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Fort Saint George, Political Consuliation, Y3t Jualy 1358,

e
No. 24. From . D. PHILLIPS, Esq., Commissioner of Tanjore; to T. PYCROUT, Esa.,
Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated 28th June 1858, No. H0L.

SIR; .

. - - - v *
1. 1 have had the honor to receive an Extract Minutes of Consultation, of date 15th April
938, which communicated to me the opinion of the Advocate General in regard to the

disposal of the Arms and Ordnance Stores of the late Raja of Tanjore.

last, No.
proposed
y deprecate the belief that my revival of this subject proceeds from
in the course of my duty, I have felt bound 1o
should certainly have abstained tfrom now again

2. T would 1‘esp€c%fu'ﬂ

any pertinacious adherencg to the views which,

submit for eonsideration by ‘Government and [
& tenor of the Minutes of Consultation under remark justified the imipression

addressing you, if th
that the Governmeht themselves were convinced of the propricty of Mr. T. Sydney Smyth's opi-

nion on those poiuts of the matter whicli are not protessional,

3. In my former communications 1 have adverted to the facility with which the abstraction
of the Raja’s Weapons could be effected by determined and evil disposed persons. ‘Lheir dis-
tribution after abstraction, could be managed with no greater difficulty and the peculiar character

of the locality where they are deposited effectually bars a more secure
setting at nought the Tnjunction of Her Majesty's
curity the Jewels, Ora-

and judicions ayrangement’

than the one now adopted, unless, indeed,

Cowrt, I permitted mysclf to bring together in one place of se

Supreme
at present distributed in several halls of the

ments, Regalia, Arms and other valuables which are

PR

Tanjore Palace.

4. Recent Gang Kobberies
perpetrated in the very dwelling houses of tw
the Tanjore Fort walls which were scaled for the purpose, appedt to me, to form anew and I
trust the Government will regard it as a sufficie
measures for breaking up the rusty and, viewed by an oflicial standard, useless otfensive Weapons

of the Raj now extinct. I nced not
[ have endeavoured to establish the Policy und expe

of a daring and wost determined chayeter, two of which were
o of my Thasildars, whilst one was committed within

ut ground for again pressing for the adoption of

at present enlarge on the reasous by which in my carlier
conuuunications diency, if even there he at
present wanting a Political necessity for the step. :

5. Inregard to its strict lega
ral, I observe, states that if the Arms had been broken up, th

« not to be a breach of the Injunction.”

lity there would seem to be no obstacle, for the Advocate Gee-
1¢ step might be sustained and shown

I itis true, has offered the opinion that no plea of

G. In a subscquent remark, Mr. Smyt
he public peace could poussibly be pleaded for taking

with a view to the preservation of t

necessity
such a step and therefore he deems it undesirable and bighly inexpedient to alter oxisting arrange-
ments.

7. However much I may respect the professional opinion of the Government Law Olfcer,
scile the latter with the former intimation.
cing up a mass of oftensive Weapous, large
nt diself, as the ruling

1 am unable to recot 1t scems to we to be sutliciently
obvious that as to the nccessity and po
doubtful classes of the Seuthern Division, tiie Govermme
for the grouands of which they entld uot, 1 apprebend, be
liction over an area excepted from

licy of breal

cnough to arm the
power, would form their own opinion,
called to account even by that Court which has dssunied  Jurisg
the operation of the ordinary Madras Regulations.

8. Supposing me to be right in this respect and aestining that orders o break up the Arws
bhad been duly issued by Govermnent and weted on by nothing vemains to be done but to
require the Advocate General to sustain the Act and show

the Injunction.

nme,

chat there bas net been an invasion of

: N 1 sy r oy AT RYITIOR
9. The Advocate General, alter expressing his views as to the mexpe dieney of the measure,
would scem still to suspect that his professional limits have been
that he is not certain of their adoption by the Governmest ina matter not pertaining to his Qilice,

for he points out how, when the destruction of the Arms
Loty thie Tor et e
fringme Ly Dijeretiag,

somewhat exceeded and to feel

Caada”
e

is about to be enforeed e othes
A

are to be apprized that there s nointention of 1n:

2
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e Advocate General qualifies the opinion he originally gave by inthmatine that
Sinaiiy the At . e piap - i s : )
Finatt) asure might give rise to troublesome proceedings and eoncludes

L 1 :
{ the propescd e

thre eNU THRIE

tine hi> professional view of a question which T venture with all deterence to state,
o eording his 3% fa . b1 voncurs
(il Teeore 1o % judiciously treated if it be judged protessionally. .
1ot be propery o ] !
® | | A‘ . |
v« to the absence of the plea of necessity, to which Mr. Suyth adverts, for the preserva-
S ) < f necessit | | |
. blic peace the local authorities, 1t seems to me, should be allowed the exercise ofa
S ehe pu ace, ‘ ! ms 1o . .
" i to what will best consist with the continuance of a tmanquil state of atfairs : and as in
e ‘ . o N / e . : as
b which I appear (© have been honored by the Goverhulent, they huve done me

v a.

\\l*ll

t.o
Jiscretion .
contidence wit

e favor to bring under consideration my pr (,)p?bltlon. to place these Agms oul, of harins evay, I
the favor ° . . -estion that it is desirable arry St e . Lo
‘ [ may now veniure the suggest . ‘ L, to carry % into exceution since the
1 1) . e P L . e " . )
trust L imion of the Govermment Law Officer has shown that it mav he sustdined

b opinitos ) ’
forunie Uy «

e ¢ SN A :
, respect of the Arms themselves : I would point to the benefit which their destruc-
¢ the members of the family who may eventually be held to hav
Jate Raja. Their present value is very smal

12, Dut 1t
o will seewre to ¢ an interest in
L o rahe 1, but insionifi e Tl o
operty of the » but msignificant as it is, it wiil
phe prope «tablished under the rules of the Ords '
. r S 1arn » ay N
and truly € 1ce Department, and thus the legal

1 Lave a certain sum to receive when the litisation =
il ha n the litization shall have closed by a deeree

o datly 1 hour ) I.t the ‘Arms remain as they now are untouch-
od and unclcane‘l’,thi‘y e d-l ' an(f ]f)ml'y Sl:r}erm.g. from rapidly increasing deterioration.
Phey are usvh‘ss‘h)r ature 1pu) F)O:Ses of state for F'w Raj is extinct. None of the faile oo
}i'ng to come t(jrwurd and assert a right to their retention in his own charge as hi . own shar
) Prince’s property, for the terms of the Arims Act - L s ewn saare

Actare well understood in this Province

Weorvtlon ab ]
. my observagon enables me to judg 3ersons . i
s my Judge, persons now mpossession of Arnis would rather

My D, ' N
tnjore Palace bLe actuated by differ-

be fairly

e W

s mtatives . By . .

represt Tudicial Comwittee of thee Privy Council.
i

from the

wil
of the late
o far d ‘ .
ane keep them. Wil the future Pensioners of the T

.2 1 think not; bat®if they are, it wi
(ot feelings L ey are, ‘]t will be the clear and obvious do ¥ of the authoritics
10 pullit ing permission from Government tl . ‘ .
L]l to rewmove what may il:tvo fallen into their | ) LRt ihan o enfuree e Arns Act and
ally 3 > fa o their hands under CrIns i

v the terms of the sppen! judoment.

y the wish by scek
Lo
e

]"x)i'll

. .
1. It is not likely the family of the Rala Ten this
J U a when this : .
o en this judement shall have been siven, will

: fur the Natives of the
of the Arms Act which I have above

h
frtd a better market for what can be valued cven now only as old i
1 a berter v | ; o as old iren
rict would be deterred froy gt ‘
Dist { erred from buying them under 1o view
stated.

U Holding thea in view the §
| ! ,] u \..L.l moview tae fact that the fanilv of the Raja cannot bat benefit by tl
yreckme up these Avins ag ¢ TCIov: ' it feeas mas bo broudht 1o we g the
hre. 1 and the ramoval of suel) Military Storesas mayv be br 1 :
Crovermuent Arsenals : adverting also to the s curity ' . wind i Inty e it e
. nt position of Tanjore atia
unless at the risk of possibl

ty undoubtadly attained by rendering utterly
pestion of atiairs the fawily have no around for retaining
rbarrassment to themselves and the
mstlerstion of G

. mstieratien of Govermment. th

. toy rm .the pro
tion In the manner foriaerty oposed, o

useless what in the prese

carncstly to press on tic . authorities, [ beg with respect

{

wicty of sanctioning their destrue-

Nou. 25 Crb;
25. CRDLE THEREON, Noo S Led Dab Iy 185N
. T weted wy 1805,
The Uduanisse i Tanj
I Qicluinsel ‘T atnjose ¢ .
g s loner ot Lanjore addvesses the Government
Advocure Geveral, communicated to)

varding the

pesses i relerence 1o tie opinion of the
Hurmn Bxtract Minutes of Consuliat St ;
proposcd disposal of the Ava } \ Sites of Consulation. it April last, re-

Sdi s LLe Llis e vbinan. N g :

i s and Ordeance Stores of the late Raih of Tanjerve,

w7 AR R A N
200 M Phillip: represents thar 3 ]

poorepresents that ia his tormer communications he had adverted to the
')' T L 54 X Ly
walan’s Weapons could be eilccted by determined and
e, el Deron ‘ after ubstraction could be managed with no greater difli-
diy, and the peculiar character of the locality where they are
secure and judicious arr : - i
o ! rd}lluoua arrangement than the one now adopted, unless, indeed, sctting at nought the
munction o er NMajesty's S et N 5 ] . N =
ot") cowity the J Majesty's Suprewe Court, he permitted himself to bring together in one place
seeurl > Jewels Iaents 1 N A
b ¥, the Jewels, Ornaments, Regalia, Arirs and other valuables, which are at present distri-

Uted i several halls of ghe Tanj@re Paluce.” ' )
L ]

L S TN N :
taciity with which the abstiaction of the

evil disposed persons. Their distribution

deposited etlectually bars a more -

Fort Saint George, Political Consultation, 13th July 1 858.

3. Recent gang robberies, he continues, of a daring and most determined character, two of
which were perpetrated in the very dwelling houses of two of his Thasildars, whilst one was com-
mitted within the Tanjore Fort Walls which were scaled for the purpose, appear to him, to form a
new and, he trusts, the Government will regard it as a sufficient ground for again pressing Tor the
adoption of measures for breaking up the rusty, and, viewed by an cfficial standard, uscless offen-
sive Weapons of the Raj now extinct.

4. The gist of the’Commissioner’s letter is to set forth the necessity for breaking up these
Arms, avising fronr the present state of the District, and the danger that the seizure and distribu-
tion of these Weapons which, as he subsequently says, are enough to arm the doubtful classes of
the Southern Divisien, would involve the peace ofthe country. He is of opinion that the cir-
cumstances of the Tanjore District are such as to warrant the mcasure and afford sufficient justi-
fication in the event of the proceeding being challenged in the Supreme Court.

5. Such being the case, it appears to the Government that the remedy proposed by the Com-
missioner or that of breaking up the old Muskets, Swords, &c., would be insutlicient. Itis not
proposed to destroy the more valuable Arins, but these, and there is a considerable number of them,

, wouid be more serviceable and more likely to be sought after than the old ones. Neither is it pro-

posed to remove the Jewels and other valuables which, supposing any attempt to plunder the
Palace at Tanjore to be by any means probable, would be most likely to excite cupidity.

G. Tt seems to Government that the only way of eflectually guarding against this danger,
would be that indicated by Mr. Phillips, viz., that of bringing together in one place of security
the Jewels, Ornaments, Regalia, Arms and other valuables, which arc,at present distributed in
several halls of the Tanjore Palace, the step being however taken not in despite of the Injunction
of Iler Majesty’s Supreme Court, but with its assent on good grounds shown.

= The Government therefore resolve to consult their Advocate General whether on the
_oround of presentinsecurity all the Weapons, new or old, Jewels*and other valuable moveables
now under the Government Seal in various apartments of the Tanjore Palace mighthot be brought
together in one place where they could be safely guarded. The proceeding is one so palpably for
the benefit of all persons interested in the property, that the Goverament can hardly suppose that
any objection would be made by the Supreme Court to an application to that cffect. Keun_atchec
Boye snd her Agent could hardly pretend to entertain any apprehension that the property would .
not be duly and fully transferred to the place selected for it, and the Government would be pre-
pared to allow them all reasonable means of satisfying themselves that the measure had been
carried out fairly and in good faith.

8. Meanwhile however, as the public safety must be paramount, the Commissioner 1s
authorized, as Magistrate, to remeve all the Arms, new and old, to a place of security, or to destroy
the old Arms and secure the more valuable ones, if such circumstances should cceur, before further
orders can reach him, as would in his judgment render such measures indispensably necessary for
preserving the peace of the Country.

iSigned; T PYCROFT,
(v'//it'f' Secrelary.

I'xd. F. Cartledge.
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