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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Political Depariment,
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No. 38. Read the following letter from Surgeon Major E. G. BALFOUR, Esq., Govern.
ment Agent at Chepauk, to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Governmeut, Fort
Saint George, dated 29th August 1860, No. 1,127.

[ have the honor to forward for the consideration of the Honorable the Governor in Council
a communication* received from His Highness Prince Azim Jah
* Requested to be returned. Bahadoor. .

2. His Highness encloses a petition from Aziz-ul-Moolk Bahadoor asking the Prince to
submit for the favorable consideration of Government, that Rupees 2,49,659-14-0 may be paid
(rom the Treasury to, and on the receipt of, that Bahadoor.

3.  Aziz-ul-Moolk states, as the grounds for his request, that, during the last four years,
under the orders of the Prince, he had been managing the Prince’s affairs and, from time to time,
for His Highness’ use, been raising loans on bonds to that extent, in order to provide the house-
hold and necessary supplies, and that none of these loans have been paid. That the parties to
whom these monies are due, are annoying him with pressing demands for the principal and the
interest, and will not listen to any proposal to wait until His Highness’ claim be settled in Parlia-
ment, especially as they have learned that other creditors have been paid through the means of

Dhanapala Chettyar.

4. The Prince’s letter remarks that the statement in Aziz-ul-Moolk Bahadoor’s Petition
« is quite true and the said amount is also correct ; His Highness therefore forwards the Petition
¢ for the best consideration of Government.”

5. 1n forwarding this request from His Highness the Prince, { have the honor to submit
that from its great maguitude it is not, in my opinion, capable of being considered in the same ‘
light as the petty claims of the Affghan Dealers, and on the other hand, it does not rest on the
strong ground from which Dhanapala Chettyar's request was made.

6. Dhanapala is a servant of the Prince’s household, an old servant, was only for about
6 years in the Regency, a servant of the Nabobs of the Carnatic; but before that till now, for
pearly forty years, has been the Prince’s own servant, and has followed the Prince’s fortunes.
Any application from him to the Prince might, therefore, be regarded as truly for the household
of his master. But Aziz-ul-Moolk Bahadoor (without purposing to enter on the consideration
as to whether the amount claimed be legally due,) can only be regarded as one of His Highness’
many creditors. And, though in his petition to the Prince, he states that he is now applying for
this money because his own (Aziz-ul-Moolk’s) creditors arc pressing him, especially since they
have learned that other creditors have been paid through the means of Dhanapala éhettyar, his
own position is exactly what he relates as to others; and if his request were complied with, such
would give him a preference to all other creditors and pay him to the extent of 2} lacs of Rupees,
nearly half of all the Prince’s arrears. )

- = T think it would be a kindness on the part of Government to save His Highness the
Prince from his own mistakes or partialities ‘in such cases as these. How partial His Highness
can be, is shown by the cases of the Affghans Shahab-ud-Din Khan, Futteh Khan, Jehangir
and Futteh Khan, Zilla Khan and Mulla Mahomed, the first of whom has obtained a Decree in
Her Majesty’s Supreme Court, and the claims of others have been declared by His Highness to
be justly due; yet His Highness has not paid any of their small debts out of the large sum which
he lately drew. And, without noticing their truly urgent claims and the imany debts which His
Highness has owed for nearly 30 years, His Highness now recommends payment of one single
creditor, who is not at all in difficulty, of the large sum of 2} lacs, all of which, accepting its

correctness, is mentioned to have been incurred since 1857, or in the past three years.

8. The Honorable the Governor in Council may perhaps deem it it to ask the Prince’s
serious consideration to his state of large indebtedness and express-the hope that all his creditors
may share alike in his distributjons.
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(Signed) T. PYCROFT,

Chief Secretary.

£xd. F. Cartledge.
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