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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—again the following papers :—

G.0., dated 22nd May 1885, No. 359, Political.

-+ 9 5th ,, 1887 , 350

Py i 8rd Nov. " 4/ ;- 88D

. s - 21st Fob. 1891 ,, 114
p A yy  29th Nov. 1893 , 825

»
»
»
”

Reap—also the following paper :—

From the Paymaster, Carnatic Stipends, dated 13th May 1895, No. 32.
-

Orper—dated 29th June 1895, No. 422, Political.

His Excellency the Governor in Council directs that the rules regarding the
compulsory commutation of stipends be cancelled, so far as they relate to female
Carnatic Stipendiaries.

In future, no female Carnatic Stipendiary shall be permitted to commute her
pension without the express sanction of Government,

2. The Paymaster, Carnatic Stipends, will take steps to make this ruling
generally known.

(True Extract.)

Chief Secretary. ‘

To the  ymaster, Carnatic Stipends.
1l -countant-General.

, o

o, i

e

e £ iy

PoriTicAL DEPAKTMENT.

NOTES CONNECTED WITH G.0., No. 422, POLITICAL, DATED
99ru JUNE 1895.

Note by His Excellency the Governor on @.0., No. 250, Political, of 19th April 1895.

The heirs in this case are living at Hyderabad, and as soon as they are paid off,

hall no longer be concerned with them. &
s ];ut 1 should like to ask Colonel Stewart to tell Government exactly what his

opinion is as to our policy of commuting small pensions payable to females. I believe -

in most cases their male relatives get hold of and squander these bonuses, and that
great hardships are suffered by the poor women.

A 5 i have their pensions
1 idea is that these poor females should in no cases )
Omﬂ{egwunlcss they fall below, say, Rs. 2 a month, but I should like to hear
c hat Colonel Stewart has to say in the matter. [ think we sl_lould also 1nv1§e
;[ rs. Firth to give her opinion, as she knows far more of the inner lives of these poor
¥ European.
creatures than does any other Europ (Intld.) W[ENLOCK]%
19-4-95.

i CE i to Government

_official from the Hon’ble Mr. J. F. PRICE, Chief Secretary ent,

Dem]t: t}cllea Paymaster, Carnatic Stipends, dated Ootacamund, 5th May 1895,
No. 226. '

i ini icy ting small
divected to ask you, for your opinion, as to the policy of commuting
ens&):‘;ﬂ pasl’aiﬁe to femalie (‘arnatic stipendiaries. It is feared that in most cases
Eheir male relatives get hold of and squander the bonuses and that great hardships
are consequently suffered by the poor women. Probably a rule might be laid down
that in no case should the stipends of females be commuted unless they fall below,
say, Rs. 2 per mensemn.

e

. il from the Hon'ble Mr. J. F. PRICE, Chief Secretary to Government,
Demlt«? ﬁli\:;: 14[:] RTH, The Parsonage, St. Thomé, Madras, dated Ootacamund,
5th May 1895, No. 226.

i to ask if you would be so good as to favour Government vqith your
viewg :;n t(()l lgﬁgtgglicy of coeruting small Eensions payable to female Carnatic stipen--
diaries. It is feared that in most cases their male relatives get hold of and squander
the bonuses and that great hardships are consequently suffered by:the poor women.
Probably a rule might be laid down that in no case should the stipends of females be
commuyted unless they fall below, say, Rs. 2 per mensen.

Under present rules no stipend of less value than Rs. 10 is continued in the case
q female. When the sum, or share of a sum, continuable from a pension 18 less
than Rs. 10, such sum or share of a sum is commuted.

Demi-official from Mrs. FIRTH, to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated
st. Thomé, Madras, LLth May 1895, No. 309.

From personal observation, and from what the poor Carnatie pensioners who have
commuted their pensions have told me, I think it most qdv1sable that the commuta-
tions of pensions, large or small, of women stipendiaries ghould be discontinued.
I brought many pitiful cases to Colonel Underwood’s notice some three years ago,
and begged him to bring the ill-results of commuting the pensions of ignorant,
helpless, gosha women to the notice of Government. The misery and destitution
among respectable gosha ladies who have alrezu.iy commuted their pensions, on the
interested advice of their relatives and friends, is most sad to see and, as a proof of

B
> {4
%
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my statement, I may mention that some of the aged destitute women now on the
“ Gosha Fund List” were once Carnatic stipendiories, but now are very thankful for
2 rupees a month from the ¢ Fund,” which enables them to obtain a little rice for
th_eu'dally food, from which, I think, it is elear that to commute the pensions of women
stipendiaries in any case is a mistuke.

From Colonel H. 8. STEWART, Paymaster, Carnatic Stipends, to the Chief
Secretary to Government, dated Chepauk, 13th May 1895, No. 32.

s & have the honour, in reply to your demi-officiul of the 5th instant, to report that,
in my opinion, it 18 highly desirable to frame a rule enacting that in fu,ture 1N no ¢ase
w1}1 .the commutation of female Carnatic stipendiaries be hal]owed. Iu my humble
opinion I would 'make no exception, not even for sums below Rs. (2) two. This rule,
if established, \_mll remove th_e possibility of those evils you allude to in your letter
undor_reply, viz., male relatives squandering the bonuses of their gosha relatives ;
and “:111 bez_l great boox} to my office as very great difficulty and responsibility is
experienced in dealing with gosha females through intercsted “go-betweens.”

L2 I Would‘ respectfully submit, for the consideration of Government, the advis-
ability of eﬁ’ectlng. the‘ :}bO\’e change by confidential instructions on the m,atter to the
{iaymaster, Carnatic Stipends, as it scems to me desirable ot to change the rules
ramed by Colonel Bi'l_\nes. and approved of by Government so recently us 1885,
and, moreover, alterations in regulations when published appears to me to have the

objection of creating disturbing influences i . : : gL
jection of creating dis = :
resulting in agitations, &c. . e minds of Carnutic stipendiaries

For the Clief Secretary—

h.b.t.Botth(;lonel Stewart and Mrs. Firth appear to be in favour of the absolute pro-

tli ‘lcmn ; 1lc 16 commuiation of female stipends. The former considers it inadvisable

aslt ‘t‘ayt“' ‘el‘atlllons in Lo'lnn‘el Baynes’ rules should be notified to stipendiaries and
sks that any change may be effected by confidentiul instructions to the Paymaster.

o ) i " . ¥ .
considere:il _f.leahug with this question there are two eclasses of pensiouers to be

(i) Stipendiaries Proper, i.c., thos ! : : :

, 1., those who are now in reecipt of stipends or who
may hereafter be granted stipends whic tall withi ya teTOR fa
R g P hich do not fall within the limits of compulsory

s T . X ¥ oy P
withi \‘1‘1) f)‘”{""“l Stip ndiaries, i.e., those who are granted pensions which fall
ithin the limits of compulsory commutation and have to be commuted under the

3. Neither Mrs. Firth nor Colonel Stewart has distinetly stated whether the new

rule should apply to both classes, but it is submi
_ : . mitted that h d
in the present practice as regards the second class. B R

Bnme41;irxc1l;he :vtlls c:rfhgrantlng small pensions !Ja\'o been recognised by Government for
Baynes’ | 1? ¢ o clearly set out in paragraphs 2 and 13—106 of Colonel
1> e i e A,und .4.°f G.0., No. 357, dated 22nd May 1885, which
also con}alps Dr. ‘Balfours opirion on the point. It wasin consequence i
i‘(e)p{)esen ation of Colonel Baynes that the limits at present in force as regards stipends
e ed?)g;l‘;mil;ed——Rs. 15 in the case of a 'ma.le and Rs. 10 in that of a female-——were
moreover, to hpar%graph () of G.0., No. 359, dated 22nd May 185, It seems,
B elkb o th ave‘ : I%Cll recognized all long that special measurcs are not required 10
Loyl lsgsie s ominal stipendiaries.” In G.O., No. 114, Political, dated 21st
GO 'NZ des y t]c:lng'cire expressly e‘xclu‘ded from the forty-five yearst rule. In
casos Were abi ated 29th November 1894, it seems to have been conceded that their

ses were absclutely different from those of the ¢ Stipendiaries proper ”— please
gee the note, dated 8th November, in the original of that order prop P

5. If it is considered that no action i :

& ¢ actionis r 5 & Lo il a
iaries.” the decision asto whether f ¢ equired as rogards the “ Naminal stipend-
N i 1 o whether female * Stipendiaries proper ™ are tobe permitte
in future to commute their pensions could be commuuicated to the Paymaster

3

confidentially. If, however, any change is to be made in the rules regarding compul-
sory commutation, it is not clear how Colonel Stewart’s proposal not to notify such
change to stipendiaries can be carried out. They know the present rules well enough

and the first departure from them will lead them to the correct conclusion.

(Intld.) C.M.S.
5-6-95.

—

Note by the Chief Secretury.

It will be seen from the note in G.O., No. 825, dated 29th November 1893, how
few of the pensions of female stipendiaries proper have of late been commuted. Since
that note was written the number of such commutations has, to the best of my recol-
lection, been but very small and applications to commute have been rejected. On

v

the other hand, there have been cases in which they have been granted, but only after
dus consideration and inquiry. As there are cases in which permitting commutations
is not objectimable anl even desirable, I submit that there isno need counsidering how
few applications for them really come up to make any change in the rules. Every
application for commutation from a female stipendiary proper is received by the office
and moe with suspicion and no note recommending the grant of it is sent up without
1)oking, as thoroughly as one can in sueh matters, into it. If it is made a rule in the
Secretariat that no case is sent up for favourable orders unless it is clearly shown that
the grant of commutation can be based on good and sufficient grounds, all that is
requisite will, T venture to think, have been done, and it will not be necessary to, at
times, consider the desirability of making exceptions to a hard-and-fast rule.

Such exceptions always as time goes on form inconvenient precedents, Tt seems
better to leave the rule as it is and fo allow all applications for commutation to
come up as heretofore, but to insist upon a rigorous inquiry into the circumstances
of each case and to rejeet all those which cannot be clearly shown to be quite
unobjectionable. : :

I have often had doubts when dealing with cases of ¢ Nominal stipendiaries,”
which are naturally more frequent than those of ¢ Stipendiaries proper,” whether it
is not there that the shoe really pinches. In these cases, nolens volens, the pensions are
commuted and the money probably goes to the male relatives of the unfortunate women
and is squandered without their having a chance of a say in the matter. No inquiry is
made as what is to become of the money when paid. All that is seen to is the question
as to who are the heirs or dependents, the money is distributed into pension shares, and
all of these shares which come within commutation limits are commuted into lump
gums and paid. When there are minors the money is usually lodged by the Pay-
master in the bank and when they come of age is paid over to them. All those of
age at the time of the sottlement get their money without further question. Depart-
ing from this course, however, appears to be contrary to the policy of the Court of
Directors laid down in, I think, 1845 and continued by the Government of India later
on, viz., to gradually extinguish all non-permanent Carnatic stipends by, when they
reach small pensions, commuting them.

(Intld.) J.F.[Price].
8-6-95.

Note by His Excelleney the Governor.

1 do not any more than Sir T. Muaro or the Court of Directors or Colonel Baynes '

uphold the system of pensions to these poor people, as it has only resulted in demoral-
izing and pauperizing this section of the community, and I quite agree with them
that any means which can be found officient to bring the system to an ¢nd should be
adoptel. DBut we must look at facts as we find them. The result of commuting
emall pensions to females is that the unfortunate recipients (?) of the commutation
bonuas get no benefit therefrom, for their male relatives get the money in a lump and
squander it as they like, while those who ought to get the money drift till eventually
Government has to relicve them in the Lungarkhana. The commutation rule, however
dosirable in the cises of men is, I think, shown to work great hardship to the poor
females, and I thiuk we may now very rightly alter the present rule and say that
{0 a female from henceforward no stipend which falls under the compulsory commu-
tation rules shall be commuted without the express sanction of Government,



1

These may, of course, be cases where it can be shown that the commutation would
be advantageous, or the stipend may be so small, that its continuance could hardly be
considered as any real benefit ; but I do believe that to the greater number of female
small stipendiarics, the continuance of a monthly dole is a real benefit, and would
enable them to make sure of their daily bread to the end of their lives,

As regards ““ Nominal stipendiaries ”, T would wish my proposed rule also to apply
to them. They are usually relations of or dependents on the deceased stipendiary,
whose stipend is cut up into several portions, and the evils of commutation full

equally heavily upon them. Of courseit must be understood that I am only speaking
of females.

I hope my Honourable Colleagues will agree with me that the existing rules,
however excellent in theory, have been shown in practice to press heavily on the
unfortunate women, who by the peculiarity of their position and the greed of their
male relations, are subjected to real suffering by the commutation of their pittances.

P.S.—1t appears to me that if any change is made, it ought to be notified. It

will not affect a large number, but it would place the Paymaster in an awkward
position, if he were seen (as he would be iustantly) to be g

oing contrary to established
rule.
(Intld.) W.
I concur,
(Intld.) H.W.B[rss).
) 13-6-95.
(Intld.) J.G{ROSE,.
| 15-0-95.

——

Draft Order.

His Excelleney the Governor in Counei] directs that,as a general rule, f""?ale
Carnatic stipendiaries shall not be permitted '

in futu ) ¢ s their pension®
%and that t?le sums, or shares of sums, contiliuahleulto xrze’fetx(nuiﬁl?;gzlt (.thtel stipgud of 8
eccased Carnatic stipendiary, shall in no case be compulsorily commuted . Any
exception to this rule will require the sanction of Government.
2. The Paymaster

generally known ; Carnatic Stipends, will take steps to make this ruling

(From orders.)
(Intld) C.MS, F.P.
15-6-95. (Intid) ook

Tt soema b L Dt il
seems best to put the ruling in this form. A : le W!
i : ' . to the ru
requiro the sanction of Governmeat, The ruling, it iy .ffffifflt{f;"a is to apply
Carnatic stipendiaries only. 5 od,

(Intld.) C.M.S.
16-6-95.

—_—

Note for His Excellency the Governor—

the c;\.sﬂe r::? tfte Is‘stialel)g?sept stand, no Commutation of g pension is carried out either 1°
b i el Governswntm{,l:: hl;r:ﬁ):r ” or f“ Il\lIominal stipendiaries” without the exP
h T case of the latter oo 2o 3 > as 8
of course, without lnquiry into the circumstances, &cmx:,lfu :?,2(;:1: i;: e
b .

JFP.

(tuid)  J-EH
Then should not, ¢ 4
ment t00 much. The order seems to me to tio the hands of Go¥e™

If there should be 81 SXounik
it may be only a trivial matterphonal case

his appear ?

*dy I think it will serve the purpose

(qud‘}‘ "6"95’

nmttﬂr

y : : and
As alterc,:dt he papers will have to be cirenlated t.

EE———

-~

5

» s 1] l : h ™ t l}) ’l‘l[] f 1 th d 2 h d |

(Intld) W.

—

“ole for the Chief Secretary— W
Ao{ei‘" h reference to His Excellency the Governor’s query, 1t is T%p?tf‘l}gei:ﬂ;%
i ith refere «ds in brackets are required to make.lt'clear @hat t e‘syd 4 |
il Wotlation has, so far as female stipendiaries are conce1§§9, diig
Comyulsgry "Ij‘(;ﬁ]su;u'stem was ’introdueed by pagagraph 1 (b) of G.O., 1;1 0. 3 u’, ugn
%‘2112)(1)1]:18}11\257 18856 gnd, under it, the stipendis}a)mesﬂ?a:(tah no :io;;ic :1; tz gg i hge
t ’ mi ut that they : W
i i's l’mt thath’(hey f&f g'b’:;t({li‘zt;or:iognl])??;:(’i to the iugpr_e:ssiou that the or('}ir apphg:
OInlS_swnd9f g ‘;g er only, who have to ask for permission to commute. e wor
}3 é{)tl"gjgei‘;rlz)ﬁxfg ;:)mz'ﬂal stipendiaries within the scope of the order.

Intld) C.MS.
LERD 25-6-95.

Order in Couneil

Decided that the rules regarding the c;)mpipltsory 1oa1; (:Iflasltjltggiznl:](ai ;gyn;i‘;}ﬂi ;g
; eoard female stipendiaries. In future no fen ‘
e thgyt Iegmn(iuft(emlrer pengion without the express sanction of Government.
permitted to com Tatid) JEP.
28-6-95.




NOTE FOR THE CHIEF SECRETARY.
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