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No. 88, dated New Bridge Street, London, E. C., the 7th September 1894.
From—3J. ELLIS, Esq., Secrebary, The Empire of India Ezhibition,
Tp—The Under-Secretary of State for India.

1 mave the honour to state, for the information of the Secretary of State for India, that
a Company registered as the ¢ London Exhibitions, Limited ” has decided to commence an
annual series of exhibitions at Kensington, with qne devoted to the arts and manufactures of
the people of India, to be opened early in May 189 5.

For this proposed ceries of exhibitions the Company has purchased the lease of the
extensive grouncs of the District Railway Company at Barl’s Court, Kensington, one of
the most central and best known sites in London, and has entered into contracts for the
erection of handsome and spacious buildings for the proper installation of exhibits, the
present very ccattered buildings not being considered either suitable or worthy of the special
exhibitions now contemplated. :

As the first exhibition will be an elaborate {llustration of the Arts and Tndustries of
India, this Company is most solicitous that it shall in every way veflect credit upon Her
Majesty’s Tndian Tmpire, Very carefully considered arrangements are being made for the
arrangement of a namber of Indian artizans representative of the leading handicrafts and
manufactures of that country. Tt is intended to instal these work-people in an artistic re-
production of some Indian streets, a market-place, bazaar, ete., somewhat like the Indian
Palace of the Colonial and Indian Exhibition of 1886, which proved such a constant source
of interest and instruction to many millions of the British public; but on a far more extensive
and magnificent scale.

Tt is with special reference to this employment of natives of Tndia at the exhibition that 1
am asked to address you. The Company wishes o take every possible precaution to ensure
the comfort and well-being of the workers whilst in this country, and any advice or assistance
the Government of India may be able to give the Company in this direction will be most
gratefully received,

"1 am also to state that no pecuniary help is required from Government, and that the Com=
pany being composed of commercial men, they are of opivion that goods with the Indian retail
priees affixed chould not be exhibited, as this practice at past exhibitions has been found most
detrimental to the interests of the Indian produce:s and to the importers, and for this reason
no Government priced collections are desired. .

~ The value of the exhibitions in developing trade is practically demonstrated - by the
immense increase in the consumption of Indian grown teas, which ean be directly traced to the
great and deserved stimulus given to them by their thorough representation ab the Paris Exhi-
bition of 1878, This Company js convinced that many other products of India only require
10 be better known to command equal success, and with this object in view they beg to state
that they have decided to place at the disposal of the Government of India or any syndicate of
planters or merchants which may be recommended by Government, a large and prominent
space ab the forthcoming eshibition for a thorough scientific and commercial representation of
Tndian tobaceo, both in the raw state and in the process of manufacture.

In conclusion, I am to express the hope that the contemplated exhibition will favourably
commend itself to the Secretary of State for India, and that the Government of India may
‘be informed accordingly.
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Circular No. £1.

FroMm
DENZIL IBBETSON, Esq., C.S.,

Offg. Secretary to the Government of India,

To

Dept. of Revenue and Agri.
Mus. § Exbas,

Carovrra, the 31st December 1894.

BIR, Ry 2
I forwarding for % information of 4/-£. &/, (G rtetiizepy coo Coee il
a copy of a letter from the Secretary, London Exhibitions Company, Limited,

on the subject of *The Empire of India Exhibition ” to be held in London

during the next year, I am directed to state that, as the Exhibition seems to

be a purely private adventure, the Government of India have decided to take

no part in it, and that any artizans or others who may be approached by the

Company and who may ask for information, should be told that they must act on

their own responsibility, and can expect no assistance from the Government

either here or in England. ,

I have the honour to be,
SIR,
Your most obedient Servant,

DENZIL IBBETSON,
Off9. Secretary to the Government of India.
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