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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Political Department,
26th April 1861,

No. 79.  Read the following letter from Surgeon Major ED WARD G. BALFOUR, Govern-
ment Agent at Chepauk, and Paymaster of Carnatic Stipends, to T. PYCROFT, Esq.,
Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated 16th April 1861, No 445.

I have the honor, as ordered on petition® No. 679 of 1861, to report
¢ Herewith returned. on the claim of Syed Hafiz-ud-Din and three other dependants of the late
Ghouse-un-Nissa Bibi.

~e

is now receiving the half thereof as a “ Bekar” Carnatic Stipendiary and he and the three other
petitioners claim the issue of the entire Rupees 7 per mensem on the ground that it was a con-

ditional or Mashruti grant.

2. Syed Hafiz-ud-Din was on the Nabob's books as in receipt of Rupees 7 per mensem: he

3. Petitioners have obtained from Madar-ul-Umra Bahadur an opinion in favor of their
claim, and the Dewan further adds that * the petitioners are entitled to get a full pension in
their names, according to the rules of Government.”

4. I have the honor to mention that in a petition to this Office, No. 4,754 of 1858, Syed
Hafiz-ud Din made a claim of a similar character and the endorsement I then wade, which he
encloses in his petition under report, was strictly applicable to his case, and I wouid now add
that in my opinion, the claim for issue of full pension, which he and the three others now make,
in the petition under report, is not admissible by the rules which Government laid down, and I
submit that the opinion given on their case by the Dewan, as above quoted, is not in accordance
with the Government rules, is contrary to the practice of the Nabob's Sircar, and is opposed to
the Dewan’s own returns to this Ofiice in 1855.

5. In explanation of this opinion I have the honor to remind that the only dependants of
the Wabob to whom full life pensions were allowed by Government, were the membexs of the

‘ Immediate Family,” the ‘Chief Officers,” and the ** Pensioners proper.”

6. In the Dewan’s letter of 1st December 1856, he defines the last class as follows:  the

A_“ parties, against whose names the word Pensioner is written, are either those who receive pen-

“ sions for their own services in the Sircar (similar to the pensioned Civil and Military Ser-

“ vants of Government) or the wives and children of such individuals,” —and, by this test, peti-

tioner and the three others are not Nabob's pensioners, but are Bekars, entitled only to the one

half as they now draw of that amount which was entered against their names in the Nabob’s
books.

7. The first individual of this family whose name is found in the Sircar Records is peti-
tioner's maternal grand-father, Mahomed Yacoob, who enjoyed Rupees 15 per mensem from the
19th Rabee-ool Awul 1241 (1st November 1825,) to the 9th Rujjub 1258 (17th August 1842), as
a maintenance while he was a student at the Nabob’s school, and on the last date he was dis-
charged. A few days afterwards, viz., on the 13th Rujjub 1258 (21st August 1812,) on that
student’s proceeding to Mecca, the same sum of Rupees 15 per mensem was granted to his
daughter Ghouse-un-Nissa Bibi, which, within a few months, was reduced to Rupees 7 per
mensem, on the 13th Suffur 1259 (15th March 1843), and so continued until her démise on the
15th Mohurrum 1266 (1st December 1849,) After her death, viz, on the 17th Jamady-ool
Awul 1266 (st April 1850), Rupees 7 per mensem were granted to petitioner Syed-Hafiz ud
Din, her eldest son, conditional on supporting her heirs.

8. It will be observed from the above, that Petitioners are the children of a woman named

Ghouse-un-Nissa, who was the daughter of a student at the Nabob’s school, who was in receipt

%of a monthly allowance of Rupees 15, for a short time, as a means of enabling him to prosecute
Liis studies there. '

9. Neither petitioners, nor their mother, nor their grandfather, ever performed any
service to the Sircar : and they cannot therefore on the Dewn’s own definition be classed as
pensioners proper, but are simply Bekars.
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