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PoriticaL DEPARTMENT.
No. 861.
From
E. MALTBY, Esq.,
Acting Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George;

To
Tug SECRETARY To THE GOVERNMENT oF INDIA.

Foreign Department,

SIg, .

This Government have received a letter from the Secret Committee of the Honorable Court
of Directors, dated 22nd July last, enclosing the draft of a convention between the British aud
French Government, for an exchange of territory in India. The basis of this proposed treaty is
that the I'rench are to cede all their possessions except Pondicherry and Karical, receiving an
addition of territory in the neighbourhood of the former settlement. '

2. Be:fore, however, the exchange was finally agreed upon, the Honorable Court wished to
have the opinioa of the Governor General of India in Couneil, and this Government has been
instructed to take the question into immediate consideration, and communicate to Calcutta any
observations which they may wish to offer.

3. Asrespects the general merits of the question the Right Honorable the Governor in
Council is of opinion, that the arrangement now proposed will be advantageous to both Govern-
ments, aud is worthy of being adopted on its details being satistactorily settled. It does not ;
advance the French boundaries round Pondicherry beyond their present salicnt points, so-thut ;
tie communication between Madras and our Southern Provinces will be as free as before, and
atthough the Frenei territory at Pondicherry will become more compact and valuable, it will
siill be oo small to have weight or importance. It is, however, observed that the Southern
boundary proposed for the French territory is to run along the mid channel of the River Pouneir
from the Villige of Cainnarayebontonz apparently to the sea. This river is close to our town
and port of Cuddalore, and Government are of opinion that it is advisable for us to retain com-
mand of it by fixing its Northern bank for the French boundary, and making a stipulation against
any hydraulic or other works being constructed on it without our consent.

. The main point, therefore, which seems to await consideration is, whether we shall re-
ceive an equivaient in value for that which we are to surrender. To assist the Government of
India in forming a judgment on this point, 1 am instructed to enclose a statement showing the
English Villages which will be ade over to the Irench Government under the proposed con-
vention, together with their culturable area, revenues, and population. This Gevernment has no
reliable information of the value of the territory and buildings which we are to receive in ex-.
change, but these details will doubtless be obtained, and undergo due scrutiny before the
agreement Is finally made.

5. Government are led to believe that the inhabitants of the Villages to be made over to
Pondicherry will acquiesce in the arrangement without murmur, even when the change of Go-
vernment is not entirely agreeable to them. But many will like the arrangement, having lands
and relations in those French Villages which are intermixed with ours. It js observed that
article three o‘t'v_;hc proposed couvention protects all existing private rights, and the project of an
exchange, to remedy the inconveniences of an ill defined frontier, is no new idea, having been
discussed in 1816, and again during the Government of Sir F. Adam, or about 18335, and in 1854.

6. The Map which accompained the Honorable Court’s despatch is not found to be quite
correct, so that care will be necessary in fixing the frontier line if the proposed convention is
carried out.

Fort Saint GEORGE, I have the honor to be,
8tk October 1857,
Sir,

Your most obedient servant

Acting Chief Secretary.
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