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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Political Department,
14th March 1862,
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Read the following papers :( — g ?
. To His ExcerLeNcy THE RioaT HoNoraBLe St W. T. DENISON, x.c.s.,
No. 33 o Governor in Council of Fort Saint George, Madras.

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,

With reference to my communication of date the 10th November last, announcing my
succession to the Musnad of Cannanore, I most humbly and submissively beg leave to inform
your Excellency in Council, that a similar announcement made to the Co}lector of Malabar on
the above date, copy whereof marked A is herewith submitted, was replied to by the letter B,
containing several queries which were satisfacto_rily answered by the documents C, D and E,
whereby your Excellency in Council will perceive, that from the date of our adherence to the
Mahomedan faith up to this day, comprehending a period of npward.s of 1,200 years, our House
was represented by both male and female senior members of our family ; and that in default of
male heirs, five females have only ascended the Musnad.

Agreeably to the usage observed in my family, I wrote to Brigadier McLeod, Commanding
Malabar and Canara, proposing a complimentary visit, and requesting on that occasion the honor
of the usual salute, guaranteed by the British Government to the representatives of our House,
and was favoured with the letter F, stating that it was intimated to that Officer that such salute
must not be continued to me.

1 could not, therefore, help addressing the letter G, to which I received the answer H,
informing me that my right of succession to the Musnad, vacated by my mother the late Adee
Rajah, Bebee of Canuanore, is ignored by the Collector of Malabar, '

I moreover beg leave to lay before your Excellency in* Council the enclosed documents I
and J, being translations of two Malayalim letters from, and to the late H. V. Conolly, Esq.,
regarding the line of succession observed in my family, and which will further serve to enlighten
your Excellency in Council on the subject. -

Under the above circumstance I most respectfully beg that your Excellency in Council

will be pleased to award kind and indulgent consideration to this brief representation of my
claim, and, at the same time, deign to continue to me, who is the present head of my family, the
honor of the usual salute, &c., since we have been, from the date of our coming under British
protectorate, treated with the distinction due to our rank and position in life.

: (Signed) SULTAN ALLEE,
- CavNaxore, 13th January 1862. ‘ Rajah of Cannanore.
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No. 34. To His Excerrency THE RienT HoxoraBLE Sir W, T. DENISON, &c. &c.,
Governor in Council, Madras.

The representation with Salams of Her Highness
ADI RAJAH, Queen Beebee of Cannanore.
 SHEWETH,

That, Her Highness the Queen Beebee of Cannanore, who reigned previously being lately
dead, and the title rank of the deceased succeed by Her Highness the present one, the due
notice is hereby forwarded for the information of your Excellency.

But, the delay occurred to forward an early notice on the matter was on account of Her
Highness the present one’s father “ Chowakaren Aloopy Elya” was dead in the interval of the
other death. However, Her Highness the present Queen Beebee begs that your Excellency’s
merey will be always remained both on Her Highness and relations ; and in conclusion begs
to affix the sign of the State and private Seal, herein, this day the 26th January 1862.

(Signed) QUEEN BEEBEE.
No. 35.  Telegram from SULTAN ALLEE, Rajah of Cannanore; to His Excellency the
; Honorable Sir W, T. DENISON, x.c.B., Madras, dated 4th February 1862.

Greeting.—I am very much distressed in mind in consequence of my not having heard
in reply to my communication of the 18th ultimo. I therefore most humbly and submis-
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Political Department,
14th March 1862.
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the period that we have had any concern in Malabar, been vested in the person of a i.'emale.
On this point, I beg to invite attention to. 'the 86th paragraph of the Joint Commissioners’
report dated 11th October 1793. The Town and District of Cannanore, were then held by
the person denominated the Valia Beebee, or Great Lady, who is the lineal heir to this little
State, her late husband (Ali Rajah, who died whilst General Abercromby was reducing the place)
being only her consort, but not otherwise or in propriety (whatever influence he may s.md does
appear to have assumed) the Chief Governor. At this early .st'ate of their pt,gcaedmgs, the
Commissioners from Bombay remarked this Lady's chief source of wealth was derived from the
commerce that she and her family had long carried on with Arabia, and different parts of India,
besides which, she exercises a Sovereignty over the Laccadive Islands, the produce of which
she receives in barter for rice, and they had then under consideration the expediency of
farming out this commercial intercourse, either to the Beebee herself, or to some other person ;
meanwhile, she was called on to deliver in a state of the produce and value of her country.”

2, Althoug!;' the Beebee has always enjoyed the position of the Sovereign, the actual
business of the State has generally been performed by a male member of the family under the
designation of Rejah. In some instances, as in the one quoted by the Commissioners, he was
the consort—in others, the son or other nearrelative. The Rajah alluded to by Mr. Robinson in
the 197th paragraph of his report was the husband of the reigning Beebee. The name of the
Beebee now reiguning is Ayeesha, she is the grand daughter of the princess who was Sovereign of
the Laccadives at the time when they were ceded to the British by the treaty of Seringapatam.

, » (True Copy.)
g (Signed) P. GRANT,
Collector.
No. 87. ORDER THEREON, 14th March 1862, No. 108.

Resolved that the Collector of Malabar be instructed to inform Sultan Allee of Cannanore
that the Government decline to recognize his claim to the style and dignity of his late m‘oth.er,
as it appears from the Records that from the connection of the British Gove.mment with
the House of Cannanore, the succession has always descended in the Female liae.

(Signed) T.PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.

Exd. F. Cartledge.
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