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No. 12. Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 4th August 1839, No. 3011.

Read letters from the Collector of Vizagapatam, dated 16th June and 21st July 1959, No. 531
and 676.

From C. W. READE, Esq., Agent to the Governor, Vizagapatam, dated 1Gih June 1839,
No. 531. '

In Minutes of Consu'tation, No. 84, Political Department, dated 2nd February last held on
review of my Diary as Agent, for December 1838, I was desired by Government to report
through the Board on the subject of duties levied by the Zemindars of this district, and am di-
rected further to state whether transit duties were amonyg the assets on wmch the Peishcush of

the said Zemindaries was fixed.

2. To obtain the requisite information to enable me to report as desired, tiwe has been ve-
quired. I have had to refer to the Zemindars from some of whow only, within the last few days,
have I received answers, and [ have likewise had to refer to the accounts.

3. 1 now proceed to lay before Governmens a succinct statement embodied below of the
substance of “the replies which have reached me.

4 4. In the petty Zemindary of Maringhy it seems that two Annas is

Maringhy. levied on every bandy passing through the jungles within the Zemindar's

boundary and which is said to be expended in clearing and keeping the

Pass in order. The tax is reported by the Zemindar as very trifling, and is rented out for a2 sum

of 40 Rupees a year—no other tax of any kind, but there is nothing to show that this tux was
_ included in the assets on which the Peishcush was fixed.

5. The greater part of this Zemindary is in the Hills, and the resi-

Pauchipenta. dence of the Zemindar is at the foot of these Hills. There are two taxes

in vogue there, one of 10 Pies upon every pair of bags or sacks carried by

a bullock, and in the same proportion on the load of a bandy traversing the jungles to and from

Jeypoor, the other is 4 Pies on each cowry cooly. It is not stated what these taxes annually

“yield, but the Zemindar is so poor and his entire Zemindary is under mortgage that it cannot be
much ; the Zemindar has again been written to for the information.

6. Itis alleged and is supposed that the right of collecting these two items of taxation
were conceded to the Zemindar by way of remuneration for damage to crops in the jungles
through which the traffic passes, and as well for protecting travellers and property from plunder,
also for keeping up the jungle roads. The Zemindar also states that this forms no part of the
Peishcush, but was included in the old Sayer revenues and its coilection has existed for very long.

-
7. In this Zemindary there are a variety of petty, and as they would
Belgaum. seem vexatious taxes, levied in kind on all articles brought into the bazaar
of Parvettipoor where the Zemindar’s family resides. They have been known to exist from
time immemorial apparently, but it is not attempted to be shewn that they were included in the
assets of the Zemindary on which the Peishcush was fixed. The taxes are as follows:—

Upon Bandies carying Salt. 1 Coonchum or 3 Seers of Salt for each bandy.

On Tobaceo........... e . 1 Anna for two bales.
On Saltfish.. ............... 1 Viss of fish and one Anua and 4 Pies for every bandy load.
On Chillies...c..c.cevveein oees 3 or 4 Coonchums of Chiilies for each bandy load.

‘Where the above articles are brought in by bullocks or by coolies, a proportionate toll is ex-
acted. Besides this, fruits and vegetables are taxed at 1 Viss per cowry load, and cloths at from
1 to 2 Pies each cloth. On market days shops likewise pay 4 Pies each ; the aggregate of these
tazes are Rupees 400 and they were so estimated when this Estate was so mortgaged to the M-
ringhy Zemindar and when under the Agent's management. The Zemindar admits that this
item fored no part of the assets on which the Peishcush of his Estate was fixed.
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8. The taxes levied in this Zemindary and the notice of which has
given rise to the call for this Report are as follows : —
Upon Bullocks, from 1 Anna 4 Pies, to 2 Annas each.

Magdole.

These taxes it appears have for years past been collected at the different Ghauts or Passes in
the Hills of the Zemindary in return for the privilege of grazing the cattle traversing over them.
The annual collections are said to amount to Rupees 1,480 and are usually farmed. Whether
included in the Peishcush is not accurately known, but it was included in the Dowle of the Ze-
mindary by Mr. Smollett, the late Agent, when the Estate was mortgaged to the Rajah of Vizia-
nagrum in view to clearing the Madagole debts.

9. 1 bave not had the opportunity of again meeting this Zewindar subsequent to my Diary
for December last. The subject has not therefore been further discussed.

10. This is a very small Zemindary bordering on the Hills and

Sungumvulsah. lying near to Belgaum and the other petty Zemindaries in that neigh-

bourhood. The taxes levied here are on bandies 8 Pies and on draught

bullocks per pair 2 Pies employed in carrying wood from the jungles belonging to the Zen?in-

dar. The amount collected is very trifling, and the Zemindar states it to amount to only 5 or 6
Rupees. It has been collected since 1803 when the Peishcush was permanently fixed but wh

ther included in the assets is not known and the sum is so trifling, 1 have not thouah’t it ©

sary to institute further enquiry. © ght It feces

11. This Zemindar states that he levies a tax of 8 Pies for each bul-~

Andra. lock load and 4 Pies for each cowry load with the consent of the traders

who bring grain, &c., for sale in the market at the village of Soonkapuity

as well as | Pie for each bullock load for purchasers, according to usage existing since one hun-

dred vears, and that he applies the same to the expenses of the Pagoda there.b The Zamindar

adds that the late Mr. Webb in fixing the Peishcush of his Zemindary excluded the above from

the assets purpusely on account of the above expenses. The aggregate sum thus realized is not
stated by the Zemindar who has accordingly been again called npon to report on this point.

12. In this Zemindary the Zemindar reports that only two taxes exist
. They are levied on bullocks and cowry coolies bringing tamarind and other
fruits, and vegetables from the Hills into the plains at the foot of the range within th
Cassiputnum Mootah of the Zemindary fror one Anna to Annas 1 Pies 4 upon each coolv &ce
and no where else. The sum annually realized is Rupees 300-5 and is levied in the v:'a ;'
rent for the privilege of the halting ground, and has been collected for years. T

Vizianagrum.

13. The Zemindar of Jeypoor reports that ahove the Ghauts he levies

Jeypoor. upon each bullock 3 or 4 Pies and that the item brings in a reve’nue of
about 2,500 Rupees a year, that the tax finds justification and support b

old usage, and was established in consideration of his affording protection to tradepp\assi :
tkrcugh the country end of the keeping up of the roads. The itez:n does pot seem to beI;rc!untlg
ed.in the assets which regulated the Peishcush but the Rajah solicits that by reason of its‘ant'-
qx:nly and because the funds are in part appropriated to the support of the Pagm‘ias the privil .
of collection may be continued to him. The circumstances of this Zemindary a;e pezuliafii

known to Government and 1 ld 1 Z d fe

’ wou recommend that durmg the present emindar’s life-time no
- min -
interference be had. ] re et

" Iet.ist.ln the remaining three Zemindaries of Bobily, Saloor and Coorpaum no taxes cf any
15. The Government ate of “course fully empowered to permit or to prohibit the i
ance of any or all of the taxes commented upon in the foregoing remarks, It willb o b
the c'ollections are strictly confined to the Hill tracts, save in %el\raum a.nd A 11 e'lsleen o
certm.nly appear vexatious, and to existin the form of * transit dbuties " thrf 1‘:‘ l“ o
c:orta‘mly be abolished, also the tax levied by the Rajah of Vizianagru.m Hm' o S:‘O“ld
Zemindar while the amount is so triflying, and its relinquishment wo,uld.c]ear]eylls)es: :::le?eit'}gmi

MWM
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there would be no difficulty in inducing him to forego the exaction in foio. As regards the rest
I am hardly disposed to recommend interfer-

Vide Board's letter to Government, dated 6th ence. The payment of the duties affords a
October 1845, No. 618 and Government gn- guarantee to trade and to travellers as the Ze-
swer dated 25th October 1845, No. 1239, Re- mindars in a measure hold themselves answer-
venue Depariment. able that neither shall suffer molestation in
passing through their respective territories,

and I question whether the people would not themselves be opposed to its discontinuance,
for their passage through the Zemindaries might not otherwise be attended with the same security
and certainty as at present existing. So long as Government are unprepared to lend its aid in
the protection of trade and travellers through these jungly tracts, it would I think be unwise to
put a sudden stop to those means which have been for a long period in operation, and which
would appear to have so fully answered the important and assigned object of their institution
judging from the infrequency of highway robberies in those parts, for this crime may be said to

be almost unknown.

From C. W. READE, Esq., Collector -of Vizagapatam; to J. D. SIM, Esq., Secretary to the
Board of Revenue, Fort Saint George, dated 21st July 1859, No. 676.

1 beg to supply the omission in my letter of the 16th June last, No. 531, in regard to the
aggregate of the extra collections in the Paunchpentah Zemindary. Since the despatch of my letter
the Zemindar has written to say that the amount is Rupees 1,200 annually.

2. From “ Andra” the ouly remaining Zemindary, 1 am still without the proper returns, but
this estate is very small and 1 have recommended the collections, whatever they may be, to be
disallowed, consequent on their vexatious character, but any way the amount must be very

insignificant.

3. The Zemindar has been apptised of the impropriety of his want of courtesy in not attend-
ing more promptly to the calls from my Office.

Resolved that the above Jetters be submitted to Government, with reference to Extract Mi-
nutes of Consultation, dated 2nd February 1859, Political Department, No. 84, wherein Govern-
ment called for full information from the Agent at Vizagapatam regarding transit duties levied by
the Zemindars of that district and in particular by the Zewindar of Madigole.

9. Mr. Reade reports that the latter Zemindar levies from Anna 1, Pies 4, to
Para. 8. Annas 2, each on bullocks passing through his estate, in return for the privilege of
grazing. The tax is collected at the different ghauts of the Zemindary and is general-
ly farmed. The receipts are qaid to amount to Rupees 1,480 per annum. It is not accurately
known whether the tax was included in the assets on which the Peshcush was fixed, but it has
been collected « for years past,” and when the estate was mortgaged to the Rajah of Vizianagrum
was entered in its dowle by Mr. Smollett, a circumstance, however, which merely shows its ex-
istence at that time. Mr. Reade has not had an opportunity of again meeting the Zamindar and
discussing the subject with him.
From the Agent’s description this impost is not so much a transit duty as a charge for
pasturage. The collections seem large, and leaving charges out of the question, would represent
at least 12,000 bullocks as passing through the estate anaually.

3. In seven other estates somewhat similar taxes are levied.
4. In Maringhy the tax is two Aunas per bandy. Itis rented out and produces

Para. 4.  annually only 40 Rupees which are said to be expended on keeping the pass in order.
There is nothing to show that this item was included in the assets of the property.
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Para. 5. . 5. There are two taxes collected in Pauchipenta, one of 10 Pies on ev
pair of the packs or bags, used with bullocks and proportionately on bandy load e}ry
other of.4l Pies on each cavady cooly. These taxes are believed to have been a]l(};w ; -s, -
muneration for injury to crops by the cattle of traders, as well as for protecting tra lle . and
kee_pmg up the roadst The Zemindar admits that they formed part of the olgca ror an'd
duties, and were not included among his assets. The annual receipts are stated b the e t_rans’t
to be Rupees 1,200 per annum. ¥ the Zemindar,

6. In Belgaum there are several petty

Para. 7. i
anj vexatious imports levied, some in kind
and others in mone Th i
Salt Y. e agoregate receipt
I«; bacc.‘j _:ie;r.; f;r bandy load. are Rupees 400 per annum. tfl‘l’fe Zemir:gai
o Fis;t 2 a for every 2 bales. . admits that the shop tax formed no part of his
o b(.l y Ims; of fish and 1 anna 4 pies for assets, and does not attempt to show that the
very bandy load. others, th i i
Chillies.—3 or 4 coonchums for do.  do. amor:g, th;):)gh of ancient origin, were Included
Pr:polrtilo:ite }’m;g” are levied on bullocks and 7. In Sungumvulsa bandies and bullocks
ooly loads of these articles. employed i i
o : ployed in carrying wood from the jungl
Cfl-:ttlisand] i’zggeta{;lex—}l viss per cavady load. belonging to the Zemindar, are taxedjsngi::
— pies each. and 1 Pi h ively i
Cloths ' je each, respectively. The impost ha
arket days each shop pays 4 pies. been levied since 1803, and is said to ];)roduc:
Para. 10. only 5 01: 6 Rupees yearly. Itis not known
. whether it was included in the assets of the

o property or not, and the sum realized i
trifling, that the Agent has thought it needless to ascertain. ’ ealieed e o

8. The Zemindar of Andra states thath i i
e levies 8 pies for each bullock lo:

Para. 11, a;)d 4 for each cav:.;dy load of grain, &c., brought for sale at the market of :h: cvill]:d:
urchase odSt(})‘o:k;purty,l thl;] the concent of the traders and 1 pice for each bullock from t%le

ser, and that he applies the proceeds to the expenses of the pa

. . roda at th

alleges that these items were, for this reason, purposely excluded from Il)ni a(sse:ls bat ‘V:)]ac\e’\.’ o
The annual proceeds are believed to be trifling. A eobe:

9, In Vizianagrum bullocks and coolies, bringi i

9. ‘ , bringing fruit and vegetab]

Para. 12. Hills into the.plau?s of the Cassiputnam mootah, are taxed from 1 igo ;§ ::nfz:om'lt‘:e
total sum realized is Rupees 300-5 levied as rent for the halting ground ' ’

Para. 13. 10, The Jeypoor Zemindar states, that, above the ghauts, he levi .

.on each bullock, and thus realizes Rupees 2,500 per annum s ';hiev,is 3 (;)r 4 pics

seem to be included ifl the assets ; but the Zemindar urges, that it is Sanct;0n i lj ax does r_lot

usage, and was established in consideration of his protecting traders and keee‘ ny prescr iplive

He also alleges, that the proceeds are partly appropriated tocthe waintenance Z;‘H;al:id;:e roads
godas.

11. In the other three Zemindaries,—Bobbi
Para. 14. of the above description are levied. »~Dobbily, Saloor and Goorponun —no taxes

12. Mr. Reade recommends the abolition of the duti ied i
Para. 15, recomn e duties levied in Belea
a. 15 ;’:::igr:, ;ii “"I‘S:;;Z(::Tziev:zu\l’:lz‘arzaium, v»jhich, he believes the Rajah will V{;l;:t,aiil;(yl
Para. 13 life, and in the other estates :e “Ir)ouled []l:alvr:::::::sc stltll::;garzhe‘?:zsli:t fe’éi']da"s
- - . ’ s -
(hrough tho:;e;:n ;lr; t:;t)srﬁp‘:i\;?: to lend their aid .m the protection of trade aid tra::lel::s
and the travellers, as the éem' de pa'ymem of the duties,” e adds, *affords a guarantee to trade
nd the tavel " Zemindars in a measure }.mld themselves answerable that neither shall
e :d ion l:n passing through their respective territories, and he doubts” “wh ):[: "
ﬁari‘l : m;\:h( ::tt :) t::l::li::s‘ be opposed to' its discontinuance, for their passage through th: Zer ?h?
‘ be attended with the same security and certaint ; ”emm
system, he believes, works well, for highway robberies are almost unknown }i'nats}::spr: ene” dhe
e tracts.

“E. M. C. 25th Oct. in Con. 17th Nov. 1845,
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ally any material difference in the character of

as charges for pasturage, o¥ for the
In essence

13. It may be doubted whether their is re
these various imposts. It is always easy to describe such taxes,
use of halting places, or as ground rents, and under other unobjectionable designations.
however, they are transit duties, for they are levied only on traders and travellers. Their pressure
on the people, must depend greatly on the personal character of the Zemindar for the time being
and his control over his subordinate Agents. Looking at the paltry sums raised in all but one
instance, it 1nay also be questioned whether the Zemindars are really much influenced by them, and
would not afford all the assistance and protection they now give to traders, for the indirect advantages
they and their people reap from such traffic.

14. The levy of trausit duties by the Zemindar in the Hill tracts came under the notice of
' Government in 1845, and it was then considered

undesirable to interfere. The present Agent’s
report certainly does not shew greater reason
for interference now ; and under all the circum-
ceptions proposed by Mr. Reade,) urtil by

No. 3213.

stances it seems best to tolerate the system (with the ex
opening out roads, and establishing an efficient police, its existence becomes unnecessary.

15. The fact of taxes of this character being specially excluded from the permanent settle-
ment by Section 1V Regulation XXV of 1802, deprives the Zemindars of all right to compen-

sation, in the event of their abolition.

————

No. 13. OrpEr THEREON, 30th August 1859, No. 516.

The Government concur in the views expressed by the Board of Revenue in paragraphs 13
and 14 of their Proceedings above recorded, and direct that matters be allowed to remain for the
-present as they are now in the several Zemindaries of the Vizagapatam District, except in Bel-
gaum and Andra where the duties levied must be abolished as recommended by the Agent, and
in Vizianagrum where the Rajah, it is expected, will relinquish them voluntarily.

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.

Exd. A. P. W. Begbie.



Ix Cow. 241 Joxe 1859, No. 3009.
From C. W. READE, Esq., Agent to the Governor, VIZAGAPATAM,
dated Vizagapatam, 16th June 1439, No. 53
In Minutes of Consultation, No. 81, Political D partinent. dotad 2u? Felyiore Tast held on review
of my Diary as Agent, for December 1838, T was
on the subject of duties levied by the Zemindars of

-3

el b (eennre by e e S thie Board
Hr]s wstviet, and o divecrcd firther to state whe-
ther transit duties were among the assets on which the Peisiicush of any ol the suid Zemindaries was
fixed.

2. To obtain the requisite information to enable 1ae to report as desired, time has been required.
1 have had to refer to the Zemindars from some of whow only, within the last few duys, have I received
answers, and I have likewise had to rcier to the accounts.

3. I now proceed to lay Lefore Goverament a succinet statement embodied below of the sub-
stance of the replies which have reached me.

Maricgly. 4. In the petty Zemindary of Maringhy it secms that two Annas i levied on every
bandy passing through the jungles within the Zominda’s boundary and which i sald to be expended
in clearing and keeping the Pass in order.  The tax is roported by the Zcmiml»'r ssvery triliing, and is
rented out for a sum of 40 Rupees a year—uno0 other tax of any kind, but there 2 nothing to show that
this tax was included in the assets on which the Peisheusi was fixed.

Pauchipenta. 5. The greater part Tof this Zemindery isin the Hills, and thie vesidence of the
Zemindar is at the foot of these Ihlls. There are two taxes in vegue there, one of 10 Piex upon cvery
pair of bags or sacks carried by a builock, and in the same prepostion on the load of a bandy travers-
ing the jungles to and from Jevpoor, the other iz L Pies vir cuch cowry cooly. It 1s not stated what
these taxes annually yield, but the Zemindar i3 so poor and lis entirs Zemindary is under mortgage
that it cannot be much ; the Zemiudar has again been writton to for the information,

6. It is alleged and is supposed that the right of collecting these two items of taxation were
conceded to the Zemindar by way of reimumeration for dameagze to crops in the junzles theough which
the traffic passcs, and as well for proteciing tmv-llo sand property from nlu,ldr., alzo for keeping up

ths jungle roads. The f7.':rnn1rlar alsg sintes tiad this forms no part of the Peishensh, but was fncluded

in the old Sayer revenues and 1its eclluction hes e.\'istcd for very long.
Belgaum. 7. Inthis Zc'n":t'la!_) there are a vartety of peity, and as they would seem vexatious
taxes, levied in kind on all articles brongat into the bnm;u' of Parvettipoor where the Zemindar’s

family resides. They have been knowa foexist frow tine fmmeworial apparentdy, but it is not at-
tempted to be shewn that they were ineladed i the wsscis of the Zemindavy ono which the Peisheush
was fixed. The taxes are as follows :—

Upon Bandies carrying Salt. 1 Coonchum or 3 Scers of Sa't for each bandy.

On Tobacco........... e 1 Anua for two bales.
On Salt-fish.................L. 1 Viss of fish and one Anna and + Pies for every bandy load.
On Chllies................. . 3 or 4 Coonchus of Chillies for exch bandy load.

Where the above miicles are bu)wmt i by bullocks or by coolies, a 1)1‘op<>riionm'c foll 15 exacied.
Besides this, {ruil and vegetables arc taxel at 1 Viss per cowry load, and cloths at from 1 to 2 Pies

each cloth. On markel days shops likewise payv Pics ewch; the agyregaie of these taxes are

Rupees 400 and they were so estimated when +his Estate was morégaged to the Maringhy Zemindar
and when under the Agent’s management.  The Zemindar admits that this item formed no part of the
assets on which the Peishcush of I's Bstate was tixed.

Magdole. 8. The taxes levied in this Zenindary and tiie notice of which has given rise to the
call for this Report are as foltows :— .

Upon Bullocks, from 1, Anna 4 Pies, to 2 Annas cach.

These taxes it appears have for vears pust boen eilocted at the different Ghats or Passes in the Hills
of the Zemindary in return for the privilege of grazing by the eattle traversing over them. The annual
collections are said to amount to Rupees 1,130 and wre waaadly farmed. Whether included in the Peish-
cush is not accurately known, but it was meluded in the Dowle of the Zomindwy Ly M Smollett, the
late Agent, when the Estate was morfgaged to the Rujub of Vizianageum in view to cleaiing the Mada-
gole debts.



9. T have not had the opportunity of a:zain meeting this Zemihdar subsequent to my Diary for

December last.  The subject Tas not therefore been farther discussed. 2
Swgwmvilsah. 10, This is a very small Zemindary bordering on the Hilis wnd lying near to

i

Belgaum and the other peity Zemindaries i thnt neighborehoed. The faxes levied here are on
bandies 8 Pics and on dranght bullocks per prir 2 Ples emploved in carrying wood from the jungles
belonging to the Zemindar. The amount collected is very trifling, and the Zemindar states it to
amount to only 5 or 6 Rupees. It has been coilected since 1803 when the Peisheush was permanent-
Iy fixed, but whether included in the assets is not known and the swn is so trifling, [ have not thought
it necessary to Insuiute further enquiry.

Andra. 11. Tiis Zemindar states that he levies a tax of 8§ Pies for each bullock load and
4 Pies for each cowry load with the consent of the traders who bring grain, &c., for sale in the market
at the village of Soonkapurty as well as 1 Pic for each bullock ioxd from purchasers, according to
usage existing since one hundred years, and that he applies the sune to the expenses of the Pagoda
there. The Zemindar adds that the late 2r. Webb in fixing the Peishieush of lis Zemindary excluded
the above from the assets purposely on account of the above expenses. The aggregate sum thus
realized is not staied by the Zemindar who has accordingly Leen again called upon to report on this

point.
vidamgram. 12, In this Zemindary the Zomindar reports that ouly two taxes exist. They are

levied on bullocks aud cowry coulies bringing tumarind and other fruits, and vegetables from the
Hills into the plains at the foot of the rangs within the Cassiputnum Mootah of the Zemindary from
one Anna to Anmas 1 Pies 4 upon cach cooly, &e., and no where else.  'Thie sum wanually realized is
Rupees 300-5 and is levied in the way of reut for the privilege of the halting ground and has been
collected for years.

Jeypoor. 13. The Zemindar of Jeypoor reports that above the Ghauts he levies upon each
bullock 3 or 4 Pies and that the item brings in a revenue of about 2,500 Rupees a year, that the tax
finds justification and support by old usage, and was established in consideration of his aflording pro-
tection to trade passing through the countiz and of the keeping up of the roads.  The item does not
sezm to be included in-the assets which repulate] the Pelshicash, Lut the Rajah solicits that by reason
of its antiquity and because the funds arc in part appropriated to the support of the Pagedas, the
privilege of collection may be continued to him.  The cirenmstances of this Zewmindary arve peculiar as
known to Government, and [ would recommend that during the present Zemindar’s life-time no inter-
ference be lad.

14, In the remaining three Zemindaries of Bobily, Saleor and Coorpaum no taxes of any kind
exist. .

~15. The Government are of course fully empowered to permit or to prohibit the continuance of
any or all of the taxes commented upon in the foregoing remarks. 1t will be scen that the collections
are strictly confined to the Hill tracts, save in Belgaum and Andra where they certainly appear vexa-
tious, and to exist in the furm of “ transit duties” T think these should certainly be abolished, also
the tax levied by the Rajah of Viziamazrwm, e is so wealihy a Zemindar whiie the amount is so
trifling, and its relinquishment would clearly be a velief that there would be no difiiculty n inducing
him to forzgo the exaction in toto.  As regards the rest I am hardly disposed to recommend interfer-

. , ‘ ence.  The pavment of the duties alfords a guarantee to
Vide Bouard's letter to Government, dated Gth ¢ payma T

October 1513, No. 61%, and Governinent answer trade and to travellers as the Zemindars in a measure hold

%’gg;lrti'l’;}:t'(‘)CtOb” 1515, No. 1239, Revenre {liemsclves auswerable that neither shall suffer molestation

in passing thronsh their respeciive territories, and I ques-
tion whether the people would not themselves he opposel to its discontinnancr, for their passage
through the Zemindaries might not otherwise be attended with the same security and certainly as at
present existing.  So long as Government are unprepared {o Ieind its aid in the protection of tiade and
travellers through these jungly tracts, it would 1 think Dz unwise to put a sudden stop to those means
which have beea for a long period in operation, and which would appear to have so fully answered the
tmportant and assigned objeet of their institution judging from the infrequency of highway robberies
in those parts, for this crime may be said to be almost unkunown.

and 676.

V Lt ’ ‘ . NO. 8011'
: ProceepiNGs of the Boarp of REveNUE, dated 4th August 1859.
Read letters from the Collector of Vizagapatam, dated 16th June and 21st July 1859, Nos. 531

(in Cons. 24th June and 29th July 1859, Nosz. 3009 and 3762.)
Resolved that the above letters be submitted to Government, with reference to Extract Minuates

- Consultation, dated 2d February 1859, Political Department, No. 84, wherein Government called for

full information from the Agent at Vizagapatam regarding transit duties levied by the Zemindars of

‘that district and in particular by the Zemindar of Madigole.

Pars. 8. "2, Mr. Reade reports that the latter Zemindar levies from anna 1 pies 4 to annas 2-
each on bullocks passing through his estate, in return for the privilege of grazing. The

tax is collected at the different ghauts of the Zewindary and is generally farmed. The 1eceipts are
said to amount to Rupees 1,480 per annum. It is not accurately known whether the tax was in-
cluded in the assets on which the Peshcush was fixed, but it has been collected “ for years past,” and
when the estate was mortgaged to the Rajah of Vizianagrum was entered in its dowle by M.
Smollett, a circumstance, however, which merely shows its existence at that time. Mr. Reade has not

. had an opportunity of again meeting the Zemindar and discussing the subject with him.,

From the Agent’s description this impost is mot so much a-transit duty as a charge for
pasturage. The collections seem large, and, leaving charges -out of the question, would represent at
lgast 12,000 bullocks as passing through the estate annually.

8. In seven other estates somewhat similar taxes are levied. :

- Para. 4, 4. In Maringhy the tax is two annas per bandy. It is rented out and produces
annually only 40 Rupees which are said to be expended on keeping the pass in order. There is
nothing to show that this item was included in the assets of the property. : o

Para. 5. 5. There are two taxes collected in Pauchipenta, one of 10 pies on every pair of
the packs or bags, used with bullocks and proportionately on bandy loads, the other of 4 pies

on each cavady cooly. These taxes are believed to have been allowed, as remuneration for injury to
crops by the cattle of traders, as well as for protecting travellers, and keeping vp the roads. The
Zemindar admits that they formed part of the old sayer or transit duties, and were not included among

his assets. The annual receipts are stated by the Zemindar, to be Rupees 1,200 per annum,

" Para.7. g 6. In Belgaum there are several petty and vexations

imposts levied, some in kind and others in money. The
g t ipts R 400 per annum. The

Salt Fish.—1 viss of fish and 1 anna 4 pies for aggregate recepls are [upees pe

every bandy load. Zemindar admits that the shop tax formed no part of his

Chillies.—3 or 4 coonchums for Go. do. to show that the others
" Proportionate-charges are levied on bullock assets, and does not attempt ’

: Salt.—3 seers for bandy load
Tohaceo.—1 anna for every 2 bales.

and cooly loads of these articles. though of ancient origin, were included among them.

| gﬁlﬁsﬁl‘??ﬁlgs;}hﬁis's per eavady load. 7. In Sungumvulsa bandies and bullocks employed
Up Market days each shop pays 4 pies. in carrying wood from the jungles belonging to the

.* Para. 10. Zemindar, are taxed 8 pies and 1 pie each, respectively.

The impost has been levied since 1803, and is said to

produce only 5.or 8 Rupees yearly. It is not known whether it was included in the assets of the

property -or not, and the sam realized is so trifling, that the Agent has thonght it needléss to ascertain.
Para.11. ~ 8. The Zemindar of Andra states that he levies 8 pies for each bullock load and
4 for each cavady load of grain, &c., brought for sale at the market of the village of
Soonkapurty, with the consent of the traders and 1 pie for each bullock from the purchaser, and
that he applies the proceeds to the expenses of the pagoda at that place. e alleges that these items
were, for this reason, purposely excluded from his assets, by Mr. Webbe. The annual proceeds are

believed to be trifting.

Para. 18. 9. In Vizianagrum bullocks and. coolies, bringing froit and vegetables from the’

Hills into the plains of the Cossiputnsm mootah, are taxed from 1to 14 anna. The
total sum realized is Rupees 300-5 levied as rent for the halting ground.

&
T
Ly



N
' /) ” 7 ) .
(?/t‘ A wl g\//;/a 'z/?_/
g

Pars. 13. 10. The Jeypoor Zemindar states, that, above_fhe_ ghauts, he levies 8 or 4 pies on /4 / ‘ 7
: each bullock, and thus realizes Rupees 2,500 per annum. This tax does not seem to be f - o g /% P /‘ /// o /% T A7 //jy£4_.-%. ;VMZI_
included in the assets ; but the Zemindar urges, that it is sanctioned by prescriptive usage, and was  ° y - / . / 4 ‘
established in consideration of his protecting traders and keeping up the roads. He also alleges, that Q‘ _ & o

the proceeds are partly appropriated to the maintenance of pagodas. ' / J
Para. 14, 11.  In theother three Zemindaries,—~Bobbily, Saloor and Coorpanun—no taxes of the %4 v ﬁ(z/ LDl e
above description are levied. R ' ) _ P Y %
12.  Mr. Reade recommends the abolition of the duties levied in Belgaum and Andra, as well ' * //ef@/«r)ot ,/% ,/fm,,, o ol /4
77 )

Para.15. s those in Vizianagrum, which, he believes, the Rajah will voluntarily resign. In

Para. 13.  Jeypoor ke would propose no interference during the present Zemindar’s life, and in the
other estates he would leave matters as they are, “so long as Government are unprepared to lend
their aid in the protection of trade and travellers through those jungly tracts”” ¢ The payment of
the duties,” he adds, “affords a guarantee to trade and to travellers, as the Zemindars in a measure .
hold themselves answerable that neither shall suffer molestation in passing through their respective ' :
territories, and he doubts” ¢ whether the people would not themsclves be opposed to its discontinuance, - & % \
for their passage through the Zemindaries might not otherwise be attended with the same security and . / ,"(‘:‘;)( et ol < (//%., ;‘”dj/x 7 0’/;//
certainty as at present.” The system, he believes, works well, for highway robberies are almost . N / ) -
unknown in those tracts. \7 -

13. It may be doubted whether there is really any material difference in the character of these j;/ /Z{: o “J///yfy* 2‘? M
LD YO 2 A TERE 2y . ,7 .

( (Pt € seece _

various imposts. It is always easy to describe such taxes, as charges for pasturage, or for the use
of halting places, or as ground rents, and under other unobjectionable designations. In essence,
kowever, they are transit duties, for they are lcvied only on traders and travellers. Their pressure,

on the people, must depend greatly on the personal character of the Zemindar for the time being and (‘;/ 7 ¢’;f 3
Lis control over his subordinate agents. Looking at the paltry sums raised in all, but one instance, etrze / - —,.-;,,e et

1t may also be questioned whether the Zemindars are really much influenced by them, and would not z
afford all the assistance and protection they now give to traders, for the indirect advantages they and ' ,g//ﬁ 2L eI N 2otr /2&4»«5/ Ay .
their people reap from such traffic. e ‘ ‘ / g 4 7
14, The levy of transit duties by "the Zemindar in the Fill tracts came under the notice of Vi _ - 7 /
E.M.C. 25th Oct. inCon. 17th Nov. 1545, No. 3213. Government in 1845, and it was then considered un- /2‘;’ / enn ‘/I/ %’)"’L““L ———
desirable to interfere. The present Agent’s report g 7 -

certainly does not shew greater reason for interference now ; and under all the circumstances it seems ,/ SUPSPNRI S A ///é;m, /2/:-5 ;
bestbio 1tolerate the system (with the exceptions proposed by Mr. Read,) until by opening out roads, and / 7/ ;
establishing an efficient police, its existence becomes. unnecessary. 1

- 15. The fact of taxes of this character being specially excluded from the permanent settlement ' /\/\/\/ /ﬂ’é{”’“" /’vél’m’éo{/"”"’( /‘é teed
by Section IV Regulation XXV of 1802, deprives the Zemindars of all right to compensation, in .
the event of their abolition, : //éf ,/ P e Lo //KZ e leve o’ &

) o > 2 e oz g

(A true Eitra;:t.) . : | ' |
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