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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Political Department,

22nd October 1862.
D

s

No. 45.  Read the following letter from G. A. BALLARD, Esq., Collector of Malabar ;
to A. J. ARBUTHNOT, Esq., Acting Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint
George, dated Calicut, 30th July 1862, No. 64.

In forwarding the enclosed letter from the Cochin Chamber of Commerce to your ad dress,
I have the honor to remark that I hoped to have been able to offer
Dated 10th instant. some remarks on its subject matter, on which a good deal of correspon-
dence has already passed for years back. I have not however been able
to go into the matter yet as fully as I could wish. I trust soon to do so and to address you
regarding the general question of duties as regards Cochin and Travancore, as it is a very im-

portant one—meanwhile, I will not longer delay forwarding the enclosure to its destination.

—

From J. H. BERRY, Esq, Chairman; to A. J. ARBUTHNOT, Esq., Acting Chief Secretary
to Government, Fort Saint George, dated Cochin, 10th J uly 1862,

At the desire of this Chamber, I have the honor to address you on the subject of the lately
established Chowkey at * Palliport” by the Travancore Government. The levy of duty at this
Chowkey interfering greatly with the trade of this Port, and threatening ultimately to divert
produce from the Cochin Territory to the small Ports to the North, and to the Sircar Ports of
Malliapooram and Alleppy to the South of Palliport, in both ways one duty could be saved.

P

The exporters at the Northern Ports, save the Travancore duty levied at Palliport. Those
to the Scuth, the duty levied at British Cochin, in both instances a saving of from 3 to 4 per
cent. on the full value is effected.

The two Native States of Cochin and Travancore came to an agreement with the British'

Government in 1846 to abolish certain Chowkies in their Territory, on the British Government X
doing away with their Inland frontier Chowkies, among those abolished was one at Toortipooran #
(Palliport), the very spot where the Chowkey now complained of has been established. ol

In 1854 and 1861 attempt were made to re-establish the levying of duty at this place
but in both instances the then Resident promptly interfered. ’

It is needless for me to enlarge again upon the serious injury done to the trade, and even-
tually the Revenue of British Cochin through these Chowkies on the Back-water. As on the
3rd of April 1861 this Chamber addressed the Government on this subject, urging that scme
arrangement might be entered into with the two Native States for the abolition of all Iuland
duties. The exports of last season have, by their falling off, I am sorry to say, verified the
fears expressed in that letter.

-
—

Atan interview a Committee of this Chamber had with the Dewan of Cochin, they recaived
the assurance that the Cochin Sircar would be willing to co-operate in the abolition of all Clow.
kies, provided a fair share of the customs revenue of British Cochin was allotted to thew, such
as they had received, while the Dutch were in possession of Cochin, and also in the first year of
the H. E. I. Company’s rule of this place.

No. 46. ORDER THEREON, 22nd October 1862, No. 426.
To be recorded.

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretar_z/.

IExd. '", O'Connor.
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