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Fort Samt George, Political C‘onmltatzon, 10¢A November 1857.

No. 5. From H. D. PHILLIPS, Esq., Commissioner of Tanjore ; to E. MALTBY, Esq.,
Acting Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated 9th September 1857,
No. 224.

SIR,

Para: 1. I have the honor to submit a report on the Villages and
29tk October 1856. lands possessed by Saith-bava-swamy in this District and now under
: attachment by order of the late Commissioner Mr. Forbes.

2. Saith-bava, a Mahratta Bramin, was the much valued and highly venerated domestic .
Priest of the late Rajahs of Tanjore. He was first appointed to the Priestly Office by Pertaup
Sing, who, as well as his Successor Toljajee, bestowed on the Priest, large grants of land in rent
free tenure. Saith-bava is stated to have died about 80 years ago and to have been succeeded
in his Office by his Son Ramaswamy Bava. The latter was followed by his adopted Son Saith
Ramaswamy Bava, who was the last incumbent and died in 1855 without Male issue ; but leav-
ing 2 Widow named Jaunakee Bhoyee.. The deceased, however, while on his death bed, was
persuaded by the late Rajah Seevajee to adopt his own Nephew The measure was displeasing
to Jaunakee Bhoyee, who desired, it would seem, that the adoption of a member of her own

Family should have been made. This lady appears to have held posses-
29th October 1856.  sion of the lands from the date of her Husband's decease till they were
brought under attachment in October 1856 by order of the late Commis-

1orgpr, Mr. Forbes, addressed to the then Collector Mr. Cherry.

é

Mr. Cherry, which that Officer submitted to Government, throwing the

November 1856. onus of responsibility in the matter on the Commissioner at whose requisi-

tion, he said, he had given orders for the attachment. The Commissioner,

Mr. Forbes, however, on a reference made to him by the Government, fully explained his reasons

for the step he had ordered to be taken, and Saith-bava-swamy’s lands

To Government, 11th have remained, under management since October last up to the present

July 1857, No. 194. time in common with the landed possessions of the Raj already report-
ed on.

PREF g 3. Jaunakee Bhoyee remonstrated against the attachment in a communication directed to
l

4. From the Accounts produced by Jaunakee Bhoyee's
9 Entire Villages.

20 Poguls. Goomastahs, the lands in question are found to consist of 39
10 Hamlets.

3 Pieces of house ground. entire or Pogul Survamanium Villages and Hamlets; 8 detached
16 Shkrotriums.

pieces of house ground and 16 Shrotriums, of whichthe J odie, or quit

rent, is collected by the Saith-bava Family.

5. The lands were mostly given by the reigning Rajahs, but some were acquired by
purchase, They may be said to resolve themselves into two Classes, iz.,

Istly. Personal grants including the purchased lands, for the .support of the Priest and his
Family.

2ndly. Those for the maintenance of Chuttrums founded by Saith-bava-swamy.

6. Their particulars are shown in the subjoined table.
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an annual money payme}\t of Rupees 262-8-0 direc

ment, it seems necessary to refe

. Sheally, whilst no authority is forthcomin

Village in the|Villageassigned
enjoyment of| for the sup-l  Total
the Familyof] port of the °
SaithooBava.l Chuttrums.
Talooks. 2 |8 2 |2d =2 |2d
2a <@l = = -cé < B &
PR R
tEisl o Eeislazaiigl B
e SR Exis £ E
CH -V S_l£e S &S
Trivady...
Kootta{um 3] 1] 4} 0] 0] 0] 3} 1] 4
Myaveram 3t 1] 4 1t ot 1l 4y 1] 5
Sheally . 21 1181 00y 0 21| 3
Munnargood Liarapopore
Puttod gtt h)’ 4) 0} 47 1} 0} 1 é o 3
cotta
Combaconum 14| 1{15]19] 1120/ 33 g 32
Tritorapoondy ... g g g (1) or91 92
0] 11 11 0] 1
Tol..{27| 8|35|22| 1]2s|40] o058

7. Though the Villages were thus originally assigned for distinct objects, the proceeds of
each class of lands have never been kept distinct, all the lands have been under the general
control and management of the family and the revenue derived from them has been applied
indiscriminately to the support of the Chuttrums and the maintenance of the family and other
objects, according to their convenience; bnt this mixture of proceeds seems immaterial, so long

. . ,
as the Charity in the Chuttrums is duly kept up. Of these Charitable Institutions there are two,
both founded by Saith-bava-swamy, one in his own name on the high road to Rameswarum
and the other called the Brindavenum Chuttrum in honor of his Priest Maroosawmy. Besid |
sides
these Choultries there is a far less important one attached to Saith-bava-swamy’s Tomb at

Coottalom, for whi
or which an annual Allowance of 120 Rupees is assigned By the family out of th
e

Revenues of the Survamanium Lands.

y

.

Rs. As P.
To the credit of Saith-bava’s Chuttrum 4,576 1
credit of Saith-bava’s Chuttrum............ . 3 0
To do. Brindavanum do 2645 5
e ateereenaes X 9
T .
o do. Family of Saith-bava............ 16,947 4 3

Fort Saint George, Political Consultation, 10th November 1857.

9. Beside the income of the Brindavanum Choultry thus exhibited, that Institution receives

¢ from the Government Treasury.

10. In connection with the question of the future disposal of lands at present under attach-
r back to the history of the Villages, the nature of the grants un-
der which they are held and the right of the parties now claiming to have them continued. A
Tabular Statement is herewith submitted showing the names of the Villages, the dates and terms
of the grants and the names of the grantors.

11. Tt will be observed from it that out of the 27 personal grants, 24 were made by the

former Rajahs Pertaup Sing and Toljajee; 1 by 2 Sirkele of the former, and 1 by the Subadar of
g in support of the remaining Enam, and that all the

grants are of ancient date and long anterior to the Cession of the Country to the British Go-

vernment. In 8 more cases, the lands were acquired by purchase.
12. Of the Chuttrum Endowments also, 5 were given by Pertaup Sing and Toljajee, 1 by
the British Government in the exchange referred toin the correspondence
29th July 1806. of the marginal date, whilst the remaining one was obtained as a gift frou‘n
the former owners of the land. The alienation of the Shrotrium Jodie is
also shown by the Enam Registers in the Collector's Office to have been made in 12 out of 16
cases by the same Rajahs.
13. The right of succession to the landed property under report is contested on the one
hand by the Widow of the late incumbent, and on the other by his alleged adopted Son. The
late Commissioner Mr. Forbes was of opinion
T Government,6th December 1856, No. 63. that the claim of the former was wholly inad-
missible, inasmuch as whatever lands were given
by the Rajah to Saith-bava-swamy, were given to him as Priest, and that it was to his Successors
in the Priestly Office and not to their Widows, who as females are incapacitated, that the lands
to belong. Mr. Forbes likewise stated that the adopted Son was 18 years old

must be considered

when he was taken into Saith-bava's family and that the adoption was consequently of very
questionable legality. '

14. These opinions must, I apprehend, be deemed to apply only to the personal' or
rather the official Enams of the Priest. With the Chuttrum Endowments, I presume, it will not
be the intention of the Government to interfere so long as the charitable objects of the grants be
fulfilled. In my opinion, therefore, they should be restored to the Managers of the Charity
Institutions who had charge of them when they were attached.

15. The lands acquired by purchase should, T consider, also be relieved from attachment

and now be restored to the Members of the family in whose enjoyment they were prior to the

attachment.
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16. In regard to the other lands, I find it difficult to adopt the view taken by the late

Commissioner Mr. Forbes. They were, it is true, usually entered in the Statements and Accounts
of the late Rajah's Mocassa and other holdings, which since the Treaty of 1799, have, from time
to time, been laid before the Collectors of Tanjore ; but I see no reason to doubt the fact of their
having been as much bond fide grants to Saith-bava-swamy as any made to other individuals that
have come under my observation. The circumstance of the domestic Priest being notoriously
on terms of the most friendly intimacy with the Rajah and much esteemed and beloved by him
may partly explain their inclusion in the Rajah's Statements ; but whether or not, nothing shows
that the proceeds of the lands were not enjoyed by the Priest. The date of the grants made to

him are anterior to that which in the Regula-

Section 11, Regulation XX X1 of 1802. tion marginally noted is declared to stamp the

' validity of an alienation and there are no con-
ditions to be traced which tend to show that the lands so long in his uninterrupted enjoyment
were bestowed on Saith-bava-swamy as a Donation for the performance by him of any Priestly of
other domestic duty. During the period of his possession of them, he has, at his discretion, given
away and sold parts of lands which he had obtained from the 'Rajahs and very many of the Enams
of persons now enjoying them as such, are derived from him. Under all the circumstances there-
fore, I am of opinion that the possession of Jaunakee Ammal, the Widow of the last incumbent,
should not be disturbed, but that an intimation be conveyed to her that under the operation of the
rules now in force respecting rent free lands, the Government will bring under consideration the
propriety of exercising, and in all probability will exercise their right to resume the lands of her

deceased husband whenever her demise shall occur, as an escheat.

17 As respects the alleged adoption of a Son by Jaunakee Ammal's husband and the

claim which is founded on it by the young man in whose favor the ceremony was perfofmed,
I consider that the Government have no immediate concern. They are not bound to recognize
him as the rightful occupant of the Enams, even if, by a Suit in a competent Court, he should
prove the alleged adoption to be valid in Hindoo Law ; besides which, without the consent of the
Government given under Regulation IV of 1831, he cannot be admitted to sue his adoptive
Mother for any part of the lands. In the absence of a Successor to the late Rajah, he has no
Priestly duties to perform and if he can establish his adoption, he may fairly look to Jaunakee

Ammal for such portion of the large income she will derive from the Enams as will suffice for his

maintenance.

(Signed) H. D. PHILLIPS,

+

Commissioner.

TS
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A Tabular Statement of Saithoobavasawmy's Enams in the District of Tanjore.
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A Tabular Statement of Saithoobavasawmy’s Enams in the District of Tanjore.— Continued
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S o, 39 fSouv=g50gBES 50,8 “«* 20 £8nl O .. Acti Collector reported the defian
SEsT28HEEN27 23855 SE s eS8z 9853 3 , Commissioner to the Acting Co . to
g‘g f 2.7 = % SiEe e *;jj:’ E £ §Fg i -§ 8 % ‘—; 28z a é‘ g §.. S j Frg;vernment 6th De- Manager of a portion of these particular Lands, when h'cal'i‘e‘(til UPO':md
S 2 =3 [=R=p =i ) o o= < E o] Qa-—-wa's S [ 4 s .. d l'Odllce is Titles ;
[ 2 0 PESnozdtso SO 235 0F20278 SnEEE&e before the Commissioner to prove and p
&= o = Lo v S mo ~= g hﬂumso o] ber 1856. appear. elore ! ) -
] i = G EE % 88 :?:.E.S F2=E55985 CEE=S ‘Sé it | A e : the letter from the Commissioner explained thatfa}:en]g(:ary at::cll:e
& \ : ) . . ed property of the ] Was
; i t ~ Tt e\ ~ — Q ment was imperatively required, if the real stafus of the landed property
[
G | 5 g b T ly k n 1
°3 b E S correctly known. ) L ¢ the time.
g % . ; oing communications a ]
g ‘g‘ !2 S g é':-g = 3. No orders were passed on the subject of t.:he two fort‘ag g ioner's letter, indeed, the
ECD '§ f ® é? g Shortly after the receipt of the Commissioner’s . ’ hee Bhovee
“3 = Z & a . juncti f the Supreme Court in the matter of Kamatchee hoyee,
= = = < Estract Minutes Con- Injunction ;3 Indi p( ny was granted, and orders were issued
= . t India Compa s .
3 ltation,No. 12,dated versus the Eas o . e
© g | ] g o , ’ vernment that there should be no further interference with th
- 5 z 20th January 1857. by Go ini Iready under attachment.
£ B 2] g R k= Lands in dispute, beyond retaining those already u
38 5 ° . ubi f the present Report
z 2 % % 4. Tt would appear, however, that the Lands which form 'lt};e :)J:_’Je"td‘:e Inj{:nction issse 4
" iissioner (of course temporarily) before
had been resumed by the Commissio - Doi been completed, and
£ o The enquiry into their tenures, their extent and other such points, has now P )
3 .
< E ! : j vaits the decision of Government. S
s 2 © § - g ! the sgbje'clt‘:ha: original “ Saith Bhava Swamy” who departed this life eighty years ago], was fthle
) = . _
£ 8 - - ) . . . : Singh, who, (and his example was fo
s 8 : of Rajah Pertaup Singh, s ]
5 friend and spiritual instructor h . .
2 5 valued ; P iah Toliagee) was pleased to endow the Brahmin very richly in ]a“fi H
s 3 lowed by his successor, Rajah 104ag . 1 f the Estate. At the demise of * Saith
. S .
as, } > E these donations in fact make up the greater portion 0 b ;1"' Son  Ramsawmy Bhava,” who,
g% E £ e 5 Bhava” he was succeeded in his Office and possessions by his 50 « Saith Bhava" The
E 25 5 g n ' in, was succeeded by hkis adopted Son  Sait ava.”
g9 [ s Z 2 again, before last. He was without
. . » 3 ore las g
g 22 | = S Vide Mr, Forbes' letter, second * Saith Bhav: d;ed hth; ge"_" ?d to have adopted a young
E* ! A n ale i and on his death bed is sai .
i — N dated 6©th December male issue N ] issatisfaction to
: . ST — =1 s 1856. Nephew or Brother's Son, a selection which gave g‘i‘:“ﬁlsf,i “one of the
; 5 ':‘g ol s < S ~ © o W B - ~ his Wife who had hopes that his choice would alig
2z = | |'8 3 $§3 8 3 3 & 8 & = & § ' members of her own family. husband and wife, rests ab-
8B4 = == = : : : he Hi he right of adoption as between husband an . Tes
= : —— T T R : e Hindoo Law the rig p .
[=1y) -0 - g N : - . . . : . . 6- By t h f the aao tive FatheY, the
~&| 3 ) s & — . : : : : lutely in the former, and at the death o P
- X o = n T B : : : . : : solutely in e s : ) d
o] S = o : : P : : : clusion of the widow.
Eﬁ B § ° 2 : Dol oo P : Strange, Vol. 1. Page adopted Son succeeds at once as heir :o thec::uin o e
28 7 Do P I : i he first importance to ascerts
<3 & 7 T : : : : : : : 79, & It is therefore of the
g™ — 3 : . . T nt learn
E o - ’ T : : : : : : : 9§ adoption was made by the deceased priest, and t.he Goven‘mll'e :
23 = j — T F : - . ' ber 1855 v as written on imperfect information,
g g T - — — — ; from Mr. H. Forbes, that his letter of 6th December ' bt three and a half years
.'E ° 2 ; o P : Lo : it appearing that a Son was adopted by deceased, not on his deatl'ldbed, u(; {hat the adopted Sam
- | R R T : . ‘ : hen Mr. Bishop was Resident, and tha )
5 “ A R T : before his death on 11th April 1851, whe . ’ ity, the Rajah expending
= e &> P R Do . was inducted into the priestly Office by oth‘er Gooroos \f'lt'h du.e f;;:::;(l)r): eaies tJe 2 to enquire
SES S g (® S I : . a large sum on the Ceremonies of the occasion. Mr. Phillips is
= o>k I - Do : 10 ; N nts
— T T ; : o= into and report upon these points. . dbv the deceased
SS A mhme kg R = ) g o Bg SN P he details given by Mr. Phillips, it appears, that the grants held by
= E23 i BT TF g CRR BEE g3 7. From the detalls g i 1ly, into two Classes.
< 3 = S3so_ 3 E:Z E§ g ‘g-z_ 3 5 83 E § and now under attachment may be divided, generally, Land hased by the « Saith Bhava”
<-cs22zgE 9 w0 & 5 &8 B} . . . in Lands purchase
2 H o & E::E SESEg5% g“’g 58 'g'g.?'; H ELE ‘E: & (A) Personal Grants, in which are included certat p
g2 i Tt EwesEESERS8285 8 52 @ =3 9 famil _
- | S Qe == &O & w3z 3 w2 amily. ) £ Chuttrums constructed by the family.
4 i £ —- @ m = g ©~ o 3 B.) Grants from the maintenance of Ciu . ,
! 2 &8 Y T+ SR - B '~ B ] o o (B.) ra . iz., 27 Grants and 8 purchased properties. In the
230 sy ] - oom - i In the first Class there are 35 holdings, : e rchased holding. Total 58 properties, of
ayy jo amen ) 811000010 § { second there are 23 only, viz., 22 Grants and one pu

which 49 have been granted to the family and 9 purchased by them.



Fort Saing George, Political Consultation, 10} ﬁ?iajzfi 1857, _'

Out of these 58 Properties, 39 are either entire Villages or Hamlets, or portions of the same
(Pogul). Three (3) consist merely of « House Grounds,” and in the remaining 16 czfses. the so.]e
Property consists in the right to levy and appropriate the Jodie, or Quit Rent, paid by ce.rtam
S/trotricmdar:, or owners of Villages, free from the payment of the share of the Sirkar, but liable
to that of Jodje or favourable annyaj fine.

8. The annuil valye of the whole, deducting the receipts of the Mohturpha Tax ang Covil

_Fees which €0 to Government, was at the last J ummabundy, Rupees 24,189-7-0 as under :

From Lands assigned for the maintenance of the Chuttrums, Rupees 7,222.9.9,

Nos. 3, 56 and 57, . the Government find that of the 58 holdings all, but three, (the like
- " antiquity of which may fairly be Presumed) are shown to b acquisitiong
of very ancient date. he Title Deeds of some of them go back upwards of one hundreq years,

- .+ while"those of the rest, and the actyal Possession of all, date back o 5
Section 17, of Regula- period anterior to the Cession of the province to the Honorable Copy.
tion XXXI. of 1802. papy, which, for purposes of the pregent kind, is calculateq to have
- taken place on the 12th of July, A, D, 1792,
10. Adverting to the question of the fina] dispcsal of thege Enams, the Cbmmissioner re-

éommends that ‘the Lapgs dévoted to the Chuttrums, ang those purchaseq at any time by the
* Saith Bhaya” family be at once made over without limitation, the first to the Wardens of the

right over them, alienating portions of them by sale or gift at pleasyre, But on the other hand jf,
as represented by Mr. F orbes, thege Lands were under the Management of the Servant oy Agent
who had charge of the Rajah’s Estates, and their income wag handed over ¢, the parties holding the

. 13. " To this course there is the following objection, According

Board of Revenue, (jp. to the general ryjes regarding succession to Enams, persong] Grants
cular Order, dated 218t in Tanjore, of 4 date anterioy ¢, the year 1792, known to have beer,
July 1848, in the family of the original Dopee at the Passing of Regulation

matter of course to the next heir. Now there is one who clajms that appellation, viz., the alleced
adopted Son of the late Sawmy, ang the Government await the informatjon called for jn Paras: 6

Exd. J. A, Wilson.
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