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PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

%
Irri"gation.
Reap—the following paper :—

From N. F. MACKENZIE, Esq., Under Secretary ta the Government of India,
Public Works Department (Civil Works—Irrigation), to_the Secretary to
the Government of Madras, Public Works Department, dated Simla, 5th
October 1894, No. 197 1.

With reference to the correspondence ending with your No. 97 I., dated the
3rd February 1894, I am directed to forward, herewith, a copy of the undernoted
despatch from Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India communicating sanetion to
the revised estimate, amounting to Rs. 87,50,000, of the cost of the Periy4r irrigatio_n
project in the Madras Presidency, together with a copy of the Government of India
despatch replied to, and to request that the information referred to in paragraph 7 of
the Secretary of State’s despateh regarding the criminal jurisdiction in that part of
the works which is situated in territory belonging to the State of Travancore may be
furnished with as little delay as practicable.

2. The sanction above referred to has been registered as No. 10 I. of 1894-95
and is in supersession of all previous sanctions which are hereby cancelled.

—

Excrosures.

Despatch from the Right Honorable Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India, to His Excellency

the Right Honorable the Governor-General of India in Council, dated India Office, London,
26th July 1894, No. 38, Public Works.

Revised estimate of cost of the Periydr Irrigation Project in the Madras Presidency.—I have
received your Kxcellency’s Public Works letter, No. 28, dated the 29th May 1894, statixﬁf that

a revised estimate has now become necessary for the Periyér irrigation works in the Madras
Presidency.

2. The original estimate sanctioned in Lord Kimberley’s despatch of 18th September
1884, No. 53, Public Works, amounted to Rs. 64,339,913, and it is now proposed to increase this
estimate to Rs. 87,50,000, of which Rs. 84,71,000 represent the direct and Rs. 2,79,000 the
indirect charges. After allowing for the exclusion from the present estimate of the sum of
Rs. 8,00,000 provided in the original estimate for the purchase from the Travancore State of.~

land for the head works, the excess amounts to Rs. 31,10,087, or about 48 per cent. in advance
of the original estimate of Rs. 64,39,913,

3. The reasons assigned in the note by the Chief Engineer which accompanies your letter
for the large additions found necessary in the estimate have been accepted by your Government
as sufficient, and you state as your opinion that it is very doubtful whether a correct estimate of

a work of this description could in any case have been arrived at.

4. It is evident that in a work of such unusual character, carried out in the difficult cireum-
stances referred to in the Chief Engineer’s report, a considerable margin of error must be allowed
to the estimate of cost. But the excess shown in the present case, which amounts to nearly 50
per cent. of the original estimate, is far beyond the limit which should be germissible in the
case of works constructed from borrowed money to which the sanction of the ecretary of State
is only accorded on ths assumption that the estimates, both of capital outlay and revenue, have
been carefully and thoroughly worked out, so that there is no reasonable doubt that further
examination will throw any suspicion upon the productive character of the schemes submitted.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper :—
G.0., dated 22nd December 1894, No. 1057 1., Public Works.

A psTracT.—Communicating to officers concerned, with remarks, letter from the Government
of India conveying the sanction of the Secretary of State to the revised estimate of Rs. 87,50,000

connected with the Periydr Project and requesting information regarding the criminal jurisdie-

" tion in that part of the works situated in Travancore territory.

Orper—dated 29th January 1895, No. 64, Political.

The following letter will be despatched to the Government of India, Public
‘Works Department :—

[Here enter No. 65, dated 20th January 1895.]

(True Extract.)

Chief Secretary.

To the Public Works Department.

Exd. A, Raitt,



@obt. of {1895} Fadrus,

POLITICAL.

e

Tssued

Reed. Ened.

——

G.0., 29th Jannary 1895, No. 64.

JANUARY.

Periyar Works.
Directing that the Government of India be

furnished with certain information regarding the
eriminal jurisdiction in that part of the — which
is situsted in territory belonging to the State of
Travancore.
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POLITICAL DEPARTMENT.

Lerrer—{from _
Tue CHIEF SECRETARY 10 THE GOVERNMENT oF

FORT ST. GEORGE,

To
Tae SECRETARY 1o THE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
PusrLic Works DEPARTMENT.

Sir,

I am directed to reply to Mr. Mackenzie’s letter, dated 5th October 1894,
No. 197 I., requesting to be furnished with certain information regarding the
eriminal jurisdiction in that part of the Periydr works which is situated in territory
belonging to the State of Travancore. o

2. The transfer to the British Government of the eriminal and police jurisdiction
over the camps was effected in 1892 (vide Government of India, Foreign Department,
Notification, No. 755 1., dated 18th February 1892). The acquisition of this jurisdic-
tion was at the time considered sufficient to safeguard the interests and welfare of the
British subjects in the camps, but subsequent experience proved that the sale of
liquor was a source of friction between the Travancore authorities and the British
employés. After a lengthy discussion with the Travancore Darbar it has been decided
to acquire the abkdri jurisdiction also. This has been recently ceded by the Darbar,
on the British Government consenting to pay the Travancore State the net revenue
raised under the Madras Abkdri Act after deducting the costs incurred in collecting
this revenue and in administering eriminal justice in the camps.

3. This Government has never shared the view of the Chief Engineer that the
complete assumption of sovereign jurisdiction over the ground occupied during the
construction of works was necessary or desirable ; that officer now states that  since
the original of the note of the 29th January 1894 was written, the most important
defect of the then existing arrangements has been removed by the transfer of the
abkdri jurisdiction from Travancore to Madras.”

4. T am to add that in March last this Government sanctioned an increase to the
police force at the works,

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

Fort S1. GEORGE,
29th January 1895. Chief Secretary.

Exd. A. Raitt.
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DATED

From the Government of
Fort St. George.
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