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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Political Department,
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No. 61.  Read the following letter from G. LEE MORRIS, Esq., Officiating Government
Agent at Tanjore ; to A.J. ARBUTHNOT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government,
Fort Saint George, dated Vallum, 15th November 1862, No. 333.

[ have the honor to sabmit for the orders of Government a petition addressed to me by
1. B. Norton, Ilsq., on behalf of the ladies of.the Mangaluvilas, or Seraglio of His late Highness
the Raja, respecting certain property beloygfng to that institution which is now lying in a room
in the Palace under the seal of the Commissioner Mr. Phillips.

9. Mhere is no question as to the fact of the aforesaid property which is stated to consist of
jewels and sundry other articles, belor.xging to th.e institution abovementioned and really forming
no part of the property of the late Raja. The circumstances under which the room containing
the articles in question happened to be sealed up by the late Commissioner, were as follows : —

3. The jewels belonging fio the young Princess, were originally for some resson or other
which is immaterial to the present purpose, mixed up with those of the ladies of the Seraglio,
and kept in a room under the custody of the common ageut of the latter. ‘Ihese jewels were
vequired for the use of the Prince.ss on the i aon of her marriage which took place in 1860,
but owing to the divisions and dnsagreefnte_nts W.hlch had latterly arisen amongst the members,
of the Seraglio, there was some diﬂicu]ty in inducing them to give up the said jewels, and Mr. Phil-
lips therefore opened the room and removed them from it, placing his seal at the the same time
over the room, for the security of the remainder of its contents which belonged to the ladies of
{he Seraglio. ‘This last measure appears to have been adopted by Mr. Phillips either in conse.
quence of the members of the Seraglio having dec.hned to take charge of the property, or on
account of there having been some difficulty in distributing it among them.

4. There is nothing on record in regard to this transaction, and my information has been
derived entirely from enquiries made of parties acquainted with what then occurred.

5. Under these circumstances, and there being, as [ have already stated, no question as to
tﬁe property in qllestion_b¢]°“gif‘g to the Mangalavilas, it now only remains to make it over
to the parties entitled to it.  This could be easily done if all the parties concerned would agree
10 receive it; but unfortunately, they do not do so. Some of the ladies state that the contents
of the room should be divided equally among all the 42 concubines who form the members of the
Seraglio ; others again contend that it should be divided equally among ladies and children both
male and female, by which a caild ‘}fuuld get as much as a lady ; whilst a third party alleges ‘that
the property in question consists of articles given by the Raja individually to the severai'ﬁlém, :
bers of the Seraglio, and have thus become exclusively the property of such individual members
he articles being so marked and kept in separate cases. [1f this assertion be satisfactorily f):‘bved
from an inspection of the articles themselves and an examination of the accounts which are stated
to contain the requisite particulars ; it would be the best and saf st arrangement to make over
to each lady such articles as are found to be her's. 1f however, no such data are available, the
question arises as to how the contents of the room shoula be divided.

6. Ivappears from the records that this point was raised by Mr. Cadell last year, regarding
the division of the proceeds of the villages belonging to this insiiiution which are under the man-

. agement of the Collector, and the Govern-

13th November 1861, No. 505 meut in their Order marginally noted, directed
J that the same should be divided in equal shares

among ladies and children. This decision of Governinent, as a matter of principle, bears as
much on the case now under ¢onsideiation as on that of the proceeds of the villages, but under
the peculiar circumstances stated above, and considering the responsibility involved in the adop-

tion, in respeet of private property, of a course which may not be strictly in accordance with
the law, I beg to solicit the instructions of Goverument for my guidance. :

7. 1 would take leave to add that it is obviously unsafe and unadvisable to allow the
valuable property in question, whetever it may be, to lie in its present state, under the ostensi-
ble custody of Government for any further length of time ; and that it appears to mé_-dhéoiutely

necessary that its disposal should be no longer delayed.
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Proceedings of the Madyras Government, Polz;zcal -5’elz>)a1'tnvz-¢7?;ztw
23rd December 1862, : »

Esq., Government Agent, dated Tanjore, 2] ¢ October 1862

2. This property was not taken possession of as for

perty, nor is there any claim now made to it by Her Hisl
other Boyee Sahibas. Y ghness K

3. Ibis in fact admitted in 41| i i i

i o Mu“gll::vr::: tlc:‘dbizsl‘zroperty, which during the late Rajah’s lifetime,
4. Under these circumstap

Highness Kamatchee Boyee, but 10 the ladies to
5. I am aware that on 5 reference as to the

to her.
6. DButthere, the Property was mixed up with the
the Government, and the claim was disputed,
7. I would therefore submit that

great bulk of the property seized by

to counsider at once.

9. The Government T an, aware,
of the ladies jewels or other property.

10.  Butifin giving up this particular
sion according to what the respective parties
entail much trouble on youeself personall
my ability) while it would at once put a
principle of division.

1. The ladies are 42 in Number ; eleven have children, and these last claim an extra share

by virtue of their having children ; ] 4t is to say, that the property should be divided into 58
shares not 42, and thatevery lady who hag a child shoulq take 2 sl;:res while those who have
uot a child shall ouly take one share, z

12. There is no legal ground fop any such principle of division
the wives of the Rajah, or the children would be entitled to the wh<;le
mothers would be only entitled to waintenance,

Property the Government would sanction the divi-
are legally and equitably entitleqd to, it would not
¥ (and I shall be happy to assist you to_the best of
0 endto disputes which unfortunately exist as to the

These ladies were not
property, while the

13. .Suualed. as these. ladies are, eafch must have an equal independent right ; the accident
of oue having a child can give her no claim ¢, a larger share than the others.

14 And this princfple. l am informed, hag been hitherto vecognized and acted on. The
ladies, I am told, have pi\‘ld their cummonvn debt in 42 shares ; and certain monies which they have
had to reccive from the Goverument during the Jast year and a half have been accepted by them
in 42 shares, although at first the 11 ladies with children demurred, and claimed to have an ex-
tra share on account of their children,

$. A gncen s oy eithar-ai loplng equitable ground for this claim, I submit that the pro-
perty ought Lo be divided iulo 42 shares; aud my only reason for requesting this is the convic-
tion that while acting in conformity with what is fair and expedient, that you would thereby at
once put an end to all disputes and differences of opinion at any rate in this Department of the
Palace, e I
No. 62, ORDER THEREON, 23rd December 1862, No. 516.

In the foregoing letter the Acting Governmfent Agent at Tanjore applies for instructions
regarding the disiribution of certain jewels belonging to the Mangalavilas or Seraglio of the Jate
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Political Department,
23rd December 1862.

Rajah of Tanjore, and which are at present locked up in a room under the seal of the late Com-
missioner. .

2. His Excellency the Governor in Council directs thaf Phe Acting Governn.xent Agent
will examine the property in question with the view of ascertaining whethfer any, and if any, .Wh?t
articles can be proved to belong to particular individuals among the ladle-s of t?@ l'at..e Ra]alf 8
Seraglio. Such of the jewels as may be proved to be tl}e propgrty of. pfxrtzct'ﬂar individuals will
be made over to themby the Acting Agent. The remainder will be divided into 42 equal shares

and distributed among the ladies, (Signed) A.J. ARBUTHNOT,
Chief Secretary.

Exd. T. O'Connor. -
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