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No. 47.  Read the following letter from Major R.S. WILSON, Government Agent at
Chepauk, and Paymaster of Carnatic Stipends ; to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary
to Government, Fort Saint George, dated 4th February 1862, No. 87.

1 have the honor to submit the following remarks for the consideration of Government:

2. Since the death of the late Nabob of the Carnatic, a custom bas arisen among the
Mahomedan Gentlemen of Madras of assuming to themselves titles of honor to which they have
nio claim. Thiscusiom is ou the increase, and will continue to increase till it is checked, it can
y be checked by Government, and Government has a direct interest in declining it.

3. The amount of the stipends granted by Government to the family and servants of the
Jate Nabob, is proportioned to the rank of the persons stipended. Every person therefore who
can have any expectation of at any time profiting by a Government stipend, either directly in
himself or indirectly through his relations, has a direct interest in ranking himself as high as
possible, and there can be no doubt that a person succeeding in establishing himself in a higher
title than that to which he has a right, may at some future time, turn that advantage to his own

profit, and the loss of Government.

4. As an instance, 1 beg to bring to notice the case of a Carnatic Stipendiary No. 1,316
D, called Budder-oo-Deen Hoossain. This petson has assumed to himself the title of ¢ Kban
Bahadoor” to which he has no right whatsoever. His assumption of that title is as gross an
impropriety as it would be for an English Gentleman to assume the title of Companion of the
Bath, without authority. 1t may also, hereafter, furnish means for the commission of a pecuniary
fraud. A few years bence it may easily happen that there may be no one in Madras acquainted
with the facts above given. Should then a demise of a Carnatic Stipendiary, or any other cir-
cumstance render necessary the re-adjustment of a stipend, Budder-oo-Deen Hoossain, if alive
or his heirs if he be dead, will undounbtedly take higher ground than they are entitled to, as
being a * Khan Bahadoor” or the descendants of a % Khan Bahadoor.” It is quite possible that
they may thereby obtain, a larger share than they are entitled to, either at the expense of Govern-
ment, or ab that of the other claimants. In either case they will profit by their own misconduct.

5. The authority on which 1 state that the said Budder-oo-Deen Hoossain has no claim
o the title of ¢ Khan Bahadoor,” is undeniable. Till the death of the late Nabob, an accurate
and complete Register was kept at his Court, of all titles granted by him, That Register is now
in this Office, and its authority 18 undisputed. The name of Budder-o0-Deen Hoossain is nob
o be found in it, and he himself admits that such is the case. It is quite certain that his assump-
tion of the title is altogether unauthorized.

6. This case was brought to the notice of Government by my predecessor in office, Dr
Balfour, on the 24¢h June 1858, No. 1,119, and Government passed Orders on it in Ex’trac;
Minutes Consultation 5th July 1858, No. 424, 1 trust that Government will excuse my ventur-
ing to resubmit it, on the following grounds:

First.,—Dr. Balfour’s statement of the case is not quite accurate. He speaks of Budder-oo-
Deen Hoossain as a “ Khan” who improperly claims the second title of © Bahadoor.” The truth
is, he is neither, and claims to be both, which is a very considerable difference. As added to the
title of * Khan” that of Bahadoor” is of slight account, but the difference between ‘ Khan
Bahadoor” and the want of any title, is very considerable.

Secondly.—The practice of unauthorizedly assuming titles has increased since the date of
Dr. Balfour’s letter above mentioned, and there is a greater necessity for checking it. =

onl

Thirdly.—The indifference which has been hitherto shown as to such assumptions h

encouraged some of the assumers to assert a right to the titles they have assumed, on J}:e s
that their assumption has been recognized by Government. ' aropug

7. 1In proof of the two last assertions, I beg to bring to the noti

of a Carnatic Stipendiary No. 461 called Sudder—ool-[slfm. This pc:':ozf S:: ':]"a“sm::;lhed ca:e
title of % Khan Bahadoor” without any right, and on my bringing to his notice that hi;; me :13
not appear in the Nabob's Register, ard requesting to know by what right he 338umedn?}‘:;esa},d
title ; he wrote to me a letter of which I enclose a true copy, by which it will be seen that having
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succeeded in imposing himself on

the public for some years as “* Khan Bahadoor,’
that his success in that iimposture

confers on him a vesteg right to the said tiy]
which he desires me 1o enter him in the Register as * Khay Bahadoor,"

8. I trust that Government will not consider th

matter. It would be easy, were it not for fear of le:‘nglhening this communication beyond

measure, to show that the custom reported on has many bad consequences, but I canyop suppose
that it is necessary to detail them,

' he considers
e, in virtue of

at Iam troubling it unnecessarily in this

9. I beg the permission of Government there

fore with reference to Extract Minutes Con-
sultation 5th July 1838, No. 42

4, to call on Budder-0o-Deen Hoossain to show his title to the
rank of ““Khan." [t was under the impression that be was entitled to that rank that Govern.
ment in the Extract Minutes Consultation above-mentinued, ordered him to be addressed as
“ Bahadoor,” but if it appears that his claim to the first is false, Government will perhaps be

inclined to reconsider bis title to the second, He has at present no right to either, except the
Extract Minutes Consultation above mentioned.

ORpEer THEREON, 2|st February 1862, No. 67.

It does not, appear to Government that any Order is required on the subject of the aboye

letter, further than this, that as a general rule no Carnaiic Stipendiary should be recognized ip
the books, accounts and certificates of the Agency Office by any title to which his right has not
been established from the Sircar records,

W (T observed that in the case of the C

arnatic Stipendiary referred to in paragraphs 4
@ 6 of Major Wilson’s letter it is

expressly declared that the stipend will lapse absolutely ¢
death. No such consequence as is intimated
by the Agent need therefore be appreliended in
this instance, and under thege circumstances, it
f his titles which was settled in 1858,

3. With 'éspect to the second instance noticed in paragraph 7,
that Hafiz Sudder-ool-Islam is styled *“ Khan" by the late N
the 11th March 1852, recommending the application for lea
he is also styleq « Khan Bahadoor” by the lute Agent in
No, 64, submitting that application, e By the latter title he
many years, and also by the Government, anq

Order No. 221, dated 27th March 1858,

does not seem advisable to Te-open the question o

the Government observe
abob of the Carnatic in his letter of

has been designated in society for
it need not now be called in question. [, is

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chicf Secretary.,

Exd. F. (‘;.rtvlm{ge.
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