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. Fort Saint George Political Consultation, 24th November 1857,

No. 3. From Surgeon E. G. BALFOUR, Government Agent at Chepauk ; to E. MALTBY,
Esq., Acting Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated 31st Qctober

1857, No. 309, of G. A.

Sir,

I have the honor to submit to the Right Honorable the Governor in Council that the case

of Kawder Bee, is detailed in her Petition®* received with order, No. 2267

* [lerewith returned.  of 1857; and though my describing it will be merely a repetition of the
contents thereof, it is necessary for elucidation to state, as is therein

shown, that after the demise of His Highness the late Nabob, there died one of the Abyssinian
Household Slaves, named Siddi Abdool Hakeem, the husband of this petitioner. His salary
was Rupees seven, and his death occurred on the 12th February 1856. This was 4 months after

His Highness the late Nabob’s demise. ¢

2. Another Household Slave, named Siddi Almas, whose salary had been Rupees 28 per
mensem, had died on the 23d December 1835. This was 2 months after the late Nabob’s demise.

3. A third Household Slave, Siddi Nassub, who had been pensioned on the 1st July 1854,
had died on the 7th August 1855. These two events, having both been, the one 15, and the
other 2 months, prior to the Nabob’s demise.

4. After the demise of the late Nabob, one of the first commands given to the Dewan of the
Durbar was not to fill up vacancies. Notwithstanding this, under instructions from the Dewan, the
Meer Bukshi of the Founj, 6 months after the death of the Nabob issued an order, in consequence -

: Rs. 4. P. of the above casualties,

* 70 Son and Widow of the late Jemadar Siddi Almas... ... 6 0 0
w s and ., w o Siddi Abdgol Hakeem... ... 3 8 0 ©P tf_‘" Sums a3 per
s Widow of the late Siddi Nassub... 1 8 0 wargin,*infact pensions
s were granted by the

Dewan to that extent, and one of the pensions to the Son of a pensioner.

- 5. -The Right Honorable the Governor in Council will observe that, as the Lists in the
.Agency of Sircar Servants, prepared by the Dewan of the Durbar, were dated 18th December,”
1855, the Agency could not have, from those lists, any cognizance of these three Slave’s depend-

) . ants, and, it was only

' ' No. 306. ' ;
To MADAR OOL 00MRAH, Dewan of the Durbar. Nl the presentation of
Sir, . : er petition of the 3d
As your orders were not to entertain any new people tn room of September 1857 that 1
others dying, &c., I beg the favor of your informing me if the enclosed became aware of the
order had your sanction, and, if so, why you considered it necessary to irregularity which the
gwe it.  The case as it now stands seems mothing more than granting N

Densions to several people, one of which people was only kimself a pen- Dewan had committed

in pensioning people on

sioner. :
Government Agent's Office, } (Signed) E. G. BALFOUR, his own authority. I now
22d October 1857. . Government Agent. addressed the letter on

the margin to the Dewan of the Durbar and the reply which he has sent to me is as follows :—
To E. G. BALFOUR, Esq., Government Agent, Chepauk.

SIr,

* In retransmitting the accompanying order of the Head Bukshee that accompanied 3.'our
letter of the 22nd Instant, [ beg to state that agreeably to the orders of Government, I en-
tertained no fresh hands in the room of the Sircar Servants that died, &c., but only in such cases
where there was an actual necessity for my doing so, when there was not a second party in the
Sircar to perform the duties of a deceased Elephant master, groom, puckally, &e., I admit having
‘sanctioned Rupees 11 to some of the families of the deceased Sircar Hubshees, that were slavese
‘which I did only for the time being, as will be obvious from the enclosed order, because [ con-
sidered them to be in a very destitute and distressed condition and that the support of such par-
ties (slaves) was more essential than that of Sircar animals, but concluding from your letter of
the 20th March last regarding male and female slaves, that Government would in future support
_ the families of deceased Hubshees, I withdrew the amount sanctioned by me. It has been cus-
+ tomary with the Sircar to continue the pension to the family of an old deceased pensioned Hub-



Fort Saint George, Politicgl Consultation, 24th November 1857.

s

.

shee, and there are families now enjo'ying the like pensions, vss., that of the late Siddi Bubber
Subadar and Siddi Mukhbool, &c.
Chepauk Palace, - (Signed) |3l a0
} MADAR OOL OOMRAH,

Dewan of the Durbar,

6. I am sorry that the Dewan of the Durbar has done this, but the Right Honorable the
Governor in Council will see that these people have no claims that the Agency can recognize,
nor any which any orders received from the Government of India will permit the counsidera-
tion of. A
7. As the Right Honorable the Governor in Council in the orders on this and in other
petitions has noticed that the Agency gives but brief replies to Petitioners, I would explain that
independant of the order in para: 4 of Extract Minutesjof Consultation, No. 626 of 11th August,
though the investigation of a case takes plenty of time, as this report and the reports to Govern-
ment on other petitions must testify, the num-
Received from Petitioners... ......ouuunn.nn... 2766 bers of petitions to be attended to, permit the
» 1 Government.................... 99 results of the investigation to be given only in
the most concise manner, I may mention that
from the 1st of January to the date of drafting this (22d October) there have been received by
the Agency 2865 petitions, all of which, as has been my wont, I have attended to myself and
though the importance to the individuals of having proper attention paid to their claims, and other
reasons demand this personal care, petitions nevertheless form but a very insignificant part of our
work and to study conciseness in their endorsements, as in other matters, is indispensable,

(Signed) EDWARD BALFOUR,
Government Agent.

24th October 1857.

No. 4. OrpER THEREON, No. 974; dated 18th November 1857,

Government lately received a Petition (No. 2267 of 1857,) from one Kawder Bee, Petitioner
stated that her husband, a servant of the late Nabob, died shortly after His Highness' demise ;
that at his death a moiety of his Pay or Rupees 3} a month was continued to her by the Dewan,
that, owing to the withdrawal of his allowance two months since, she and her only son, a child of
§ years old, were left penniless ; and she prayed that the case might be compassionately considered.

2 Her urzee wasaccompanied by the Agent’s endorsement. This, which isin Dr. Balfour's
own handwriting, was, so far as it is legible, to the following effect. * Claiming support”
¢ Petitioner’s son never served the Nabob, entertained after Nabbo's demise not allowed.”
This endorsement not placing matters in a clear light, Dr. Balfour was requested * to report the
particulars with less succinctness.” The letter above recorded furnishes his reply.

3. It appears now that the Pension of Kawder Bee was stopped, because its grant was un-
authorized. While the salaries of those who were actually Servantsin the Household at the late
Nabob’s death were continued to them, the Dewan was strictly charged to fill up no vacancies
that might occur, and most certainly he was not at liberty to make any Pensionary Allowances.
The Petitioner has no claims whatever upon Government, An order will be passed on her Urzee
to that effect. If however she and her family are utterly and absolutely destitute and have no one
to whom they can look for support she may apply to the Commissioner of Police who will deal
-with her case under the orders of 16th Instant, No. 971.

4. At the close of his letter, Dr. Balfour explains that the Petitions received in his Office
are so numerous that his endorsements are necessarily brief. The Government have no objection
to conciseness ; on the contrary they would applaud it. But clearness must not be sacrificed to
brevity ; or the result will be, as in the present case, delay and further correspondence. Dr.
Balfour should understand, that, as far as possible, every order he passes should explain and de-
fend itself. This may be done, the Government believe, in most cases that come before him, ina
very few sentences. Where from political considerations and the like, it is inexpedient to enter
into the merits of the case by endorsement, the proper course to be taken has already been point-
ed out to the Agent. Vide Extract Minutes Consultation, No. 626, dated 11th August, para: 5.

Exd. J, A, Wilson.
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