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No. -I—f}/ s From . FORBES, Esq., Member of the Leulslﬁtﬁve Council; to T. PYCROFT,
Bsq ., Chief Secretary to the Grovernment of bort Saint Gemge, dated I‘o:tWﬂlmm,

_ the 19th: Malch 1858,
y S!R, : .
1 have the honor to forward for the informatiou.of Government a copy of a Petmon pre-
sented fo i:he Council this.day by certain creditors of the late Nabob of the Caimatie, .

I did not move that the Pemtmn should be pnnted because 1 conmdered that its terms '
were disrespectful to the Government, and 1 forward it only on account of
that part which represents the inconvenience which parties suffer from the de-
tention of their books and accounts after they have been filed under the pro-

visions  of Act IT of 1859,
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: ’ip the Honorable the Leg1slat1ve Counc1l of Indn. _ _
' The humble Petition of SO0JUN MOOL LAUL'-
HAKEEM, MOTOOMUND KHAN, and
_ -others, creditors of the Lstate of the- late Nabob _
“of the Lamattc. : :

RnsrLcurULLY SIIEWETH. : :
"1, That your Petitioners as ereditors of the Estate of the late Ndbob of the Calnattc have
. yead -with surprise and considerable pain the Report-in the public Newspnpels of the speech of
- the Honorable’ Member for the Madras Presidency -on the, Sth February Jast,” giving reasons for
nsion of. the . standmg ordels and the lmmedmte passmn‘ of Act i1 of' 1859 whmh havc_"

- tlie susper
since become: law. ‘ : : .
.2, That - _your Petttlonms have evmy ]Qﬂuﬂn to helteve that the Honcrable Member Was,

_7 hrough the loeal Govcrnment of‘ Madris mlsmfmmed a3t the matena} facts alleged and the-
Jegitimate mfere ce to. be deduced theref'xom f'or the fallowmg reasons. : : .

.'no appx ehensxon of ev:l uonscquences was then felt or expressed _
STy, Th'lt the mlssmg seals, even, 1f‘ actualiy stolen, were. of such a descriptmn as could not,ﬁ" .
_under any concelvztble cucumstances, be rendered instruinents of forgery or even emp!oyed in any'_‘_:f‘_"

vay.to. suppozt forgery, as they ‘weté never used for pecumsnry “iicknowledgments to private. =
. ) attempted to be nsed, could ithey create any valid pecumary obhgahon or dm- -

teh yof-tl“eia ‘N _
TOSS lgnoraﬂce of facts could cause the -Government of Madras and”onsequen ‘
y_- 0. bdse an; appllcatmn .E'_qr such remed]ul Iegis]atnfe :
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8. . That your Pelitioners are. further gueved and no less. surprised to hear it asserted by the
Honorable Member for Madras that the creditors who were so anxions fo have the Act XXX of
1858, passed speedily, should merely have filed their claims and have allowed upwards of two
months to elapse without taking any proceedings for the purpose of having them investigated and . '
of obtaining payment of their demands.

9. That your Petrtmners now learn for the. ﬁlst time that the speedy passing of the above Act
was consequent on the anxious wish of the creditors, wherens, until the present time, they had -
sirong grounds to believe that an jmpression pervaded the minds of the great majority of the ere-
~ ditors the veverse of what was statéd by the Fonorable Member for Madras and that alterations”

were made in the Bill in Committee and other provisions allowed to stand which caused dlsmay

" among the great body of the c1ed1tons and which alterations they saw for the fivst time after they
had hecome law, . -
10. That your Petitioners ‘still belicve thata referenice to the 1ppllcat10n fm' the spvedy'-
passing of the Act XXX of 1858, alleged to have been made by the great body of- the ereditors
will shew the same o have emanated from a single firm and others connected theremth ; and thab b
your Honorable Gotneil was decewed on this point. o

11, That your Peutmnm% are at a loss to know on what grounds yowr Honorable Conticil
eonld conceive that they would wish for the speedy passing of an Act the provisions of which are :
unprecedently oppressive to the simply honest; while to the pnorel clalmunt, they nmouut to an
absolute denial of Justice, : :

12, That the best answer, your etitioners can mal\.e 8s. to-the corvect appmhenslon of then‘
_ sen.,lments by the: Honovable Member for: Madras is the fact that they and numercus others had. "
“caused to be pr epnrecl an address to the. Secretary of State for India praying for the. digallowance
of the Agt XXX of 1858, and a substltutmn of sound legislation: for the snwme and the signatiu
to. which were only suspeuded o -the recent evidence afforded Dby the speech “of the IIonombl
‘Member for the Madras P;‘esldency that he had, been deceived as to facts bath- bef‘orc the pro
‘mulgatlon of Act XXI& of, 18‘38 and that of At.t II of 18.)9, both of whu.h Aets your I’etttxapm
: humbly concewe are bnsed in. error, - : :

( Th’xt your Honomble Councll Wlll pewelvc that s carefui provmon hns been mado th
y each claxmant: should ﬁle hig clafin and particulars and prqceed to tvial w:thm 7 days afﬂer vefusa
“of a private settlement by the Government Sg)lm!tm‘ 5 and: that consequently each- claimant. mu
ha.ve firat paid the Plammﬁ's costs of' 2 suit-before he can prcsent his claim for ammable ndjus
ment a f'orm of proceduie wluch your I’etl uoners belleve to be unpreccdented ' e
1 _.f: : Your Pehtmners have since. lear ned- wnth f'urther dlsmay than these Courts are nnt to-b
. a]lowed in: any. case where the Govcrnment Sohgltor consenta toa prwate auancrement, and thut
g consequently your Petitioners are saddled WItll"tlle frleater part of the, costs of a suit in a Co

.-,.'_;whem the taged cost_s, 1f not hmhev than m an: Court m the‘_wmld, are cel tamly not: exceede
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he absence of parties to whom there was no means of making any effective communication the
lespatch and reply to a post letter even at the distance of Trichinopoly occupying about seven
lays and Hyderabad and other Provinces where other parties resided double that period.

18. That. your Petitioners cannot close their eyes to the fact that the present Government:
Iolicitor in addition to the other laborious duties of his office is expected to ‘deal with every case
3led and Lias no legal assistance whatever which renders it absolutely impracticable that a Limited
period should be fixed for the final discharge of these claims all documents and witnesses being
now held inuteadiness for hearing and must continue to be so far an indefinite period unless your
Honorable Council afford relief. :

Your Petitoners therefore humbly pray as follows : :

1st.  That your Honorable Council will enquire into the authority for the Madras Govern-
ment informing the Fonorable Member for this Presidency that the body of the creditors wished
for speedy leglalahon and scrutinize the signatures attached to the application.

ond. That your Honorable Council will aslo call for authority on which the mformatmn
was given regarding the fact of the seals being missing and enquire into the actual effect thereof.

3ed,  That all costs hitherto incwred by your Petitioners not adjudged. against them in
Court may be paid by the Government since they were bound to incur them according to the Act
as no individual would venture to conduct his own case in the Supreme Court.

4dh, That the Solicitor of the Government may have at least two Commissicners of legal or
judicial expérience to assist him; and that these Commissioners may . be sent from either of thePre~
aidencies of Bengal or Bombay and be tota]ly unconnected with the local Government.

Bth. That provision may be made for the continuing of the sittings of the Supleme Court
of Machas without respect to the ¢ term”; or such other arrangement made as will ensure your -
Peiitioners a settlement of their claims within six months many of them having ‘filed valuable
books and papers.and having redeemed their documents from mortgage in order to samphfy pro=
ceedings and incurred further obligations for money borrowed for eosts and for which they arg:
puymg mterest varying from 12 to 24 per cent. pex anntm. c <

_ ’l‘hai; as ‘the mode of‘ procedure under the ‘above Acts ‘is not only summary and specml but.'
vu'tnall y compulsmy t.he amount and scale of. costs may be prov:dad for by leglslatmn

Lieh 1\11141;1;'2]?31’809 } . . And your Petztloners as in (lul;y bouncl wdl ever pray. _*':

Seals of Mootamund Khan and the helrs oi' Nammood .
“Dowlaly (claims § and 24 1acs) U B
Hafiz. Mohummud Ashruﬂ :

Wajee Ullah Khan.

'Goumdm Doss, (claim 1 hc)

(Tme Copy )

(S1gned) I—I. FORBD : SRR
Member of' the Legulatwe‘ Councz! _

Onmm ' 'mmmon, No. 23 l: ,_,:dated 9th Aprll 1859T

o Resolved that the enclosures of the above letter be rcf‘crred to !,he Advocate General for hl
remarks on Lhe- subject of' para, 17 Sl e SR

(S:gned) T PYCROI‘T i
: S C}zzef Secreta' '
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