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Proceedings of the Madras (<overnment, Political Department,
Jrom 27th August to 2nd September 1859,
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No. 2. - Read the following letter from GUNSHAM DOSS, Soucar of Madras; to T.
PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Lort Saint George, dated 16th
August 1859,

I have the honor to forward herewith my Petition to His Excellency in Council, and hope,
that it may be placed, at your earliest convenience, before His Excellency in Council ; and an
answer furnished to me in due course,

To His Excellency the Governor in Council of Fort Saint George, dated Madras, 21st July 1859.

The humble Petition of GUNSHAM
DOSS of Madras, Sowcar, claiming to bea
creditor of the late Nabob of the Carnatic, under
Act XXX of 1858 and 11 and X V1 of 1859.

HuMBLY SHEWETH,

That your Petitioner is a creditor of the late Nabob of the Carnatic, and bases his claim on
certain Thunkey Cutcherry bonds and one Treasury bond issued during the Regency of His

" Highness Prince Azeem Jah.

2. That his claim was preferred and ready for hearing during the sittings in May last, when
the further hearing of all claims, your Petitioners amongst others, were, on the application of the
Law Officers of Government indefinitely postponed.

3. That Act XVI of 1859, which was passed after your Petitioner's claim was ready for
hearing and after it would in fact have been heard and disposed of in the Supreme Court (had
not the postponement of the hearing of all claims, obtained on the representation of the Law
Officers of Government, been ordered} materially altered your Petitioner’s position for the worse
by casting on him the necessity of proving that monies bond Jide lent by Petitioner’s father and
his Executors after his death more than twenty years ago when your Petitioner was an infant,
were necessarily and properly borrowed by the then Regent and was in fact applied for the late
Nabob’s use.

4. That the passing of this Act (so materially altering your Petitioner’s position for the
worse after he had, on the faith of the first two Acts remaining unaltered, preferred his claim and
at great expense to himself got it ripe for hearing) during a postponement procured by the Law
Officers of Government, but for which this claim would have been disposed of under Acts XXX
of 1858, and 11 of 1859, is a great injury and loss to this claimant.

That under the provisions of Act XVI of 1859. Your Excellency in Council has full
power to dispense in such cases, as to you may seem proper, with the further evidence cast on the
claimants in all Regency claims under that Act.

That your Petitioner under the circumstances humbly solicits the exercise of that power in
this case and that the burthen of proving that the monies claimed by your Petitioner as against
the Nabob’s Estate were necessarily and properly borrowed for his use by the Naib-i-Mooktar
may be dispensed with.

Your Petitioner therefore humbly prays that this his petition may be received and that your
Excellency in Council will be pleased to order and direct by virtue of the power vested in you
under Act XVI of 1859, that on the investigation of your Petitioner’s claim the further proots
cast on your petitioner by the provisions of that Act may be dispensed with, and your Petitioner
as in duty bound will ever pray, &c.

Ordered, that the Petition be forwarded to the Government Solicitor for report.

Fort SaINT GEORGE,} (Signed) T. PYCROFT,

19th August 1859, Chief Secretary.
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No. 3. Fx:om J. R. BOYSON, Esq., Government Solicitor, Madras; to the Chief Secretar
to Government, dated Madras, 220d August 1839, No. 1470. d

1. I have the hono
Ord‘er of Government, dated 19th August 1859, on Petition from to acknowledge the Order :‘
Gunsham Doss to Government, dated 21st July 1859, Government noted in tho
e
A margin,
A submitted same for the consideration of the Advocate { i
orre win,bmitted say ate General, and I have since con-

3. I now forward a copy of his opinion and return the order above noted

(Copy OriniON.)

The Petitioner’s Statements are not correct in point of fact. i i i
would, but for the postponement to which he alludez, have bf::ltl helatr(;.s tz‘(::;efm thil't " c‘lalm
t)}(]thtl(l)f 185:‘).d blfno such postponement had been granted, the only difierence :oz?;b;lna%/:LACt

at the period between the application for the postponement, and the passi L of
1859, instead of being employed, as it actually was, i ing s : v A(':t o
Court, _by means of offers which the claimantsyaccept;z,si:t(::;g sz:f; fl()):a::}r; :xfxﬂllss'edc ]f"ms ot ’Of
contesting six heavy claims which all had precedence, in the cause List, of thispP}e‘ ion (30“”.“‘
and which I should have insisted on the Court’s trying in the order ir; which oy oo S_da'm
and wbich lich they stood in the

o e,
2. Pe‘tltmners interests therefore have been in 7o way whatever affected by the post

ment of w.hlch he complains, and which he untruly pretends was the sole cause wh r;l p;’".e’

was not tried before the passing of Act X VI of 1859. Yo

3. Itis rfot true moreover, as asserted in paragraph 3 of this Petition, that Act X VI of 185
c'asts upon Petitioner the necessity of proving that the monies said to l’lave been ] . JS'),
tlo?er's father and his Executors were * in fact upplied for the late Nabob's e”n The ner o
quires no proof respecting the application of the money; e The Actre-

) 4. The.dispensing power vested in the Governor in Council by Section I of A X
1859, anq which the Petitioner prays may be exercised in his favor was never intend dct T o
to cases like the Petitioner’s, but solely to those cases which are included i lea & to apply
the 5} Lakh list, which are claims that the late Nabob, at the special re u“‘ tw ;'a;, s known as
Jah, consented, after much hesitation and long consideration (about 1(()1 oy ionee Azec’am
merely to save his Uncle’s, the Prince’s, credit—for the Nabob even when rz:: "S)‘ .‘to hoogn e
tested ang.inst his recognition being considered as any admission that the ¢lai gmzl:ng them pro-
moral or just claim upon him for any part of this 5! Lakh debt. claimants had any legal

5. He did however recognize them for his Uncle’s credit, and began to pay them (but
] u

without interest which he always refused ali
had he lived. ys retused) by annual instalments, and would have paid them in full

. 6. hO?Ithls gm}md and this only, I submitted to Government that these claimants belong
o D3 N 1 i V )
ing to the 53 Lakh list might be considered to have some moral claim upon Government 0(:{’
al migh en -

vernment had taken possession of the Fund from which these claimants wo Id h on o
had the Nabob lived. Heheve Been paid

7. The Government u i i
pon this representation authorized me t ! eclai

4 . . o pay all claims incl i
t'hat ‘;{; Lakh list for which I should find value to have been given; and, these facts :)‘{dedbm

. . . , a - ! el -
fore t;‘e lLEngld.tl\e Council when Act XVI of 1859, was under consideration, it was to i "% }f
" \ 1_ . : s ee
case of these 5} Lakh claims, and only these, that the dispensing power in i od
in the Governor in Council. c uestion was vested

8. l he t oner s cla“" ( h asur V ‘tel‘ not [(:e(l
I etit wit the exceptlon Of the one T
AP 'S TYRS . reasu b()nd herelna
]n' }?ﬂl .IOIJ')h l,:) 1S not lllCluded m the 5‘.7‘ Ldkh. I’lls Iunkhy Cut(:hell Y bondh, Pl‘lnce Azeeln
eciares on Odtﬂ, € h S ]) T < d ) lch he 18 l‘eady nd llhng to Pay h bl
d : to b 1S own c 5()”‘]1 (;'hts wll a w when able,

+ The monies for which these Tunkhy Cutcherry bonds were issued were lent to Prince A
zeen

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Political Department,
Sfrom 2Tth August to 2nd September 1859.
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Jah, ata time when he was under a solemn and formal engagement to Government not to contract
any fresh debt without the knowledge and sanction of Government (a promise which he violated
in contracting this debt, if it be considercd as a Sirkar or Durbar debt) and at a time when
Government had formally announced that no fresh debt then or there after contracted by the
Prince, or by any of the young Nabob’s family, would be considered as binding on the Nabob or
would be liquidated from the Nabob's revenues. The Government moreover ordered Prince
Azeem Jah to make this announcement known to all persons who were in the habit of lending
money to the family, and the Prince officially informed Government that he had done so.

9. Either therefore, this Claimant’s father did know these facts, or if he did not, his igno-
rance of them (if not wilful ignorance) arose from his not choosing to make proper inquiries upon
the subject. The facts were known to so many that they might easily have been lcarned by any
one about the Palace who wished to do so.

10. The claimant’s father was tempted by the offer of a high rate of interest, which he
long received and he took his chance of the young Nabob's choosing or not choosing, to recog-

nize debts of his Uncle’s contracting.
11. I see no reason to advise that the Governor in Council should exercise his dispensing

power in favor of this claimant.
12. The one Treasury bond included in Petitioner’s claim is in the 5} Lakh list and I
have made him an offer accordingly to pay its amount, but he has not accepted it.

(Signed) THOMAS SYDNEY SMYTH,
Advocate General.

12tk August 1859.
(True Copy.)
(Signed) J. R. BOYSON,

Government Solicitor,

No. 4, ORDER THEREON, 27th August 1859, No. 511.

Resolved, that the Petitioner be informed that Government having referred to their Law

Officers on the subject, see no grounds for acceding to his application.
(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.

Exd. A. P. W. Begbie,
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