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~ as to the real purport of what they signed and you will oblige me by informing His Lordshi

PoriricaL DEPARTMENT.
No. 683.

Extract from the Minutes of Consultation, under date the 27th August 1857.

* From Lieutenant McNEILL, 15th Regiment M. N. L; to Captain HAY, Military

Secretary. . .

My dear Sir, |
lately disbanded at Tanjore had volunteered their services .

Having heard that the Sepoys,
I availed myself of the opportunity offered of

for employment in Bengal-against the mutineers,
talking to some of them who passed while I was inspecting a bridge in the immediate vicinity of
Tanjore ; and entering into conversation walked with them to the Fort. After some preliminary
talk I asked if they were ready to go at once to Bengal to fight for the Sircar? They looked at
me in uttes amazement. 1 referred to their voluntary offer to serve whigh they had just made
to the Government. They professed total ignorance of any such offer, but said they lately had
petitioned the Sircar to “give thém back their rice” which E.need heardly tell you means simply
“to restere their former. means of '1iving. After much further talk with them it was impossible
but to perceive that they knew nothing of ax:y Volunteer on their part to serve thé Government
in Bengal or clsewhere, but that they did think they had petitioned for the gestoration of the
old state of things in Tanjore. Before parting I asked them “‘but will you go to Bengal and
fight for the Sircar™ to which their spokesman merely replied “we do not eat the Sircar’s salt”
the tone and mannr implying decided negation,

In fact they totally ignored having volunteered their services and expressed a decided
opposition to moving from their native place, their hopes and wishes extending only to the res-

toration of the Native Raj, and their own re-employment under it. U?der existing circumstances

I think it my duty to acquaint the Governor of the ignorance in which these Sepoys were kept
pof -

the conversation I had with them.
I am, dear Sir,

22nd August 1857. . Yours faithfully, .
(Signed) D. A. McNEILL, Lieut.,
15tk Regiment M., N. I,

The Right Honorable the Governor having received a letter from Lieut. McNEILL, of
the 15th M. N. L, lately Executive Engineer in Tanjore, communicating the substance ofa con-

—ssrsation which he had with some of the disbanded Sepoys of the late Rajah on the subject of their

having volunteered their services for emiployment in Bengal, the Government resolve to forwarda
copy of that communication to the Commissioner of Tanjore for any remarks he may have to make
on the general subject with reference to his letter of the 6th Instant No. 205.

(True Extract and Copy.)

Acting Chief Secretary.

»
‘To the Commissioner of Tanjore.
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