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Read the following letters.

No. 15. From Lieut. Colonel, J. H. BELL, Chief Engineer; to T. PYCROFT Esq., Chief‘
Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated 20th June 1859, No. 1854.

I have the honor, with reference to the order
27th May 1859, No. 331. of Government as per margin in the Political De-
- partment, to submit the accompanying letters from
Collector, 13th June 1859, No. 17. the Collector of Madras and the Civil Architect sup-
Civil Architect, 1Tth June 1859, No. 469. plying their respective valuations of the Ground and
_ Buildings constituting the Chepauk Property.

The Ground is valued by the Collector’s Amildar at Rupees 1,97,000, allowing 100 Rupees

per Ground for the Area of about 82 Cawnies.

The Buildings are valued by the Civil Architect at Rupees 1,74,000, and the compoungd
wall at 20,000.
The total valuation is thus:—

Ground 1,97,000
1,74,000

Rupees 3,91,000

—_————

From B. CUNLIFFE, Esq., Collector of Madras; to Lieutenant Colonel J. H. BELL, Chief
Engineer, dated Madras, 13th June 1859, No. 17. -

1. Inreply to your letter of the 30th Ultimo, and its enclosures (herewith returned) I have
the honor to inform you that my Amildar, after local enquiry, is of opinion, that the Chepauk
Palace premises, extending to about 82 Cawnies, are worth, taking it as one lot, 1,97,000 Rupees,
at the rate of 100 Rupees per Ground: '

9. This seems to me a large sum, but it appears that the actual selling price of land in the
immediate neighbourhood to the westward, varies from 200 to 100 Rupees per Ground, and to
the South from 250 to 50 Rupees per Ground.

3. On the Sea face it is still more valuable, and the rate of 100 Rupees per Ground, all
round, is thought not too high.,

4. If parcelled out into convenient Building lots of 8 and 10 Grounds, it would, it is sup-
posed, fetch 120 Rupees per Ground.

5. About 1 of the Area is occupied by the dwellings of the late Nawaub's servants, depen-
dants, &c.

From Captain H. W. HITCHINS, Civil Architect at the Presidency;to the Chief En-
gineer, Department Public Works, Fort Saint George, dated 17th June 1859, No, 469,

With reference to your letter, No. 1065, dated 30th Ultimo, I have the honor to forward a
valuation Statement of the Buildings within the Chepauk premises amounting to Rupees (1,74,145)
One Lac seventy four thousand, one hundred and forty five; this does not include the compound
wall, which I have valued at (20,000) Twenty thousand Rupees.
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No. 16, From CLEMENT DALE, Egq.,

THOMAS PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secr
dated Madras, 29¢h June 1859, No. 195

Para: 1. With reference to the letter, &c.

Receiver of the Carnatic Property; to
elary to Government, Fort Saint George,

> noted in the margin, [ do myself the honor ofreturn-

ing the letter from the Engineer Department
Letter from Receiver, to Chief Secretary, 26th  Public Works, with its enclosures, which ac-
May 1859, No. 149,

Companied the Officia] Memo. and of enclosing

Official Memo : from Chief Secretary, June 24th  you a copy of a letter received by me this after.
1859. hoon from Messrs, Franck and Co., with their
observations anq opinion on the Collector's

valuation of the land, whereon the Chepauk Palace stands ang forming the Area of the P alace

Compound.

R. I observe that the Dewan valued this Property at Rupees 7,6 1,678.
3. The Supreme Court having decided that they have No power to make an order directing
the sale of property, until a suit ig instituted, [ Purpose Proceeding with the sale; I should how-
ever wish to know whether Governm i

ent acquiesce in Messrs, Franck and Company’s views, and are
willing to bid as far as 5% lacs for the Property,

From Messrs, FRANCK, and Co, i to CLEMENT DALE, Esq., Receiver of the Carnatic Pro-
perty, dated 29th Jype 1859.

.. We beg to return herewith the PAPers connected with the valuation by the Chjef Engi-
neer, of the Chepauk Palace, Building

and having carefully considered the subj

2. We consider that the Price at which the Ground
is much below what it is really worth, and what it might be ¢
into small and convenient allotments . Indeed this may be prov

I ground,” or a mean of 150 Rupees ;
Per Ground,” o 5 similar mean of 150 Rupees, while
e it is stj]] more valuable,” an assertion in which he is
\seiliug price of land i the
able part of the Chepawk Property be 150 Rupees per

€ must he considerably hel oy the mark in estimating the average
only two-thirds of that price,

3. We are of opinion that the greater portion of the land to

would realise at least 250 Rupees per Ground, i i

deduced more from the Collector’s Report than oy Own positive k

of the value of lang in that neighbourhoog, but which i Exll co i

this price is not more than might e €xpected for some of th); la rao

questionably of Jesg value than that to the Norgh, arnd East k
4. Taking these fact .

s therefore into copg
. of Ground which would necessarily he Jog¢
sold in smal] lots, we are of opinion that 50

unquestionably quite correct.  If therefop
immediate neighbourhood of th
ground as shown by himself, ;
value of the whole Property at

e less valy

wards the North and East
an opinion which we own js
owledge or actual experience
borated by his Statement that
to the South, which is un-

ideration, anq making allowance for the quantity
for roads o Pathways, if it were to be cut up and

P agodas, or 175 )
hich to value the b, Rupees Per ground would not be

Rupees 3,44, 40, * OF say for the whole extent of nearly

more than a faiy average rate at w
82 Cawuies within the walls,
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6. To recapitulate, let us take the Buildings at the Civil Architect’s,

Valuation.., T L Ry | R 1,74,000
The wall at do ...

KT g 20,000
And the land at our Estimate based on the Collector’s own statement, » 344,400

And there is a tota] of Rupees 5,838,400

Wwe consider therefore that the upset price of the Property should he fixed at 1
lacs of Rupees, and even this sum, large as it may seem,
petition altogether imposs;ible, if there be any truth in the
Joint stock speculation is on foot for the purpose of provid
ment for the purchase of this Property. We have heard t
purchase would prove a good speculation even at s mu
if it were Judiciously parcelled out into convenient lots,
Without forcing an immediate sale, there being no doubt that the
would be eagerly competed for ; taking into account al
the materials of the buildings. Hence as we have alrea
that the upset price we have named would secure the G

7. We observe that no mention is made by the Civil Engineer, of three small pieces of

land, situated outside of the wall, Eastward of the Palace, which were pointed out to ys by the
Dewan as belonging to His late Highness the Nabob, and which are shown in the accompany-

ing plan, We presume therefore that these are to be put up separately, and sha]] describe
them accordingly in our hand Bills, '

10t less than 51
is not too large we think to make com-
rumour which is current that 5 sort of
ing the means to bid against Goverp.
hat it is the opinion of many that the
ch higher sum than we have nameq,

————

No. 17. ORDER THEREON, 30th June 1859, No. 885,
Resolved that the Receiver of the Carnatic Property be in

the 29th Instant, that the Government gre prepared to hid Rupees 5,50

190,000 Five lacs and fifty
thousand for the Chepauk Property, on its being put up at that upset price,

2. The three small pieces of land outside the wall, alluded to by Messrs, F

ranck and Co,
in the last para. of their letter to the Receiver, wil

1 as proposed be Put up separately,

(Signed) T, PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.
No. 18. To rux GoVERNMENT Soricrror, dated For Saint George, 30th J une 1869,
No. 386.
I am directed to forward for your information and guidance, a copy of a resolution, under
this day’s date, from which you will perceive that the Government have intimated to the Receiver

of the Carnatic Property, that they are prepared to bid five and a half lacs of Rupees for the
Chepauk premises on their being put up at that upset price,

2. I have to request that you will attend the Auction on the 5th Proximo, and will bid on
behalf of Government, I have at the same time to inform you, that the Governme
Pensable on every consideration, Political, Civil, and Military that the property should not pass
into other hands than theirs. If therefore there sh

ould be any advance upon the upset price you
will continue the bidding, and will buy in the Chepauk Property for Government at whatever price.

3. Three small pieces of land without the wall will be sold separately, These you will also
Purchase on account of Government.

nt deem it indis-

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Clief Secretary,

Exd A p, w, Begbie,
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