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Fort Saint George, Political Consultation, 29th October 1858.

No. 39. Fom P. LESLIE, Honorary Secretary to the Cochin Chamber of Commerce ; toT.
PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated 12th October

1858.

SIR,

I have the honor, in accordance with a resolution passed at a General Meeting of his Cham-
ber, to beg that you will have the kindness to request the Resident of Travancore and Cochin
to furnish it.

lst. With the returns of Revenue derived from the Monopoly Trade of the Cochin and Tra-

vancore Sircars.

ond. With a return of the true expenses of the preventive Service, as well as those of ex-

penses of the collection, storing, and watching of the monopolised Produce.

3rd. Further with a return of the duties, and net Revenue derived from the different

Chowky Stations on the Backwater.

‘This Chamber is firmly convinced, that a moderate export duty levied honestly and fairly on
the Seacoast, as is the case in the Honorable East India Company’s Territory, would fully make
up for the amount of Revenue derived by these Monopolies, the baneful and demeralising influence
of which on the border population, (leaving alone their suicidal Mercantile Policy,) becomes every
year more and more apparent.

No. 40. ORDER THEREON, No. 712 ; dated 29th October 1858.

The Government are not prepared to furnish the Returns applied for in the above letter.
They resolve however to inform the Cochin Chamber of Commerce that they are most anxious
that the Monopolies referred to should be superseded by the introduction of 2 more enlightened
fiscal system, and that they are at present in communication with the Travancore and Cochin Sir-
kars for the attainment of that desirable object. .

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.

Exd. J. A. Wilson.
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