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th April 1863,

No. 22.  Read the following letter from G. LEE MORRIS, Esq., Officiating Government
Agent, Tanjore; to the Ionorable A. J. ARBUTHNOT, Chief Secrefary to Govern-
ment, Fort Saint George, dated Tanjore, 31st March 1863.

Adverting to the Proceediugs of Government, under date the 18th instant, No. 87, I have
the honor to report that as directed in paragraph 1, I have despatched this day all the arms and
pieces of weapons therein referred to, to the Arsenal at Trichinopoly.

2. ‘With reference to paragraph 2, I beg to state that I am now sendingall the arvticles of
Regalia by Railway to Negapatam under the escort of a strong Police guard, in order to the same
being thence transmitted to Madras by the Steamer © Sydney” which is expected to call shortly
at that place for conveying a remittance from the Treasury of this Collectorate to the Presidency.

3. Anvexed is a list of the packages coutaining the said articles, which will be handed over
to the Secretary and Treasurer of the Madras Bank, whom I have requested’ to make such
arrangements regarding their custody and disposal as the Government may direct. The pack-
ages are securely packed up and sealed with my seal.

' 4, From the description of the contents of the packages the Governm:nt will observe that
the three State Carriages marginally noted, are not sent in their shape

L. d%ﬁl‘“&ﬂ?:ﬁef}“’ Ballock 45 guch, These, as the Government areaware, were during the robbery
2. Ambari or Elophaut dome committed by theSepoys in 1861, striped of a part of the sheets of gold
3, ?ﬁ:ﬁ: o with which they were covered ; the remaining gold which was left on them
; e being in such a state, that it was utterly impossible to have them moved
without opening a door for further theft taking place on the part of any persons whom I might
employ for the purpose. I was therefore obliged to have all the pieces of gold which remained
on the Carriages very careflully removed under my own personal superintendence, and it is these

pieces of gold thus removed which form part of the contents of the chest marked No. L.

5. In separating the gold from the wooden frames, the latter had to be broken up in order

to admit of the bits of gold nailed up and adhering to them, being got a‘, and as all tha

‘yemains consists of nothing but thin splinters of W?od, |Ihave not thought it necessary to send
them up to Madras. ‘

6. Iathe case of the Ratham or the Bullock Carriage, however I was able to separate the gold
from the Carriage without breaking up the latter, and consequently the top dome, t'?” bottom | -
piece, and the 8 pillars remained uninjured. These are therefore sent with the articles of Rega-
lia, in order that the Government may form an idea of the shape of this Carriage. The other two
Carriages, viz., Ambaries or Elephant Carriages, were of a similar shape but smallerinsize. The
remaining State Carriage, viz., the network Handa is entire and as it always was, it having in no
way been tampered with during the Sepoys’ robvery, except that ten of the knobs on the tops of
its corners which were only of gilt copper, have been made away with.

7. The weight of the whole of the gold found by me on the three Carriages which were tam-
pered with by the Sepoys, amounts to 166 seers, 19 tolas, and the value thereof according to the
standard valuation adopted in the compilation of all the lists of the valuables in the Palace is
Rupees 60,045. This deducted from the aggregate value of the said Carriages, viz., Rupees
88,616-14-0 as entered in the Alayidd Mahal
list* and which represents the value of only the
gold thereon shows a difference of Rupecs

28,571-14-0 which is consequently the actual loss sustained by the Sepoy robbery.

#* Enclosure No. 2 in letter from the late Commissioner, dated

29th March 1860, No. 9%1.

8. The twot keys of the box which con-
YT‘::m"‘l?‘ oftho Handa case are alsosent in cbargo of pipe the Crown jewels and the gold, are here-
with forwarded by a Daldyet with directions to

deliver them in person into your hands.
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