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Fort Saint George, Political Consultation, 6th VJulg/ 1858
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No. 13. From Surgeon E. G. BALFOUR, Government Agent at Chepauk; to T. PY-
CROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated 28th Jurte,
No. 1182 of G. A.

Sir,
In Extract Minutes of Consultation, No. 371, dated 8th Instant, the Right Honorable the
Governor in Council referred for my report the case of a Nellore Pensioner named Mecram Bee,

and not being awar?, even yet, of the reasons for so referring it to me, I was, and am, not able to
2

frame any report in brief terms.

2. In order to ascertain the nature of the case, I sent it on to the Collector of Nellore, whose
reply, subjoined, shows the person not to belong to that Class of Carnatic Stipendiaries to whom
the Treaty of 1801 relates, and seems to point out that it is the woman’s Gosha or Scclusion
which has caused this reference to me.

3. On this subject, I have already twice had the honor of reporting and stating the Laws of
the Mahomedan Religion and feelings of these people.  When the Gosha Order was first being
thought of, I mentioned to Mr. Bourdillon in conversation, that the issue of any such order was
equivalent to withdrawing the Stipend, and since then, in one of my letters I have had the honor
of submitting that by the Mahomedan Religion every women has to retain her Gosha or Seclusion,
being only permitted to appear unveiled before  their Husbands, or their Fathers, or their Hus-
bands’ Fathers, or their Sons, or their Husbands’ Sons, or their Brothers, or their Brothers’ Sons,
or their Sisters’ Sons, or their Women, or their Captives which their right hand shall possess, or
to such men as attend them, and have no need of Women, or unto Children who distinguish not
the nakedness of Women."”

4. Any Mahomedan Woman acting otherwise than in the above marher is acting in direct

opposition to the injunctions of her Religion, and amongst the very humble even it is omly some
pressing urgency that would induce them to disgrace themselves by appearing in public unveiled.

From F. B. ELTON, Esq., Collector of Nellere; to Surgeon E. G. BALVOUR, Government
Agent at Chepauk and Paymaster of Carnatic Stipends, dated :23vrd June, No. 148 of
1858.

SIR,

With reference to your letter of the 15th Instant, and the Extract from the Minutes of Con-
sultation, under date the 8th Idem, [ have the honor to state that Mareumbee, the person alluded
to is a Yeomiahdar of this District, to whom a subsistence allowance of 5 Rupees per month was
originally granted under an Enayetnamah of the Nabob Oomdut Ool Oomrah, under date the 24th
Rajb of 1213, Hejri (A. D. 2nd January 1799,) which was continued to her since the assumption
of the Country by the British Governmeat. ’

Circular Orders of the Board of Revenue, dated 2. Mareumbee continued to draw her Pen-
Ist July 1850, approved by Govzrament in  sion by Vukee!, untilthe promulgation of the order
Extract from the Minutes of Consultation, requiring the personal appearance of Female
dated 5th June 1850. Yeomiahdars above the age of 50 years, to draw

their Pensions, Mareumbee being one of these
coming under the restriction, but a Gosha Wom:n, abstained from appearing personally and her

Yeomiah is therefore left undrawn from Januarv 1850. Under the circumstances mentioned by

Major Lys, I beg to recommend that Mareumbee mav be allowed to draw her Pension without

personal attendance at the Cutcherry and that sanction be at the same time granted for the payment

of the arrears due to her.

* Forwarded to the Board of Revenue, under dute 3. I have included her name in the List*

o5th November 1856. of persons recommenged for the privilege of ¢x-

emption from personal attendance on the grounds

of her being a Female of Rank and respectability, and one who has hitherto strictly maintained

lher seclusion in private life. Her Father belonged to the family of alate Nalob of Cuddapal,
and her husband was the Killadar of Nellore.
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Fort Saint George, Political Consultation, 6th July 1858.
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No. 14. ORDER THEREON, No. 425; dated 5th July 18.58.

The case of Meeram Bee was referred to the Chepauk Agent, because,it was stated b the
Superintendent of Pensions in his letter to the Adjutant General of the Army that her Peision
had been conferred upon her by the late Nawaub. As it appears now from the Agent's Report
that Meeram Bee is a Yeomiahdar of the Nellore District and does not,belong to the Cla:; of

Carnatic Stipendiaries, the correspondence regarding her will be referred to the Bevenue Depart-
ment for consideration and orders. . P

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary. ;/;f{ 2 Y
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Exd. J. A. Wilson.
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From Surgeon E. G, Barrour )

Government Agent at Chepauk.
To
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\\; Chief Secretary to Goverm_nent -
Fort St. George
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