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No, 85'2‘ * From Messts : ASHTON, RICHARDSON and Co, to the :Chief - Secletary to
Gnvernment, .Forb Saint. George, dated 17th .April 1858,

S, .. [ - . _ _
1. Wae beg: Jeave:to address: you on a sub_]e ¢t which denpiy affects the interests of.our firm,
~und in submitting the following cn‘cumstancesnfor the information.of .the Right ‘Honorable the
Governor-in Couneil, we. trust that - they will receive favorable consldermon and induce "His

Lordshlp to extend  to us: the aid whichiwe seek at:his hauds, as a pm‘taa’l relief of the necessi-
- ties wluch ;press so heavily. upon -usat the - ‘present moment. SR {

2. The Govemment are aware that pmceedmﬂs were, ﬁlst mst:tuted by us in the Supleme
Comt ind anua1y_185’?’, or 16, months aftm the death of the late Nawaub .of the, Carnatlc, in grder
mere]y to gq,blj_s' Qm-._g]g}_ims ._tgge.l 1 Ianded pmpmtaes on the ,mmtgage of which we mado

\ y _ A decl ce was obtam;d ;m \Em c:h 1807 for the sum of -
55 813 111 om favor 'as the enclosed document will show. In cqnsequence hOWevel ofa
commumcatmn we recewed ﬁ'qm the Com‘p'rmy 8 Sohmtor, mtlm'mm'xg to the’ med}tﬂ‘:s generally the
Cviews of Governmept in 1eca1'd to’ the legal nicasures. thqt may’ be taken by them f'or the settle- -
. iment “of then‘ clcums on the Nawa.ub we causgd f'urther proceedmgs ta be stayed in the nmttel"of' :
‘om Suit. Ve'u']y Y ycar had elapsed smce then, and ﬁndmcr that no steps were bemg f:a.ken b} o
o the Gavernment for the investigation:and payment of the ’\Ta\mub s, debts, we: mstructed our Soh-_
© - citor Mr. Ritchie to address the Company s Solicitor Mr." ‘Boyson on:the subJect and’ to press | fcn 2
anccarly settlement of our claims. lhls conespondence havmg beert laid before: Governmenb we
“were informed. that they left it to us to, fake such steps.as.we thought ploper and accmdumly, T~
det this dlqcletlon, we caused’ pmceedmas to be renewed which led to'the sale of the properties.
Re]uctant 48 we were to adopt thls coyrse, wemust hele beg leave to assure the nght: IIono-'
L pablé the Governor in- Councll th&t we weve foreed to it as the only alternatwe of.- partm]] ¥ mhev-.' L
Cing the miost pressmg necesmtles of our fiem,. Tt shou.lcl be explamed, ihe reference to the: great s
dﬁﬁeultx 4 m wlmh we. lmve' et pla.c;ad,, -that om‘;transactmm m Legard to the: louns made :['or the '
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deferred Scttlement of the claims against the late Nawaub of the Carnatic; It will be seen

from the accompanying letter from the ]JnecLorr; of the Bank of Matlras, inreply to ours addressed
to them on the extent of the accommodation hitherto nllowed us, thet they are not disposed to ac-
cede to our very reasonable request that the Promissory Notes which we have already with the Bank
may be renewed for a further period of 3 or 4 months, We preferred this request in cc)nsequent:e
of the reeent resolution of the Directors to veduce to 25,000 Rupees the accominodation we had -
litherto been allowed to the extent of 60,000 Rupecs. We would respectfully “submit for the -

consideration of Government whether we could consistently with the credit which our: firm has -

hitherto maintained, consent, as proposed by the Bank Directors, to allow such of our noles as,
may not e taken up at mulurity, lo lie oveiduc ufter being noted, with the understandmg that" no
immediate steps will be taken by -the Bank for their recovexy. - Our eredit would sustain a severe

shock Dy such a proceeding, and we must therefore throw ourselves upon the clemency and gene-
rosity of Government in this howr of need, Itis hsn'd]y necessary to state that of the credit we
had hitherto at the Madras Bank to the extent of sixty thougand Rupees; we availed ourselves

only to the amount of forty-eight thousand Rupees; and that in consequence of the Bank Ace

commodation to us and other Tradesmen being 1'ecently 1estrmted to twenty -five thousand Ru—

- pees, we have been subjected: to the most serious mconvemence and dlfﬁculty 1n takmg up our’

notes above that amount, ' . S -,

" We can only add the assuranee, that thiis act of grace wluch we sohcrt at the handw of.

the Govcmment will subject them to no yisk whatever a8 the proper ieg on’ which an advancc to-:
thie' mount of their actual pm-chqse value is Lequn'ed will at any tim realize . much moves and -
- thé amount of the advance can 1n01e0ve1 be recovered. from the sums. that”may e adjlldoed to be
' paul to us on account c:f our clzum aframst Lhe Estate of the late Nawaub S
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._At wluch tame thc Defend'mt i to pay to the: Plamtlﬂ‘s the s.um of‘ Rﬁpees 5 Ja,
the .unount found due to the 3'11(1 thtnﬁs by the Sﬂ.ld Defendant for Princlpal and Costs. -
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wab, may be made to them from thePubhc Treasury, on their depositing as security the T 1tle Deeds

of those two propertles as well ag those of Turnbull's garden on the south side of the " Adyar, and

of the Fish Market in Triplicane ; the request is made in consequence of the difficulties the
firm as long been under from theit claim on the late Nawaub's Estate having remained so long un-

: settled ; (11fﬁcult1es which have béen much increased ' by & sudden detevmination of the Bank 1o

vestrict very greatly the accommodatlon as hitherto_granted to many of the trading Firms at the

_Presidency.

2. The Government bemg of opmmn that Messrs: Ashton, Richardson and Co. have some
cla.lms to consuleratlon, resolve to transmit their letter and- its enclosures to the - Honorable Com-

- pany’s Solicitor, with a request that he will, at.an early date, report on the validity of the security
~ tendered by the Firm, on the understanding that any advance that may be made shall be re-paid
'_jimmedmtely on Messrs. Ashton, Rlch’u‘dson md Co § claim on the Estate being finally &[lJll‘itLd :

(Sirrned) T PY()ROFT,

Chicf Secrelary.
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