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Fort Saint George, Political Consultation, Tth September 1858. |
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No. 25. Read the following letter from Surgeon E. G. BALFOUR, Government Agent at
Chepauk ; to T. PYCROKT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George,
dated 2nd September 1858, No. 1516 of G. A.

SIR,
With reference to the Order in Extract Minutes of Consultation, No. 562 of the 31st Ultimo,
I have the honor to mention that, in reply to quite a similar question which the same day I
put to Her Highness Nabob Khyre Oon Nissa Begum, Her Highness explained that the money
which Her Highness had retained for the purpose of paying these costs, Her Highness had since
spent in the Mohurrum festival : but Her Highness added that the costs would be paid through
the Agency on issue of her Stipend this month.

2. On the 31st Ultimo, I communicated the above to the Honorable Company’s Solicitor :
and, on the same day, I suggested to Her Highness to be more cautious in future.

3. T have the honor to submit with reference to the advice, in para: 1 of Mr. Boyson’s
Jetter, that there are no circumstances connected with the mere indebtedness of Her Highness
Nabob Khyre Oon Nissa Begum (neither also of His Highness Prince Azeem Jah Bahadoor)
which could be regarded by me as of sufficient importance to justify me in recommending
Government to sanction issue of process against the property and person of Her Highness, as
advised by the Government Solicitor. Once before this, in para: 4 of my letter, No. 1391 of
10th Ultimo, when the Solicitor had given similar advice, I submitted to Government that
¢ ynder no circumstances whatever, in my opinion, should Government permit issue of process
“ against the person and property of Her Highness for enforcing the payment of such costs.”
Since then, I have, on two occasions within the past week, endeavoured to explain my views on this
point to the Solicitor: but I much regret to observe that he still re-urges this unusual course ;
and, as such repeated recommendations from this Legal Officer cause much anxiety, lest action
on them should on some occasion be inadvertently had, I now submit the point for the consider-
ation of Government, I would also submit that the terms used by the Honorable Company’s
Solicitor in para: 8 are not in accordance with the feelings which actuate the conduct of the people
of this country, whose procrastinations are not, as he states, the result either of obstinacy or folly,
and that his applying such terms to the conduct of alady of rank so exalted as Her Highness
Nabob Khyre Oon Nissa Begum is not in unison with the views and policy of Government,
which have led to Her Highness being selected for that high position she occupies and are words,
which, viewlng our political relations, it is far from advisable the Community should ever learn
to have emanated from a servant of the State.

4. As the Government Solicitor also mentions that he has personally taken a great deal of
trouble in this matter, I may be permitted to observe that to give attention to such matters has
ever pertained exclusively to the duties of the Government Agentsat Chepauk: and I may appeal
with confidence to the knowledge which Government possess as to the mode in which these
duties have been performed for the past 50 years, as proof that, assisted in all that time by the
successive Members of the family, one of whom, Meer Mohib Ally Khan, is still the Assistant
Governmeat Agent, there is no part of any of these political Officers’ work which has ever been
neglected by them : and, for my own part, I who have never during my ten years’ tenure of office
consulted any one, further than to ascertain from authority the policy deemed expedient to
pursue, can, without being misunderstood, mention that I have still the fullest reliance on my
own ability to do all that pertains to my duty to perform, and I am therefore sorry to observe that
any other Officer of Government should think it necessary to occupy his own time in attending
to0 the matters which the Agency is alone paid to look after, and in the due performance of which
the Agency has never been found wanting. I mention this the more readily at present because,
as the Right Honorable the Governor in Council isso well aware, though the people of this
country are easily influenced to pursue any proper desirable course, a knowledge of their own
ways, is indispensable as a means of so influencing them, and it seems ent‘irely for the good of the
public service that the responsibility of keeping things straight should, as heretofore, be thrown
on the Agency.

%&w&t«/&



Fort »Saz'nt George, Political Consultation, 71},

p

September 1858,

5. As one illustration of this view of the subject I may incidemly mention that though the
Honorable Company’s Solicitor characterises Her Highness’ non Payment of these (with reference
to Her Highness’ princely income) trifling costs, as owing to Her Highness’ obstinacy and folly,
of so little importance does Her Highness regard the non-payment of these costs, that with the
simplicity, which s marks the character of all Eastern people, she  child-like tells mo that she
spent all the money in the late holiday time and bids me smooth down the lawyer with
a promise that she will pay it all from this month’s stipend, thus showing the causes of her delay to
be far other than the obstinacy and folly attributed by the Honorable Company’s Solicitor to her:
and as another instance of the necessity of thr owing the responsibility on the Agency, I may men-
tion that, among the multitude in this great city, of active minded unoccupied Mahomedans there are
always some of them engagedin petty intrigues of one kind or another; that Pater’s Gardens
has been made the sabject of one of these intrigues in which several people are now in various ways
engaged and, without saying more, it is in every way desirable for Government to ward off al pres-
sure from Her Highness, in order that she may not feel herself in any way pressed or compelled to
purchase that house.

6. It is scarcely a month yet, since the action was 1o
Plaintiff in which the Honorable Company’s Solicitor has b
most unadvisable course. The Government Solicitor was n
only therefore be Mr. Ritchie, the Plaintiffs’ Attorney,

of Government is writing : and, as Mr. Ritchie only applied to me on the 12th Ultimo, Go-
vernment will observe that whether we look at the smallness of the amount of the costs, equal
only to about six or seven days of Her Highness’ allowance ; whether the recent close of the
Suit be considered ; or the short interval that has elapsed since Mr. Ritchie applied ; the case
cannot be regarded as one of that urgent nature or requiring the extreme measures which the
Government Solicitor strives to impress Government with the idea of,
7. 1 would here merely add, that selely with a view to save
being in future occupied by matters such as this, that in all ca
diaries exempted from the jurisdiction of British Courts,
satisfied as to the legality of the claim,
the stipend, and there can be no need t
against the person and property of thos
in an exalted position,

st for payment of the costs of the
een urging Government to take this
ot engaged in the case, and it can
regarding whose costs, the Legal Officer

the time of Government from
ses of debt claims against stipen-
it is in the power of Government, where
to cause any such to be paid at once by deduction from
herefore for permission being given to institute process
e whom it is the policy of Government to place and retain

8. Thave the honor to subjoin copies of the communications addressed to me by Mr.
Ritchie on the 12th and 14th Ultimo, with my reply thereto, and I feel that the Right Honorable
the Governor in Council will concur in opinion with me that the threat used by. Mr. Ritchie
was, in a first application, not necessary and not in his power to carry into effect : though, had
I sent it, on the perusal of such a document from a European gentleman, Her Highness would,
undoubtedly, have supposed the threat capable of being put in force by him. The words he
uses are ¥ ® * T must call upon you to pay forthwith, otherwise it will be my duty
¢ to apply to Government for an order authorizing my issuing an attachment against your person
¢ and property for the recovery of the above sum, together with the subsequent costs of recover-
“ ing, the same which would subject you to the indignity and annoyance of being arrested and
“ confined in jail until the sum claimed is paid, or your property to be seized and sold.”

9. I likewise subjoin copy of communications which I have

above mentioned I had address-
ed to the Honorable Company’s Solicitor,

in reply to letters he had sent to me, and would draw
the attention of Government to my reiterated dwelling alike to that Officer as to Government

on the non-necessity for such extreme measures as this Legal Ofﬁc-er of t.he State so continuog-
ly urges Government to permit. Conscious of the feglings with which ::he commumt.y he::e
would regard the act which the Company’s Solicitor récommends 3 eonscious of the' light in
which not only surrounding nations but th(fse even of Eul-'ope wo.uld regard it : conscious that
that the course he advises is palpably subversive of the ‘ policy, which so recently !ed Gov.efn-

t to select Her Highness Nabob Khyre Oon Nissa Begum and p!ace her in a position
o Ited than had been given to any other subject in Southern India, I feel I would in-
:in (;rde ;Zaw:nting in my duty were I to withhold from Government as my opinion, that I view
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. flect on the policy
. hich if pursued, must “? .
ted urgings of a course w ications, which hamper
with just slar thise(;(f}i))::dein thge Carnatic affairs, and add to the complicatio
i ernment a i . e
which G(}:ch we are all so striving to diminish. o bt the difference in
us and W Honorable the Governor in Council will recognis o e <iows which
1 0. * :

10. Th‘:1 Rl%lh:o G(::;ernment by the- Honorable Company’s Sohc(l)t;rta;:; e o in
the advise tendere ‘ ress, is merely the consequence ol 1 matter while
idered it my duty to express, ly regarding it as a Legal m:

I have 30“51der.e . d : the Legal Officer properly reg h measures. would
which this s-ubjec';.llcs SI;‘TZEZ eLegal measures necessary a.nd of _the' e}ffeCt 1s:acsed Government to
I have 10 Judgel':}l f}())osition, and all connected with it in which it has p

have on the politica

place this lady.

d 12th
t Agent Chepauk, dated 1

. to Dr. BALFOUR, Governmen

rom A. M. RITCHIE, Esq. ;

Frem August 1858.

] d H H h i y hereto a
vere o fier i1 i fa or me ith her repl t t t
t 1 Begum Sahlba a.nd v W
i .g ness Kyre OOII lesa »
yl()lll‘ earliest con nience as I am anxious to apply to Go_v.ernme.nt.for th. e necessary Ol'del‘ﬂ to
l. t ven: .
author’zel the recovery Of these costs unless the same are imme YyPp
1 4 d]atel a]d

om g. 5 to Her Highn yre Oon Nissa Begum ahi &.,&c.,&c.,'
F TCHIE, Esq. ; to Her High ess Kyre Oon Nissa Be Sahiba, &ec

A. M. RIT dy: .y

' dated 12th August 1858.

i j brought by
Mapam, ) jon that the action of ejectment p
for your information . ises known as Pater’s
I have the hono; . Sta;:.ic(})\arydson to recover the possession of theOI:‘i}I:;lst;SOth "oy of July
Mossrs. Ge?}'g; a“‘} axvl::: defended by you as the owner thereof was
Girdens which action

i behalf at - the trial. The costs
g 1 appearing on your . c anv's
ided i tiff’s favor, no Counse . trial, amount to Company
fast decided 1o :1}'1:;13;}: those of the motion by you hto P\it ;ﬁ‘ :1}::: y:t ix,lcurred, which sum I.
of these proceedi ing the costs of attachment, &c., o ment for
-10-0 after deducung ise it will be my duty to apply to Govern
Rupees 1,994-10 forthwith, otherwise it will be my 1 for the re-
. property fo
must call upon you to pay iol an attachment against your person an et would
. . . th me, whic.
an order authorlx)z‘ng szzllsts:;:tgher with the subsequent cost; of (11~ec0;r;airn§:e : t; nsa.lT e il the sum
covery of the above sum, d annoyance of being arrested and co
dignity and annoy

subject you to the in ur property to be seized and .sold.

claimed is paid, or yo
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ing to
to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 13th Instant, referring
I have the honor to a

. hat I donot
: Nissa Begum, and regret t
Highness Khyre Oon ; f my letter
mine of the 12th add}rlessed ts:i fyle:f mf difying the letter referred to. 'I:hat pox:;?:i:n b}; con
i i ece i i d cannot in my
concur with you in the n t intended in that light, an ) 1 to Her
. ignate a threat was no : to forward my Official deman
which you designa fore again request you to . is im-
i I must therefore 25 i behalf of the Messrs. Richardsons
strued in that way. hat unless my claim on beha ent. I
. nd intimate to her, that u k . of these letters to Governm
Highness and intima . lication with a copy s . hat would
i i t send in my apP i in the plainest possible terms wha
diately paid, I mus : to Her Highness in the p
ch:’;lsider it to be my duty to point Ou;ic(;tion was not attended to. As requested I send you my

i t
if m app same but you mus
be the conse(zugr'llcl:eso;oclfsrts in Zrder that you may see and peruse the s

.. s
original taxed b1

o~ H Hi 1s
them from my © ients, and Her '1glme55
I have money to recover on Y i !
me as &
return them to s

not entitled to hold them.
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From Surgeon E. G. BALFOUR, Government Agent at C
dated 15th August 1858, No. 1401 of G. A.
SIR,

hepauk; to A. M. RITCHIE, Esq.,

I regret my inability to forward to Her Highness Nabob Khyre Oon Nissa Begum your letter

of the 12th Instant, as I do not think it necessary to threaten Her Highness in the manner of the
three concluding lines of your communication,

If you would favour me simply with your bill of Charges in the usual form, I am in a position
to state that it would be immediately

attended to by Her Highness as having brought the sub-
ject to Her Highness’ notice three days ago, I am informed measures have already been taken to
pay the taxed bill of Costs.

I have retained your letter in the hopes of receiving a modified communication from you.

———

From Surgeon E. G. BALFOUR, Gove
dated 14th August 1858, No, |
Sir,

Tnment Agent at Chepauk ; to A. M. RITCHIE, Esq.»
411 of G. A.

As requested by you, I have the honor to re-enclose the taxed bills of Costs, which you
obligingly forwarded for my inspection.

As I could never under any circumstances fecommend Government to allow a Writ to isst}e
against the person and property of Her Highness Nabob Khyre Oon Nissa Begum, it is not 10
my power to comply with the Téquest contained in your letter that I should forward your former
letter to Her Highness.

1 however subjoin for your information copy of a letter® which
ve received from Her

d
: ‘ Highness since I last addressed you, an
will again earnestly entreat Her Highness to settle these demands.

* Will be sent hereafter. 1 ha

Mabras, 26th August 1858.
My pEar Bovson,

Her Highness Nabob Khyre Oon Nissa Begum sent to inform me that she was only await-
ing the bill to pay the money,

There is no doubt that the money will be paid to the ful].
There is no reason whatey

. ) is
er for Government to 1ssue a Writ against Her Highness, for tb
small sum of money, nor for any thixig else,

indly tell the Court Officer whose 4 tv it rters to send
the Bill through the Government A ° S LIS to attend to such matte

© bew of gent at Chepauk and it will doubtless be attended to.
eg of you to cease writing of issuing Process agaj ; of Her
. ' gainst the property and person
nghf)ess Nabob .Khyre Oon Nissa Begum. The idea of so doing,P i: ev)en wholly out of the
question of propriety under any circumstances ang the necessity of doing so for a few thousand
Rupees is unimaginable, &

- : e (it will be paid)
I will then have the means o ouey be not paid by Her Highness (it will be p

f telling Government how to pay it.

I will not recommend, i

ndeed I wi] recom . t to pay
this or any other bill unil it be p mend Her Highness and Government no

Tesented to Hep Highness duly taxed by the Master.
Your's very sincerely,

(Signed) E. G. BALFOUR.

.

3lst August 1858.
No. 14
My pEAR Bovson, 90 of G. A.
A3 | bad not addressed you 1 did not quite understand why you were writing to me last
week ; I see, however, by Extract Minutes of Consultation, No 546, dated 24th Instant, and re-
. ’ B s ~

B e Semtember 1858.
F,g Saint George, Political Consultation, Tth S plemoer 2S0%.
or n ————
i b d now
ferred to you, an
letter, No. 1449, dated 23rd Instant, Wast 1r§ ou, we rogard all com-
ceived yesterday (e Itnyg to me about that. _ Although, as  once 1;) cvaénient 1 would very
ere writin, . a1, if vou find it equally L, 1 in
suppose you W form as Official, still, if y A kept straighter when
. L. f whatever . I think matters are Kep letters
munications o ial form in Official matters. ‘ o from one of your le
the Official for . under the impression iro i@
reatly prefer resent instance, I was ’ :ntended recommen
fhe Official form. mn t: :opobtain possession of Pater’s Gardens, t(}llat Z::erlty of Her Highness
;. that it wa : the person and p from
of last week, t . of process agamst - int, as 1 gather IO
ing Government to al_low ]];:usm . Pbut I had evidently mlsunderst;l)od thtes P;:: ,M - Ritchie that
) . . S .

Nabob Khyre 9on lesaérecegived at 9 last night) that it is t'o get the ::s I am sorry to learn that
your yesterday s letter mmended permission to issue coerc‘ge measluggé because it is so easy for
esterday reco h a small sum as<Bupees 1,999, g
you have y cessary for suc issue of stipend.

you think such » coill‘fetx:nall arz,lount and deduct same from her next 1
a
Government to pay

. Begum sent one
he 23rd Instant, Her Highness Nabob Khy:]i ?101{)631::5?nadegt0 pay the
But last week, o0 lfo stated to me that arrangments bad evenh' ) Indeed I am so sorry that
of her Officers 1o nll'e’ wd that they would have been paid be{fl’rellt tilse; hurry to realise so small an
believe ite understand a . tters
Costs and I had - h T do not qui < place in such matters,
this has not been d?ne 5 fo:‘! i‘::fr the impression that‘ delays' ofte: t;;:ho‘t)n: dan people so much
amount as this, h'fwl-ng bee it is only the procrastination which the lad that you had not had
and I think in this }llnsmn:’of its not being paid, I would have been g
icht in, that is the cause © tter.
dehgh:;fl'nt;'ouble to write again on sO small a matte
cause

d I do believe
i this morning sending on your letter an e
I have written to He‘f ng::ri;s :st ii consistent with the dilatory Way'st eois' (')cht; rﬁdel:xt a t
that the money will be I;aclld :Sot think the course you ha\ie suggested, 1ss fulest e Honortble
whom 1 havi t.O deaz;]l.:riecl ir(:to action and I have thought 1tmn;i'ld(il:itgnt0 belgigving ot the mone)Iv
of its being ¢ i our present recom i ’ > 2vain. what
;}Il:.w Elliot to, at_ leas.t’ def;;'a:;t}l:lg (])2:1{ evenpif not fortl?commg', I matzln :::T:tvll;)i:h Igcax; e
will be forthcoming imme k, that there are mno immagmablel clr.cflim(;s. o ading. Gover-
submitted to you last wee ,on account of which I would feel justi :Hm e pab Khyre
will oceur 15 rega}'ds de};‘ts’ cess against the person and PYOPert}’ oit ;" ssgPrince A peem Jah
ment to allow of issue Oh Przme is applicable even more s0 to His I—.Ilg nzebts e e can
Babadon. B%%rzmn:::rtt}el: Begum absteins from Paymtgha;h e:heJugitlatorin;ss of Mahomedan
Bahadoor. e ing her stipend. I am sorry 1 o this 1apid action,
once recover by stopping t they certainly are not accustome . N
:zople Sh‘;) ufld s<:1 I;:zhazgc;lzago:};i:lgit. )i hope to announce payment this forenoo
however deierre

Yours &c.,
(Signed) E. G. BALFOUR.

—————

_q 26 O ER THERE N, P‘ .t H a ep ember 18-)8.
0 . RD 0 s} )76 d ted 6th S t b =4

i ference ‘made to him in
ts, in reply to the re .
Agent at Chepauk reports, : e om Nioos Bopum
The Govem;n én;sulfaetion, 31st Ultimo, No. 562, that Her.ngl;n:stsh ) y:l O il
Extract Minute.so o the money which Her Highness hafl retaine lc: e pc D O e
has informed h]‘f‘ tha; jectment brought by Messrs. Richardsons, a‘dstl;: o e o
costs in the acn'onlo Ie-%er Hichness added that the costs would be paid throug
Mohurrum Festival. : g
issue of her Stipend this month.

ill at once pay the
in Council directs that the Govel‘nfn.e nt Agent ~;:]1Lcover it ffom the
2. The Governorin stion to Messrs. Richardsons’ Solicitor, and will r
costs 1n que
amount of the

. end now about to be issued to Her Highness.
. Snpen

h the remainder
ink i to follow Dr. Balfour throug
t think it unnecessary | N—
3 bGoverre::T:(;led. Allusion having however been }I]nid}(: to ;h; :e{:l:;:l ied by thomn
of his letter 25077 it j that gentleman to observe, that havin : . e
et e o of the & ted perfectly in conformity w
Solicitor, the)., , ication of the 24th July last, he acted p ‘ y in ¢ e roper
on Mr. Ritele apf?ihcatilznadvising them of the mode of procedure “hléh 1:; v;;\;l o Hiooas
duty 15 thel? La;‘f 0 t cejc:he due course of Law, for the recovery of the Costs,
0
to follow, according
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should neglect to discharge them. It was for Government, with such advice before them, to
decide, whether they would authorize the Law being put in force—or whether less extreme
means should not, under all the circumstances, be resorted to for the recovery of the Costs

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.

I:xd. J. A. Wilson.
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