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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Politi '
, Political De
26th July 1872. S
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Referred to the Collector of Malabar for early report.
Forr 8St. GEORGE, (Signed) W, HUDLESTON,

8th April 1872.
Officiating Chief Seeretary.

—— —

No.26.  From A. MACGREGOR. E |
Ohial” Bocreliry o ioves » Esq., Collector of Malabar,
April 1872, No. 28.

[ 4 .have thfa honour to report as follows on the subj
regarding ferries between this distriet and Cochin for
ment of the 8th instant.

2. The subject under discussi e
: on relates partly to the r
. M - :
p)artloular ferry ; but IPO(')(ZS the entire question of the frontier i? nt' reutmmg g s
Palghaut down to the limits of the district in the direction of Coch'.rles Bl
in,

3. To deal first with the former questi i ¢

letter. that two new ferries had been s;larisegoz’y ttllllz Dl;z:iilf Omp;au.]e.d in his first

'fr.onher stream in the vicinity of the Sircar Poovathum C zgt e e

distance to the north and another a short distance to the 50 l;1 Bha¥ia L
4. On referring to the local authorities for report it:: .

ferry had been established to the south, and that the ferry t o e

the first time, had in reality been working for a ye I Roheatad for

to the Officiati
nment, Fort St. George, dated Ca.licutf 1821;2123

warded with your endorse-

- i arr'
5. 1In the Diwan's second letter he apparentl

reg_al‘ds the southern ferry. Owing to his having foz"w:rlctll:cllmws = complaint as
plaint I have found great difficulty in tracing no map with his com-

i : the exact subject. s
since the last time the dispute came up the Southern D‘:b.l‘fj:t méa;ter, es:pecxally as
has changed hands. puty Collector’s division

6. On a careful scrutiny of the recor
Poovathu.m (:!addavoo, now alluded to as if igze};:v;e;‘;er?yltfl:: that, in fact, this
the Cochin S.u'car had an undisputed right, is the ferry which 1 ;froceeds of.which
and the rer.ltmg of which by the Sircar forced Mr. Ballard ]:9 o the last dispute,
compensation to the renters of two British ferries, as refer’r:a :n 'Collector » to pay
the Board of Revenue dated 20th October 1868, No, 7511 IO 1 Proceedings of
with those Proceedings, Mr. Ballard states that the uést" o b lotter, printed
ment Poovathum ferry belonged had been mooted sgm Wi
and was then under investigation and would be settled :hter
did not happen, and, as stated by Mr. Ballard in the eno1
letter of the 3rd April 1872, the matter was not deﬁnizel u
7. In regard to the selling of this particular ferr {t
oversight, the Deputy Collector not being aware ot‘whg; h
I agree with 1(!idlr Ballard that until some settlement is m
be maintained. I have, therefore, gi y
question. j » given orders for shutting up the ferry in
8. The late Deputy Collector in charge of the South
; opinion that the Cochin Government had no right or j ’ud'
‘boundary river, its territories being confined to the ma:u.m g
of this he pointed to the fact that excepting the twogff:ro

© ago by the Resident
ly; but somehow this

timate paragraph of his
disposed of.

er'n Division was of
ction whatever on the
f the stream. In proof

i ries then claimed every

b 1

as to which Govern-.

ect of Mr. Ballard’s lettey

seems to have been an '
ad formerly passed, and -
ade the stafy quo should
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single ferry on the frontier between the Ponani Taluq and Cochin had lang since
been rented out by the British Government, no part of the proceeds being ever

paid to Cochin.
9. He further pointed to the fact that the jenmi shistom on the islands in

! the river had always been enjoyed by this Government. i B ¥

confirm this point, and it seems a conclusive argument on our side.

10. As regards the Poovathum ferry, the Deputy Collector denied any
enjoyment by the Cochin State based on a lawful title, and attributed their qudsi-
possession to the inattention of our officers, the Cochin' ryots having first kept
boats for their own convenience, and subsequently, a fair having been started at
Madalagom, in our territory, the ferry became profitable.

11. Kguity seems to suggest that a profit of this nature, arising owing to the
establishment of a fair, should go to the authorities on whom falls the expenditure
of various sorts created by fairs.

12." So far as I can learn the Cochin Government have never paid any
portion of the expense of keeping open the water communication which for thirty
miles forms the frontier and across which these ferries have been established. The
Imperial Budget used to provide for this under the head . Canal from Ponani to.
Cochin Frontier, 60 miles, at 110 Rupees a mile,” and a similar provision is now
made in the Calicut Local Funds’ Circle Budget. The first thirty miles are in
British territory ; but from the Yenamakal dam southwards the line of inland
navigation forms the boundary.

13. The annexed map will show how our ferries are situated on this line, and
the first step towards an adjustment appears to be for the Cochin authorities to fill
in the ferries they claim in their correct relative positions.

14. The eleven frontier ferries in Ponani are sold together with three other
ferries for a sum of 2,020 Rupees, so that the exact amount brought by the frontier
ferries is not known. '

15. It is, however, evidently considerably less than the cost of maintaining
the canal, and there would be no great objection to some arrangement being come
to for throwing the proceeds of ferries, both British and Sircar, together, and main-
taining the canal with its bridges therefrom, the deficit being made good by equal
contributions made by both Governments were it not that the subject of tolls on
boats is likely soon to come up.

16. The question of setting in order the entire line of inland communication
is now under discussion, and a report is, I believe, being drawn out by the Superin-
tending Engineer on the subject. If any considerable improvement is to be
effected, tolls would necessarily become a part of the gcheme. Apart from this con-
sideration these ferry tolls are not of great consequence, and it is chiefly the fear
that encroachments on this source of revenue will be used in support of claims to
toll the boat traffic that leads me to resist claims not supported by long custom.

17. Hitherto I have alluded merely to the frontier between Ponani and
Cochin ; but there is a water frontier along a portion of the Palghaut and Walluva-
nad Talugs, the Ponani river being the boundary. In the Walluvanad Taluq it 18
reported that there are 15 ferries, all rented out by the Cochin Sircar. Four of
these have been abandoned since the building of the Shoranore Bridge. There



19. I have called for g gk .
etch from the Iy
tions of these ferries in p Lol e Head Assistant sho ‘
received. sl Walluvanag, which T wij v;o’rlfvatge il
Td when

20. I fear from the tone of Mr. B:

'y‘ears, after which he appears to have had t},
l.revandrum, as I find they were returned
with a covering letter, dated

FORI'I‘ S1. Grorar, S;
ROtk April 1872, (Signed) .y, HUDLESTON
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g
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No. 27. From:n G. A, BALLARD: Es i
the Chief Secretary to Govex,'n 3
17th July 1872, No. 81,

Adverting to the eorrespondence nogeq

hgzlwﬁordn:;iqf :gyszGovemment. s IOtter’ No. 479

ri , No. 85 :
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2. I believe Government will not desire that I should follow the correspond-
ence in detail, for it seems to me that the settlement proposed by the Diwan in
paragraph 19 of his letter now forwarded is correct in principle and will be

neither difficult nor unsatisfactory in practice.
It is simply that the proceeds of the ferries on all the frontier waters should

be equally shared by both Governments.

8. If this principle is approved I would only suggest that the management
of the ferries should rest with the Government that has hitherto exercised it in
each case—the few disputed cases will be very easily adjusted when it matters little
to either Government which way decision goes—the net proceeds being divided
annually, and that intimation of intention to establish any new ferry be mutually

given hereafter.

From the Diwan of Cochin, to the British Residentin Travancore and Cochin, dated Ernacolum,
6th July 1872, No, 479.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No, 338, of the 6th May last, and
From Resident, to Officiating Ohief O 1tS enclosures herewith returned.

?;;;?ti}rgt ;%'Govefﬂment» drd April 2. Onareference to former correspondence I find that on the
From the Collector of Malabar to Chief 10th July 1867 I addressed the then British Resident complain-
PESTRIY, 28l &gl 1670, Ho. 38, ing of an attempt made by the British authorities in Malabar to
suppress the two Sircar ferries at Wullivuttum and Poovathum Caddavoo, which had always belonged
to this Government, and to establish two British ferries in their room. The complaint appears
then to have been considered a just one, for all interference with the farmers of the two ferries
ceased soon afterwards, and I find from the sixth paragraph of the Collector of Malabar’s letter *
e : : to Government that the then Collector of Malabarl gave compen-
08 apdl 1878, Mo 98 sation to the renters of the two newly-started British ferries.

3. Tor three years or more the renters of the Sircar ferries ahove alluded to were not
interfered with.

4. In July 1871, however, it was reported to me by the Moogoondapoorum Tahsildar that
the British authorities had established two ferries, one on either side of the Sircar ferry at
Poovathum Caddavoo, and I addressed you on the subject on the 16th August 1871.

5. It appears from Mr. MacGregor’s report above mentioned that only one ferry was started
by the authoritics in Malabar and that it was to the north of the Sirear Poovathum Caddavoo ferry.
There was, however, nothing to prevent the renter from having boats on either side of the Sircar
forry, the three ferries appearing from the Tahsildar’s report to have been within a few yards of
each other, and this circumstance probably led the Tahsildar to suppose that two new ferries had
been established.

6. In the fifth paragraph of the Collector’s report’to Government he speaks of my having in
y second letter apparently withdrawn the complaint as regards the southern ferry. This must
be a mistake, for in that letter and the one which followed it, dated respectively thé 13th
November and 4th December, I complained of ‘ the two ferries newly established,’’ and in my
letter of the 22nd March last T alluded to ** the two newly-established ferries."

7. The late Deputy Collector in charge of the Southern Division is stated to have been of
opinion that the Cochin Government had no right or jurisdiction whatever in the boundary river,
its territories being confined to the margin of the stream, and in proof of this he appears to have
adduced the following grounds, viz., that with the exception of the two ferries at Wullivuttum and
Poovathum Caddavoo all the ferries on the frontier between the Ponani Talug and Cochin had
long since been rented out by the British Government, and that the jenmi shistom on the fslands
in the river had always been enjoyed by that Government,
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8. W ith .regard to the ferr' v M
1es I believe the De :
we ex . puty Collector is e in hi ;
except the ferry at Treparayar, which aPpears always to have been ]: ﬂ‘:ct in his statement ;¢
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for the convenience o i

resorting to the pagoda which is un er the m gemen

' : 5 ‘ ;
(}ovfamment. He admlts, however, that thig Government too, have gometfe Mo o

. . €TTies on the river
two Gov?mments having had ferries on the frontier . fmd
one of them in the river or i g

of recent origin. That similar ferrieg
attributed to the Begligence of the 1oeq]

t $ s .
Dewan to Rosident, 10th* November hose the jenmi shistom on which i3 stateq to h

1805, No. 636. enjoyed b 35 ave been
Rosident to Dewan, 17th July 1865, tthZ : CY ;1_10 British Government This island jg mye Alwagy
No. 1259, ochin gide of the river than t, the Br h nearer

possession of their tenant for ahout four
3 years before th
and their tenant took possession of it. And although tielfg:lllet)iﬁcer: B iy
: - ctor

the fs]and. api)lf.ars Unquestionably to belong ¢, the Britigh GOVel'nxz yﬂ'lab
.acr';m'escci in this fiecmo.n, and much less gllow Possession g9 opy n% T rogret ghay I canngt
invalidating our rxghts'm the stream, When, as in the pre ained to.be n argument fo,
behYeen' two S_tates, the"islands which form themselyeg should iient Zase, b orer 18 the boung
'terx;xttortxfss whlchhthey adjoin or to which they may bhe mogt c;ntix;m £
inattention of t'e local servants of thig Government the Nosen » and if from the neglect op
possessed of any islands nearer to our side t o Governmenc have become

han to the British «;
that they should restore them to this Government "B o ot the river,

11.  From the tenth paragraph of the Collector'g r Ty
eport it
E::igel::i C:tl‘lictor :vere' u.nder the impression that thlz Wullzi:;]td appear that
inattention of th::czgi Mg tps."t their cstablishment by th‘;lsn g'nd i Caddavoo
PRIl Nk cers of the Britigh Government, This s oy q ircar wa:
were, I believe, started by thig PTidently & Mistake, for g,
possession of the Chowghaut District. | g J-,OM.S before the British camy 2
(July-August 1820 A.D.) by the then Diyygg o, 2ted in Carkadagory ggp ye

ar hag asserted that

Pinion, belong to the

Justice Tequireg

records at Tripoontorah if

examined i .
C&dd&VOO ferrieg belonged to € WIng I beheﬂ‘-, ShO

this Government long
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13. To the two grounds alleged by the Deputy Collector the Collector adds a third, viz., that
the Cochin Government have never paid any portion of the expense of keeping open the water
communication which for 30 miles forms the frontier and across which these ferries have been

Resident to Diwan, 13th February 1848, No. 240. established Mr, Ma.ch'egor does not seem to be

Diwan to Resident, lcnhM . P 3;1" aware of the fact of the Edathoorthy Canal
g i s - .

%?:l:: “L”%ii&':ﬁt’, agh a::c s g, having been about the year 1845 repaired at the

Resident to Diwan, 20th ,, o 95 950, joint expense of the two Governments. The

Diwan to Resident, 23rd ,, 2 5 103, v %

Rosident 16 Diwas,87h . e correspondence which took place on the occasion
Do. 10th January 1844, ,, 34. 3 . . " 2 3
Do. 13th March 1845, » 817. *  is noted in the margin, The then Diwan in.his

Diwan to Resident, 15th ,, . FAN TR letter, No. 61, of the 16th February 1843, stated

that *‘ the channel in question equally belongs to the Company’s and Cochin Governments, as it
divides both of their territories in that direction.”

- 14, That this channel has not been

g thoroughly repaired since is mno fault of this

Diwan to Resident, 25th Oct. 1864, No. 600, paragraph 5. Government, ag on several oecasions I brought

Do. 6th July 1865, ,, 402. $ ]

Do. 28rd Feb. 1866, ,, 83. the subject to the notice of the late Resident and

Besidentrt)% . 21802; ?ualryOh s 1198 expressed our readiness to bear a portion of the
r Al ” . 3 :

Aiwatite Blaidect, Mih 1006, ou " MEY; expenses. The correspondence is noted in the

margin.

15. 1In his letter, No.” 895, of the 8rd November 1868, Mr. Newill informed me that the
Superintending Engincer had allotted Rupees 2,200 for clearing the water communication between
the outlet of the Trichoor Lake and the southern boundary of British territory commonly kr.lown
under the general name of the Edathoorthy Channel, and recommended an advance by this Sircar
® Diwan to Resident, 5th November ©Of &8imilar amount should more funds be required to complete

1868, No.711. the works. I at onceagreed* tothis proposal though the amount
does not appear to have been called for afterwards. On the 25th May 1869 the Superintending
Engineer stated in his letter to your address that in that year he proposed to spend Rupees 1,200
only between Edathoorthy and Madalagom, and that he should be glad if the Cochin Govex:nment
could supply that sum, as the entire Imperial grant of that year was required to meet the estimated
repairs and improvements north of Edathoorthy. As, however, no thorough r_epair of the chann§l
appeared to have been contemplated, and the expenditure of small sums previous to such a repair
seemed to be of little or no use, I communicated my views to you in my letter N o.'485 of the 3rd
August and requested that measures may be taken for a more complete repair of this channel,

16. On emergencies such as the passage through the channel of His Excellency the (_}overn?r
and of His Highness the Maharajah of Travancore we have had to repair the worst portions .of it
at our own expense. In 1042 we expended no less than Rupees 3,080 in such temporary repairs.

17. From the explanations above given I trust you will be satisfied of the weakness of 1.5hc
claim now brought forward by the authorities in Malabar to an exclusive right to the t}tream which
forms the boundary between the two States. I believe that this Government could with a greatfar
show of reason claim this stream as its own. The Kurrokvunnoor river runs through Cochin
territory for several miles before it divides itself at Monayom into two branches, one following
north towards Chetway and the other south to Cochin. These branches, although they t.’orm the
boundary between the two States, are included within our limits in the large Trigonometx:xcal Map
of Cochin, the boundary line running along the western side of both. That the boundary lies to the
west of the northern branch is clear from even the lithographed maps. The boundary line alo.ug
the southern branch is not so clearly marked in this map ; but all doubts on this head ‘will vanish
on a reference to the original in the Government Office, of which the manuscript copy in my office
is no doubt a true copy. Again, in the Memoirs of Lieutenants Ward and Cornor bot..h these
branches are mentioned as rivers in the Yennamakul and Moogoondapoorum Districts of this State.
It must also be remembered that the river and the country lying on both sides of it once belonged
to Cochin, and the fact of the land towards the west having subsequently passed into other hands
does not necessarily imply that any rights in the river have also been transferred.
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