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No. 24. Read the following letter from W. M. CADELL, Esq- Government Agent at

Tanjore; to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George,

dated 27th May 1861, No. 196.

Paragraph 1. I have the honor to report, for the information of Government, that, as
directed in their Proceedings of the 10th ultimo, No. 192, 1 have Opened and examined the con-
tents of all the boxes in the Déstén Mahal, and have verified the contents of each with the Cata-
Jogues ; these have been all found to be perfectly correct and, as stated in my former communi=
cation, there was no reason to believe (hat this apartment had ever been entered or its contents
tampered with. This apartment has now been secured in as secure a way as it admits of ; on the
(hree sides it is surrounded by walls common to other apartments and on the remaining side it
has three iron doors with wooden shubters within, two of these have been nailed up and the only
remaining doors have been secured by 2 triple set of good padlocks.

2, 1 have also examined the contents of the Eshwant and Sankeeta Mahals, and the state-

ment which accompanies this communication shews, as accurately as can be ascertained, what
articles are missing from among those entered in the Catalogues prepared by Mr- Phillips.

3. 1 have also to report, for the information of Government, that, previous t0 leaving Tan-

jore, 1 committed seven Sepoys of the 13th Regiment N. 1. on the charge of robbery and in all

. 2 » "
n property was found as will be seent from the accompanying :st. The whole of

of whose possessio
these Sepoys are Mahommedans and, from the evidence adduced, it appears that the Talim Khanah,

or place of wrestling, belonging to the Detachment, Was the place in which the robbery was pro-
bably planned and to which the gold was brought and melted previous t0 its disposal. AR
immense accumulation of ashes and about fifteen of the moulds attached to the State Harness,
(and from which the gold had been stripped) were found in this place buried several feet under
the flooring.

4. 1Inawell helonging to one of the Sepoys now committed Was fo
instruments for picking locks and also & set of apparatus for smelting 3 there can therefore be 10

and a complete set of

doubt but that the robbery was deliberately and skilfully planned, and looking to the facility
with which an entrance could be effected into the Eswant Mahal, [ am inclined to think that the
robbery has been going on for several months. Regard%‘t}lis,however, Iam notyetin a position

o houses of several of the Prisoners,

to speak pos'\tively, put in the Talim Khanah and also 1
ugh couched in somewhat enigmati-

letters (all in Hindustanee) have been discovered which,
cul terms, would still seem 1o shew that property was being abstracted and made away with in
February.

5. The outer door of the Eshwant Mahal is a very large high door with a rounded top in
eight pieces oOF folds with hinges, fitting into the arch work ; it opens outwards and the hinges
(which are also on the outside) are of the commonest description, inside thereis 2 door which
opens inwards and is also in eight pieces composed of iron bars fixed in wooden frames, but
this door, as far as 1 have been able to ascertain, was simply closed and nob locked or secured
in any way On the outside door there was a basp and staple in which was fixed a country
padlock wrapped round in cloth and tied and sealed with Mr. Phillips seal in the centre of the

padlock.

6. Up to the date of my opening the premises on the 20d April, this seal remained intact
and unless on very close obsexvation it could not be discovered that the lock bad been opened
or in any wWay tampered with. On a more minute examination it however appeared that the
cloth opposite the key-hole had been slit and again gkilfully sewn Up the place where the
open'mg had been made being again skilfully concealed in the folds of the cloth. TFrom what
has been stated it will be thus seen that the effecting an entrance into the apartment was, by no
means, a mabter of great difficulty and looking to the size of some of the articles found to be
missing, 1 am inclined to think that the abstraction of property must have been going on for

gome time.

%, With regard to the conduct of the Palace servants and their complicity in the matter,
1 regret much to state that I have been unable to obtain any satisfactory evidence at least such
d warrapt me in committing them to 3 Criminal Court. That the Sitkele and his

as woul
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which have not only been tolq
themselves, but are matters

during thig enqui

strong grounds for suspicion d amongst ofh
g ers

house of a creature of his wh
dismissed and forbidden its

against the Sirkele, an
o had lately been re

10.  In the present unsettleq st
recommend that the Sirkele shoul
bring these facts to notice 50 tha
ment may have it in theijr power to
should be retained or not,.

ate of the affairs of the Raj,
d ‘be summarily removed, b
t when the affairs of the R
determine whether the sery

I am, however, not prepared to
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; successful. It is known that -
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: igh he Raja of Tanjore.
i ticles stolen in the Palace of His late Highness the Raja o 1]
' o Probable [ Value. Remarks.
[ Names of articles. quantity. |
Pagoda | po |, 'p,
Gold. ' s weights. §
tirely  ro-
1. Plate covers of the Rathum or % 55 15,504 0 OTh;ogz’&tesfrzﬁ 3;?0221’?“;;3“{ t!i?e
| g 7y : S L lower parts of all the eight pillars
B and from the upper part of one
of them.
5o | a0y 20209 0 0 (TR NG R b
2. Do. of Ambari i e & 53§ 93381 0 8 it romord. e whole
] S O AR T A
g. lez.k(r)xf)?)z(:)tf‘ ‘Sfe net work Hauda.| 2 40 90 ‘
5'. Gold ornaments set in with cosn- | |
3 mon stones belonging to a horse e | 360 ()‘ 0 |
head stall.._ ........... RETTEPRPTRAE ’ '
R e |
‘ thep A0, iessnsssescizon : |
17, Do. &f li(:lr:)’s figure belon.é.;.l'n'%r“tf ] ot 975[ O\ 0
another do. v oo amees = | R |
. of Harusam or peacoc 23 1,000 00 | ol
o ee ey ! M b oo
UPPErIS.cesvsene &
4 Xwoagi:?i};:sta?;igg I;:Ir)nall piecest !
10. o}; different gold articleszonlr;ecit—; 39‘]’1 a o6
ed with the Rathum or Ambar ..‘ | I | ]
Silver. { , 1]
. S =
11. Instruments for cleansing bll'ds sl 8| 0“ g
CAZES..eesussss siaranernisaenes el
i ieces of silver plate belong g
= E;ﬁ;tg:ﬁ: Tomjan Hfau_clla.... e 17 |
mall pieces of silver arti- |
g S::llr::rZo:nectg)d with the Rathum\ &2 ' 1+ q
Ambati, &Coivererisarnonnan 12 —(-)‘-6
Total Rupees... "".f_'.'.;".f,'.Lj'f;__Gﬁlls R
T No. ~ Arms. ; : T
t with precious s
r g handle,szi v:vilth rll)xbies and emeralds.
oot SRR set with flat rubies.
o “ ¥ ornamented with gold.
i # s silver mounted scabbard.
ol with silver hilt.
114, Kuttarah, silver gilt.
115. y silver hlmi;‘]t
ith gilt hilt. . ; >
118; Battle axe, blade inlaid with gold, handle plated with gol

= recovered. 2
};g Tul;s:a,h, sce;.’bbard ornamented with gold, recovered.
173. Boys Tulwah ,,

901. Six Turkish swords with plain handle,
508. Dagger, with agate handle.
“??3 ’: :: get with a ruby.
312: :, black stone handle.
513. 4 green stone handle.
514. s »
515. 5 5
| 4 7
4ty " with Vullum stone handle.
520- 1) - 3Y
- i . CADELI
TANJORE, GOVERNMENT AGENT’s OFFICE, (Signed) W. M s
A 3

" Government Agent,
Rasau Mapawm, 27th May 1861. P 7
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No. 25. OnpER THEREQN, 18th June 1861, No. 285,
The Government Agént at Tanjore ﬁrts his further proceedings in connection with the

robbery of the Raj property- .
9 The examination of the Déstdn Mahal has been completed, and it is gratifying to learn

that the contents of the' boxes, on comparison with their catalogues, have been found to be

perfectly correct. o
i ing ¢ to Mr. Cadell’s letter shows the value of the

3. The list forming one of the enclosures ! : |
roperty s>tolen from the other Mahals to have been Rs. 61,118, besides twenty-five weapons of
sarilc))us kinds daggers, battle axes, &c. The property recoveredis not wort_h more than Rs. 1,400.
. including the two who were on sentry on the Déastén Mahal on the night

f the 31st March, have been committed for trial before the Combaconum Court. How far .any
gf the Native Officers were found to be implicated does not appear, but as it is scarcely possible

L T that a robbery so extensive and embracing
Proceedings, 10th April 1861, No. 192. apparently so longa period of time, could hav'e
P 2Tth oo SR, o R0 been perpetrated without gross negligence if
the previous papers will be communi-

-Chief for such action as

4, Nine Sepoys,

not acbual connivance on their part—the present re;.)or? with :
cated through the Military Department to the Provincial Commander-in

he may deem necessary. _

5. From what is stated in paras. 5 & 6, the Eswant Mabhal, from which the property was
must have been very imperfectly secured. Too much reliance seems to have been
ys invited by the temptation offered by the large mass
betrayed the trust and plundered the property which

abstracted,
placed on the Military guard. The Sepo

of valuable property so easily accessible,

it was their duty to protect. :

6. The inquiry has not established such complicity on the part of the Sirkele and his ser-
vants as would warrant their committal to the Criminal Court as accessories, but it is clear that
no confidence can be reposed in the Sirkele after what has occurred and under the suspicious
circumstances reported by the Agent. The Government do not think it desirable that he should
longer be retained in the public service and they direct that he be discharged.

% The efforts of the Police for the recovery of the stolen property have had but very little
success. The Agent will report if any further recoveries are made of any moment.

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.

Exd, F, Cartledge.
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