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No. - 5. Read the following letter from W. M. CADELL, Esq, Government Agent
Tanjore; to T. PYCROFT, Esq’, Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George:

dated Chedubava, 25th May 1861, No. 195. .
In compliance with the request of Her Highness Kamékshi Sahib, I have the honor to
forward the accompanying Memorial with its enclosures, to the address of the Right Honorable

the Governor Genersl of India in Council.
o that it is unnecessary for me to offer auy observations on the document in

this occasion, is simply to be the channel of communicating the
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[ presum
question, and that m¥ daty, on
Lady's wishes.

o

To rue /RicHT HoNORABLE THE GoverNoR GENERAL IN CouNcIL,

o ‘Sﬂz‘w'ﬁl

That on the 15th of

The respectful Memorial of Her Hi
o ighness
KAMATCHI BOYEE SAIBA, Ranee of
Tanjore.

March last the Right Honorable Sir Charles Woad stated in his plae
in the House of Commons that he was waibing to receive your Lordship’s opinion on- the cl:ursz
to be pursued in the case of your Petitioner and that of the Royal family of Tanjore before pr

ceeding to a final consideration of their claims. Copy of the report of the discussion in ;he E-Ig:;;

of Commons on that oecasion
Ll h_g‘t‘ tanding that therwhole matter is still under your Lordship’s deliberation, and that

the Proceedings of the Madras Government on the subject have been al,so trar])cl

. N o ) : S~
r now seeks at your Lordship’s hands that favorable consideration
r clemency and jusiice towards the faithful Native Piinces of

accompanies marked A.

itted to you, your Petitione

“which your known character fo

i and_the merits,uf ‘her own individglﬂl case fully entitle her to expect; and she entreats

-‘.L,,jmlfﬁ-la ship to make such liberal propositiou in your report to the Secretary of State for India

1 e hay confirm that high fuﬂ@ﬁonary in his present disposition and declared intention of treatin :

o %‘etﬁﬁonér and her famﬂy\wibh a munificence worthy of the dignity of the British Crow§

% a4 Nation, and in some measure compensatory of the grievous loss which your Petitioner

“ﬁ .}her.gm“y‘w;ve.w&fed,;without any fault of their own, by the declaration of the late
Ccl)h&t-"t -of rec$¢f’ that the R ':of Tanjore has ceased to exist.

‘ o g St this d_é_olal';lﬁ_i‘_‘ i proceeded upon an entike mistake of the Hindu Law with

R & suobession, ydu"i“’ipé“; wer is prepared to maintain. From first to last it has never

X 5 sﬁrﬁd ot the extinction’of the Raj was the consequence of any political necessity or

ARG Noﬁﬁﬂ_g'ShUrt of the proved treason of the late Rajah could have justified entailing

Kive penﬂﬁe,- on ‘hi;“‘fami]y: whereas the fact of his fidelity to the Treaties betwee:l

- R PGS adid Company:is patent and notorious, has been frequently recognized and

‘e admitted by the British Government in terms as conclusive as those of the late Resident

i in"p?.&lgl'?l’h 18.{0@' ms lotter to the Madras Government of the 6th November 1855.

of which aompanies maxked B-

3 ~ground has ever been taken. The extinction of the Raj was

unds 3 namely, that the Rajah of Tanjore had died without leaving

im in his Crown and dignity. This was the contention of the

our Lordship of the 16th April 1855. This was the contention

gI;i'a Company put in to the Bill filed by your Petitioner in Hor
dras.
m}sgertion in law and fact has been already superabundantly
e before the Supreme Court, it was proved by the Records of
; ‘ | e six reigning Sovereign of Tanjore of the dynasty of your Petitioner
was a female, Soojan Dee who succeeded her husband, Bava Sahib, on his death without male
;ssue or any adopted son- Copy of the report of the_proceeding in the Madras Suprere Court
 drawn up by your Petitioner’s Counsel accompanies marked C. in the appendix to which will be
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Political Department,
5th June 1861.
found the pedigree and historical records referred to. Mr. Forbes in his letter aboye referred to
(B) makes mention of severa) female successions; and tdte annals of Indian hi

story present many
Boyee of the great Maratta family of Bhonslay, one of the niost

the Ranee of Trichinopoly mentio red by Orme; the cclebrated
1 Dusgawattee, and others, whom it is superfluous to mention : as a single precedent is sufficient

e . 1
to disprove the asserted existence of uny law analogous to th
Women are exeluded from Sutcession to the throne.

6. But beyond this, Lord K
of the Privy Council which rey

more. Such are those of Ahlia
illustrious women in all ages ;

ingsdown in delivering the decision of the Judicial Committee

ersed the Judgment of the Supreme Court on the question of
Jurisdiction, thys noticed the point of law taken by the East India Company, that the Raj had

ceased to exist:— [y is extremely diffieult to discover in these papers any ground of legal right,
on the part of the Eqgy India Com pany, or of the Crown of Great Britain, to the possession of this Raoj,
“or of any part of the properly of the Rajak on his death i and indeed, the seizure was denounced
“by the Attorney General (who from circumstances explained to us at the bearing appeared as

“Counsel for the Respondents, and not in his official character for the Appellants) as a most
“violent and unjustifiable measure, The Rajak was an independent Sovereign of terrilorics
h undoubtedly minute, and bound by Treaties to a powerful neighbour; which Teft him pﬁ'&ical]y»
““little power of free action, but he did not hold his terrifory, such as it was, as a fief of the British
** Crown, orof the East India Company, nor does there appear to have been any pretence Jor claim-

. “ing it on the deqy), of the Rajah without a son by any legal title either as an escheat ox as bona
‘““ vacantia,” ‘ BRI

fes Al e b

59, argued that the Tanjo
strongly expressed opinion of the Priv
“informed or impartial Natjve would maintaj
Your Petitioner with all submission beg

opinion of Natives of (he highest respectability
accordance with Hindu 1,

ship’s own experience,
Ranees exist or no

effective service to

derived from your la
i and especially she wo
the Britisi Governmen
8. Your Memorialist

te extended Progresses in
uld point to the Ranee of |
t during the recent mutin

of the loyalty ang

duting the trying times of the late strag
authority in preserving the people in

lunteer their services to the Madras
either in the District of Tanjore, or on For
assures the Princes and people of Indi,
same principles of justice as are hep ¢
globe; and your Lordship has trayers
upon those potentates who were fui
lion, Such an act of justice und m
the country as a signal mark of
Memorialist gathers that such a con
ment of Madras as at present constituted,
rable W, Morehead Writes,
“ fivst to last decided 00 much on

Y the legai’ claims of the parties ;

eign service,

e Salie law of France, whereby 7

i
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i itrary Act
S5 Tanjore Raj as an arbitrary
an only view the abulxbno_n of the/: I‘ ar:ﬁ:ec‘.aifned, A
paR T e state.d, : 0‘1'“ erence 10 the title or right of ¢ zw‘ak " The Judicial Committee
- of State carried out without Z{pear to be the heirs of the .latle ’ af“(;mey i orapa e
" . e » IR Lajesty's e
“ing to Hindu Caw aad;::ydenou“"ed he Act; Her aMsuin :;L of * barefaced spoliation;” Mr.
of the Privy Counc

; ngaage : : ¢ open plunder;”
1, has denouncedfit in the Burongest. Jalgadgs called it in Parliament “ open p
Bethel, has

or Ludia, I n-
der Secretary of state fur. ; and the current of public opinion, fort
Henry Buillie, the late T d it in the same light;
ien 'ewe

g 1 )a a 1l f Il diﬂ,
: i i 3 l nd noble fa“)liles (9]

: jon ¢ ilies of Indiajare
tly so strong in favor of annexation an policy whereby the great fam
erl

‘ isdom of a 2 3 4r existence has been
; irely changed. The v\rls % § Tongth betoguited’s Lhoif ex
wesf i et o) ty and integrity, has beeu at leng
. ir dignity a o
, ved in their dig
preser

e, an our I.o (1’1 i has 'mmorta-
iti ra y r .hlp 1
‘ f , e great s-lfe-gu'd.tds Of the Brltlsh I ,‘ d }lh in ri h ‘

e 1 In i i t : T ll ld 1ent Of lheir legal light Lo adopt.
Iﬂed 30\“ n = i l‘l) ,d s .K)n [hrouyh t«he ﬂck iowie gn 1
' “ it 2S ucce

- i rities s 3
] ] helr POSte 1

manence It

: adopt, one Raja
jore was desirous of adopting, and fugy- )::e:x;]: (;:)(t)xr Mpemorialist's
9. Thelate Raja bof Tamiw fitted for affiliation; but, that dea onies. This youth, with
Sahib, a youth in every Wiy rformance of the o c?rem al ::eremouies; with the
Ram d off too suddenly for the Pel family, performed the Rajah’s funera Uk~ n
Busied ¢ the whole of the Roya . and as your Lordship is AN ik, by n adoption
the et the Resident Mr. i band to the widow is required to render .?11' ess 1o
kanleflge-"f he hority from the husban s she now expresses, h.er willingne:
Wyl ress authority always expressedl, jah for his successor, and
it ist has uth designated by the Raja he action
i, in favor of th(-f yoRa'eram from a desire not to embarrass the -
itherto from adopting .x]mder consideration. His Excellency f}“;f ':is
nt while her c‘asfl :’istinute of the 22nd January 1230;;3{2 sanclnion
ick Grant,1 : ent Maratta Sta
, ut;i‘:w» Al cus:znx:us(;fe‘::;ll);naiﬁly, and with ever greater force

e rTu ; ‘mal adoption.”
e e sa'mhaving claimed without making any formal P .
oth instances

»

.

ion of the
ined not again to open up the question o ;
g irl'e‘"oc“b]_{ L?[Z::x(‘::"ila\r;?:t most ge.-arne:stly h(;]pes ﬁhat;“ );il:;el::l;‘jfsglg
bl isi nd the other : .
| w‘;ﬂl;n%?uliaﬁzi:tag Z‘;:;zr;:(;rlroe:;, but may\ be consistent with
] ve the :
SRy ﬁzs;rnglish Government and nation. S
" < of the Madras Government, under date the 5t e
g i ction between the Rajah’s State and priv ‘p“St
E nt; and it was proposed that your Memom.a‘ y
g qov‘fm“]“; re’ceive a few of the jewels of the la.te Raja ;
s el o~ hemeral pensions, diminishing - dying oul ;1
Sy Bma“(}epmral of Madras, in his opinion of the 261h'Ju y
oca’te ::e widest distinction between publi.c and prx-va.l‘e
e e e’““. tninu was adopted in accurda.nce w.vnth tl;e :'::“;‘
et e peﬂ§ ‘OL Dd Dalbousie, as exemplified in the let
3 8 it;]:ptl::her()lr856, 1o the Government of Madras.
of the, 8t \

f Mr Secretary TEdmonstone's letter is as follows :—

i Suhan,
A he descendants of Tippoo
' ined in the case of t ‘ 3 T
jject recently at:'a“:lsions, will be ensured Prospecn\lrel{v ::::Ea:;:ect.
e Sgaml!:ti‘;ns of the pensioners will know exa;::vym ks S5gae of
K1 heirs and re ust take their places amongs
& g when they m ; foreseen upon any one.
“fan # ﬂ \‘Ee hafote thﬂm. 'the 3:eexei‘tio“. NO change \.’Vlu .coﬁese‘:s‘ib]y felt upon each suC~
¢: :ngi: and fely a\pon ﬁ(;e:;rgugh three generations, n:iak!lrllg :;:: babits of improvident depen-
¢ India, . 111 exten ispel gradually : i il when
' ing Wil RS oped, to dispe’ &I endiary royalty,
" Tb:i:;rf‘ wi i A E:e&l: trave been found inseparable from stip
e W s, W
« dence Wd‘z‘_“—?w“s 7 "
« maintained l“deﬁ/“}tery &

]
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12, Your Memorialist wijll not comment upon the principles here unfolded ; principles
which would Justify the stripping the nobility of England of thejr ancestoral possessions -
principles which are false in morality as they are in political economy ; principles ubterly opposcd
to the changed temper of the present times; principles which nothing but the ¢ high-handed
| nsolence of a dominant race,” to quote from Sir Charles Trevelyan’s well known words, could

ever have suggested to the imperious will of a despotic power.
13. By your Memorialist asking whether the *“Rules” framed for regulating the pensions

of the descendants of Tippoo Sultan have any applicability to the case of the descendants of the

Rajahs of Tunjore 2 whether there is the faintest analogy between the two ? Tippoo Sultan
hazarded his kingdom on the fate of war

¢ he was the deadly enemy of the British; their supre-
macy recled for the moment under the impetuosity of his and Hider Ally’s enmity.
When the fortune of war made the British masters of the field, and Tippoo was lying a lifeless
corpse under (jp gateway of his own fortress, there was no obligation, legal or moral, upon the
conqueror to make any provisions for the relations of the defeated. The doing so was a purely
spontaneous act of benevolence : the grant might well assume what form the giver pleasad, and
be coupled with whatsoever conditions seemed mect to him., But Tanjore neyer ¢ost d&e.‘q;_\it,ish
nation “the life of 5 single Soldier or the value of a single Rupee ;" wﬁi.it was ‘fé‘éwithe

“ery of the orphan” was never heard ; nor did the ¢ widow shed a tear.” Si) ce the British have
held peaceable Possession of the

territories which the Rajahs of Tanjore voluntarily ceded,
d numbers twenty crores or as many millions sterling " They
nereasing"revenues frdm the territories of the Rajah% they will
as the conisderation for which the Rajahs of Tanjore handed
over to the East India Company this magnificent heritage 2—The promise, solemuly ratified by
Treaty and as confidently accepted, that so long as there should be any “heirs or suecdssors™ of
the contracting Rajahs, so long the East India Company would pay them thesam yearly reserwed.
by the Rajahs out of the patrimony they were parting with, Can it be'»li;aintu‘ined that the
bestowal of a pension, fading away gradually, is a ful Glment of the ther |

letter or the spirit? Caq it be argued that the maintenance of the Royal family is a charge upon
the public revenues, when in fact they ask :

for nothing more than that wh%cfh’tb'eit ancestors
t of their immense wealth,

are still drawing vast annual and j
€ver continue to do so. What v

reserved for them oy
British Government ?

14.  As to the amounts of pensiong which Sir Charles Trevelyan oﬁ'eregii\”t‘h'yﬂur ‘Mgmoril-,

list and her family, true it is also, that he professed to be guided by the, principle that the
members of the Royal family should not be Placed in a worse position than they would have
been if there had been an ordinary succession, For:this purpose inquiry was direci dto the
mouthly allowances which the Rajah was in the habit of making to

family, and this was assumed fo be the fitting sum to be
ment.  But your Memorialist would fain point to the fa
vision. This monthly payment by the Rajuh was in m

found for your Memorialist and the rest of the family ; they lived under the shadow of the Raj;

& 'y
but now that the Royal dignity is taken away, itis only fitting that the Government, which by its
irresistible power effectuated its declaration that the Raj had escheated,

for the family and successors of their most steadfast ally somewhat in proportion to theip former

estate, and such as it is not beneath the munificence and dignity of the British ‘l}iﬁ‘h'n‘,td offer.

15. The Madras Government was not unanimous in its opinion as to the course to be
adopted towards your Memorialist and the Royal family, ‘Tt is notorious that after Mr, Walter

Elliot, who had been a party to the original seizure, had retired from the Counijl, the whole of
the Madras Government was opposed to the views of Sir Charles Trevelyan ;¥ and that their
recommendations have been gradually characterised by an increasing degree of liberality.

16. Sir Charles Trevelyan himse!f in his Minute of the 17th January 1860, proposed more ‘
favorable disposition of the private property than he had originally sanctioned, ‘

17. His Excellency the late Commander-in-Chief in his Minute of the

which they were about to | nd over to the

should make provision

aeh

220d January B
1860 writes: —*“ T am of opinion that the Regalia is the only portion of the Tanjore Raj, which

LR

—
———ra
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3 he British Government. 1 also think
“should be viewed as strictly Prope:Yma?c:etr;zfegyt: in paiagraphs 9, 10 of the ??r._oceedings
“rn -I/z‘l]agea, ZLands, and Galf et ;huuld be valued by the Collector or other Civil Officer
“ of Government of 5th I?ecerx?bel; ;sv; lue made over with the moveable prope.rty arfa' effects to the
“ of the District, and t{zezr.eattmf}'l e roportion to each sharer as may accord with Hlludu Law\f afid
“ family of the late Rajah in sune il; appears to me would be unseeml'_z/ and.unbecammg t'/ze dzgnzly
« Maratta usage; any othj;::::’;ealing with the case of a Royal family whick has been for nearly
“ e Brivish Governm ' i
"(:{:fntury our Royal and fazthﬁ;l fii‘-’/J anuary 1860, the Honorable W. Morehead concurs
18. In his Mim.lte of‘ the zto[ the treatment of the Villages, and writes : —* In respect'to the
with the Commander-l-n-ghlfaf als my opinion is that we should do more th&l.l he_" (L.he ?resxdent)
“ treatment of tlhe R:;J:l}::t iv':‘}l:;ther property is eventually given to them, its distribution should
“ deems advisable an :

isi Ilindu Law. ' | .
" i pmmsl:om'ajs :eeorded by the President in the 5th paragraph of his Minute are
1 regret that the view

: i inion that I have recorded in my Minute,
: , : to. I still abide by the opin . .
Pl i reSP;ﬂd 1;59 on the subject of the sequestration of the Raj, and my cel:’n:neat
¢« dated the 29th L“\Iovem ;" ruliﬂ’g powers may be now induced so to act as to rend.er the measures
« desire and hope 1s lthatlt zarried out as free from further harshness as the circumstances of
: ready
s which they have a

i AR admi:l Of(.l Iso points out that the sequestration of the Raj has been most profi-
19. Mr. Morehead als

b i i accruing to the State from the
o = i iew,” he writes, * the results g
¢ [n a pecuniary point of view,

to it has been most profitable ; @ permanent
% .eq"?s“ation esho Raj and;l;zg;:}:;rguf::: l;ew(ilusiue of the pfension propus.cd .to be granff:;ll
“ gnnual income of upwards of arried to the credit of the State since the deuns‘e of the Raja
¢ has been obtained. .The auﬂ;l ccharoes referred to in the Despatch from the ngh'c Honom/i)/le
finclehs aiten d;dsu::::gf;ulrxd?a, dated 17th December 1859, has been upwards of thirty lakhs
“ the Secretary o
“ of Rupees.” Mr. Maltby also in his Minute of 30th of .January 1860, endorses
; 20. The Hgfmmble h r‘;om.se to be adopted with regard to the private property.
Mr. Morehead's view of the hat the whole of the private property will now be re.:,t(?rc?d:
21. It may l:)e asst:f;::g :o the claims of the Kajah to c;rtatiz \‘lli}lagez;y tl:;lart. t ;i:il:(;:a
ions . have been 5 sed to have made the discov -
i;i?:;l; his lett_er'of the ltlhl:l ['{ :jlghisi:?:;gfisf the Treaty of 1798 : but the' Advocatfe Genfrz:
perty had been retained bl)'_ opinion of the 30th of January 1858, eﬂ'ect.ually dlspo'ses‘o an aaalf:
i e T sl 'm:i p‘t.h ravity, or to conceive put forward with any belief in its reality
tion, Wil € Bt A ::t ff Her Highness Avoo Sahiba has also been declared not to be
BT A Propadeybehind her back, notwithstanding she has in vain as‘ked for an
bk, on 30 £ pamf re};mrttlil:le and that both the late Commander-in-Chief, and the Honorable
OPPortun:.Y :;f i:;;":lged:md ;h,ar, further investigation is at least necessary.
W. Morehead,

| toration of the private property, which is indubitably theix gy

e G cmi ith the honor of the British Government to retain, your Memorialist
which it never can conslst w1 S e R membe‘rs el
desires to know W_}:‘_‘t C:,l;fci:] :hey have lost by the extinction of the Rajand which was secured
family, for the position

g tv after treaty.

to the Rajah and bxs. s.uccei‘sol:: 1;);.“';: i in the words of the Honorable Mr. Morchead, .“ an

23, If the abolition o Lied Oth Wi‘t’houi reference to the right or title of those who by Hindu
“ Arbitrary act of State, ca{; the heirs of the late Rajab,” surely such an act ought to be g
¢ Law and usage ki t,o ces with as little harshness as possible ; esPecla.lly in _Such a ca*’_e.él:
Rk rosr 4 Clrcum?t"“ arties set aside have from their earliest relatl(?ns with t_"h?‘ Bﬂ.tls
ity = whe.l‘e % I:heir friendship and alliance and in their ﬁdel.lty to their lreatule.:;
natioln l-):e}l: uﬁ:;?;?:;g:inl:uished for political reasons, the soundness of which your Memoriali
Surely if the o
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of a system of Pensions, extended ouly for one or more ljves, Rather is it a cause for treating
the family of the ally with princely liberality, and establishing the descendants of the Rajahs, ag
the great Noble family of Tanjore, enjoying their private Property, dispensing the charities of a]]

igious endowments which have been established by their ancestors, and which make the 1 A
people look up to them as their patrons and benefactors ; and at the same time rich in such a
Permanent Ppanage, as will enable them to spend as heretofore a large annual income among -
governing and governed.

24 Such an act as the re-establishment of the Royal family of Tanjore, if not in the Raj,
at least at the heaq of the nobility of Southern India, would be a real fitting termination to the
career of one why has lived to quell a rebellion, vitalized, if not originating in the policy of
" annexation ; who ha:s rewarded the faithful, as he has punished the guilty ; who has Promulgated -
the right of adoption throughout the length and breadth of the land ; who has been the first
Viceroy to carry out the promises of [ey Majesty's Gracious Proclamation ; and 1o whom, above

for a course of liberality and Jjustice, to bring at last
» all those harassments anq anxieties to which she and the other members of the Royal

years, without any fault of their own, and

Parace, Tansore, :
204 May 1861,

No. 6. To the Secretary to the Government, of
George, 5th J une 1861, No. 275,

I am directeq by His Excellency the ‘Governor in Council to forward, for submission to

the Government of India, the accompanying Memorial, with, enclosures, from Her Highness
Kamatchee Boye Sahiba, senior widow of the last Rajah of Tanjore.

2. All the Papers connected with this Memorial

India, Foreign Department, dated Fort Saint

3

(Sigued) P, PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.
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Exd. T. Dunn,
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