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HIS EXCELLENCY THE RIGHT HONOURABLE
| LORD WENLOCK, GOVERNOR OF MADRAS.
Darsp /% /1/\/{% 95— Fort Saint George.

The humble memorial of V. Ry. Kristnasamy
Mahadik Row Saheb, Consort of the late

g 8. Brahannayaki Boyi Amnee Saheb,
; ’l_' Niece of Rajah Sivajee and grand-
‘ry daughter, by his Dowager Ramee, of
) Lajal Serfojee, a faithful friend and
7 ally of the British Government.

Gt MY Lokb,
e I beg with due respect to lay my hard case before Your Lordship with the |
i sonfidence of obtaining relief happening to know Yoar Lordship’s sentiments, ex- '
, pressed in Your Lordship’s speech, delivered on the occasion ef an address of wel-
e o come by a deputation from the Madras Mahajana Sabha, on the 10th March 1891, in
g which Your Lordship assures that Your Lordship would do the best Your Lordship
:ﬁ could for the classes and communities in this country and that Your Lordship would
TransFERKED to the Chief Secretary to

spare no efforts to bring about anything that mwht mmprove the condition of those

Government for disposal. around Your Lordship,

RAGHOJI MAHADIK,

|

I
i [ |
Mama Saheb Mama Saheb (Junior) Sulutchana Boyi

(By Order.)

(Senior). (married great grand-daughter of (married RAJAH TULJ AJI IX).
RAJAH BAVA SAHEB VI). ‘
: RAJAH SERFOJEE XI. |
/ 2 . ‘ ]
e e

[ |
Yemuna Boyi Saheb Ahilya Boyi Saheb
(Senior Ranee), (Junior Ranee).

I
| |

\ 1 | ; ex]
Tiyagaraja Nagumma Govindlas mi Gopalasami Mathusami Rajumma Boyi RAJAH  Sulutchasa

Private Secretary.

ky § A ' e Amnee Raja VAJEE Bovi
A 1 Mahadik. Amuee. Mahadik, Mulhadxk. Mahadik Sahab. 81 Zr E RZ;Q%T}I':;.
= | I
VERNMENT House & B -- H. H. Kamatchi- V. Ry. Kristna, §. Brabanuayaki H. H. Sythumba
. /66 ) 1 % Hl I;l;g::: H'Bgy'fg:}?;ﬁ“ : amba Boyi Saheb  sami Mahadik Boyi Amuee Sheb Boyi Sahet
. /W//! 5 o) i (ma:x}-'led Rajah (married Rajah - (married Rajah Row Saheb ( Memorialist’s (married Rajah k
/ . 189 57 3 , ¢ Sivajee). Sivajee). Sivajee). (Memorialist), wife). S Sivajee).
2 o L’/“L o 3 — S
u i e W0 THG beg with due submission to state that as to my ancestry, and my |
] & b : i 5 1 . . ‘
;jfg i relationship with the several Rajahs and Ranees of Tanjore, the genealogical table, |
& ut supra, will speak for me better than I can do for myse.lf, as 1.t', d?es not 'become 1{
. me, My Lord, to blow my own trampet, that the late Rajah maintained me in great
LA ’ - - .
ok affluence, dignity and comfort and his treatment towarlis me was similar to that
’ accorded to his nephews and his son-in:law, Ry. Sukharam Sahib, that it was we
pa 1] - . . . v
; 2l that formed the late Rajah’s immediate retinue on all important occasions, that the
)
.; "




e ————

I—_———————E

2

allowances to our family nnder different denominations were nearly as much as
were granted to the. said personages, say, about Rs 300 per mense;n, to prove
which there are records still available in. the Government Agency Office. Whereas
Mr. Phillips, an officer commissioned o settle our Raj, has apportioned only Rs. 121
to.our family. Under what hypothesis he got hold of this figure God knows. How-
ever, it has become a thing of the past; and man is liable to err. With all that he
has done us great good by granting the said sum of Rs. 121 to our family conjoint-
ly, in the name of my wife, as the chief member of the family. Nevertheless, it is
to be regretted, that after my wife’s death, which occurred on the 18th Novem-
ber 1677, oue half of even that small grant of Rs 121 was ordered to be conferred
upon my three sons.in equal shares viewing them as the second generation and
leaving me quite in the cold. Then I had no other alternative than to humbly apply
to the anthorities for a reconsideration of my case. But all my efforts were fruitless
for more than half a dozen years. Subsequently in 1885 the then Political Agent
haviug kindly weighed the soundness of my arguments, supported by .our \V:Pth:r
Serkele, recommended my case to Government and they sanctioned only a fourth c;f
the said sum of Rs. 121, reserving the other fonrth, i.. e. Rs. 30-4-0, the grant of
which I now respectfully solieit more as a matter of grace than us a lﬁattel. .

right.

3 1 beg now with Your Lordship’s permission to verify that the pension
of Rs. 121, when originally granted, was in all probability intended by Mr. Phillips
to our family collectively and not to my wife individually. In other words it was
meant for the sup-
port of my wife,
myself and my

List A.—of the immediate members of the famiiy of
Sivajee, late Rujab of Tanjore.

AMOUNT| children as long as

NAMES ol YEMARKS. all or one of us
P SION PEK hoseiil 3

‘MENSEM. survive.

e et

Sl e e et R e

My Lord, T submit

1. The mother of the late Rajah ... 1,400 Died. that in the List, as
9. His Sesior Ranee B e T30 Died. . per mardin. 6 M
Bl e Contt R TR TRIETTR L b live, B AEEEA, OE SR
4 His daughter "l 8,000 | Died. Phillips, in which
5. His 2 Sisters, each .1 282 | Both died. my wife, myselfand
’ B A—My wife (died) my children are
6. His niece, her husband and % 121 % B—A\lyself (Petitioner) ra“nked as BthRH
children : . :
7. His son-in-law 6383 Nolwg 're;-ewes 1,500. one Line, Your
8. His 3 nephews, each ...l 260 | All died. . . Lordship will ob-
;3 Sivaive’s Seragli "'l 150 | Only 12 out of 42 ladies
o Ra]a}lll ?;:x?f:],l: 8 Sarbis } 4 :u{/ive. serve that all have
eac g /
10. Rajah Serfojee’s Seraglio % 2,460 | All died. got separate pen-
1 Tllo I’r?-e:‘:iollxlsof Tukkojee a 3 ...| 300 The case of this family sions :save myself.
2 fl(e;ru?er Rajah of Tanjore - bears anilogy, for the W h y ? Because
i;n:;t;l}()’e;l:; 1o that ofthe Rg 121 given to

— my wife is by im-
plication for me also. Supposing it :s nob so, what should he (Mr Phillips)
have done? He must have placed me somewhere in the above list setting
some figure, which he thought fit, opposite 0 my name. More'over there are seps-
rate pensions to the Rajah’s daughter (4th) and her husband (7th) ; why v.ve‘rle t g
Rajal’s niece (6th) and her husband (m.yself 6th) nc.>t allowed the' sam}e .pr1v1t<lalge',.
Children of ladies of the Rajah’s Seraglio have pensions even during their mothers

b

]
)

lifetime ; why were my children lost sight of ? Furﬂ}ermore my fe?tlller as Well. as
my brother (belonging to List B of Rajah’s other relatlfms) had. individual pension
granted them ; why was 1 not taken along with them 1n the List B at least ? My
Lord, I therefore submit that that pension, to be sure, was meant for our family
collectively and that our case is somewhat similar to that.ot' Sukhw.ar Boyi Amnee
(No. 11) belonging to the family of Tukkoji a former Rajah of Tanjore.

4. I beg here Your Lordship’s pardon for the free expression of
my thoughts, for, liberty of conscience is the noble righ‘t of man ; and tha},r,
is the local representative of Her Majesty’s Government, Political Agent as he 1s
called, under whose presidency Government have placed us, upon whose favour or
frown our prospects depend and for whose fair representation Government look
for, does not like to transmit our petition of grievances to (Government, if he sees
that it has once beenr disposed of by them, and thus prevents me, so 0 speak, from
endeavouring to have my tale of sorrow and suffering listened to by the impartial
Government who, blessed they be, have given us license to fight for justice. : S
submit that I appealed from time to time to Grovernment, through the then Go-
vernment Agents, for the redress of my grievances and that one of the Agents
treated my petition with unconcern, another swept out all my privileges with a
stroke of his pen, a third pooh-poohed and ignored my petition and a fourth
washed the matter off his hands saying that I should not moot the matter again.
My Lord, that my memorials should receive such scant courtesy at the hands of
the local representatives of the benign British Government who, i# is well known
throughout the length and breadth of the country, have at heart the comfort and
contentment of the relations and dependents of the fallen Royal -Dynasties, is I
fancy to be attributed more to my misfortune than anything else.

5. 1 beg further to submit that the abovesaid lasb decision, communi-
cated in July 1890, by the then Political Agent, viz, that I should not moot thfa
matter again, discouraged me to a certain extent _and the consequence was, that 16
occurred to me, that I should try to manage within the handf}ll of money fallen.to
my lob and I did try my utmost accordingly for four conse.cumve vears. But W1t-h
no avail. Why ? Being highborn and hight{red and having all a,lc.)ng, that is
antil the demise of my wife, led a life in a pr}ncely fstyle, hence having be.en ac-
customed only to comforts of life it has bee-n impossible for me to succeed in my
attempt. Nay, MY indebtedness, which will be a.ccourfted for further on, and my
costly living, a8 the prices of victuals nowadays are high, als.o come across my
attempts. | My Lord, I am therefore under the painful necessity of reopening the

subject of my grievances alghough I know that my case has already been finally

disposed of. Bat let it not he for a moment supposed that 1 am unnecessarily
jmportuning Government. My Lord, 1 lay myself at the mercy of Government for
these reasons, tQ wit, that the object of thfe arrangement as well as. of the allot-
ment of Mr. Phillips, so far as our family 1% concerned, - Was n.ot 1‘n. 'my bumble
opinion well pondered upon by the authorities, nOr Were they inqusitive enough
to ascertain who 1 am and how far my cries are deserving of consideration and
whether or not there are records t0 substantiate my statement. ||

6. I beg humbly to add that my income being quite inadequate and n-
compatible with my mode of life and rank and having had other extra expenses that

pressed hard upon me, such as childbirth, marriages, nuptials, &e. &c, I was

et e s
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obliged to turn my attention towards the gradual disposal of my property, consist-
ing of lands, puildings, jewels and other valuables, cattle, conveyances &c. &c,
worth about a lakh of Rupees. After the whole property was exhausted, I was
compelled by necessity to raise loans, from time to time, which by degrees, now
amount to 5000 Rs., exclusive of interest, and my creditors, being famaliar with
my status in life, during the late Rajah’s time, and having golden dreams of my
future, being under the impression that Government would one day or other better
my condition in life, neither hesitated to lend me money whenever demanded, nor
did they press me for their dues. Itis only since of late that they have been
losing their patience in the matter and that in consequence I have been urged the
more to humbly call upon the generous Government for favour of a propitious glance
at the tragic circumstances, which can be better imagined than described, of one
who has been degraded from a princely to a plebian state and who has been kept
aloof from commanding comfort and respectability which Her Majesty desired that
we should enjoy.—Vide Despatch from the Secretary of State for India, dated
93rd October 1862 para 2-§fMy Lord, had it not been for my indebtedness, had it not
been for that fixed indigeney in which I have been dragging my wretched existence
and had it not been for the withholding of the grant of Rs. 30-4-0, which forms

the complement as it were of Rs. 121, and which T justly and reasonably deserve,

I wquld not, I assure Your Lordship, have ventured to submit this petition being
sensible that the authorities have already left me adrif

AEDES t by making a disposal ©
my former petitions m an unrelenting manner. [}

7. I beg with due reverence to set forth for the information of Your
Lordship my past and present condition in life, as briefly as possible, for, I have
alveady tired Your Lordship’s patience with the foregoing facts of my case. 1
submit that during the life time of Rajah Sivajee I was in my prime of life, when
1 was fed sumptuously, clothed richly, furnished with jewelry, supplied with
cattle and conveyances, together with todder and forage therefor, the Physician,
who attended on me when sick, was remunerated, the establishment of my servants
was paid for, to be brief, my well-being was looked upon with gladness and my ill-
being with sadness. Phis being the case, is it reasonable for one to think that our
family was entitled only for Rs. 121 a month ®? While a servant of the Rajah had
a monthly pension of Rs. 150 granted him, while a concubine of the Rajah got a
pension of Rs. 150 monthly, while an offspring of Rajah Serfojee’s Seraglio peu-
sioned Ks. 445 once a month, can any one suppose that a nicce of the late Rajah,
nay, the grand-danghter of Rajah Serfojee, by his Dowager Ranee, deserved only
Rs. 121 ? While thus we were tasting the bitter fruits of Mr. Phillips’ arrange-
ment, even that sum was curtailed, as aforesaid, subsequent to my wife’s decease.
Now, my Lord, at this declining age of mine, when I have to enjoy ease and com-
fort, I have been undergoing hardship. In short, I submit that 1 have been devoid
of even the necessaries of life in the place of luxuries of life 1 once had. Things
being so, 1 beg leave to ask whether it is just and proper that the proposal of the
then Governor-General in Council should be overlooked, namely, I'hat the Go-
vernment of Madras will provide that no person of the Rajah’s family shall be
placed in a worse condition, so far as stipend can secure this, than heretofore.” —
Vide letter from the Government of India to the Government of Madras, dated
8th September 1856, No. 4,644, para 11,—My Lord, allow me to rehearse that it
bhas been noted down, in para 14 of the letter above quoted, that « I'he heirs and
relations of Tanjore pensioners will know exactly what to expectand will see before

[

5

them the time when {hey must take their place amongst the .pe.ople of .Indrar and
rely upon their own exertions.” My Lord, I su‘t.)mit thafi thrs is a warning intend-
ed to my heirs and relations, whereas, 1 am afraid, that 1t will affect me, sooner
or later, just when 1 am on my way to the grave. My Lord, I therefore entertain

a sanguine hope that during the short time thab 1 am tolive T will be enabled to

live consistently with my rank and dignity.

8. Ibegm conelusion to respectfully state that the fact, that it was

ing the time of Rajah Serfojee, my grand-father-in—law, that a p?rmam?nt

footing was cecured in Tanjore by the British nation to Whom. the said F.a]ah

voluntarily entrusted the administration of the revenues of Tanjore, agreeing to

receive one fifth of the net revenues, ander the Treaty of 1799, the fact that

agsurances were made, sometime after the death of Rajah Sivajee, by Her Majes-

ty’s representatives, in their correspondence, connected with the Tanjore Rﬁ)yal

House, in respect of dealing with kindness and liberality with the royal relations

in general, and with those forming part and pareel of the Rajah’s household in
particular, and the fact, that the sum total of the monthly income, during the late
Rajah’s time was aboub Rs. 85,000, which, after his decease, under Mr. Phillips’
settlement, was reduced to Rs. 45,000, and which again, by casualties from year to
year, has for the present dwindled down to nearly Rs. 15,000, have to be borne
in mind in granting My entreaties, namely, t0 have the grace to order the grant
of the fourth part of Rs. 121, which has been withheld, so that the object of
Mr. Phillips’ arrangement may be carried out, and arrange for the liguidation of
my debts, which stands at the bottom of all evil consequences; guch as loss of
honour, respect, comfort, and what not, so that to relieve a Royal Blood frorn
subjecting himself to the evil offects of debts. My Lord, what I pray for 18
nothing but a drop in the ocean of saving that has been effected since the demise
of Rajah Sivajee with whom ended the Tanjore Raj, in whose npame we earn Our
bread, and whom the British nation have succeeded taking upon themselves the
responsibility to shield and shelter his kith and kin.

With my prayers t0 the Almighty God for Your Lordship’s long life and

prosperity,
1 beg leave to Remain,
: My Lord,
f MQ/ « Your Lordship’s most obedient Servant.

gty

oTue NATIONAL Przss” TANJORE.
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