





2, ‘When in the year 1865, the Secretary of State expressed his willingness to receive terms
of compromise from me, I submitted, through the Government of Madras, among other things, a list
of my debts, amounting to Rupees 40 lakhs. This matter was of the first and highest importance,
and I expressed my conviction that though the amount of my debt was large yet it could be com-
pounded for Rupees 27 lakhs, or for a little more than eight annas in the rupee. Two years
afterwards, in 1867, from the letter which was handed to me by the Chief Secretary to Government,
containing the terms of comprise on the part of Her Majesty's Government, {subject to either

adoption-or rejection without any alteration), I observed that Her Majesty’s Government wished -

to make me a gift of Rupees 15 lakhs for the liguidation of my whole debts. Considering the
straightened circumstances in which they were placed who assisted me with their money and
property, and held themselves my sureties during my pecuniary difficulties, I, as a drowning man
grasps at a straw for help, accepted, chiefly for the purpose of saving the honour and credit of my
sureties, a compromise which affected my ancestral dignities and pecuniary emoluments attached
thereto, and when Government took upon themselves the disposal of the fifteen lakhs for settle-
ment with my creditors, I felt satisfied that my sureties would be wholly relieved from their
respective responsibilities. But from the unfavourable circumstances of the time, my expectations
were not realized ; because Act ILL. of 1867, passed in that year, was framed in such a mauner
that such of my creditors as would not submit their claims to the Commissioner appointed by that
Act were not in any way deprived of their liberty of aetion against my sureties.

3. When the Draft Act was first published, I brought to the notice of the Madras Govern-
ment the unfavourable effect such an Act would produce on my credit?rs, and that the most
iinpgrtant amongst them would not avail themselves of its promises m.Jless it was made compulsory
on them to accept them and they'were left without.any pthef- a.ltex:natxve resource.

4. In April 1867, a Commissioner was appomtec? to investigate and settle my debts. He
invited my ereditors, by public notification in the Official Gazette, to submit their claims to him
within three months. As some of the unsecured creditors only submitted their claims, the Com-
missioner extended the time to three months more. After such extension all the unsecured credi-
tors and also two or three secured creditors submitted their respective claims to him. It was after
this that several of the secured creditors expressed their willingness to submit their claims to the

- Commissioner if he would extend the time a little longer ; but he declined to do so. n

- 5. Perceiving that my primary object, which was the settlement of my secured dbl;'é‘s‘, had not

Been realized, I appointed a Commissioner to receive the claims of my secured creditors, including
the mortgagees of my family jewels. The claims thus received, including interest at high rates,
amounted to Rupees thirty lakhs, toliquidate which I applied to Government for the loan of Rs. fifteen
lakhs, as I hoped to compound with these cf'editors by paying eight annas in the rupee, and by
re:hitting the interest, and if fifteen lakhs were found insufficient, I had arranged to scll my own
family jewels to make up the difference. But Government were only inclined to lend me
Rupees twelve lakhs, and that also upon the understanding that it should be repaid by instalments
of Rupees 1,00,000, instead of Rupees 50,000 per annum, as originally proposed by me when I
asked for the loan. ThoughI was perfectly aware that that twelve lakhs would not suffice, yet, under
the pressing circumstances of my condition and those of my sureties, 1 was obliged to accept the
offer. Had Government entrusted these twelve lahPs also to the Commissioner appointed under Act
1L of 1867 for settlement with my secured creditors, perhaps the whole of my debts would have
been easily paid off in the same manner as my unsecured debts were with the fifteen lakhs, my
family jewels would also perhaps have been redeemed, and I wonld haye been a great gainer. It
was further rendered difficult for me to settle ‘my secured debte by the peremptory conditions on
which the loan of twelve lakhs was g,tranted, and on the fulfilment of which alone it was made availa-
ble. Instead of giving the amount into my hands to make the best arrangement I could, the Goy-

ernment required me to furnish them first with a Deed of Consent from my ereditors and that also -

within a very limited time, otherwise, they said, the monoy would be applied to public purposes of the
State, and they insisted upon my sending to them the Deed of Consent by my creditors. Under the
pressure thus put on me I was obliged to conform to their wishes ; giving up the plan I had in
view to settle my debts, viz., to sell the jewels first and adding the proceeds so realized to the
general fund before beginning with the distribution. Hada longer time allowed me I should have
been able to make a better settlement with my creditors, bug knowing as they did that I was com-
pellcd to complete my arrangements within a given time, they took advantage of the circumstance
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and insisted on their high terms, to which I was compelled to yield lest I should altogether lose
the relief T had expected to realize by the loan of Rupees twelve lakhs. ;

6. Thus I obtained the Deed of Consent from my several creditors, omitting those holding
mortgages, at a heavy loss. Isubmitted this Deed of Consent with a list of the creditors, including
some of them who declined to subscribe to the deed. On receipt of these documents Government
appointed their Solicitor, Mr, Prichard, and my Chief Secretary, Hydar J ung Bahadoor, as Trustees
for the distribution of the Rupees twelve lakhs among my secured creditors, and directed the
Accountant General to pass their receipts. From this amount the trustees distributed Rupees
eleven lakhs and 70,000 and odd among all except a few creditors in full discharge of their claims,
and there remained a balance of about Rupees 30,000 being the portion allotted to the feyw
creditors who had not accepted the offer. From this amount Government sanctioned Rupees 3,000
as gratuity to Mr. Prichard, also Rupees 1,200 for his law costs.

7. In this interval those creditors who had not accepted the offer arrested my eldest son °
Zaheerood Dowlah Bahadoor, who was one of my sureties. The aggregate amount for which he
was arrested was Rupees 85,000. To release him from this arrest I applied to Government, and
received payment of Rupees 25,000 and odd, the then remaining balance of the twelve lakhs of
rupees, and raised from the native Bankers, at a high rate of interest, Rupees 60,000, and released
my son.

8. My fourth son, Mouzzuzood Dowlah Babadoor, who was involved in debts on his own
account, to the amount of Rupees 1,14,000, was also arrested. As the time for conferring the title
of Prince of Arcot upon me and my four sons was Just then approaching, my sense of honour did
not permit me to see him in the Debtors’ Jail when the Royal Letters Patent, in which his name is
also mentioned, was to be read to the august assembly that was present on the occasion of the
public ceremony, when it was delivered to me by Her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen’s repre-
sentative, the Governor of Fort St. George. I thereforo took upon myself the responsibility of
paying his debts, by giving to his creditors promissory notes signed by myself and my said son, and
released him from arrest. To my other sons, who were also involyed in debt to the amount of
Rupees 50,000, I afforded relief in a similar manner, while I had to mect the expenses of the mar-
riage ceremonies of my own children and grandchildren, which cost me much, All these different
circumstances, and their high rate of interest calculated at compound interest from time to time,
has caused my debt now to amount to Rupees six lakhe. I effected, with the greatest difficulty and
personal inconvenience to myself and family, a saving in my expenditure to mect these payments,
but my best economy does not suffice even to pay the interest thereon at 12 per cent. per annum,
The hardship which in consequence I and my family feel is intolerable. It has broken down my
health, and if immediate relief is not forthcoming I am,afraid I shall soon be o complete wreck.

9. The relief I now seek for rests entirely in the hands of His Grace, the Right Honourable
the Secretary of State for India, to grantme, and it will‘make my remaining days happy and com .
fortable. I ask for a loan of Rupees six iakhe, to be repaid from my personal income in the same
manner a8 the loan of Rupees twelve lakhs is being paid, viz., that the said amount to be recovered
by monthly payments from my personal income of Rupees 1,50,000,

'10. The loan of Rupees twelve lakhs has, by the blessing of a gracious Providence, been now
reduced to Rupees eight lakhs. I offér the remai ning Rs. 50,000 of my personal allowance towards
the repayment of the Rupees six lakhs which I now ask for from Ilis Grace the Secretary of State for
India, and which I earnestly hope I may succeed in obtaining through your Lordship’s kind inter.
veition. Although the remaining balance, Rs. cight lakhs, will be paid off within the next eight
years, or in ‘August 1881, yet I shall continue to pay the whole of my personal allowance Rs. 1,50,000
toward the repayment of the Rupees six lakhs which I now apply for until the whole be liquidated,
which will be in the year 1882, :

11. Perhaps it may be doubted whether I may not after the last mentioned loan, if granteq, .
be involyed again in debts. To remove all such doubts I pledge my word of honour to Her Majesty’s
Government that I shall never involve myself again into fresh debts directly or indirectly ag long
as I am alive, :

12. Should I be so fortunate as to succeed in my application from the Right Honourable the
Secretary of State by your Lordship’s advocacy, I assure you, my Lord, my remaining days will be
happier, my health will be invigorated, and my life will be prolonged, and thus I hope to be able to
gee the loan now sought for fully paid off during my lifetime. Trusting your Lordship will sup-




port with your powerful recommendation, and submit this my application to His Grace the Duke of
Argyll at an early date for his kind and favourable consideration.—What more ?
: (Signed)  AZEEM JAH.
(True Translation.)
(Signed) HYDUR JUNG,
Chief Secretary to His Highness
the Prince of Arcot.
P.5.—I am at the present moment stretched on a bed of severe sickness, I therefore beg to
appeal to your Excéilency as one who will perhaps never again trouble your Excellency or Her

Majesty’s Government. Ibeg of your Excellency to submit to IHer Majesty’s Government the~

ancient friendship of my forefathers for the British nation and the good service rendered by them,
the great advantages that have accrued to the British Government by the transfer to tlrem of the
territories of the Carnatie, “the loyalty, attachment, and devotion of myself and family, the great
loss I have sustained by entering into a compromise which has destroyed my social and political
position, and reduced the amount of revenue which I would otherwise have enjoyed ; and to sctli.cit
on my behalf that, in consideration of all these circumstances, so worthy of favourable recognition
and commisseration, that Government will be pleased in the event of my death to pay my debts, and
not permit my memory to be abhorred after me and my-honour to sink and stained, or gllow my
chil?ren to be dogged all their days by the embarrassments of a debt inherited from me in conse-
ques- of their being my surecties.

" 2. Inthe event of my demise, Government will at once realize a gain of Rupees one and a
“half lakhs per annum, may I entreat that this gain may be generously applied, as if I continued to
live a few more years, in the liquidation of my debt as well to Government as to others.

£ | (Signed)  AZEEM JAH.

(Trye Translation.)
(Signed)  HYDUR JUNG,
Clief Seeretary to His Highness
the Prince of Arcol.

From Captain F. H. TYRRELL, Government Agent and Paymaster of Carnatic
" Stipends, Chepauk, to the Honourable D. F. CARMICHAEL, Acting

Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated Chepauk, 17th
March 1874, No. 95. :

1 have the honour to transmit herewith a letter from the Prince of Arcot,
No. 39, dated 14th instant, addressed to His Excellency the Governor, soliciting
Rupees six lakh_s to relieve the family from their embarrassments. :

TRANSLATION.,
God is Merciful.
SnavpEr Manur,
14tk March 1874.
No. 39 of 1874.

To
' His Exeellency the Right Honourable LORD HOBART,

Governor of Madras.

On his dying bed and almost with his last breath, my late revered father, whose memory be
ever blessed, addressed* to your Lordship an
earnest appeal respecting the involved eondition
in which he, his sons and relations then were,
and he entreated of your Lordship your commisserate consideration of their desperate condition,
The relief thus sought has not yet been afforded, and as the incidence of the circumstances set forth
in my father's appeal still presses wit_h intolerable acuteness, I feel compelled to address your
Lordship on the same subject, and in doing g0 venture to entertain the hope that I will not be con-
gidered either importunate or troublesome.

® 94th November 1873, No 89.

2. The circumstances of our family at present are such that I trust they will meet from your
Lordship such consideration as they really merit. Every one of us are at the present moment
ander pecuniary obligations for sums so large that it is not possible for us to entertain the least

Hope of ever being able by our:own means of rescuing ourselves from the same. Although the
privilege I enjoy in right of the title and dignities I have acceded to exempt me from the jurisdie-
tion%of the Civil Courts, yet a sense of honour stings me, which will remain unalleviated until the
debts of my father-are fully liquidated ; while, with regard to my brothers, the creditors knov;ing
that my father’s personal income has ceased with him are becoming clamorous, and some of them
have already resorted to extreme measures, and the personal liberty of my brothers is threatened
every hour, a circumstance the contemplation alone of which causes me the greatest pain.

3. In his representation alluded to above, my father entered fully into the history of his
obligations, and it is therefore unnecessary for me to recapitulate them here. But your Lordship
will have observed from the details set forth in that document, that the cause of these obligations
was mainly owing to the insufficiency of relief afforded. Had the full amount agked for by my
father been given and given in time, our present circumstances would have been far different irom
what they now are.

4. But having failed to obtain the relfef asked for in time and to the extent that was actually
and absolutely necessary to effect a complete settlement, my father was unable before his demise to
relieve us from the obligations we entered into on his account. The total amount of the debts
remaining unpaid aggregate Rupees six lakhs. An amount which, as already stated, we cannot
hope ever to liquidate unaided, and I therefore venture to submit our present circumstances to
your Lordship, in the fervent hope that your Lordship will not permit such a state of indebtedness
perpetually to dog the members of our family now so exalted by the title and dignitiss conferred
on it by Her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen.

5. I therefore pray your Lordship will submit our present circumstances to His Excellency
the Viceroy and Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India, and to solicit that, in consideration of
the ancient friendship of our forefathers for the British nation, the
them, the great advantages that have accrued to the British Gover
them 9{ the territories of the Carnatie, the loyalty, attachment and devotion of our family, and the
large amount of Rupees 1,50,000 per annum that has lapsed to Government by the demise of my
revered father, to afford us, as a last act of generosity on the part of the British Government, com-
Pplete relief from our present embarrassments, for which all the members of our family will’to the
latest generation ever feel most grateful.

(Signed) AZEEM JAH ZAHEER-O00D-DOWLAH.
(True Translation.)
(Signed) HYDUR JUNG,
Chief Secretary to His Highness
the Prince of drcof,

good services rendered by
nment by the transfer to
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