collector and his staff on 7th D_epember 1895 intending to do the fns%eec?&?
of the hospital at Minicoy and to report on the condition of the lepers on the island, but from some
cause or other we could not find the island after steaming in all directions for 16 hours and as
we were running short of coals, it was decided to return to Calicut which we did on the Friday

11th following.
The Coilector then arra
arrived at Androth. ¥
I accordingly left Calicut on Monday, the 25th January 1896, and arrived at Androth the

next evening at 4.
Androth.—This island is situated about 139 miles from Calicut and is the largest of the

northern group of the Laccadive Islands. The goil is a mixtare of powder

vegetable matter with an excess of the former on the north-east and south?wemer:;dSi 32:‘:}; 11}1::
island, while on the east and spnth_-east there appears to be a larger amount of vegetable débris
with the result that trees growing 1 these parts of the island are distinctly sturdier and better
in all respects. The surface of the island is nearly covered with fallen cocoanut S vanatd. tha
cocoanut fibre which scem t}fl‘llae lallowedd’co ;emai;: tfxll they rot.

The country is flat with little mouncs o earth of varying heights in places. The i s
Muhammadans and the men and boys of excellent Physi;g;ue, bui? the fo:-m}:;- lziaglt;ﬁzz

are i o . 3
apathetic lot. Their food consists chiefly of the following grains: rice, ragi and varaya, and fish
’ »

mutton, fowls, &c. :
The water-supply appears to be sufficient, but the quality is not good. As it is hard and as

the wells are in no way protected, a great deal of vegetable matter falls into t ok
allowed to soak in the water. Besides this, nearly all the drinking-water Wellllea?é :i!:iatt]:al(? 18
the darkest and most shady parts of the island. I have suggested that a certain numb u;
these should be converted into draw-wells and that all trees within a radius of 30 f etr{))

removed. Considering the important part the water plays in diseases attended b ee : e
symptoms, this matter should receive attention. The houses are fairly large and well {) glas rtllo
walls being built of lime stones and the roofs well covered with cocoanut leives. uilt, the

nged to do the other smaller islands and to send for me when he
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‘The conservancy of the island is sadly neglected. The compounds of th
The men should be persuaded to use the fields instead of the beagl(l) for the pui;l::; :)rfenﬁgly'
and if the trench system were introduced, the soil in parts of the island might be im rover;.
There were 45 cases vaccinated with 40 successful cases ; the lymph had unfortunately bs e
fail as it was getting old. There had been no epidemic of small-pox since 1884, e

The chief diseases are eye-diseases, worms and rheumatism. The first is due to a great deal
more to the irritation of the lime in the sand than to the coir reported before. I treated a large
number of men suffering from granular lids and they seldom or ever had anything to do wi%h
coir-beating or picking.

‘When Surgeon Beech visited the island in 1891, he saw five cases of leprosy; four of these
have since died, and a young man who appears to be well looked after and is suffering from it in
its early stage is the only one surviving. 1le objected very much to leave the island for treatment
on the mainland. :

The real purpose of my visit to this island was to enquire into the terrible epidemic of

cholera which broke out here about the end of December 1893 and ¢ mtinued up to February
1894. The disease is reported to me to have been introduced by traders from .Mangalore ; the
first attacks recovered, but as the days went on the disease increased in severity, and from the 18th
of January there was as many as 150 deaths in a day. The total number of deaths registered
was 976, but I believe there must have heen 20 or 30 more. No special treatmeut appears to
have been adopted as no medicines were available, and one may picture the misery and distress
there must have been at the time when the gmnallness of the island is considered. The effect on
the population has been to decrease it counsiderably as will be seen from the following
statement : —

The population taken in 1891 was sves o G20
Births registered in 1891 .. Gl Tt
This leaves a population to be aceounted for ... PR L
Deduct deaths during the same period ... ... Wis . 7 juse .. 1,421

2,289

Present remaining population as registered while I was on the island, 2,259, so that a small
balance of 30 had to be accounted for. ‘I'his, however, shows a very serious decrease in the popu-
lation and which of course is greatly due to the epidemic of cholera. Unless there has been
some “ cooking up ” in the entries in the registers, this system of registration compares more
favourably with that in the mainland in even large municipal towns.

I had a quantity of medicines for the treatment of cholera brought out for this tour and have
at all the islands inspected by the Collector left them with printed instructions as to their use, and
some of the more intelligent of the natives were taught most carefully and simply the steps to be
taken in any future epidemic, and it is to be hoped the inhabitants will not suffer so severely in
future. Two carions facts were noticeable in this island and they were the very small excess of
female children to males, viz., six in the total birth of five years and a mortality of 122 of females
in excess of the males during the five years and 104 of these during the cholera epidemiec.

I returned from Androth on the 26th January and arrived at Calieut in the afternoon of the
29th and left again early on Friday morning, the 31st of January, and arrived at Minicoy on the
evening of the Ist of February.

On Sunday morning the Collector and I visited the leper settlement and had a long conver-
gation with the poor afflicted. There were ten lepers in the island remaining from the nineteen
when Surgeon-Major Beech visited theislands, all the others having died. Of these, three were
admissions since 1893. Both the Collector and I were agreeably surprised to find the majority
looking in fairly satisfactory condition, but this I think was chiefly due to the food supplied to
them by the hospital assistant and the amin—each of them having given the lepers a bag of
rice. The statements made by the late medical subordinate, though true to certain extent,
appeared ‘to the Collector and myself to be rather exaggerated. The majority of the lepers were
very anxious to come across to India and be treated at the Lazaretto at Palliport where I am
informed there is sufficient accommodation at present, but I am afraid that it would be almost
impossible to do so, for the great difficulty would be to obtain the proper means of transport as
owners of the “Odees ” (native vessels) would not consent to carry them. The only steps that can
be taken, I think, are that they should have a proper building constructed for them in the part of
the island they are at present living, and that the hospital assistant in charge of the island
dispensary be entrusted to look after them, and that the amin be directed to supply them with
the food. p Fresh food and vegetables might be obtained for them and sent through the * Board
of Trade,” Colombo, and the Commanders of the Lighthouse steamers, which I am told call every
six weeks at the island and bring provisions for the men in charge of the Lighthouse. The

following are the new admissions in the isla i : :
family h?story . e island from leprosy with a few notes regarding their
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1. Moosa, 12 years.—Mother has leprosy, but for some reison or other she has not been
ordered to the settlement by the Kazi, and his aunt is suffering from the disease in its early stage,
but he has five sisters and three brothers who are healthy.

9 Ali, 15 years.—Both parents dead, but they had not suffered from leprosy. Aunt was
in the settlement and died a year ago. Has three sisters, all healthy. :

3. Mahomed, 14 years.—Mother is suffering from leprosy in its incipient stage, but is
living in the village. lather healthy. Has no brothers or sisters.

The Hospital Assistant Sheik Tippu has been interesting himself on their behalf, and T saw
soveral of the eases improving under treatment. 'l he inha.bit.ants of Minicoy have very curious
ideas about leprosy, for as long as those suffering from the diseass are allowed to remain in the
village by the Kazi they mix freely with them, b:ut when onece transferred'to_the leper settlement
they will have nothing to do with them and will not approaqh them within 200 yards. The
Kazi, who is the responsible person, evidently tninks that the disease must be very far advanced
before he orders their removal. If proper accommodations were built and food supplied, and
if the Hospital Assistant, Kazi and Amin worked together, cases would be segregated while the
disease was in its incipient stage and probably then the disease would in time be stamped out

of the island.

T inspected the dispensary on two occasions and was pleased with the work done by the
medical subordinate in charge.

The most common diseases appear to be rheumatism, worms, skin-diseases, eye-diseases, and
in the rainy seasons fevers reported to be of a malarial type. I did not see a gingle case of
enlarged spleen.  There were a fairly large namber of granular lids and opacities of the cornea and
T also saw three cases of cataract. ILf 1 ever visit the islands again, I shall go prepared for a
few operations on the eye. ‘

The hospital assistant’s quarters are very comfe table. I would strongly urge the neces-
sity of a young man being sent. The Collector a' . 7 c_lues’uoned the people. as to thg class of
medical subordinates for the island and the gener oﬁ.mon was that they objected entirely to a
caste Llindu, but that they had no objection to 4+ native thstm.n_ though thfey would prefer a
Muhammadan. It would not be so bad for a native Christian to live on thg 1_sland, as the men
at the Lighthouse are of that class and they haye a stock of provisions copslSht_lg of tinned beef,
mutton, vegetable. &e., which the hospital assistant may, w1tl§ wt injuring his easte, eat and
for which he would have to pay a nomin&l‘prme. I may mertin here that _the last meteorolo-
gical cletk was a native Christian who had lived there on very frx.endly terms with the islanders for
four years and he did not look as if he had guffered for his remglgnce there and t}lis was chiefly
due to his having been able to get a variety of “frod and provisions from the Lighthouse men.
"There is no doubt that the Muhammadan suffers as he can get .nothmg but riee, fish and fowls.
No fresh meat is procurable, for goats die soon after their arn'val there from the bites of the
musquitoes. It would be worth trying whether the tough-hide buffaloes would stand the
climate and musquitoes.

There were in all 20 cases vaccinated and lymph was left for another 50. It is my intention
to send a supply of lymph throngh Colombo every second or third month. The island appears
to have been free from small-pox for several years.

The water-supply is sufficient, but the quality is not good.

The island during the time of the tour was kept fairly” clean. The one great drawback to
ganitation is that the men will resort to the beach for purposes of nature, and until the tide rises
the smell is very objectionable, as after that the feculent matter is carried away by the receding

tide.
In conclusion, I have to suggest that all correspondence, postings, &c., be made tia
Colombo. The following address is the one I would suggest for the present : —
Hospital Assistant, Minicoy,
Care of Commander, Lighthouse Steamer,
' Board of Trade Office,
Colombo.

—_—

Class Hospital Assistant M. KANNAN, No. 193, duing daty, Calicut, to the District

¥rom 1t Medical and Sanitary Officer, Malabar, dated 15th February i896.

I beg to submit the following in connection with my recent visit in medical charge of the
Collector’s staft that proceeded on inspection duty in 3.8. Muargarite to the following islands
(Laccadive), viz., Kalpeni, Kavarathi, Agathi and Androth.

I'he steamer Margarita left Calieut at about 7 ».M. on the 21st December 1895 and

reached Kalpeni on the 22nd evening. :
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Kalpeni.—We remained here for seven da

fering f di 25 ¥8, during which time I afforded medical aid to 111
patients suffering from eye-diseases .

¢ rheumatism 18, worms 15, respicatory affections 28,
diarrhcea 5, febricula 10, itch 6, and ring-worm 4.

I also vaccinated 50 cases, of which

Kavara'hi.—We reached th;
treated 125 patients sufferin
affections 40, and skin-diseas
unsuceessful and 38 unknowr.

As the sea became very rough the steamer on the lst January 1896 had to leave for Agathi
where we reached on the same evening,

Agathi—Here 65 patients were under treatment for rheumatism 10, eye-diseases 16,
worms 13, respiratory affections 17, skin-diseases 6, ang boil 2, and 45 persons were vaccinated,
of whom 33 were sucoessful, 8 unsuceessful and 4 unknown We returned o Kavarathi on the
8th January 1896 and remaired there again for ten days. The cases treated and vaccinated on
both oceasions are mentioned above,

‘We left Kavarathi for Androth

Androth.—1 treated 203 Patients here suffering from
worms 30, respiratory affectiong 41, itch 20, ring-
and ulcers 10, and vaccinated 46 pers
unknown.
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30 were successful, 15 unsuceessful and 5 unknown.

at about 7 A u. on the 28th
e-diseases 35, rheumatism |
vaccinated 45 cases, of whi

December 1805. Here I
4, worms 23, rws;nmtorg
ch 32 were successfal, 1

here on the 17th January 1896.

eye-diseases 50, rheumatism 31‘;
worm 6, febiicula 8, diarrheea 4, abscess -
ons, of whom 81 Wwere suce

cessful, 12 unsuccessful and 3
Two abscesses were in

cised by the Distri
important cases were exa

! ot Medical a
mined and preseribed

nd Sanitary Officer, Malabar, and the
for by that officer. ‘

General Remarks,
Eye-diseases and respiratory affections prevail to a great extent in all the islands. The
irritation caused by the particles of hand-twisted cojr flying into the eyes is. I think, responsible
for the former and the inevitable mhalation of the same :
bronchial tubes probably result

. L § and consequent irritation caused in the
in the respiratory ailment,
The water-supply of these islands

hallow wells, The water is no doubt
on of lime and
which it is obtained. The least hard

. hard on account of lime-stone strata from
water is that of Kavarathi, but it i injurious owing to its

Brine: ! gh it will admit of much or less
£ situated far from each other, the inhabitants resort to sea-shore,
oocoanugz gardens, and waste land for answering calls of Bature, 50 they do not care much for
latrine, &e.

ds to get removed, as earl ssible, all the
“¢., neglected by ¢ XY 48 possi
nt these nyj

some far away from dwelling places and pl'gm_;l’
ultances recurring by insiets : , t deily
removal of all refuse matters to suitable Places, & by Insisting on ‘the promp
I have also advised them to

I have also left some supply of cholera
their use at the time of necessity,

The increase in the number of unsuceessful cases of
children having taken their baths in th

vaccination is, I was told, due to
€ sea water soon after

the operation,

—

J. HACKETT-WILKINS, District Medical and
alabar, dated Calicut, 19th March 1896,

of Malabar,

dorsement by Surgeon-Lieut.-Colone] s )
i 2 Sanitary Officer, M.

True copy forwarded to the Collector

Resolution—No. 166, dated 12th May 18986,

In the letters read above, the Collector of Malabar submits a report of his visit to
the Laccadive Islands and Minicoy in December la

st.
2, The quesfifm .of 1

11
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(ix) The Board supports the suggestion of the District Medical Officer that, if
ssible, a Native Christian should be appointed for the post of the medical sub-
ordinate of Minicoy.

(x) The Collector’s inspection of the island of Androth showed that the deplor-
able mortality from cholera during the outbreak of 1893-94 had not been exagge-
rated. It is satisfactory that the District Surgeon has now left printed instruetions
on all the islands as to the steps to be taken in emergencies of this nature, and that a
supply of medicines has also been provided. It is also observed that several of the
more intelligent islanders were personally instructed in the matter.

O ————

4. The Collector’s action in granting a remission of Rs. 250 a year for seven
ears in favour of the inhabitants of the small islands dependent on Agathi on account
of the damage sustained during the storm of 1891 and in distributing Rs. 8 in prizes
to the successful students of the school at Androth is approved.
5. The Board awaits the report on the future administration of the Laccadive
1slands promised by the Collector.
(True Copies and Extract.)

(Signed) RBR. C. C. CARR,
Acting Secretary.

To the Chief Secretary to Government, Pol.tical Department.
Collector of Malabar.
Copy to the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department.

»

G.0., No. 1508 W., dated 14th May 1896.

Read—the following paper :—

From the Executive Engineer, West Coast Division, to the Superintending
Engineer, IV Circle, dated Ist April 1896, No. 151-8.E.

With reference to G.0., No. 2797 W., dated 9nd November 1893, I have the
honour to forward a report from Mr. J. Pereira, Supervisor, on the blasting and
removing obstructions in the Androth harbour, Laccadive Islands, together with two
tracings and an estimate amounting to Rs. 300, being cost incurred in carrying out the
blasting operations, and to request an allotment of Rs. 300.

——

ENCLOSURE.

Rerort from Mr. J. PEREIRA, Supervisor in charge Cantonment ‘Works, Cannanore,
No. 953, dated 25th February 1896.

Tn compliance with your No. 72-S., dated 18th January 1896, I beg to submit
my report on the blasting operations conducted at the entrance to the Androth
harbour, one of the Laccadive Islands.

1 started from Calicut per S.8. Margarita on the 20th January 1896 with a
party of four blasters kindly.pmcured through the help of Sub-Divisional officer,
‘Wynaad, from the Tamracheri ghit. We reached Androth on the evening of the
915t and returned to Calicut on the 29th forenoon. My stay in the island, exclusive
of the time engaged on the voyage, is therefore between the 22nd and 27th or six
working days.

9. Position of the Island—Androth, one of the five inhabited islands of the
Laccadives, at present under the Collectorate of Malabar, lies almost due west and 120
miles off the coast of Calicut. It is 21 miles in length east to west and 1 mile in
breadth nearly, with a population of about 3,200 inhabitants, all Mappillas. It has
a luxuriant tope of cocoanut plantation and its exports are cocoanuts and coir. The
island depends for all its other necessaries of life from the west coast mainland,
Mangalore and Calicut forming its chief ports of calling. It is protected by a
natural barrier of coral reef. That on the north face comprises two arms, enclosing a

et At e

i

e B o

o B

£ N ST T AAEREN SR
v e S - et

RS

'~

g -t -

%

(e

e S A A N et S I I AN AN AT TS
N P

e e e
i

No. 373, Poriticar, 1lta Juxe 1896. 13

lagoon, with a sandy beach sloping gradually into the sea, as shown in th .
. . bt e

The barrier on the south face is an almost flat, close-gl,aiﬂned’ e rOCks:;;?:-
bling Whlt(i,‘ marble abmllct. 250 feet wide. 'This rock sheet is exposed during low tide
The surf along this rocky margin is generally rough. Beyond this li

reef falls abruptly into fathomless sea. 5 J $ lme the rocky

8. Rocky Obstruclions. —The services of the amin and a karnav ing
kindly deputed by the Coullector, Mr. Hewetson, I inspected the iun{(:;1 E::ggar b::fg
noted the coral rock obstractions along the entrance toe the lagoon, marking their
positions by temporary buoys. i it g

(a) Survey and Levels.—To elucidate my report, I append a survey and
cross sections of the harbour, showing the positions of the rocky obstructions under
complaint.

4. JI{ag:zz'lur]e of Rocky Obstructions.—A veference to survey and levels will give
an idea of the magnitude of the rocky obstructions A, B, C, D and E as nearf;f as
could be ascertained from soundings : —

Rock A—55"%x40"x 9" or c. ft. 19,8007
- g—m x35 %11  , 15,400 |
L C—40 x30 x12 14,400 » = c. ft. 143,100.
D D=70 x50 x18 ., 45,500 |> g
o E—80 x40 x15 ,, 48,000

5. Nature of Rock to be blusted.—The rock to be blasted is coral rock. Tt is
porous in nature, whitish in colour. It is soft at the exposed surface but harder as it

approaches the stem or root, with fissures and hollows in the body. It may be chipped
off or cleaved at the edges with crowbar, but cannot be entirely f&ﬁ?ﬁ%d h’iilésgplg)y :

Blasting. It is a limestone and is extensively used by the islanders.

6. Tidal Observations.—The depth of water over these stones is reduced to
datum. T}'le M. S. level _m'rxved qt—22'15-—is from a temporary tide-gauge erected
Eyﬁme duri)ng the W};)I‘king days in the island, giving a mean reading of 280 as the

ifference between the low and high tides. The readings recorded ol i
table on the level sheet. 3 i) o T

: 7. Nature of Work.—From the levels and the tidal observations, as also to the
boring-irons—six feet steel jumpers—at my disposal, it is clear that I had no means
to attempt at bore-holes beyond 23 feet under water.

The rocks being also sitnated in 2} to 3 fathoms of wat
allowance for swells and breakers during tfle work should also b:rcoa;‘soil(]lggesbem, iy

8. Island Labour.—The islanders are unwilling to take wor i

They appear timid to engage themselves, being egvidently accfstl(l)trlr(ll:é i?)ll}lf)ﬁllbouy.
habits. Through the interference of the amin, however, I engaged eight men Lt zfglg
per qay 5 of th.ese, only four attended work fairly well. They iowevera ?i

gratuitous help in jumping bore-holes and removing debris lying u7nder wate’ re%hgr
haphazard labour lasts but a little while, and is given as suits their comf ik
They are, however, good swimmers and divers, and, once they make up their en'leclime.
engage themselves, render good service in charging bore-holes in deep Ix’vater g5

compared to the labour transported from the mainland.

"9, Blasting Work executed.—As explained in paragraphs 6
admitted of blasting operations being taken up on tll;e 2§ndl: ;3rda:gd 72,4;}(1(.31{ A alone

With the low tide of the 24th reading 3:50" I secured 3
island divers. With these I picked out eleven minor rocks Peﬁ.%i:;f'(;lcssc lfsf };h% fou;
D (see cross section) and measuring on an average 5'X3'X2' each. Wi th s:)m
difficulty bore-holes of from 12” to 18" in depth were jumped on thoes baahias £§
fired with very good results. Boulders shattered disappearing from the surface of
the main rock.

The low tides between the 25th and 27th, however, allowed som .
done along the eastern faces of rocks B, C, D and E. The workeoiozdhe‘zsﬂsoggn.g
shown in red ink shading in the survey and scctions. =

In this connection their usefulness for submarine blasting is unquestionable as

4
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An approximate measurement of blasti i
between the 22nd and 27th is as follows :— D T T

Rock A, 1,815 eubic fect.—Fdges all round widened to average section of

4'x 2. Body reduced toa depth of 11 feet. FExisti
of 2 feet preventing further bore-holes b?eingejumpedlfs sty g Sodken

Rocks B, C, D and E, 1,041 cubic feet.—Minor boulders perched on main rocks

blasted. Projecting ends on easte
Seisdetiod by an sverge of & ook, stern faces removed and the entrance to harbour

Total 2,856 cubic feet.— : R
be removed by,the islandﬁi. Debris of rocks blasted lying in the decp and has to

10. Working Data.—The direct cost 100 cubi i
e 4 g per cubic feet of rock blasted is Rs. 8,
e cubicr%::t.meluslve of batta and other sundry charges to work-people is Rs. 10

The cost does not include th
2 to 3 fathoms of water. The amis
promised to have this done.

A moval of debris blasted which are still lying in
he amin and the karnavan of the island, however,

I consider this should be insisted upon where the depth is less than 11 fathoms.

secti(}&-ofRZf;l(l; ,o£ lblastz'y':ig on Rock A.—Projecting edges having been removed in a
rock, which reduced Ii(;u'n éa 2 charges were fired on the body or surface of the
rock,that Phio i /e u} fepth by 1} feet. _These charges have so much shaken the
with par'(icleslof ggbol urther bore-holes is not feasible, as they get clogged up
can now be freelv us d: oW a fow inches of the surface. I consider that crowbars
P ot Y used to remove debris to further reduce the depth of this rock.
body of I{; e*;g A {o;s {ag;f:inggextwn&’—From t_he_ resu.lts experienced in blasting the
bore-holes and small charges onpael.;i graph 11, it is evident that blasting with shallow

t ral rock is a drawback =5 A :
jumpers, subsequent hore-hol : ack to blasting with ordinary
advanta’ge gained in blastingo ﬁ; kt)ﬁlilslg clogged up with sandy parﬁzles. The only

rocks. This has more or less heen eﬁ?;gxgcll? mothod is to detach projecting ends of

The depth of water on ro

done by ordinary jumpers to cks B, C, D and E does not also allow of blasting being

E St : any satisfaction.
er ;
ore consider that the most effective method of removing these coral stones

to the root is by chB bore-_l;glgs_g.ﬂ_d_

L4 .
fhie posbesh ngistions actually used dwing This work in 2 to 3 fathoms of water
should, in my humble opinion, be taken
blasting. The best time, howerver, TR A Capieiiag] suil-u MRS

: to commen rork i i - Th
deputed for the work should be all P ¥ EE -3k opeing tide. S I
¢ Llowed to start work at the beginni i t-
ing season, The Collector deferring his ingpection to the ;:]al:g 1:1011&2’ lozfsitsh vt

This arrangement will al i
the co-operation of the islafuigx,the blasting party to work undisturbed and with

Collector’s inspection, which is otherwise disturbed by the bustle of the

—_—

Endorsement thereon by the 8y

April 1896, No. 172 W. perintending Engineer, IV Circle, dated 20th

Copy submitted to the Chi : .
to G.0., No. 2797 W., dated ond \agincer, Public Works Dopartment, with reference

vemb
of Rs. 300 may be made for the blasting o;zralutsigﬁ; Z;::']ie?l ﬁl%ueﬂ B AR

Order—No. 1508 W, dated 14th May 1896,

Mr. Supervispr Pereira’s report will be co : o)
ment in continuation of G.0., No, 801 W, datedm?r‘nlll:tu m%: ]t,%gfte Political Depart-

¥

1896, is accorded.

S i e e e e e

A A AR A I P O PN AT N AN

No. 873, Pouiticar, 11TH JUNE 1896. 15

i

9. The estimate will be returned to the S.uperintendinrﬁEngineer, IV Circle, for
vincial Miscellaneous Public ITmprovements. An allotment is not *
e expenditure was incurred in the past official year.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) F. J. WILSON,
Under Secy. to Govi., P.W.D.

T e R

sanction under Pro
now necessary as th

To the Political Department.

Superintending Engineer, IV Circle.

”

Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue), Mis. No. 2557, dated 4th
June 1896.

TRead—the following paper :—
From J. HEWETSON, Esq., Acting Collector of Malabar, to the Secretary to
the Commissioners of Land Revenue, dated Calicut, 18th May 1896,
Dis. No. 54-IsL :

As stated in paragraph 7 of my report on the inspection of the Laccadives and
Minicoy, No. 33.1sl. of 1896, dated the 24th March last, I made enquiries for a
schoolmaster for Kalpeni Island, and one Isak Sheriff (a Muhammadan), who can teach
Malayalam and Hindustani up to the Primary School examination and English up to
the I1I standard, has been recommenc!cd for appointment on a _salary of not less than
Rs. 16 per mensem, by the Sub-Agsmtant Inspector of Mz}ppllla Schools, Northern
Range. The present schoolmaster is the gumastah of the island, who is paid Rs. 3
a month for this extra duty. He is incompetent for the post. T have therefore the
honour to request that the Board may be pleased to sanction the increased rate of pay
to the schoolmaster. As the season is far advanced and as there are no Kalpeni
vessels in the harbour, I have directed Isak Sheriff to hold himself in readiness to
proceed to the island at the commencement of the fair season.

Resolution—Mis. No. 2557, dated 4th June 1896.

Qubmitted for the carly sanction of Government in continuation of paragraph 3
(vi) of Board’s Proceedings, No. 166, dated 12th May 1896.

(True Extract.)

' (Signed)  R. C. C. CARR,
Acting Secretary.
To the Chief Secretary to Government, Political Department.

Orper—No. 378, Political, dated 11th June 1896.

Recorded.

2. The sanction to the. increased rate of pay to the schoolmaster for Kalpeni‘f
Island, which is requested in Board’s Proceedings, Mis. No. 2557, dated 4th June |

(True Extract.)

J. F. PRICE,
: Clief Seeretary.
To the Revenue Department.
Public Works Department.
Board of Revenue (Land Revenue),
Surgeon-General.
Accountant-General.

”
»
»

»

Exd. A. Raitt.
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