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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Political Department,
6th June 1862,

No. 18. Read the following letter’ from Major R. S. WILSOYN, Government Agent at
Chepauk, and Paymaster of Carnatic Stipends ; to A. J. ARBUTHNOT, Esq., Acting
Clief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated 28th May 1862, No. 320,

I have the honor to submib the following statement for the consideration of Government.

9. 1t will be seen by Extract Minutes Consulration, No. 978 of the 19th November 1857,
that about that date a Carnatic Stipendiary called Ameer-oo-Dowlah addressed a Memaorial to
Government 10 which on the ground that the state of his health rendered it absolutely necessary
for him to leave Madras permzmemly, he requested that his stipend might be transferred to the
names of his two sous Tahavoor Jung Bahadoor, and Sumsaum-oo-Dowlah Nazim Jung
Bahadoor, who. were stated to be Memorialist's sons by his first Shaudee wife. It was farther
requested that Memorialist's stipend might be continued in full to the same persons after

Memorialist’s death.
3. Government declined to consider the second-request, but agreed to let the stipend be

03]
transferred to the name of one of the sons above mentioned.

4. There was therefore nothing to prevent Ameer-oo-Dowlah from seeking Letter Lealth
by leaving Madras. He has however never done so, and is now residing in this city. It would
appear therefore that the plea was false on which he grounded his request, and that it was put
forward merely as a screen LO his real object.

5. What that object was appears sufficiently clear. The persons stated to be Memorialist's
sons by his first Shadee wife (and therefore his legal heirs and representatives) are in fact
his sons by a woman of low birth whom the Memorialist married by Nickah, a form which is,
under such circumstances, little more than a legalised concubinage. Moreover, Memorialist’s
true legal heir and representative is now alive, viz., his shadee grandson, and the son of
Rusheed-oo-Dowlah Bahadoor, the noblest Mahomedan in Madras after His Highness Prince
Azeem Jah. The Memorial therefore is grossly false and fraudulent, for had it been acceded
to in full, Memorialist's stipend, of which a pertion only is due to the real heir, would have
been granted in full to two false heirs. The true heir would undoubtedly bave petilinn(.'l
Government ; and Government would then have found itself in this position—it must eithe
have refused justice to the true heir, or revoked its grant to the false heirs, or have granted a
stipend to the true heir out of its own resources. Which ever of these three courses it had
adopted it must have been a loser pecuniarily or moral'y.

6. A short time ago, I had occasion to address a letler to one of the Nickah sons
abovementioned, Sumsaum-co-Dowlab. He signed himself in reply,“ Shadee son of Ameer-
oo-Dowlah.” Circumstances having brought to my knowledge the {':;c(s sbove stated, I addressed
10 him and to his father letters of which copies are annexed marked A and B. To these letters
1 have received no reply, but Sumsaum-00-Dowlah, who is the managing man of the family, has
addressed to you direct a letter on the subject of my original communication to him, enclosing
copies of my letter to him, and his reply to me, and requests the Orders of Government
thereon.

7  With reference to this step op his part I beg to submit the following remaiks.

8. It hasbeen evident to me since I took charge of the Chepauk Agency, that the Carnatie
Stipendiaries bave been permitted to assume a tone and conduct themselves in & manner which
weakens the respect due to Government, and endangers its intercsts. 1 have seen for some time
back that it was my duty to bring the sawe to the notice of Government ; and 1 purpose shortly
doing so. In the meantime 1 beg to submit the points which bear upon the present corres-
pondence. .

9. Since the year 1848, there have been ten instances of attempts on the part of Carnatic
Stipendiuries of rank to defraud Government by gross falsehood. 1 speak merely of cases which
have been pronounced on by Government. These ten attempts have been punished in a manuer
which 1 venture to consider totally inadequate to the gravity of the offence. Had such conduct
been brought before a Court of Justice the offenders would undoubtedly have been transperted.
Government has punished them by fioe, and by pa:tial reduction of stipend, nor have any of the
offenders been struck off the Government House List—they receive cards for the Government
House Balls. ;
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10, Carnatic Stipendiaries sometimes assume towards Government a tone of insolent de-
fiance, and sometimes baffle and nullify the Orders of Government by evasions, shuffling, and
procrastination, of a character at once childish, insolent, and fraudulent. 2

11. 1t is a common custom with Carnatic Stipendiaries to lay traps for Government and
its Officers, in the following manner : A Carnatic Stipendiary petitions Government on some
point which is put forth merely-as a plea. In his petition which is made long, wandering and
irrelevant, he introduces some assertions which is false, and which has nothing to do with
the nominal object of his petition, but which he is anxious to establish, or he c;ssumeé some
title to which he has no claim. Government in considering its reply, strips the petition of
all irrelevant matter, and disposes of the avowed object of it, as concisely and distinctly as
possible. The petition with its endorsement is laid aside by petitioner, and years afterwards,
when all the circumstances are forgotten, and thoseacquainted with them have perhaps left the
country, the petition is produced as an undeniable proof of whatever the author of it may choose
to elaim, it being impudently assumed in open defiance of truth and common sense, that all the
jrrelevant matter passed over by Government as trash, is thereby admitied by Government to be
true and established as such for ever.

12. The above custom, impudent and foolish as it may appear, is so established, that afier
writing to Sumsaum-oo-Dowlah the letter herewith enclosed in which I request to be informed
of his title to be called Jagheerdar and Shadee son of Ameer-oo-Dowlah, I mentioned to Mr.
Mohib Ali, Assistant in the Chepauk Agency, that I had no doubt Sumsaum-oo-Dowlah would
rest his claims to both, on Government admissions. Accordingly since commencing this letter,
1 have received from Sumsaum-00-Dowlah a veply which I enclose, marked C, in which it will
be seen that he assumes that he is a Jagheerdar because the Collector of North Arcot has so
called him in an official letter, and that he is Shadee son of Ameer-oo-Dowlah because Extract
Minutes Consultation, No. 978, 19th November 1857, does nof detect aud expose his father's
falsehood on the subject. ‘

13. There can be no doubt that Ameer-oo-Dowlah’s Memorial was prepared principally
or the very purpose of founding a claim on the silence of Government. The Memorialists cannot
have expected that their request for the continuance of the stipend would be granted, and as
1o permission to reside out of Madras, there Was not the sliglitest oceasion to apply to Govern-
jnent on that subject, any Carnatic Stipendiary can have himself transferred to any district by
applying to the Agency. The real object undoubtedly was to lay before Government in an
incidental manner so as not to attract notice, a false statement, to draw from Government areply
not noticing the falsehood, and then to assert that in virtue of such non-observation, the false-
hood has become a truth.

14. I have no doubt that the use of the term “ Jagheerdar” was elicited from the Collector
of North Arcot by some similar piece of trickery. '

15. Tt appears to me that if Sumsaum-oo-Dowlah were to pick mj pock.et of a sum of
money, and succeed in getting the same into his own purse, he might as well maintain that the
money had legally become his own, because I did not notice his abstraction of it, as uphold the
argument under discussion.

16. It is not necessary to point out the extreme disrespect shéwn to Government by such
systematic ‘deception and perversion of its liberality, and the injustice done to Government
interests by opening so wide a door to fraud and imposture, but I trust that Government will
excuse me, if I solicit its consideration of the manner in which this Oéﬁce is affected by the

jmpunity with which Cgenatic Stipendiaries and others are permitted to pervert the truth in

their correspondence. It ismy duty to furnish Government with all information on matters
connected with these people, it is my wish to do this quickly and accurately, and it is of #ICR
for the interest of Government that [ should do so. The customs mentioned above however
render it impossible for me to do either. Whea the overlooking of any point in a petition ho?ever;
unimportant and irrelevant it may appear to be, may be twisted into a formal recognition by Go-
verament of a deliberate falsehood, it becomes necessary to examine every part of every document
referred to measif it were a doabtful Bank Note and so long as Cuarnatic Stipendiaries are
permittad to complicate and confuse the plaiuest matter by open or covert disregard of Govern-
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ment QOrders, or by delay, shufling, anl equivocation, it must remiin impossible for me to
ci .cy out the duties of my Oifize with even common efficiency, whereas, but for the wilful, inso-
lewt, and [raudulent opposition of which 1 speak, it woull be easy to iatroduce valuable reforms
into the Odfice, with decided benefit.to the interests of Goverament.

17. I respectfully claim the support of Government in this matter. [ wrote to Sumsaum-oo-
Dowlah and he answered me in a letter containing two assertions which I believed to be false.
Had [ passed the letter on to Government, or even permitted the letter to be in my Office for
a couple of days without noticing thase falsehoods, he would have maintained that I had thereby
admitted the statements to be true, and had debarred myself from ever at any time questioning
them. I thorefore wroteto him desiring information on those points. Instead of replying to me
in which case | could have laid the whole matter before Government in a clear and connected form,
he takes on himself to address the Chiet Seeretary direct, enclosing my original letter to him and
his reply, and implying not indistincily that he is obliged to put himself under the protection of
Government from the hostility of his enemies by whom 1 have been fooled and made a tool of.

18. The results of this move are that the matter under discussion has been complicated
and confused, that I have been insulted both as a Government Officer and personally, and
{hat Sumsaum-oo-Dowlah has turned the whole case upside down ; for being in fact bound to
answer charges against him of the most serious nature, instead of doing so, he impudently
addressed Government as if he were the injured party.

19.  When this letter to Government was sent to me yesterday for my remarks, ﬁy
intention was to bring the above to the notice-of Government, and to point out the irregularity
and impropriety of Sumsaum-00-Dowlah’s —thus transforming himself from Defendant into
Plaintiff—but understanding that a repry to his misrepresentations was wanted immediately, I
waived the point. :

90. T trust that the foregoing will not be so far misanderstood as to give the idea that T .
object to Sumsaum-00-Dowlah or any other person addressing Government direct. Every
British subject in the Presidency, has, I presume, the right to do so. What I complain of is,
his breaking off without a word to me a correspondence between us, and transferring it to my
superiors with an implication that he is compelled to do so by my Oificial incompetency and -
dishonesty—for it will be seen by bis letter to me that he feels himself compelled to exhort me to
follow the bright example he sets me of candour and straight-forward dealing and by his letter to
you that I am a mere cat's-paw in the hands of abler knaves.

>

COPY.—A.
From Major R.S. WILSON, Government Agent at Chepauk and Paymaster of Carnatic Stipends ,
to SUMSAM-00-DOWLAH NAZIM JUNG BAHADOOR, dated 23rd May 1862:
No. 311

I have received your letter of the 21Ist instant, and in reply request that you will inform me
on the following points :

2, You speak of your land near Vellore asa Jagheer, and of yourself as a Jagheerdar.
I desire to know on what authority you do so, as I am told that the land in question is not a
Jagheer, and that you are therefore not entitled to the rank of Jagheerdar.

3. You sign yourself ¢ Shaudy son of Ameer-oo-Dowlah.” T desire to know on what autho-
rity you do 8o, as [ am told that you are not a Shaudy son of_Ameer-oo-Dowlah.

4, To provide against possible waste of time and unnecessary accumulation of correspon-
dence, I beg you to understand that the information I require on the above points, must be dis-
tinet and authentic—for instance, as to the Jagheer, if you bave any Sunnud, I beg to have’a copy
of it, and also of a@?ﬁxtraet from the Cauzee’s Register of the Shandy marriage in question.

(True Copy.) ’
(Signed) R.S. WILSOY,

Government Agent Chepauk.
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COPY.—B.
From Major R. 8. WILSON, Government Agent at Chepauk, and Paymaster of Carnatic
Stipends ; to AMEER-OO-DOWLAH BAHADOOR, dated 24tk May 1862, No. 235,

I request you will give me the following information, for the vse of Government.

2, Itappears by Extract Minutes Consultation, No. 978, 19th November 1857, that about
that time you addiessed to Government a Memorial requesting that certain arrangements might
be made with regard to the manner of drawing your stipend, because the state of your heaith
rendered it necessary for you to quit the Presidency Town permanently. Government was pleased
10 accede to so much of your request as was required to enable you to do so, but I am now
informed that you have not doue so. From the time at which you informed Government that the
state of your health rendered it absolutely necessary for youto quit Madras, and founded on that
statement a request which was granted, you have continued to reside in Madras. Circuin stunces
render it necessary for me to bring this matter to the notice of Government. Before doing so,
I call on you for any explanation you may wish to offer,

3. In the same Memorial it appears that you speak of your sons Tahavoor Jtmg Bahadoor, -

and Sumsam-00-Dowlah Nazim Jung Bahadoor as your sons by your first Shadee wife. 1 am
now informed that they are not your sons either by your first or by your second Shadee wife,
but by a Nickah wife, a person of very humble origin. I consider it my duty to bring this
circumstance also to the notice of Government, and before doing so give you an opportunity of
making any statement you may wish to offer on the subject.

(True copy.)

(Signed) R.S. WILSON,
: Government Agent Chepavk.

————y

COPY—C.
From SUMSAM-OOD-DOWLAH BAHADOOR NAZIM JUNG, to } Major R. S. WILSON,
Government Agent at Chepauk, dated Triplicane, 27tk May 1862.

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your of your letter No. 811, dated 23rd instant, and with refer~
ence to paragraph 2, 1 only refer to the recent report of the Collector of North Arcot who alter
being well aware of the nature of my village Verdempett, styled the said village as a Jagheer
and me as a Jaghiredar in the said report to the Board of Revenue which was inserted in Pro-
ceedings of Government No. 1,997, dated 11th October 1861, Revenue Department.

2 With reference to the 3rd paragraph I simply refer you to my father's acknowledg-
ment to my being a Shadge son of him in his letter to Lord Hurris, dated 24th September 1857,

~which' wn recorded by Government in their Exuract Minutes of Consultation, dated 19th Novem-

ber 1857, No. 978. and at the same time beg to state that no register ofany Cawzy, will signify
the Shadee aereWy of any one excepting the Nicau ceremon y though the [atter be celebrated

 together with the furmer, s
" (True Copy.)‘ A , MY, k'
(Signed) R. S. WILSON,
Government Agent Chepauk.
No. 19. ORDER THEREON, 6th June 1862, No. 232,

His Excellency the Governor in Council does not think it pecessary that any change
should be made at present in the arrangements under which Carnatic Stipendiary Ameer-ood-
Dowlah is permitted to draw his stipend through the agency of his son Sumsam- ood-Duwlzh
Bahadoor Nazim Jung.

2. As to the claim of the latter to be recognized as the Shidee son of Ameer-ood-Dowlah,
the Governer in Council would wish 10 be furnished with more definite information regarding
the grounds on which the Government Agent considers that claim to be unfounded.

3. The Government disapprove of the tone of the Agent’s present letter. His sweeping
strictures. on the general conduct of the Carnatic Stipendiaries are objectionable, and the
comments which he bas permitted himself to make on the Proceedm%f Government in
the cases 1eferred to in paragraph 9 are altegether uncalled for and out of place

(Signed) A. J. ARBURHNOT,
Acting Chief Secrelary.

Exd. F. Cartledge.
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