


Fort Saint George, Political Consultation, 24th 4 ugust 1858,
‘No. A, From Licutenant General W. CULLEN, Resident of Travancore and Cochjy st L
PYCROFT, Iisq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated 21+ J uly

1838, No. 39. )

Sik,

1 have the honor, with reference to Extract from Minutes of Consultation, No. 825, of the
26th September 1857, to submit to Government copies of
No. 588, 16th March 1858. the reports of the Dewaus of Travancore and Cochin, on

41, 6th o the subject of the robbery of the Conkany Bimboms from
Alleppey by the Conkanies of Cochin, and the claims of the

Ehs

respective parties to the fina possession of the Images.

2. T have to apologize for the delay that has occurred in transmitting this report.  “Phe
death of the Ranee of Travancore had occurred just at the time I received the orders of Govera-
ment, which necessarily detained me at Trevandrum, and I was also preparing for my annual
visit to Cochin, where | hoped to be able to obtain further information on the subject; but [ was
there again interrupted by the lengthened discussions between the Rajah and his Dewan, besides
suffering from an attack of illness, and I had also to wait for the report of the Dewan of Iravay,.

core, which did not reach me til] the end of March,

3. The two Dewans have furnished explanations on the several points specially called for
by Government ; Lut they continue respectively to maintain, the one that the original Bimboms
have been returned to Alleppey, while the Travancore authorities as positively deny it

4. I believe it to be impracticable to positively determine the point; I have noade every
enquiry on the subject, on my frequent tours to and from Cochin, but have heey unable to obtain
reliable information.

5. Al] the Travancore servants, who were in Office at Alleppey at the time, mcluding the
Dewan and the Commercial Agent, Mr. Crawford, were most positive as to the non-restoration of
the chief Image, and so long an interval had elapsed since the original deposit of the Images at
Alleppey that none of the Cochin Officials could be expected to be acquainted with then.

6. Much suspicion however cannot but attach to the assertion of the Cochin party, for the
moment it was known that the Court of Directors had sent out orders on the subject, it was
generally and confidently asserted that the chief Image had been again removed from its Pagoda
and concealed in a place of security. Another strongly suspicious circomstance js the urgent
Appeal they made in their Petitions to the Govex;nment that the Images should be lodged in the
Company’s country until a decision could be come to on their respective claims,

7. The claim to the permanent possession of the Images would appear to be with the Cochin
-onkanies. It had rested undisturbed there for several centuries, the Officers and Servants
lor the service of the Pagoda being elected from both countries. The Images were only removed
‘0 Alleppey in 1792 solely for protection against the tyranny of the then Cochin Rajah; hut they
vere again applied for soon after the British took possession of the country, and it was only
efused by Colonel Munro, on the urgent representation of the Travancore Officers, that the
esence of the Image was considered to be intimately connected with the prosperity of the Forg
»f Alleppey.

8. The total No. of Conkanies in the Cochin Territory are 5,463, of whom about 4,000 e
tated to reside within 5 miles of the Pagoda, where the Image originally restcd. [n Travancore
1e total number of Conkanies are about 4,000, of whom about 3,000 arc stated as residing within
0 or 12 miles of Alleppey, or from 20 to 30 miles trom the original Pagoda at Cochin.

9. I have been unable to ascertain the exact state of feeling on the part of the Conkany
pulation of Travancore, in regard to the restoration of the Images.  The census show« that a
vy large proportion of the Conkany population of Cochin reside almost in the immediage vichity
the original Pagoda, while about one half or nearly 2,000 of the Travancore Conkanies 4g,
iide in the single District of Shertally, which immediately adjoins the Cochin Territory.,

R : ~ N

10.  The Images had until the year 1853 remained where they Bad been origmally Joced
. 3 . - - . 2 . . ' ° =
coming from Cochin in 1792 m a small confined buildine, an Agrashalla en (he bank of fiy
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