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No. 32, Muvure by the Hounorable the Presipext, dated Utakamand, 20th February 1860.

The letter from Mr. Phillips, the Special Commissioner at Tanjore, to my Private Sceretary,
relating to the marriage of the late Raja’s daughter, a copy of which is annexed, contains parti~
cujars, which although not usually placed on record, are interesting and important.

As the opposing faction of widowed Ranees have been alluded to as the ““ natural guardians”
of the Princess, it is right to explain the relation in which the several parties stand.
The Princess’ deceased mother was the late Raja’s ficst and favorite wife.

Kémdkshi Bhif was her disappointed rival. The Raja was estranged from her, and she
lived ir obscurity until she was brought to the frout when the case was taken up, after the Raja’s

death, by a member of the legal profession.
The other widows are young women, most of whom were sent for from the Deccan, and were
married by the Raja, all on the same day, shortly before bis death, in the hope of obtaining male

offspring.

Avu Sahiha is the late Raja's mother. She is an aged woman, who was treated with kind-

ness and respect by the late Raja; but, although now put forward to give respectability to the
party, she has not for many years been capable of exercising any influence.

It will be apparent from these facts, the full force of which can only be appreciated by these

who know by experience what the interior of the Mebhall of a Hindu Raja is, that the widowed

Raunces were not the Princess’ natural guardians. How ill they would bave performed such a

trust, has been proved by their violent opposition to her marriage with the only person who can,
in any true sense, be called her natural guardian, and their intention of forcibly marrying her to

some creature of their own,

(Signed) C. E. TREVELYAN.

TanNsorE, 1244 Felruary 1860,
My Dear Carmiciistn,

The final procession to close the marriage ceremonial, comes off to night. There will be
some 10 or 12 Europeans in it, but heing Sunday, we have been unable to secure the services of
the Band of the 13th Regiment Native Infantry. Saccaram Sahib’s dinner party to the society
of the place last night went oft very well.

This morning by invitation, Cadell and his sister and Miss Cammerer and myself visited
Sucecaram Sahib and his bride at the marriage pandaul, We were admitted within the ¢ kanaut”
and placed on the footing, that belongs ta “ Uncles” of Raj Mai, who having koown me before
she became ©“ Gosha,” and having also seen Cadell prior to making my acquaintance, dropped her
cloth, and entered into friendly chat unveiled, There followed certain final domestic ceremonies,
in which the children present, and the sons of the late Raja by the Mungalaras, took a lively
romping part, and all seemed happy. There was the plastering the bridegroom’s face with turme-
ric in a pasty form, which he in vain resisted, or pretended to resist; and the shouts of laughter
which followed the change effected by the turmeric, showed clearly that the presence of the two
“ kaka” (uncles) caused no géne. Ilc in retaliatjon was permitted to use only the left hand and
arm. A ring being dropped iuto a basin full of red liquid, a struggle ensved for its possession be-
tween the young lady and her husband, and hier having secured it led to other ceremonies. There
was also the process of foreing her for once in her life to call her husband by his own proper
name, and other ceremonies which few English Gentlemen have opportunities of being present
at. In fact, they all, young and old, seemed highly delighted, and 1 can saicly ask you 10 assure
the Governor, that in taking iu this marriage matter, the course followed, he has most undoubtedly
met the unmistakeable wishes of the Raja’s daughter.

She is a most pleasing gl in manners ; and without being beautiful, has great personal
attractions, united to a most intclligent countenance.  Irndeed her forchead, in wy opinion, is one
of the most inteliectual forcheads it is possible to meet with,
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Cadell appreciates it in the same sense

The nine opposing Bhai Sahibs did not carry out the intention

Raj Mai, but their relativ .. partly formed isitin
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Believe me, very sincercly yours
(Signed) H. D. PHILLIPS.
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Within the marriage pandal Succaram Saheb's party would of course be predominant, and
the ordinary marriage ceremonies which took place there are of little importance, the Princess’
inclination for the marriage having been ascertained. What it was important for the Government™~
to know, was the spirit and temper in which the marriage was viewed by the people of Tanjore
and by the leading families who are connected with the late Rajah either by consanguinity or by
employment in his own or his predecessor’s households. On this point, however, no information
has been given, and both Mr. Phillips and the Magistrate, Mr. Cadell, have omitted to report the
important fact that a Regiment of Native Infantry, which was about to pass through Tanjore on
its march to Trichinopoly, was sent for in haste by the Magistrate to Tamjore and detained there
a week until the marriage was over. This arrangement may have been a wise precaution, but
Government ought to have been made aware that it was deemed necessary,and Mr. Cadell should .
be called on to explain why he disobeyed a standing order in omitting to report to Government
that he had applied for Military aid. '

I speak of the detention of this Regiment at Tanjore as * a fact,” because in consequence of
a rumour being prevalent on the subject, the Commander-in-Chief was asked yesterday in
Council if he had any knowledge of its truth or falsehood. His Excellency then obtained from
the Adjutant General's or the Quarter Master General's Office the report ‘which had been made
of the circumstance by the Officer in Command of the Regiment.

‘ (Signed) E. MALTBY.

———— r—=

No. 35. ORDER THEREON, 28th February 1860, No. 108.

Resolved that the foregoing Minutes be forwarded to the Right Honorable the Secretary of
State for India, in continuation of the previous Despatch on the subject, dated the 25th instant,
No. 11.

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.
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