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. Fort Saint George, Political Consultation, 25th May 1858, \ ‘/

No. 1. From G. N. TAYLOR, Esq., Acting Collector in charge of the Special Agency De-
partment; to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George,
dated 26th April 1838.

SIR,

I have the honor to request that you will be pleased to submit, for the orders of Government,
the accompanying original letter, with its enclosure, from His Excellency the Governor of the
French Establishments in India, applying for the extradition of a French

Mr. Prudhomme. Europcan Gentleman who is stated to be now residing with his Sons, Mer-
chants and Tradesmen, at Tranquebar in the District of Tanjore.

Although by Article 9 of the Convention concluded between Great Britain and France on the
“th March 1815, it is stipulated that all offenders shall be given up, reciprocally, yet in the Des-
patch forwarded on the 25th November 1817 by the Government of Fort Saint George for the
guidance of this Department, it was ruled that this Article should continue inoperative in all its

parts until instructions shall be received from England.

In obedience to that order this Department has hitherto refrained from applying for the sur-
render of offenders, who have taken refuge in the French Territory, exceptin cases of murder,
theft or crimes deserving of exemplary punishment, and the Authorities at Pondicherry have
likewise restricted their demands to cases of great importance. Even in the instances above referred
to compliance has sometimes been refused by both Governments, when the grounds upon which

application was made did not appear to them to justify such a course.

As the charge against Mr. Prudhomme does not appear to be of great criminality, it is for
the Right Honorable the Governor in Council to determine, whether it is not expedient to inform
the Governor of Pondicherry, in reply to his letter of the 23rd Instant, that the case is not of that
serious nature, for which alone extradition has hitherto been granted by either Government.

No. 31.

Monwsieur LE COLLECTEUR,

" A Al P . . . .

Par un arrét de la Cour Impériale que vous trouverez cy jomnt et que Je vous prie de vouloir
bien me retourner, désqu’ il ne vous sera plus nécessaire, le Sr. Prudhomme habitant de Pondi-
chéry a été condamné 4 3 mois de prison pour avoir tenté de corrompre Mr. Mestro Directeur des

Colonies. Le Sr. Prudhomme s'est, assure-t-on, réfugié chez ses fils négociants a Tranquebar.
Je vous prie de vouloir bien, aux termes des anciens traités qui régissent les rapports des

deux Territoires, donner des ordres pour que ce condamné soit livré a I'autorité Francaise,
Agréez, Monsieur-le. Collecteur, I'assurance de ma haute considération,
Le Commissaire Géneral,
Gouverneur des Establishments Francais,
dans 1,Inde.

Signed) D'UBRAYE.
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Fort Saint George, Political Consultation, 25th May 1858.
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I just heard that the Governor of Pondicherry has asked the Madras Government for my
unjust extradition from their Territories on account of a sentence passed on me by the Imperial

Court of Pondicherry of three months’ imprisonment and a fine of 600 francs for a petty offence
(délit de Police Correctionnelle).

According to the Treaty between the English and French Governments entered into in

1814 and 1815, when Pondicherry was delivered up to the French, I respectfully claim protec-

tion under the terms of that Treaty, which allow no extradition for my offence, but only for Cri-

minal offences, of which I am not at aJ] guilty.

Ev . . . . 1
en the French law is against the extradition of an individual, when claimed by any foreign
Government for petty offences (délit Correctionnel )
b

) as a violation of the law of Nations. Accord-
ing to Rogron,

c ! ; s .
ode d'Instruction Criminel]e on his commentary on Article 6.

. Yo‘u will be clearAly able to Judge from the enclosed proceedings (Jugement du Tribunal
v:::::z:::i:::;::c:la ICour Impf‘zria] de Pondichery,) that itis a question relating to a pri-

) i was publicly accused, and as it could not be brought direct as an
accusation against me, another method has been tried, as an attempt at menace against an high

functionary, in i s
Y, in the aim of obtammg a favorable report for the appointment solicited.

All procecdings against me at P ondicherry have been carried on in a arbitrary and illegal
mann.er, and the Judgements of the Courts have been excessive,quite beyond the allowance of the
; in the first instance compelling me to give 2000 Rupees’ ’s:curity ’ or seven times over as
much .as the law demanded, viz., 600 francs or 250 Rupees ; and when’my case was before the
Superior Court, no cognizance seems to have been taken of my defence, but the Court reduced

the sentence i ini

e agamst me to the minimum imprisonment, i. e. to 3 months instead of 6.—
ereas by an impartial examination of

miss the case ;

Court,

b . my defence, the Court would have been obliged to dis-
ut they waived impartiality and confirmed the proceedings of the subordinate

Situated under such circumstances
’
to be permitted to reside within its Te

have already appealed to the Minister of
deration and relief,

[ beg to claim the protection of the British Government
rritories without molestation, and I beg also to state, 1

Justice in France, and forwarded my whole case for consi-

For e Vi : . -
nclosure Pide No, 2 enclosure in the letter from Special Agent, 26th April, No. 8

——

No. 3. From Messieur PRUDHOMME ; to the Right Honorable George Francis Robert
=]

Lord Harris, Governor in Council, Fort Saint George. dated Tranquebar. Tth May 1538,

My Lorbp,
With all due submission to your Lordship, I respectfully venture to submnit cOpy of letters
addressed by me to H. D). Phillips, Esq., Collector and Magistrate of Tanjore, and G. X

Tailor, Esq., Collector and Magistrate of Scuth Arcot, and humbly crave the protection of your
Lordsihp in Council.

_ e P L i e e e o o
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Fort Saint George, Political Consultation, 25th May 1838. s

For enclosure Vide No. 1 enclosure in the letter from the Special Agent, 8th May, No. 87.

No. 4. From Messieurs PRUDHOMME ; to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort
Siant George, dated Tranquebar, 7th May 1858.

S1r,

I have the honor respectfully to beg you will submit the enclosed to the Right Honorable
the Goverror in Council.

N

For enclosure Vide Nos. 2 and 3 enclosure, in the Special Agent's letter, 26th April and 8th May,
Nos. 18 and 87.

No. 5. ORDER THEREON, No. 322; dated 19th May 1858.

The Acting Collector of South Arcot in charge of the Special Agency Department submits

for the orders of Government an original letter, with its enclosure, from His Excellency the
Governor of the French Establishments in India, applying for the extradition

Myr. Prudhomme. of a French European Gentleman who is stated to be now residing with his
Sons, Merchants and Tradesmen, at Tranquebar in the District of Tanjore.

2. Mr. Taylor represents that although by Article IX of the Convention concluded between
Great Britain and France on the 7th March 1815, it is stipulated that all offenders shall be given
up reciprocally, yet in the Despatch forwarded on the 25th November 1817, by the Government
of Fort Saint George for the guidance of his Department it was ruled that this Article should
continue inoperative in all its parts until instructions shall be received from England.

’ 3. The Right Honora-

All Europeans and others whosocver against whom Judicial Pro- ble the Governoer in Coun-
ceedings shall be instituted within the Limits of the Settlements or cil remarks that the terms
Factories belonging to His Most Christian Majesty for offences of the Article in question
committed, or for debis contracted within the said Limits and are sufficiently large and
who shall take refuge out of the same, shall be delivered up to the apply to all Europeans and
Chief of the said Settlements and Factories, and all Europeans others whosoever against
and bthers whosoever against whom Judicial Proceedings as whom Judicial Proceedings
aforesaid, shall be instituted without the said Limits and who shall be instituted for of-
shall take refuge within the same shall be delivered up by the fences committed or debts
Chiefs of the said Settlements and Factories, upon demand being contracted. The circum-

made of them by the British Government. stances under which it was

‘ ordered to be held in abey-

From Secretary to the Governor General, 27th October 1817%. ance will be found in the
To Do. 25th November 1817. correspondence marginally

noted. The question was
at the time submitted by the Madras Government to the Honorable the Court of Directors, who

*replied that they had .re-
* General letter, 12th May 1819, Para: 61. ceived a communication on

the subject from the Bengal
Government, and that it was then under their consideration. No further instructions have however
since been received from that Authority.

: 4. The Special Agent states that in obe-
1 25tk November 1817, issued on receipt of letter dience to the orderst of Government his
Jrom Governor General, 27th October 1817. Department has hitherto refrained from apply-
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Fort Saint George, Political Consultation, 25t} May 1858. )
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taken refuge in the French Territory, except in cases of Murder,
emplary punishment, and the Authorities at Pondicherry have lik
cases of great importance. Even in the instances above referred
refused by both Governments, when the grounds u
to them to justify such a course.

? The Governor in Council would wish to be in

have ¥€en induced to limit their demands in the ma
ed of the orders for holding the Convention in ab
be furnished with a precis showing concisely the ¢
dition has been refused by the two Governments,

Theft or Crimes deserving of ex-
ewise restricted their demands to
to compliance has sometimes been
pon which application was made did not appear

formed why it is that the French Authorities
nner above stated and whether they were appriz-
eyance issued in 1817. He would also wish to

Ircumstances of the several cases in which extra-

6. This precis and information should be supplied as earl
any further application be made by His Excellency the Gover
informed that the matter is under reference to the Madras Gov

y as possible, meanwhile, should
nor of Pondicherry, he should be
ernment.

7. The Government further resolve to refer Mr. T
noticed to the Advocate General for his opinion w
either at once or on being made acquainted with tl
Special Agent. Mr, T. Sydney Smyth w
Act VII of 1851, Section XXII.

‘aylor's letter and the papers above
hich it will be for him at his discretion to give
1e additional information called for from the
ill also consider whether the case be one falling under

8.' The Government have received two addresses from Mr. Prudhomme in which he claims
pretecticn on the ground that the terms of the Treaty entered into by the French and English
Government in lSH_and 1815 when Pondicherry was delivered up to the French, allow no extra-
. , dition for his offence, but only for criminal offences. The Governor in Coun-
See Article J'IT1. cil can find nothing to this effect in the Treaty of 50th May 1814. The terms of

the subscquent Cenvention have been above quoted.

(Signed) T.PYCROFT,
Chicf Secretary.
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