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ENCLOSURES.

No. 1.
Telegram from Resident, Aden, 23rd August 1894.

Japanese cruiser “Tatsuta,” arriving Port Said 16th August, with
an English crew, was to have left about 18th August, intending to call
at Aden. Solicit instructions. Am I to detain her? Am I to allow
English crew to proceed in her, and what quantity of coal am I to
allow her ? Sufficient for Ceylon, or beyond ? Also, in a case of her
or belligerent vessels of war touching at Perim station of the Mediter-
ranean squadron, what course of action am I to take ? * Tatsuta’ may
arrive at either port any day. India Office letter of 10th August
reached me 21st August. Sixth day expires 27th August (7). Reply
as soon as possible.

No. 2.

Foreign Office to India Office.

Foreign Office,
Sir, 23rd August 1894.
On the 81st ultimo, before a state of war between China and
Japan had been declared by either country, a cruiser named the
¢« MTatsuta,” built in this country, sailed from the Tyne bound to
Japan. .

The vessel entered the Suez Canal on the 19th instant flying the
Japanese flag, and having on board as part of her crew forty British
subjects.

On the 21st instant the Earl of Kimberley received from the Chinese
Minister at this Court a note dated the 20th, of which I enclose a copy,
stating that the “ Tatsuta” had on board of her a crew notoriously
sonsisting in great part of British subjects, and requesting His Lordship,
in view of the Queen’s Proclamation of Neutrality and of the pro-
visions of the Foreign Enlistment Aet, to give orders, in the event of
the vessel touching at Aden or any other place in Her Majesty’s
dominions, to have the British portion of her crew withdrawn, and
to take sueh other measures as might be necessary to prevent a violation
of the Act and of the law of nations.

The day before this application was received the English Secretary
to the Chinese Legation had stated, in explanation of the request which
the Minister was about to make to the Foreign Office, that he had no
reason to doubt that the ¢ Tatsuta’ was a Japanese vessel commanded
by a Japanese officer, nor that part of her crew were Japanese subjects.

Lord Kimberley lost no time in consulting the Law Officers of the
Crown whether the engagement of the British scamen before and
their continuance to serve after the Declaration of War constituted, as
had been alleged by the Chinese Minister's English Secretary, a con-
tinuance of equipping in contravention of the Foreign Enlistment Act,
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and whether Her Majesty’'s Government should take any action with
regard to the «“Tatsuta,” and, if so, what instructions should be sent to
the Governors of Her Majesty’s possessions abroad where the vessel was
likely to touch on her way to Japan.
The Law Officers advised that “ No action can be taken in the
« matter. The ¢ Tatsuta’ appears to be a Japanese war vessel in the

« command of a Japanese officer, and as such she cannot be boarded for

““ any such purpose as is suggested”; and they further advised that
“ the continuance of the V(Eyz;ge‘ by the British seamen does not,
« gonstitute a continuance of equipping within the i
¢« Foreign Enlistment Act, 1870.’(’1 2 g et W
Since the receipt of the Law Officers’ report, from whi :
quoted the opinion which they have given, Iit has been asz:(;lll'tiixl::(‘{efi]-u“
the Customs authorities on the Tyne that the Captain in charge of '(c)}l;n
¢« Matsuta ”’ is a British subject, but the Law Officers, to Whomgthi f ¢
has been mentioned, state that ©the nationality of the Capt'liﬂ i
¢ not in any way alter the opinion which we have already i;'e ?;ould
« yessel is really a commissioned vessel of war. It doegq 1111 if the
« suggest that she may not yet be commissioned, and fhe oot
« ghould be dealt with on that hypothesis. Even then questlon‘
¢ opinion that the British seamen could not lawfully be ’r ,W + BFS, el
s« use of force, though there would not seem to he any reaso Lln(;"ed b
¢ should not be told of the risks which they are likely to U why they
« they may by possibility be ignorant.” ’ un, of which
Lord Kimberley is of opinion that such a warning
and His Lordship therefo%e directs me to req?]lei;ltné’h:th t:uld i
the Secretary of State for India to send telegraphic imtiuct'
Resident at Aden—where the “Tatsuta™ may be e:gl;ecte:lOl;S to the
to-day, to-morrow, or the mext day=to inform the British S asve
command of the vessel of the outbreak of war between Ching cagtam e
and of the issue of the Queen’s Proclamation of Neutralit 'aa? Japan,
the ];:a,pta-i]ﬁl avn(i] to1 re%uest hillnkt(l) warn the British seali’enuling%r“ia.m
of the risks which they are li b Tun in servine i 1m
of B, i ely to run in serving in a Japanege ship
\

e given,
ou will move

I am, &0.,l

Fr
The Under Secretary of State RANCIS BERyiz,

for India.

Enclosure in No. 9,

Chinese Minister to Earl of Kimberley

My Lord, ‘ ‘%};lllllese Legation %
I have the honour to inform your Lordship tfl'lt ﬂ?\u‘gu“ 1804,

war vessel recently built and equipped at Elswiclé fo . Tatsuta,” ,
Government and now on her way to Japan vidg the Su 3 t%'c Japanese
board of her a crew notoriously consisting in oyeat ¢ Canal, has on
subjects. S M great part of Bpitigl

Having regard to the state of war at present exist!
and Japan, and the Royal Proclamation 1of tﬁgt"'({])fli\tl,i:? ‘l)etw?e.n Ching
Her Majesty's subjects the duty of neutrality, and tle ?I]ls,t’ enjoming o
Foreign Enlistment Act of 1870, T have to vequest {] oUSCEVaNCe of the
will have the goodness to give orders, in D J o o YU Lordship

touching at Aden or other place in Her Majz:l(;ii ((I:En:lilll&o;; T?tsuta v

3

the British portion of her crew withdrawn and at the same time take
such other imeasures as may be necessary to prevent a violation of the
Act in question, and of the law of nations in so far as they may regard

the duties of a 1 sutral state in time of war.
I have, &c.

Kunae.
The Barl of Kimberley, E.G.,
&ec., &c., &e.

No. 3.

Telegram from Secretary of State to Resident, Aden,
3 93rd August 1894.

On 31st July, before declaration of war Iaetween China and Japan,
Japanese steamer ¢« Tatsuta” sailed .!:'rom T'yne, el_ltered. Suez .Ca.nal
19th instant, flying Japanese flag, and is expected at Aden immediately.
Chinese Minister states portion of crew are British, and requests that
British portion of crew may be withdrawn. Law Officers of Crown
advise that “ Tatsuta ” is apparently Japanese war vessel in command
of Japanese officer, and that as.such she cannot be boal:d_ed for the
purpose suggested ; also that continuance on board hel' of British seamen
enlisted before declaration of war is not breac_h Qf ]!oye‘lgn En;lstment
Act.  Since then it has been stated that_Captam is Bmtls}} S}lb]ect, but
Law Officers advise that this makes no difference if the ship is really a
commissioned vessel of war. If; hoyvgver, the vessel is not yet com-
missioned, Law Officers advise that British seamen could not be removed
by force, though there is no reason why they shoulgl not be told of risks
to whici they are exposed, of which they may be ignorant. Your duty
will be to ascertain whether the vessel is commlss1.0ned vessel of war, in
which case British Government has no locus standi, and you should take
no action. If she is not commissioned, you should inform the crew of
the outbreak of war and of the Queen’s Proclamation of N eutrality, and
of the risks they run in servingon a Japanese ship of war. 1f the
captain be a British subjeet, he should be similarly warned.

No. 4.

Foreign Office to India Office. .
; Foreign Office,

23rd August 1894.

I am directed by the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to

transmit to you, to be ]aidA bgfore Mr: b_‘ecretary Jfo_wlgr, a copy of a

Despatch addressed to Her Ma’,}esty’s Minister at Pekin in regard to the

Japanese war vessel « Tatsuta.

Sir,

I am, &c., ,
FraNcis BERTIE.

The Under Secretary of State
for India.
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Enclosure in No, 4.
Earl of Kimberley to Mr. O’Conor.

~ Treaty. No. 11. Foreign Office,
Sir, , 20th August 1894,

Sir Halliday Macartney called here to-day on behalf of the
Chinese Minister, in order, he said, to “lay an information against

the Japanese cruiser “ Tatsuta,” now on her way to Aden hound .

Japan.

II)ie stated that the Chinese Minister wished the authorities at Aden
to take out of the cruiser the British portion of her Crew, as servin
contrary to the Queen’s Proclamation and the Foreign Enlistment Act
The Chinese Minister, he added, had heen advised that their Servicé
constituted a continuous equipping.

Sir H. Macartney did not allege 1hat the cruiser is not actually the
property of the Japanese Government, or that she sajled after the
declaration of war, or that she is not commanded by a Japanese officer
He also admitted that part of the crew are J apanese. y

Sir H. Macartney was informed that if the Chinese Minister made g
writteu application, giving full details, and the grounds for asking Her
Majesty’s Government to interfere with a Japanese man-of-war ct';llinw
at a British port, the matter would be at once cousidered ; but that on
the facts which he had mentioned it did not seem probable that Her
Majesty’s Government would be warranted in removing the British
subjects from the * Tatsuta,” as requested by the Chinese Minister,

I am, &c.,

Kimvpg
N. R. O'Conor, C.B., C.M.G. BERLEY,

No. 5.

Telegram from Secretary of State to Resident, Aden,
24th August 1894,

Secret. My telegram of 23rd crossing yours of same date answers
question about detention of “Tatsuta ” and about English crew.  Allow
coal sufficient for Ceylon. As to Perim, it is for you to carry out rules
there also, but in consultation, if necessary, with naval authorities. The
six days’ grace expiring 27th need not interfere with your carrying out,
these instructions, but would apply to penal clauses.

No. 6.
Foreign Office to India Office.

Si Foreign Office

ir, ; 25th August 189
I am directed by the Earl of Kimberley to request ghat VOI?‘t'il]
inform the Secretary of State for Tndia, with reference to my yletter £
the 23rd instant, that the Registrar of Seamen reports that My, K V?T
Stranach was in charge of the Japanese warship “Tatsuta when .th t
vessel left this country. ' a

I am, &e.,
FRANCIS Begry
The Under Secretary of State it
for India.

No. 7.

India Office to Foreign Office,

India Office,
28th August 1894.
With reference to your letters of the 23rd and 25th August and
AT to the telegraphic correspondence*
23; 'lfdf’f:j“;&;z e MoF noted in the margin, I am desired
Filnc it fois Hasident; Aden, deted 2874 by Mr. Fowler to acquaint you,
August 1894. for the information of the Earl of
Telegram to Resident, Aden, dated 24th  Kimherley, that the Resident at
August 1894. Aden reports, under date 27th
August, that ‘Japanese steamship ‘Tatsuta’_ arrived afternoon 25th
« August, with captain and crew, British subjects. Naval authorities
“ ruled that she is mot in commission. She has no Japanese naval
““ officers or officials on board. Instructions conveyed by your telegrams
“ of the 23rd and 24th August were therefore carried out and crew
« warned. The captain was directed to leave this port by five o’clock
“ this evening, failing which I intend detaining the vessel pending Her
“ Majesty’s pleasure. Captain has intimated his inability to comply,
“ owing to portion of the crew refusing to proceed. Further
¢ instructions awaited.”

2. Mr. Fowler will be glad to learn what instructions the Earl of
Kimberley desires should be conveyed to General Jopp.

I have, &ec.,
HoRACE WALPOLE.

Sir,

The Under Secretary of State,
Foreign Office.

No. 8.

Telegram from Secretary of State to the Resident, Aden, 28th August
. 1894.

Secret. Yours 27th. “Tatsuta.” Are any Japanese on board * and,
if so, what is their position? Do her papers show whether she is

Japanese Government vessel ?

No. 9.
Telegram from Resident, Aden, 29th August 1894,

Secret. Your Lorvdship’s telegram of the” 28th August. There are
not any Japanese on board the ¢ Tatsuta. Mu:\‘tb‘r rolls have bheen
carefully examined and master asserts that this is (?) the only paper
she has showing distinctly she is a Japanese Government vessel. The
above paper is from the Japanese Minister authorizing and requesting
Robert William Stranach to proceed as sailing master in the Imperial
Japanese gunboat “'l‘z}tsuta” on her voyage, &c. She l}as not any
other papers except ordinary log book and muster rql]. No consignee
or bill of health or clearance paper. I have been informed privately
that three Japanese officers took the vessel out of the Tyne, then left
her. The “Tatsuta’ is now detained in charge of senior naval officer
half her crew having refused to go on and left her. '

s- 43- .B
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No. 10.
Foreign Office to India Office,

; Foreign Office,
Sir, ¢ 20th August 1894.
The Barl of Kimberley Las referred to the Law Officers of the
Crown for their opinion the telegram from Aden, which was forwarded
in your letter of yesterday, respecting the Japanese gunhboat, « Tatsuta,”
and as soon as their report is received a communication will be addressed

to you as to the full instructions to he sent to Her Majesty’s Resident
at Aden on the subject.

In the meanwhile, T am divected by His Lordship to request that
telegraphic instructions may be at once sent to the Resident to forbid
recruiting for the despatch of the vesse].

I have, &e.,
The Under Secretary of State RANCIS Brrrrs

for India.

No. 11.
Telegram from Secretary of State to Resident, Aden, 29th August
; 1894,

Secret.  Yours 28th. Recruitment for despatch of  Tatsuta ”’ should
be forbidden pending further instructions,

No. 12,

- Foreign Office to India Office.

et Foreign Office,
’ 2 30th August 1894,
T am directed by the Byl of Kimberley to request tlgmt you will
ate for India that Fyis Lordship has veferred
Ct'_'});vn the telegramis from the British
: . : panese war yesgel ¢ 2.’
Lord Kimberley is advised that the utmost vcals': sho:iflsul: taken to
Istment of mey at Aden for service on

From the telegram of t},e naval officer of t}, ¢ : :
: y iy e 27th inst it,
gppear fhat this step will bo suficien to prevent the vesses] !;'Irloml \ l;vt(t):ﬁd
to sea, but, if necessary, she should he detained unti] further ordr g
1 am to request tha telegraphic nstruetions in the b:('n l‘;-th'
letter may be sent at once to the  SCIse of this

Lam, &,

The Under Secretary of State T. H. SANDERsON,

for India.

No. 13.

' tary of State to Political Resident, Aden,
sy gO{h August 1894.

» Officer ise t care should be taken
ine 29th. JLaw Officers advise utmos d n
e Mm:ec?ui:tment or enlistment of men at Ad.en for Tatsuta,..
;,;) l.revznz?hzi‘;l-‘sr tep sufficient to prevent vessel from putting to sea, but, if
elieve S

cessary, she should be detained until further orders.
ne gt

No. 14.
Telegram from Resident, Aden, 31st August 1894.

dship’s telegram of the 30th August. Every
o g;)illlll;tll":égs?tl[gent orgenlistment of men in Aden has been
recauion _aﬁ , 97th August, but as T had strongest grounds for believing
taken T 1(;Juld hz;vuoput to sea during the night, g,nd either got men
3 Tatsu.tz} Yf ut on board outside the harbopr or in any other tfar_rl-
srllzl'eptltIOl}Sf‘ tII;e Gulf of Aden, after consultation with naval authorities
ot il n detaining her on the 27th August, as I reported on that
kg val authorities considered it was absolutely necessary to
ik -Icllaon board fo prevent sailing or surreptitious recruitment.
e glfllm as placed accordingly on that evening, and still remains.
'Thls gum;. t:ﬁ“ sIl)li‘ ha,.s been warned that g}lard is solqu fox: abgve
i ) ; easuref; and in no sense responsible for ordinary nautical
'reventl‘r(}llmehi or’ her contents. The ma,ster.and part of th‘e crew
oA 'tl i bl:)ard immediate necessity for this course of action was
})emg Stlll O%Pcause’l)eninsular and Oriental steamer outwarfi bound
i ies homeward from China and ports east of Singapore
8l Mesg'?,gerl ected, and other steamers from which crew might ha,v‘e
L S g y.ehx% duri;w the night without the cognisance of the port
b rqp}enlﬂ Xlthou 113 the master of the ¢ Tatsuta ” at the time stated
g, 1d not g'ut to sea without his full crew, he has rcceptlx
that‘he (i;(l);‘t it wasphis intention to have slipped out during the night
a@ﬁ‘:m‘it c!:'ew remained, on the chance of filling up elsewhere.
wi

No. 1b.
Admiralty to India Office.

Admiralty,
3rd September 1594.
I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of 1}110 :%clg;;ragltl);
smit, for the information of the Seeretary of State for In N,aval
& t"mlnf m:)f’ a telegram dated 27th August, ‘frr‘om the’)’ Senior
g)egilgei’(l;t Aden ‘regr;lrding the Japanese Vessu;l1 " l'atSIg?r.i o
A similar letter has been addressed to the Foreign v

I am, &e., :
EvAN MACGREGOR.

Sir,

he Under Secretary of State
o for India.




Enclosure in No. 15.

Telegram from Senior Naval Officer at Aden to the Admiralty,
27th August 1894.

At Governor’s requisition have taken charge of Japanese gunboat
“Tatsuta.” Majority of her crew have left. .She is unable to progceed

to sea.

No. 16.
From Political Resident, Aden, to India Office,

(No. 38.) Aden Residency,
29th August 1894,
Right Honourable Sir, (Received 11th September 1894.)
With reference to your telegram of 28rd August, my telegram to
your address of same date, and your telegram of the 24th in reply, 1
have the honour to report that the J apanese Warship “ Tatsuta enter’ed
Aden harbour at 2.30 p-m., on the 25th instant.

2. The boarding officer of H.M.S. “ Cossack then boarded hey and
reported to the Commander of H.M.S. ¢ Qossack ” that she was com.
manded by a mercantile Captain (Stranach), a British subject, and that
almost the entire crew were British seamen and subjects, that theye was
no Japanese naval officer, nor in fact any Japanese whatever, on board
and, as there was nothing to show to the contrary, the Senior Nava,i
Officer at this port ruled that the vessel was not g commissioned vegge]

of war.”
3. The Senior Naval Officer thereupon went on hoard her at 5 o'clock

summoned the British crew aft, and informed them that wap had beep
declared between China and Japan ; he read to them the Queen’s Do
clamation of Neutrality and warned both the captain and crew of the
risk they ran in serving on a Japanese warship. He answered g]]
questions put by the crew that it was in his power to do, anq thus
carried out the instructions contained in your telegram of 28pq August
and the captain was permitted to take in sufficient coal to take the vessel

to Point de Galle.

4. On Sunday 26th, a deputation headed by one Mr. Johp Héads
Senior Second Engineer, representing seven junior engineers, waited upop.
me and asked me for advice, saying that they did not care risking tllnein
lives on the job, and asking me if T would guarantee them safety of the'r
lives if they went on. I told them that [ could guarantee ng Ahtings x ir
could I advise them one way or the other, they were free to leaye the ’sh(')r
if they wished. They said the master had told them the same thing ;

5. Later on another deputation representing the stokers ang
called on me with virtually the same questions, and [ answere;ezﬁlen
similarly. ém

6. On the morning of the 27th, Captain Stranach, the
“Tatsuta,” called on me and told IlIl)e his erew was ]‘Efs?gterh(;f the
consequence of the Senior Naval Officer having vead the Q,um in
Proclamation and informing them of the risk they were runninae-en 8
said he knew that he could not detain them if they wished to leava ,bhe
he wanted to know if he might pick up a crew of Arab firemen (e, ut

any men he could get to take the ship on. A

7. I pointed out to him that if he enlisted one man he
himself liable to the penal clauses of the Act. e saw the g’?‘:idofn:ﬁl"e
and did not press the subject further. ol

T —
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8. Inthe course of conversation he said he was only engaged to navi.gate
the ship out to Yokohama, and that when he went on hoard there were
some Japanese naval officers in charge, hut hefore the vessel sailed
they were ordered off, and he had much of thejr kit on board.

9. At midday on the 27th, T had a consultation with the Seniop
Naval Officer, the result of which was that considered that, as the
vessel had been 48 lours in port, sufficient time had been allowed her
for taking in coal, water, and supplies, and carrying out the necessary
cleaning to her engines, and that she should be directed to leave the

" port by 6 p.m. that afternoon.

10. T therefore directed Captain Fisher, R.N., to issue the order to the
captain of the *Tatsuta” to leave harbour by 5 p.m. that day, and
failing compliance to take charge of her and detain her, pending
instructions from you.

11. Captain Fisher, R.N., went personally and delivered these
instructions to the captain of the * Tatsuta,” who. replied in writing
that, owing to a portion of his crew refusing to proceed in the vessel, he
was unable to comply with the order, Iaceordingly on receiving this
reply directed the Senior Naval Officer to take charge of and detain the
“Tatsuta ” pending Her Majesty’s pleasure, which he accordingly did.

12. 1 then despatched my telegram of 27th to you, reporting what I
had done, and soliciting further instructions.

13. I may here mention that up to 5 P m. on 27th some 20 out of a
crew of about 45 had left the ship and claimed my protection,

14. In deciding to take the step I did I had in mind the possibility of -
the captain getting together a crew of native firemen and slipping
away quietly during the night.

15. Moreover, the P. and O. mail from England and the Messageries
steamer “ Caledonien,” homeward bound from China and other ports to
the east of Singapore, were both due that evening, and it was possible
some Japanese officers and erew might be expected in one of them for
the “Tatsuta;” also that any other steamer might arvive in the bay
during the night, and, by a preconcerted arrangement, place Japanese
or other sailors on board, and unless the vessel was in charge of the
naval authorities serious complications might have arisen had she been
allowed to take any one on board in this port.

16. Trrespective of these probabilities, it appeared to us that, according
to the rules published in your letter to the Lords of the Admiralty, of
7th August, the ““ Tatsuta ” should not be allowed to remain any longer
in port, free to move out at her own convenience ; we therefore deemed
it necessary to take temporary charge of the vessel.

17. I trust that my action in this delicate case may meet with your
approval. Bo far as I could sec it was the only course open to me, and
was arrived at after grave consideration.

I have, &e., ,
J. Jorp, Brigadier-General,
Political Resident.

P.S.—18. Since writing the above T received your telegram of last

evening, 28th, to which I replied fully this morning.
It may be as well to give here verbatim the paper from the Japanese

Minister that I referred to ; it runs thus :—
“ To Robert William Stranach, Imperial Japanese Gunboat
‘ Tatsuta.’

“ Sir,
“1I hereby authorize you to proceed as sailing master in the

S. 43. ¢
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Imperial Japanese gunboat ‘Tatsuta,’ on her vo ;

. : s a P .

in England to Yokohama in Japan, calling at ¢ Oa}ih;g: I:(;lotlz.l River Tyne
o .

- “ Viscounr ALokz .
Envoy Ex. & Minister Plen. oé H. L. M, of
Japan to Court of St J ames'.”‘ A

19. The Captain (Stranach) told me pp¢p
officers were on board the ship when he jg)i:ebg t;i‘:/d t:;lhat they
4 remained

in her until the ship left the Tyne, and t]
and went on shore ; he states he hag theirtllilietnoxil?::zixi:} RE, SYPL S

20. I may mention that, so far as I
1ar as 1 could learn. t :
and stokers were engaged by Sir William Al'nll:ti't::1’atl%.e"gml‘-(.‘l' staff
for the voyage. I saw one of their papers of agreem ewti itchell, & Co.,
stated they were employed by the sailing master for tllnlé,;[lld the seamen
G B ob.

21. I have afforded protection to those of
to go on in her and landed here, and | ;‘; 5t e
hy the; first opportunity of a suitable vess

ho have ref:
Opose to send elused
el leaving. d them o England

JORN Jore, Brigad;
' OPP, brigadier.(y
Politieal Igies;:i:xg?neml’

No. 17.
India Office to Foreign Office,

India Omce’

Sir
Sadn : : | , ‘
I am desired by Mr. Fowler to fop ¢121t(}ll glfegtce\;}::)lpr }894’.
; ; 1, Tor the

information of the Secretary of State for oo \

letter from Her Britannie I\Iaj(‘sf,y;s l(ii()l:};):gl]q'h f‘\,m‘“"S, copy of g

No. 38, dated 29th August 1894, reporting the :mtiOLMdent at  Aden,

?‘onnectlm’l, with the detention at Aden of )0 “'fuken by him in

ofl;?ltglg:;‘l ({)lfr'1 (Ililto ]S ta‘t.(, T']‘flt Mr. Fowler proposes, \\'.itildtl])a’nesc Warship
mberley, to approve the Resident’s 1€ concurrenee

matter. 8 PI'Occcmhngs in the

I alll, &C.,

The Under Secretary of State, Horaog Warrorg
Foreign Office, ;

N
A No. 18,
Admirally to India ¢
) ndia Offiee
‘ M 0327. B
e Admi ralty,

I'am commanded by my Lords
transmit herewith, for the infopmaf
of a letter, dated 28th ultimo, {

-,l,i-tl 1‘ ?4‘])tc‘mbcl‘ 1894,
S.-(;;-e-;- l‘,lvw. I_deir:nlty to
e ary of Btate, go v
Opies of jtg cnclosurelzz;
3

. :
_Con'm'nssim
ation of the
ogether wigl,

11
from the Senior Naval Officer at Aden, respecting the detention of the

Japanesc gunboat « Tatsuta ™ there. ‘
A similar letter has been addressed to the Foreign Office.

I am, &e.,
The Under Secretary of State R. D. Awopry.
' for India. ‘

Enclosure in No. 18. .
Senior Naval Officer, Aden, to Rear-Admiral W. R. Kennedy.

H.M.S. “ Cossack,” at Aden,
28th August 1894.
With reference to the recent action relative to the detention of
-boat “Tatsuta,” I have the honour to inform you of
the incidents resulting in this detention as follows :

On the 20th August, I received a reference sheet (Sub-Enclosure 1)
by post from the Commander of H.M.S. « Melita,” informing me that
the « Tatsuta ” was leaving Port Said, presumably for Aden.

On receipt of this infpm_nation I proceeded with it to the Brigadier-
General, Governor of this Dependency, and conferred with him as to
the action to be taken in view of the proclamation of neutrality, a copy
of which he had supplied me with.

As there scemed a doubt of her locus standi, the Governor telegraphed
to England for instructions (vide No. 1) and pending an answer I
proceeded to raise steam for full speed, intending, with the Governor’s
concurrence, to detain her.

A telegram was received by the Governor from the India Office,
giving directions, but not in answer to his telegram (vide No. 3), and,
consequently, as the instructions therein were clear, I assumed no action
on my part was necessary, and put out fires.

Though Perim is not in my Division, I had decided to go there if' the
«“ Tatsuta ” had been reported as being there, as apparently no
Mediterrancan cruiser was in its vieinity. The Governor had laid an
embargo on supplying her with coal, both here and at Perim, which I
intended if necessary to enforce.

In the forenoon of the 25th an answer was received from the
Secretary of State to the Governor’s former message (vide .N 0. b)
practically the same as before. .

On receipt of this information, 1 .mtormed the Admiralty l?y tele‘gl'al)h
(Sub-Enclosure 2), you being, as far as I was aware, at Diego ‘Suarez
and no communication possible. S :

The ** Tatsuta ” arrived at 2 p.m. on le} '1ns§ant, and, in accordance
with the Governor’s request. I sent an officer in undress to board her

[is report on his return was that

and inquire if she was comnissioned.
no Japanese of any rank or character were on board ; the master, an

Englishman, who said e was only in charge of her with a navigating

vy
pa’lli‘;t)u; officer informed the Governor @o this' intent, apd he (the Gov_ernor)
requested me to have the proclamation of neutrality and p(jjnaltles for
non-compliance read to her crew. This I did 1)01:5(.)11&11){, having all the
crew mustered, the master being on board part of th_e time, as [ had to
o on board in his absence, as she was apparently weighing.
The crew, who seemed dissatisfied with their position, made several

inquiries of 1.e as to their safety and protection afforded, also if they

could leave hir if they wished. '
[ informed the Governor of all that had raken place, and restricted

the amount of coal to be embarked to sufficient for passage to Ceylon.
The ship went up harbour to coul.

Sir,

the Japanese gun
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On the 27th, at 1 p.m., I was informed by the Governor that the
greater part of the crew had interviewed him, and had endeavoured to
extract a “ safe-conduct ” from him, which he had of course declined to

ve.
nghe Governor then, considering the ship had been in harbour forty-
eight hours, that possibly she might illegally enlist men at Aden in lien
of those who had left, and also that the mails, P. and O, and M. M.
were hourly expected, who might bring Japanese or other foreign crews’
and further that the ship was anchored too far off for us to obserye her
movements, requested me (Sub-Enclosure 8) to direct her master either
to leave the port by 5 p.m. of that date, or he would be detained. This
I carried out (Sub-Enclosure 4).

Master’s reply to Governor’s ultimatum (Sub-Eneclosure 5).

At 5.10 p.m. the ship not having left, which, I had reason to know
had steam up, I obiained a steam tug from the Governor, sent up a
lieutenant and armed party and brought the ship down to a position
close to Her Majesty’s ship under my command.

I then retained an armed party of fifteen men on hoard her, and took
charge of her accordingly, giving directions to the officer in command
(Sub-Enclosure 6), and thus carried out the requisition of the Governor
(Sub-Enclosure 7). :

1 telegraphed this action to the Admiralty (Sub-Enclosure 8) as soon
as I had taken charge, and also to the Senior Naval Officer at Seychelle
“ Brisk ” or “ Redbreast,” (Sub-Enclosure 9) to be forwarded to you ;;
soon as an opportunity occurred.

The attached enclosures (copies of original telegrar
forwarded with the concurrence of the bBrigadier?Gelr?:zalhaﬁili?f’ exi
Resident, in order that the circumstances resulting in the ship’;' detentlic v
might be made clea{. : : on

1 have reason to believe that the portion of the “Tatsuta’s
have refused to preceed in her will be sent home sho;-?i; sas gf:x Whg
British subjects, in which case I intend reducing the guard I eﬁise
placed on board to only a sufficient number to ensure tha?, no att i
are made to leave the port, or that any persons other than the r(;m empts
of her crew enter or enlist in the ship. i

I have, &c.,
W. B. Fisaer, Commander
and Senior Naval Officer o L
Rear-Admiral W. R. Kennedy, ¢t Aden Division,
Commander-in-Chief.

Sub-Enclosure No, 1,

From Commander G. M. Henderson, H.M.8, « M lita. )
to the Senior Naval Officer, Adeg,lta’ at Port Said,

- | o
I beg to inform you that the Japanese cruiser 7‘t 'h‘attksllllot:s’!; :v&:?}?
) an

English crew, arrived here yesterday, and BAYV o 4
Japgan. " v probably leaves to-moproy for
The Captain states he is going to call af Aden.
I have, &ec.,

G. M. Hexprrson, ¢
: i « Comma;
and Senior Naval ( Miicer, PorltldSe;i'd
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Sub-Enclosure No. 2.
Telegram from Senior Naval Officer to Admiralty.

25th August 1894,
Japanese cruiser “*Tatsuta ” expected from Suez. Political Resident
informed by India Office. She is not to be detained or British crew

removed ; am acting accordingly.

Sub-Enclosure No. 3.

From Political Resident, Aden, to Captain W, B. Fisher, Commander
H.M.S. “Cossack,” 8. N. O., Aden Division.

. Aden Residency,
Sir, 27th August 1894,
With reference to the consultation we had this day, I have
the honour to request you will direct the Master of the Japanese
cruiser ‘ Tatsuta” to leave the harbour by 5 p.m. this day, and proceed
out of British territorial waters direct, and inform him that failing such
compliance the ship will be detained pending Her Majesty’s pleasure.

I have, &ec.
Joun Jorp, Brigadier-General.
. H.B.M. Political Resident, Aden.

Sub-Enclosure No. 4.
Commander W. B. Fisher to the Master of the * Tatsuta.”

In accordance with directions given me by Brigadier-General Jopp,
Political Resident at this port, I hereby direct you, Robert William

* Stranach, Master of Japanese cruiser * Tatsuta > to leave this harbour

by 5 p.m. of this day, and proceed out of British territorial waters
direct.

Failing such compliance you are notified that your ship will be
detained pending Her Majesty’s pleasure.

Given under my hand, at Aden, this 27th day of August 1894, at
2 p.m.
4 W. B. Fisugr, Commander,

H.M.S. * Cossack.”

Sub-Eneclosure No. 5.

From R. W. Stranach, Master, commanding H. J. I. M. S. “ Tatsuta,” to
Commander Fisher, Senior Naval Officer, Aden Division.
Aden,
Sir, 27th August 1894,
In reply to a your letter of this date, I beg to state that, as a
portion of my crew refuse to proceed in the vessel, I am unable to
comply with the orders therein conveyed. :
Even assuming that they now returned to duty, [ could not sail until

4 a.m. to-morrow.
I am, &c.,
R. W. StraNAcH, Master,
Commanding H. J. 1. M. 8. *“ Tatsuta.”

S. 48, D
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Sub-Enelosure No, 6,

From W. B. Fisher, Commander, and Senior Naval Officer, Aden T)ivic:
3 to Lieutenant Herbert J. O. Millar, H.M.§. « Co’s;ack]il”nlwsmn’

H.M.S, « Cossack,” at Ade
Memorandum. . N 27th August 1894, o~
It is my direction that you repair on hoard the J apanese cruigep

« Tatsuta” with the party placed at your disposal and take charge of
her accordingly.

2. You are fto tak.e such step.s as are necessary to prevent lor
proceeding to sea without permission being given for hep to do so
by me.

3. You are not to use more force to accomplish this
absolutely necessary, every means being taken to avoid
arms. :

- 4. You will prevent the men under your orders
or from mixing with the crew of the ship, keeping
especially at night.

5. You will place a constant sentry on the pog &
forecastle at night. POOp and also one o the

6. You are mnot to allow any one to come op board other than h
. her

resent crew, and watch very carefully for any fope: :
gnlisted men joining the ship. y foreigners or newly

object than is
a4 recourse to

from going below,
them entively apap,

7. The pistols with which your
night.

8. The ship being moored close to H.M §.
her if anything is required.

Darty are armed ape tq be loaded at

*“ Cossack,” you will hail

9. You are fo impress on your party that they aye :
to the crew of the ship and that no altercation taﬁycs p]af:?a \l\)r(iatlr(:;llllzt::lous
W. B. Fisugg, Commander,

and Senior Naval Officer, Aden Division

Sub-Enclosure No, 7,

From Political Resident, Aden, to Captain Fisher, R.N.

“ Cossack,” Senior Naval Officer, Aden Division » HLMLS,

Aden l_{csi(leucy,

In continuation of my letter of to-day, Capga‘ig]ﬁh%usg tmg‘l'.l
. " . Sk I‘a’“ac l,

commanding H.J.LM.S. “Tatsuta,” hayipe expressed hi oot
proceed to sea and to comply with the 01'(1(31:; s '<:l tns mability ¢,
I have the honour to request you will pat tV o 1o him by yoy
‘detain the vessel, pending further orders, which T 1 ake charge of and
home by wire. 7 Ave requested from

Sir,

K haVU, &c,,
Jony Jopp, Brig
- 5

.a)(ligr_-(}eucral,
s, Politieg) Resident,

i __—“‘\
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5 Sub-Enclosure No. 8.
Telegram from Senior Naval Officer, Aden, to Admiralty.

27th August 1894,
At .Governor’s requisition have taken charge of Japanese gunboat.
Majority of her crew having left, she is unable to proceed to sea.

Sub-Enclosure No. 9.
Telegram from Senior Naval Officer, Aden, to Navy, Seychelles.
: 28th August 1894.
Communicate the following information to the person indicated—
Admiral—by first opportunity :—
« At the request of Governor, have taken charge of Japanese gunboat

: ’Q?%?)}ity of crew having left, she is unable to proceed to sea.

« Admiralty informed.”

*y

: Sub-Enclosure No. 10.
To Robert William Stranach, Master of H.J.I.M. ship “Tatsuta.”

[. William Blake Fisher, holding the rank of Commander in Her
B ifannic Majesty’s navy, commanding H.M.8. ¢ Cossack,” and Senior

?1 | Officer of the Aden Division, in the exercise of the authority
N&zad in me by the Brigadier-General, Political Resident at Aden,
ﬂei;}})y detain His Japanese Imperial Majesty’s ship “ Tatsuta ”* pending
[-Ieer Majesty's pleasure, and I further direct and order you, Robert
William Stranach, temporarily master of that ship, or the crew under
vour command, to abstain from leaving this port until permission be
Jo8 n to do so, or to offer any resistance to the naval guard placed on -
i wgd that ship, as you will answer to the confrary at your peril.
)02(1} iven under my hand, at Aden, this twenty-seventh day of August
housand eight hundred and ninety-four.

W. B. Fisaer, Commander.

one t

A copy of these directions were given by me to the master of the

Aana W. B. F.
No. 19.
Admiralty to India Office.
M 0839. Admiralty,
Sir, ‘ 20th September 1894.

With reference to my letter of 13th instant, M 0327, I am
commanded by the Lords Commissioners of thp Admiralty to transmit
herewith, for the information of the Seci ‘tary of State, copy of a further
letter from the Commander of H.M.S. “Cossack,’: datefl 4th instant,
with copies of its enclosures respecting the detention of the Japanese
gunboat «Tatsuta ” at Aden. :

A copy of the enclosure has been sent to the Foreign Office.

I am, &e.,

Evax Macerrgor
The Under Secretary of State

for India,

e i e, ¥ TN 01, I o 3 -
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Enelosure in No. 19.
Senior Naval Officer, Aden, to Rear-Admiral W. R, Kennedy.

_ No. 61. H.M.S. * Cossack > at Aden
LS oo . : 4th September 1894 :
In continuation of my letter No. 57 of 28th August 1894, relati
to the detention by H.M. ship under my command, of H.I.J?M Sh\_re
“Tatsuta,” 1 have the honour to inform you that no furthey a'cti;){n -
regards that ship has taken place since my former repoet, and she qtfﬁ
remains in the charge of H.M.S. “ Cossack,” a guard being C()ntinuo;lql
o?]El]):omi\dI h.e,rtt(f prelv)f:.ntt her i'eaving or illegally enlisting a crew uit]}ei
of Her Majesty's subjects or foreigners who might arp o
arrangeme]nt i}171 the 1:101't. 5 i e R
To avoid any misunderstanding relative to the actual care of the

ship and her stores, I addressed (with the concurrence of the Brigadier. -

General, Political Resident) a letter to the master of «“ )
(vide Enclosure 1). ) h of the *Tateuta
Understanding from a communication recently rece; -
Commander of H.M.S. “Brisk ” that his ship “'}as t:? lrfo}(ziateﬂ?m tt}}l'c
place, and on his arrival I was to be ready for sea, I drew the 'mti(;) > i i
of the Political Resident to what I consider two im ort'u;(-, en-lo.n
regarding the projected movements of the ¢ Tatsuta-p )r‘i()r tPOI}an
detention (Enclosure 2), as I thought in my absence tlllis e ‘(()1 e
might be of service, and at a tinme when T mioht possibl l;e .;’I.ence
distance from the Political Resident. E f ok
' I have, &c.,
W. B. Fisugg,
Commander and Senior Naval Officer,

. Aden Divisi
Rear Admiral William R. Kennedy, S
Commander-in-Chief,

Enclosure 1 in above,
Senior Naval Officer, Aden, to the Master of the “ Tatsuta.”

: H.M.S. “Cossack ” at Aden
Sir, % : : 30th August 1894, X
2 s you may possibly misunderstand the meanine of the word

took charge” in my entry in your Log, and in the Way p
Detention, I wish you clearly to understand that those: a&rant -
only to ordinary * Police” or ¢ Military ” charge, to pl'e\'enf “}’or ¥ aPEIY
affecting neutrality in Her Majesty’s dominions and ¢ lll‘egulamtws
detention of the ship. O enforce the

In no sense does it relieve the officers of the
crew, from responsibility concerning the charge of storeg o ,
ship so far as the present anchorage permits, I)rcduﬁti( 'F{’.u"'f"' of the
or against any other ordinary nautical risks, unless it ¢ IS againgt fire,
they are due to the fact of the naval guard beine lm b ‘“‘"" be shown that
I bring these points prominently to your nofjee. in o Olm ,d’ consequently
clearly understand the position that you apg y,o'ur cllfp(“:r that you mg

14 1 [% &) 1 " e < ()C(’
wish to point out are entirely at your disposal and uney \foul;Py ; 1Who I
‘ i orders,

ship, or hep present,

I am, &e.,
W. B. Fisupg
Commander and Senjop N,ava,l Officer
p b

Mr. Robert W, Stranach, Aden Diyision,
Mastor of H.J.I-M. Shi[) o8 Ta,tsuta”’ Aden.

—
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Enclosure 2 in above.
Senior Naval Officer, Aden, to the Political Resident, Aden.

H.M.S. “ Cossack,” at Aden,
Six, 3rd September 1894.

As I am informed that H.M.S. “ Brisk ” may be expected here
on the Bth instant, for, T have reason to believe, the purpose of relieving
me as Senior Naval Officer of this division, I think that possibly it may
be of use to you to draw your attention to the following facts relative
to the detention of H.L.J.M. ship * Tatsuta ” in the event of questions
being raised when I shall be away from the vicinity of Aden.

1. On the 27th August, after you had requested me to communicate
with the Master of the “Tatsuta” relative to directing him to proceed
out of harbour at 4 p.m. (leaving it to my dlscretlon. as to Wllether tha
time might be extended to 5 p.m.), and to warn him that if, after the
time T had determined for him to sail, he remained in harbour, he would

" be detained, I wish to inform you that the Master told me distinctly he

could not have steam up before the following morning, in reply to my
inquiry if he could be ou@ by 6 p.m. or even later t!lat evening, for I
considered that the question of an hour or so in delaying her ‘departure,
if a sufficiently good reason could be adduced (your request that I should
use my own diseretion) would justify my permitting her to remain; but
in the face of the above reply of the Master, and also that his departure
at all, even the next or succeeding days, was, as he said, entirely dependent
on the crew returning to the ship, constituted a proviso, too indefinite
and problematical I thought for even consideration, so, having given
him till 5.p.m. (three hours) I warned him in the terms of which you

have already been informed.
Mr. Vidal of the firm of Luke, Thomas & Co. was present at the

interview.

9. After reporting to you the result of the foregoing communication,
and of the steps I intended, with your concurrence, to take re’latlve to
the detention of the ship, I proceeded on board the « Tatsuta,” to find
out what action was necessary on my part towards moving her to a
buoy nearer H.M.S. “ Cossack,” should the former still be in harbour
at 5 p.m. v S ot o

I asked the Master how many men would be required to raise the
anchor, his answer was that he thought he had steam enough for this,
and sent for his Chief Engineer. .‘Vhen he asked the‘ Chief Engineer as
to the steam being sufficient, the reply was, ¥ Of course, you had
ordered steam for proceeding @0 sea af 5 p.m.,” or words to t,ha.t intent,
thus impressing me with the fact that instead of steam not being ready
until the morning of the 25th, as statedgn shore, it was actually ready,
and by the Captain’s orders, at 5 p.m., 27th. s

To confirm this, one of the pilots, the same W.h() had mqorgd the ship
to No. 2 buoy, told me hefore Lieutenants :Smlt.h :1,1’1d Rimington, thgt
he had been directed by the Master of the «“ Tatsuta™ to be on hoard in
the afternoon of the 27th, to take the ‘ Tatsuta > out of harbour.

I have, &c.,
W. B. Fi1sHER,
Commander and Senior Naval Officer, -
Aden Division,

Brigadier-General John Jopp, C.B.,
Political Resident, Aden. :

8, 43, E
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o, . te of the written order) under penalty of detention
No. 20 11::) Eszc{;?nzog.lgogpliance, which was actually enforced by the “Tatsuta ”

Foreign Office to India Office,

_ %1Foreign Office,
With reference to your letter of the 192¢th inst;t]i?(»{oif }'894‘1
by the Earl of Kimberley to transmit to you, to he lz,xid befi)lmcted
Secretary of State for India, a copy of a note from the Japanes é‘}’ the
d’Affaires, and of the reply which has been returned to it, res )eet' 'lt-lr"e
vessel “ Tatsuta’ now under detention at Aden; and [ ’arﬁ ltoc m% the
that instructions may be sent to Her Majesty’s Political Resident, 'If (f]’u@t
. for the delivery of the “Tatsuta ™ to the authorized agent of tl'eJ‘" : HaR
Government on his arrival at that port. § S

I a'm, &C.l,
Fravois Bromes
The Under Secretary of State NCIs Beropry,
for India.

Eneclosure 1 in No. 20.
Japanese Chargé d’ Affaires to the Earl of Kimberley.

Japanese Legation, London,

Monsieur le Comte, ' 11th Octoher 1894
With reference to the detention of His Imperial Majest\}’s £or q
gunboat “ Tatsuta ”” by the British Authorities at Aden, Vicomte Xe kq
had the honour of addressing on the 29th of August a de’aspat(wfl 1;1 i
Lordship to which he received on the 1st of September from S%r T(l) Your
Sanderson an.lanswer on behalf of your Lordship. Eyanen
As the explanations of the incident civen in this desr sy
referred to the steps taken in respeet to the British s&ﬁiggttf ](lmpimc]]l)a]]y
“Tatsuta ” and did not enter upon the question of t]lu; ‘wt}f)arc the
against the vessel itself, except mentioning it incidentally V} o t&km}
came to the conclusion that it was your Lordship’s desiye tc?mt? ah
receipt of fuller information and.that a reply to his Otc_let the
relieving the Naval Authorities from their chares of the Iques‘_lon, as to
was reserved for further consideration. X > Lmperial Vessel,
In the meantime this Legation has received the dofailad i
Captain of the “Tatsuta,” copies of the officops 10(,1,3:1“ 'L‘;‘}lfport of the
the instructions of His* Imyperial Majesty's GOVGI'I?mcnt’ ; y te]egr&ph
- 1 have the honour to inform your ordship that in tix
Government, a distinetion should be made between th(\e .
liability of the British subjects serving on bom'd' (;F i
Majesty’s ship “Tatsuta” on account of t}e Foreion B ITH Tmperial
and the want of regard shown by the authopities al Ad :n Isthient, Aet,
to the public character of the vessel, coupled \\“it‘l'll (t I}i with respect
unprecedentequseverity in the application of the Hiel tt"llitl lbi Xereise of
I regret to inform your Lordship that according t:) ty regulationg,
received, exception to the proceedings of the :Lutl.f,rities 1€ mformation

piion of my
ques(‘-lqn of the

s toton charce of by a party of men from Her Britannic Majesty’s
being E‘k“; cii.h,?l;;;looﬁve{gheld and took her to the buoy astern of Her
S}".P .'Os%h'esty’s ship « Cossack 7 where she is still detained.
Bn_tanm‘(?; 1'(!;]13(1 that the first act took place previous to the Neutrality

1 am mf_(()m having come into force at Aden, and the second is evidently
'Proclafril}sftil Cith the rules laid down by your Lordship in the letter to the
I Com e issioners of the Admiralty of the 7th August 1894. Tn the
Lords, ,’f)m‘]t],l ted that when the Order (i.e., Neutrality Proclamation) has
same it 1s’st‘1 force in the several Colonies and foreign possessions, any
been pptl]ln ]O llicerent may be ordered to depart ©*within twenty-four
ship ",f, b fz )Znti‘\,f exaeptinz always the case of stress of weather and
hours ™ a c.rljmol{ts deseribed therein.  Considering the Neutrality
other gnt]')u only came into force at Aden on the 27th August, and the
Proclama ]O[ls the Authorities knew, unable to get up steam or to move
-?hll’ being, 2 . of the desertion of the crew, resulting from the first act
in 00115‘3‘1’“‘3’1]0c ve. it could have been at least expected that twenty-four
rcferr?d to a Oroal d have been given from the time the Neutrality Act
hours_notlt? 3 “e n further consideration that His Imperial Majesty’s
ca_me“mtot 0:: » was undoubtedly a public vessel of a friendly Power,
ship rﬁ[‘a:l'l indirectly admitted by the letter addressed by Commander
whighr fac léa tain Stranach as * Master of the Japanese Cruiser
F1§her to, ’ ﬂI:e vessel should have been treated in conformity with
. qa‘(,suti‘h‘? £ fbe Foreien Enlistment Act which stipulates, “ Nothing in
Section 3t Y ntained shall subject to forfeiture any commissioned ship of
5 i Ac. ff; State. or give to any British Court over or in respect of
:: and Jf;)‘i%z-lltitled to recognition as a commissioned ship of any foreign
ey jurisdiction, which it would not have had, if this Act had

ey Passegéhorities felt some hesitation to recognize the * Tatsuta” as

e t'h(i::iomed vessel they could at any rate have applied Alinea 7 of
i oL ,3 ¢ the Forcigh Enlistment Act, which stipulates “ Nothing
chtlotlﬁi; s(:ection shall apply to any 1".oreig=n non-commissioned ship
% h’;s satched from any part of Her Majesty’s dominions after having
o l‘ ithin them under stress of weather or in .the course of a
R com‘e >f“l voyage, and upon which ship no fitting out or equipping of a
“ Pfe a-tidilza characctz‘.r has taken place in this coun't‘ry.” 1

ooy Acts of British legislation contain alter all only the positive

These AC f the general principles of international law on this subject,
1"“‘109513‘;1%11(:;1(-)013 to find were not put into practice by the authorities at
whic &)

Aden. o the lasl stipulation referred f:o, it is almost needless

W 1018:’::1 :1(()) l;ﬁtting out or equipping took place at Aden, and the
9 Obserwi vessel having been built in England is immaterial here,
fwtc 0i % f she was formally taken over by the officers of the
cons“i_f’rlu:ﬂ janese Navy at Newecastle-on-Tyne and the Japanese war
i e ragclliuist'(}d on the 28th Juiy 1894, that is previous to the issue
e i‘iritish Neutrality Proclamation, which only came into force in
?}tietiljenited Kingdom on the 12th of August, whilst the ship had left

tle-on-Tyne on the 31st of July.
Neweastle-on Tyne _ ' sk % ‘ ik
His Imperial Majesty’s Government, however, claim the recognition

be especially faken respecting two points, First, in :'il: Aden mygt, of their rights, not on the strength of the last-mentioned stipulations,
authority and jurisdiction assumed by the ()(nnm'md’x. " regard to the but because the “ Tatsuta ” was legally a publ_ug vessel (_)f t,h.e.J apanese
Majesty’s ship “ Cossack ™ in boarding on the é")tlu \()I Her Brim““ic ol State. Animated, however, by the most conc1'11.atory dispositions, they
Imperial Majesty’s ship. “ Tatsuta ”’ \il‘nmedi:utc]‘\-‘? August 1894 His & re f;u- from viewing the action of the pohtjlc;}l and nayal autho-
ordering the men to be mustered and readipyo o l‘_i“\ her arrival, and f, gjtieg in any other light than that-of a mis-interpretation of the
Proclamation, taking no notice of the ship bci?ng & .)nlgl;l;. fvl)'e N cutrality . principles of International law, in consequence of the fuct t.hat a 'Bntt'ISh
Japanese State flying the Japanese Naval gy 1 ¢ Vessel of gy, g subject was in command and other British subjects were navigating

As b the I mperial vessel. The confidence of the Imperial Government in the

Secondly, in regard to the act of the Naval Authowie:. . 1.
order of the Political Agent, on the 27t August,lﬁlil: lilltmh vflll'ccting, by
ship « Tatsuta” to leave territorial waters, withiy ¢ Nperial Majesty’s

) hours, (or tl}ree

Ny

amity and impartiality invariably displayed by the British Government
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in their relations with Japan is unshaken, and : gut
doubts regarding the spirit in which this quemp:m‘g_@ o{ any
adjusted. prompgly
Tt is fully within the power of Her Britannic Majesty’s Go Vi
to accept the solution already indicated in Vicomte Aoki’s q vernmeng,
the 29th of August, whilst T am able to inform your Lordshi pateh of
Imperial Government are prepared to send at once a duly 00}“1‘ ﬂlat the
Japanese officer and a sufficient Japanese crew to take ¢ missione
“atsuta” on her v;)lyage to Japan. ¢ of the
By recognising the equity of this modus of arranging the ¢
HeryBritannic Majesty’s Government would give fresh%dzgzél;\:s !
sincere desire to recognise that Japan is entitled to claim the bheir
rights as, under similar circumstances, the British Government v:&me.
have certainly upéleld on their own behalf. ould
The Japanese Government on their part do not hesitate to .
full appreciation of the duties which Her Britannic Majesty’s:l &‘;:'gm
ment are obliged to discharge as a neutral, by admitting that the fon:;

" of the restitution of the vessel should be in every respect such as would

be most agreeable to them and in conformity with the exigencies of the
sitnation.
: I have, &c.,
UcHipa.
The Earl of Kimberley, K.G- i

’

, Enclosure 2 in No. 20.
The Earl of Kimberley to the Japanese Chargé d’Affaires.

Foreign Office,
A 30th October 1894.
Her Majesty’s Government have given their careful consideration
to the views of the Japanese Government respecting the detention of the
Japanese vessel “ Tatsuta’ at Aden, as expressed in your note of the 11th
instant. They are of opinion that it would serve no useful purpose to
continue the dlsc_ussion of the complicated questions of law which have
arisen in connection with this case, owing particularly to the master in
charge of tl;e vessel and the whole of the crew being British subjects
and there being no Japanese officer in command of he;’. In view o]f tl ,
statement contained in your note, that the Japanese Govern .
prepared to send at once a Japanese officer and a sufficie tl:]]‘ent oy
crew to take charge of the “Tatsuta” on her vovage t:,m apanese
Majesty’s Government are ready to issue instructi yage to Japan, Her
Aden for the delivery of the vessel to the :;(lms" B v =)
Japanese Government upon his arrival at that au ‘ 1;ouzed Agent of the
Her Majesty’s Government presume fl o
manned at Ad i 5t o fuat the
at Aden with a crew no more than s
the vessel, and that she will not, unless a;u
operations until after she has been naviga

he “Tatsuta™ will he
fficient properly to navigate
tacked, be used for hostile
ted to & Japanese port,

. 1 have, &e.,
Monsieur Uchida, Kinssrigy,
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No. 21. :
India Office to the Political Resident, Aden.

India Office
A i
No. 20. 2nd November 1894.
to the accompanying letter from the Foreign

ki referzli(;(é October, and its enclosures, I am desired by

est that you will issue the necessary instructions for

‘?{[ :3 (ﬁcl)i‘:leiir t(;)f 1':1(11: « Tatsuta > to the authorised agent of the Japanese
1 v

e n his arrival at Aden.
Govunmc,nt 0 7 eI

S. C. BAYLEY.

r Britannic Majesty’s
i Political Resident, Aden.
».§.—A copy of this letter and enclosures has been sent to the

Governments of India and Bombay.

No. 22. |

Foreign Office to India Office.

Foreign Office,
12th November 1894.
, o to my letter of the 31st ultimg, I am directed 13y
o Wéth rg;else;iz j:%r Toreign Affairs to transmit to you, to be laid
the Secretaly a correspondence, as marked in

8 Fowler, the copy of
before Mr. Semetaryug?che rolease of the Japanese gunboat Tatsuta "’

the margin, respecti
at Aden. ke
' FraNcis BERTIE.

Sir,

The Under Secretary of State
for India.

Enelosure 1 in No. 22.

The Japanese Chargé &’ Affaires to the Barl of Kimberley.

Japanese Legation,
Monsiour le Comte, ' 5th November 1894.
: to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's

the honour . cely
1 hare in which your Lordship informs me that Her

a0th ultime, 1 1 : . -
?;Qz&%fnifg“ﬁ:;zsty,s Gm’»-crn ment are ready to issue instructions to their
rl

for delivery of His Imperial Majesty’s gunboat
2‘?]?(:12%:‘6” ﬁ)d’sl?e authorised ggent of the Japanese Government upon
: <val at ti ort. :
i m'l-l:’;ill thI’“ll)z;zgP]eave to state that I'liave mot failed to report by
¢ 1I\n,-31qh);’o my Government the purport of your Lordship’s communi--
. L'glpand that now I am instructed by them to request that Her
ca,|t.1t(> 1:1,11ic Majesty's Government will be good enough to issue necessary
iB”t,au'c‘cions to their authorities at Aden for the delivery of the vessel to
o - t of the Japanese Government, who, with the

! agen
the authorised o : el ) )
Japanese officers and crew just sufficient to navigate her, will be

tched to that port at once. Lo : :
desip:m further authorised to state that, in compliance with the state-

ment contained in your Lordship’s note, His Imperial Majesty’s
Government will _undeg-take to man the vessel at Aden with a crew no
h‘

S. 5!
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more than sufficient properly to navigate her,
attacked, for hostile operations until after sl
Japanese port.

and not to use pep
unless
e has been navigat’edxioes:.v

I have, &c_’

The Earl of Kimberley, K.G., Ucaipa,

&e., &e.y &e.

Enclosure 2 in No. 22.
The Earl of Kimberley to the Japanese Chargé d’Affaires.

iy Foreign Office,
Sir, 12th November 1894

I have the honour to inform you, with reference to your note.of
the 5th instant, that Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India was
requested on the 31st ultimo to issue the necessary instructions to Her W
Majesty’s Political Resident at Aden for the delivery of the * Tatsuta ”
to the authorised agent of the Japanese Government on his arrival at
that port.

I have, &ec.,

: : KiMBRRLEY.
Monsieur Uchida.

&e., &e.

No. 23.
Foreign Office to India Office.

2 .
Foreign Office,

2 11th December 15
With reference to my letter of the 12th ultimo,bgmm);,l f}ii?li’éed

by the Earl of Kimberley to transmit to you, to .

Secretary of State for India, the accompanyvjng ((3011)); (];fm; geftore the '
the Japanese Chargé d’Affaires, stating that Commander QOI? e (-
Mukoyama, of the Japanese Navy, will leave Japan for Ag ’“blmkld” C -
15th instant, with the necessary Japanese officers and o ‘en about the

take charge of the vessel “Tatsuta ”; and I am ¢, re “’é“ oraer to

Majesty’s Resident at Aden may be so informe, quest that Her

Sir,

I am, &C.,

The Under Secretary of State Fraxors Berurg,

for India.

Enclosure in No, 23,

l Ja ¢ Il oy L I( s U e dar Of' .

M. le Comte, l',I"}npa'nese chation,
T have the honour to inform youp Lordshin ??Omber 1894,
vour Lordship’s note of the 12th ultimo, thyt Hisl'i With refereneg 4,
Government have appointed Commandey Shinkichi \ml’erlal Miljestv’g
Imperial Navy, as their duly authorize( agent to ll‘i]il:k(])yama, of {he
“1C Charge of Big

23

< Matanta o
Tmperial Majesty’s gunboat 'l,f;**‘glt“: O‘I}lhe": V&)gaog to szflipan’ &ng
“l"l{] Cosamander, MREOY@RS, Wit cie TSseriary dApuieac HIRcors o
et

. X for Aden about the 15th instant.
crew, will leave Japan 1o I am, &ec.,
UcHIpA,

The Earl of Kimberley, K.G.,
&ec., &e., c.

No. 24.

India Office to Foreign Office.
India Office,
13th December 1894.

desired by Mr. Fowler to acknowledge the l'ece_ipt of your
Iam elsﬂ Tecember, and to acquaint you, for the information
letter of :Ch‘" 1" 1 of Siate for Foreign Affairs, that Her Majesty’s
of the N‘)’""_’.“l“"‘u .t Aden has been instructed to deliver Iis Imperial
Political kuesi Lfl ', eunboat * Tatsuta ” into the charge of Commander
J?Pa]"f’sl?iBﬁ%ﬁ:é};‘uﬁa of the Japanese Navy, on the arrival of that
Shinkick e

officer at Aden. I have, &ec.,
A. GoDpLEY.

Sir,

tate
'he Under Secretary of State,
" Foreign Office.

No. 25. v
India Office to the Political Resident, Aden.

99 India Office,

i xS 14th December 1894f.
v am desir Mr. Fowler to forward herewith, for your infor-
2 mation copy of a letter® from the
Foreign Office, dated 11th De-
onclosure, reporting the appointment of Commal}der
uma, of the Japanese Navy, as the .duly, authorised
Japanese agent to take charge of His Imperial Majesty’s gunboat
“"L!atsuta,” now under detention at Aden, and fo request that, on the
wival at Aden of Commander Mukoyamz}, who ._leav:;s Ja}_)a,n about
3111211‘5Lh instant, you will deliver the vessel in question into his.charge.

% Enclosure No. 23.

cember, and
Shinkieb1 Mukoy:

I have, &c.,
S. C. BAYLEY:

The Political Resident, Aden. /

No. 26.

Foreign Office to India Offices
Foreign Office,
Sir, 22'11(1 December 1894..
With reference to your letter-of the 13th instant, I am directed
by the Barl of Kimberley to {ransmit '1',0 you, to be laid be‘fore the
S:-crut-:u'y of State for India in Ufmnml, a copy of a nofe from the
Japancse Chargé d’Affaires at this Court, stating that Commander

e e = T
% i ot
-
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to take over the Japanese gunboat *Tatsuta.”

I am, &e.,

The Under Secfetary of State
- for India.

Enclosure in No. 26.

have the honour to inform your Lordship t}
has left Japan for that port on the 16th ilr)lstal,zg, Commander
: I have, &e.,

The Earl of Kimberley, K.G.,
&e., &e.

No. 27.
Foreign Office to India Office.

- Foreign Office,
19th January 1895,

Japanese vessel “ Tatsuta,” I : : ClCe  respecting the
5 atsu un direct 4 ) 1€
) am directed by the Earl of Kimberley to

transmit to you, to be laid before the Secretary of State for India. ]
1a, the

With  reference to previous corresponde

v

rendered necessary.

I am to request that you will inform M ) !
Lord Kimberley thinks that, in the circunlsltgncsezcrsbpt:é.iyal]j'o“;ler o
should be sent to the Governor of Bombay to allov:r sﬁch P
executed to the “Tatsuta ™ as may he strictly necessary i‘gpalrsblto e
to hold the sea on her voyage to the Japaﬁese port i ’ena fie
now. proceeding, and His Lordship would be olad if i)l‘-‘
Fowler would inform the Governor of Bombay? by telernl*z.mp
p o

; effect.

L amhto add that the terms of this suggested telegram are b
| upon those of a telegraphic instruction, which was ser ,;‘u(l‘ ased
‘ Colonial Office (with the concurrence of this ])Cl)artme]:t 0

3l P 'S f ( < 9 *
Governors of Hon,{ J\on'g? of Ceylon, ard of the Str
on the outbreak of hostilitics between France
1885.
I am, &e.,

The Under Secretary of State
for India.

Mukoyama left Japan on the 16th instant, en route for Aden. in order

FraNcis Berirg.

The Japanese Chargé d’Affaires to the Earl of Kimberley

M. le Comte. i gt %;p%lese Legation,

I have the honour to acknowledge the l'eceipt,l 6fc?§l?1bf 1894 :
note of the 14th instant, informing me that Her Britg}l T Lordship’s
Polgtlcal, Resident at Aden has been instructed tlo delive;-1 I]151[(3
Majesty’s gunboat « Tatsuta ” into the charge of Command ILS([
of the Imperial Navy, on his arrival at Aden; and at thee:a

Majesty’s

me time [
Mukoyama

accompanying copy of a Note from the Ja TN

this Court, regl.lesting that telegraphic instrll)lililieosgs(zﬁ:;bged A%alres i

proper authorities at Bombay to allow the vessel to be docljgg to the

port for the purpose of repair, which her’ long detention at A(zllgntilxat
as

hich she is

‘&i-ts Settlements,
and China in January

r 4
T. H. SaxpErsox,

e executec

. 2b

Enclosure in No. 27.
Chareé d’Affaires to the Earl of Kimberley.

Japanese Legation,
17th January 1895.
. e vour Lordship that I have received
4 t(t !él(fgt;;;xgént to the cﬁ]’ect that His Imperial
has been duly delivered into the charge
¢ the Tmperial Navy, by the British autho-
d that I am instructed to state
would feel greatly indebted

The Japanese

Monsieur le Comte,
1 have the honott

telegraphic ad
Majesty’s gunbo

’ 9 kO ama, (.)
& Uommiggﬁl (1)\111uthg~ 14th instant, an

rities ab . acty’s Government
that His Tmperial Ma ]Ci 5« Government could telegraph the necessary
Majesty * ot Bombay to allow the vessel to

sp IT Rt ¢ dve
f Her Britantiy - o authorities
;l'lSTpllCtiOIlS to tlllc tpul))g(l,; 111(1;1 o pitepioe
ced at tha ' AP
be docked ab ¥ jored ncoessary.
. i £y as ren er

detention at Aden has I bave, &c.,

UcHIDA.

o of repair which her long

o op Kimberley, K6

——

No. 28.
y of State to Viceroy, 23rd January 1895.
notifies delivery ¢ Tatsuta” to
thorities at Aden, and asks permission to
epairs.  Please instruct Bombay in
State to Viceroy, bth February

Telegram from Secretax
o8 rnment
Japanese Gover?

civil au
necessary ¥
Secrefary of

Foreign. .
Japanese officer by
oA hay for
dock at Bom yf. )
terms telegratl i

1885.

No. 29.

: , to Foreign Office.
India Office 0 ; India Office,
28rd January 1895.

Fowler to acknowledge the receipt of your

sir 110 111,' . - o
 Tam d(‘rs(u‘(]/(1 Jg?; . respecting the dellvery_ into the charge of
Jetter of the 19% o} the Japanese Navy, of the Japanese gun-
(fomman

s M,‘fk"yﬁﬁgi and to acquaint you, for the infgrlpation of
boat « Tatsuta, T Jey {hat, in accordance with His Lordship’s request,
the Barl of .Km}bﬂl e?h"a_ have been instructed to allow such repairs to
the authorities 111ﬂ On“ atsuta ” at” Bombay as are strictly necessary to

to\] 1 ]{ilc sca on her voyage to the 11(‘arest.11utmnal port or
enable her .tO o whichever may be nearér, such repairs to be carried
o deSt'clllll;1 tslggérvi jon of the local suthorities.
il ‘ I have, &c.,

A. GODLEY.

retary of State

mivn ndel‘ SL‘C
The U flice.

" Foreign 0
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