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DProceedings of the Madras Government, Political Department,
jor t/w month qf I’ebruary 1860

Kead the fellowng papers :—

No. 13. Read the following letter from H. D. PHILLIPS, Esq., Commissioner of Tanjore ;
to T. PYCROFT, LEsq., Chief Seeretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated
Tanjur, 6th February 1860, No. 739.

Paragraph 1. I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yesterday (Suuday) afternoon,
of your communication dated the 3rd instant, No. 62, disapproving the proposed appropriation of
any of the cloths of the Jamdhar Khana, for the celebration of the marriage of the young Princess.

2. T amunder th2 necessity of replying to this intimation by an expression of my regret,
that matters connected with the approaching ceremony have progressed to an extent which renders
it impossible for me now to adopt measures to yield obedience to the order of Government. But,
I beg to add an explanation of the position of the property in the Jamdhér Khang which will,
1 trust, satisfy the Government that no grounds exist for the belief, that any of the dmc}es in

that department * belong or may be said to belong to the elder Rinis.”

3. The Jimdhar Khdnad was the wardrobe department of the Palace. In it were stored
male and female cloths of every quality and kind, sufficient to load some hundred and ten bul-
lock carts. Numbers of these had been bought under the late R4jd’s orders, seveu, eight, and ten
years ago, but still remained on hand, undistributed. Other cloths of more recent acquisition
and in large quantities had been given away as presents, or used as the necessities of the R&ji’s
wives and concubines or of their domestics, arose. The supply, whether recent or remote, was
also available for the presentations of suits and sets of cloths on the festive occasion which so fre-
quently recur in Hindoo families and which, adverting to the character of the late Prince’s do-
mestic arrangements, were incessantly occurring in his hoasehold. Every kind of cloth appears to
have been kept ready at hand, from the trumpery Manchester red pocket handkerchief for a boy,
to the richest female cloth that the loom of the best weaver in Benares could produce. Madura,
Bangalar, the silk weavers of this and the ncighbouring districts, Ganjum, and Vizdgapatam,
had been largely indented on.  Cashmere, too, had contributed its quota. In fact, weavers scem
always to have been in active employment for the replenishment of the Jamdhér Khdrd and pur-
chases must have been unceasing.

4. Still, nothing was allowed to be taken out of the departinent without orders from the
R4ja, whether the article was a common twelve Annas cloth given to a Fakir, a piece of English
broadcloth to a sepoy, or a costly garment for a lady of his family : and once sent to this lady,
the article was not returned into store. I mention this because it was otherwise with jewels, gems,
gold and silver or other metal plates, and articles of curious or plain workmanship. These may
have been sent out from the departments to which they respectively belonged and they nay have
been temporarily in use by the R4ja’s wives or concubines ; but their retention was only tem-
porary. After a time, the servants of the proper department applied for and invariably received
authority to demand the surrender of all such valuable or common articles. Hence, it has arisen,
that there are so many female ornaments and bousehold articles of every kind in store. The
Rajé was not liberal in actual gifts.  Much jewellery was made up, butlittle passed permanent-
ly into the possession of any of the females of the Palace. Thus, then, it may be possible that a
lady who has had the enjoyment of a particular ornament for a period, may eventuaily allege that
it belongs to her. But, no allegation of this kind can, I subm®, be made, with the slightest regard
to justice or truth, in respect of the new cloths which have been fou
ThJey appear to me to bepas much articles of that property of which “i;"é]:z e;ln:t:fx:)tar hint.

n thelir
- order of date 5th December last, No. 705, havedeclared themselves the % Ultimus Haeres” as
any thing else which the Government may decide on retaining, rather than, as an act of grace
make it over to the family. =

5. And I have proceeded under this impression to take ad vantage for the Princoess’ marriage
of what was ready at hand. I did so forseveral reasons. As the personzl representations against
the marriage which the Avoo Sahiba and the R4ja’s widows made to 1lis Excellency the Governor
in a paper presented at an interview at which I was present, did not succeed in in: lncing His Fx-
cellency to hold out any hope that there would be any modification of the resolution of the Go-
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vernment of Madras to permit the youne Prin
; 3 g cess to select the hugha ice, i
desirable that there should be no further nd of her choice, it seemed

delay in th Jlebrat; . . . i
Sahib. y e celebration of her union with Sakkirim

6. His Excellency was clearly of this opinion :
widow’s protest against the marriage, had been intimated to them some ( bef i
lency reached Tanjir and therefore no obstacle remained to the ado tio(naysf e.tore. Hls. Exc’el-
what was necessary to transfer the Princess, as a bride, to the Palacepof S;kl:zizls:lgsahti(i)r d:;“g
herself desired that i - -
* Junuary, February. month of Taij,* andtl;]eiscg:lcll:l);]e);:“,]il:z n(jz‘};fing;f:;rpid be(}i'o}n'd lh]et‘
yt essed himse

of opinion that the Government Agv
) C gent and myse
o 1 1 e, g yself shounld see that no

also, the rejection by Government of the

7. Under these circumstances, matters were |ef ;
cit to take thejr
course, and the astrol ;
ogers
o

and fawmily priests being of opinon that Thursday and Friday next, the 9th and 10th instant
. ' 1 instants,

were auspicious days for the marriage, the needfy] preparatory steps were taken b the Pri )
Steward, Periaanna, and the Sirkele, for her union with Sakkaram Sahib. Ih Y ﬂf: rl?cess
. e etiect of not

accepting the day first declared auspicious, would have been to defer the ceremony to
one ascertained, that is 43 days later. y to the next

8. To enable the Sirkele to secure the quantity of cloths w
within the first day selected, 1 met his request for certain of those
they have actually been made over to him and intermingle

anted for various purposcs,
W the JAmdhir Khéna and

2Ty .
in the T 1 elsew! | are formed into’ hdmm those which have been purchased
In the Lown and elsewhere, and are formed into ‘sets sueh as i
as, at marriages amongst Mshrattas of

high rank, are wanted for use and presents, The value of th :
’ e cloths so djs vosed of], is ,
4,488.2-0. I y 1s Rupees

9. They are in many instances of a sort not easil rocur -
X ¥ procurable here,

. o , . and certainly, it wi
an utter impossibility to find substitutes for them between this and 1T} Y 1 be

ursday next, if I now

d in makine
. . . . g up the sets
and presentation bundles.  But in this vespect, a further difficulty occurs s for, mixed ag they

have been with a quantity of others of different kinds and a few of the same descriptions, w
. . p . | e
might be withdrawing what does not belong to the Jamdhar Khina and throwing it into store,

withdraw them from the hands of the persons who have been engage
L=hats)

10. The Government will thus, T hope, perceive that much confusion must arise from my
attempting to obey their instructions under notice; and, indeed, [ see no way of doing so, unless
by stopping the marriage for the present and bringing it on again 45 days hence. A step of this
kind, however, would entail serious loss on the Government; for the advances made by the Col-
lector amount to 23,000 Rupees, little of which could row be recovered, whilst fresh additional
outlay would be unavoidable when the ceremony actually takes place. I am, however, satisfied
that, could the Government have witnessed the extremely serious extent of the destruction of
the beautiful specimens of weaving which have fallen under my observation during the past week
they would rest satisfied that 1 have done well in scizing an epportunity of abso:bincr what wili
similarly sufler if further retention of them in the J4mdhar Khdug, should become n:cessary.

11, My plan had been this,  1aving set aside all such cloths of every description as in my
judgment (and T bave personally seen each cloth) fell within the class which the Goverument
Lo term ¢ evidently worthless,” T have been so arrane; e remain; .
now Levi Cevidently wor th esx,” 1 have rranging the remaming uninjured stock, that it
will be easy to make 17 portions of it with the value attached, I had intended v

; ) hen this was
peariv done, to ask the Government to permit me to make an offe

e D Lin 1l rof a portion to cach of the
dxteen widows and to the Princess 5 and in the event of thely v ; - .

sixteen wid : : ! i ' thein refusing to notice the offer, as they
have aimost all done with respect to that [ made regarding cows, an(d cattle, I shonld furt
sought authority to place the cloths in appropriate boxes with the name on ¢

whom the contents were destined and there leave them, arrangements be

her have
ach, of the lady for

: ' ing made to sccure the
boxes against the attacks of white ants by means of a fow custodiang whom it would have been

HOCCSSary to cniertain,
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12. Unless, on a consideration of my intended plan, the Government think it proper for
adoption, I shall take the shorter and more simple course they have now pointed out, of merely
preparing a list showing the number of the cloths, their de cription and their estimated present
value. The Government will not fail to observe, that, if the measures of liberality intended to be
taken as respects the Rdjds personal estate be not interfered with, a step such as I have been think-
ing of will eventually be indispensable.

13. As respects the sale of the damaged and ruined cloths, I have placed myself in com-
munication with the Collectors of South Arcot, Tanjar, Trichinopoly, and Madura, in view to their
giving the ntmost publicity to my intention of having sold here, through the Agency of the
local Thasildar, on the 23rd instant, what I have been led to consider are ¢ evidently worthless”
for any purpose or use to which the Bhai Sahibs or young Princess could apply them. I assume
that such must also be the meaning of the term used in the communication under reply and
unless otherwise instructed, I shall not modify my arrangements. A cloth which originally cost
60 or 80 Rupees at Benares, is now wholly unfit for use by either of the Raja’s widows, because
it has been eaten through and through in parts. Still, such an article is worth more than
the weight of gold and silver thread at its ends and along its borders ; and perhaps a private
individual may find in a ruined scarf, sufficient to make his child a cap and may be willing to
buy such an article for that object only. Of cloths of this description, there are six bozes full
and each box with its contents will be more than sufficiently heavy for a bullock cart.

14.  There is also half such a box full of lace ends and borders which are worth only what

they will yield when melted down. Added to these are about two bundles such as a tall man
can take up on his arms, of ruined Cashmere and Amritsur shawls.

No. 11 MiyuTe BY His ExcELLENCY THE CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF, dated 11th February 1860.

All things considered, I think the Commissioner should now be permitted to adopt the
course he proposes.

(Signed) P. GRANT.

No. 15. Mixute BY THE HonorasLe W. A. MOREHEAD, dated 11th February 1860.

It is a farce Mr. Phillips making this reference. The deed is done and he took care that it
should be so, before he communicated his proceedings to Government.

I would desire Mr. Phillips strictly to carry out the orders of Government in respect to the
cloths left, of course he will take care and see them safely put away and secured from the future
ravages of white ants, as to the mode proposed of dealing with the damaged cloths, I have no
objections to urge.

It must be rather an extraordinary sight to behold a Sudder Judge, assorting old cloths.

As soon as the marriage is over, Mr. Phillips should, in my opinion, be desired to confine
his labors to ascertaining the amount of the Rajah’s debts, and the Government Agent should be
instructed to send one of his Assistants to make out the lists of the remaining property.

(Signed) W. A. MOREHEAD.

No. 16. Mixute BY THE HownoraBLE E. MALTBY, dated 11th February 1860.

By this time the marriage is over, and all that remains to be done is to take care of the “rest
of the cloths together with the other property. I have no objection to the damaged cloths being
disposed of as proposed. '

(Signed) E. MALTBY.

/



Y Y A AP

HOR R TS e

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Political De])artmcn{,
Jor the month of February 1860.
—————— T

A e,

No. 17. ORDER THEREON

In the above letter the Commissioner of Tanjore explains the reasons w
him from giving effect to the orders of Government of the 3
rected that noue of the clothsin the Raj
ceremony of the marriage of the young
that none of such cloths could be consi

, 14th February 1860, No. 80.

hieh would prevent

rd instant, paragraph 2, which di-
ah’s Jamethir Khana should be appropriated for the

Ranee of Tanjore. He also enters into details to show

dered to belong to any of the ladies of the family.
2. The marriage Ceremony will, by this time,

have been concluded, and no orders can there-
fore be issued on this part of M, Phillips’ letter, At the same time they must inform the Com-
missioner that the proceeding

is not one which they can approve nop warr
tions, to which he must car

anted by his instrue-
efully conform for the future.

Of the cloths which remain, those

which are damaged may be disposed of in the
Proceedings 3rd February 1860, paragraph 2, manner which he has proposed. The rest will

be dealt with as recently ordered by Government,
(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.

Vxlo S. T. Augustin,
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