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Fort Saint George, Political Consultation, 21st July 1857,

4

No. 18. Read the following Minutes.

Minute by the Right Honorable the President.

When offering some remarks in support of the views of Lieut. General Sir P. Grant, on the
state of the Madras Army, I mentioned, that I had possessed the opportunity of ascertaining that
the Regiments stationed at Madras were overworked to a degree almost past endurance.

This garrison never contains more than two Native Corps, and there is not the slightest pro-
bability of the Army being able to afford a larger number.

One of the two Regiments has generally returned from Foreign Service, is probably weak in
numbers, and is at once diminished by men going on Furlough.

The other is generally destined for Foreign Service in a short time, and instead of being pre-

pared for such service by easy duty, the Sepoys have to start, with their strength and constitu-
tions weakened by the severe work of the Presidency duties.

Those duties cannot be diminished with due regard to the Public Service, in fact they have
been laid down much more in accordance with the easy and careless state ;)f unpre aerne 5
which has hitherto been allowed to exist here, as well as throughout the country thanpwi}t)h ro S%
consideration for the safety of a capital town containing a large population ar:d a considzrall;f:

amount of valuable property.

With a view then both to the efficiency of the Regiments in garrison, and to the safety of
the Town, I consider it necessary that there should be an additional force to which the Governn{ ot
en

may lock for permanent assistance.

1 have been informed by those of greater experience, that such a Corps could easily be formed
in the shape of a Militia, composed of the class forming the majority of the Madras Sagpers :me ,
of men connected and likely to sympathize in no way either with Mussulmen or Hindoos T

I would strongly recommend that immediate steps should be taken for this purpose in th
Military Department. ¢
15tk July 1857. (Signed) HARRIS.

No. 19. Minute by the Honorable W. ELLIOT, Ese.

The proposition of the Right Honorable the President to provide more adequately for the
protection of the Town and for the Military requirements of the garrison appears to me to be
highly deserving of attention.

Although I have not the means of knowing the wants of the garrison which his Lordship as
Commander-in-Chief of Fort St. George possesses, I am still so far acquainted with the sevfrit
of the duty imposed on the Sepoys generally, that I have hitherto refrained for applying for thy
Honorary Guard to which I am entitled as a Membex of the Government. © ‘

I have no hesitation in saying that in the event of any serious and general disturbance of th
peace, the Military means available are wholly inadequate to the protection of the Inhabit t c
scattered, as they are, over a large area, the various parts of which are at long distances et
other. g ces from each

I consider hl? Lordship's suggestion to form a Local Corps from the class of men from which th
Sappers are recruited to be a peculiarly happy one.  They constitute the bulk of the hard worki )
and laborious class of the community. They are a stalwart and bold race. But as m rking
turally be the case with such a class, among them are also found the poorest and most need ust na-
bers of the population, the men who, in a time of disorder, would be foremost in turnin thy mem-
sion to good account by acts of plunder and spoliation. g the occa-

A strong body of well selected men from this class, under regular discipline and organizat;
would, I consider, prove & Very efficient Military body, and one likely to afford the moft elﬂ:clt('m‘
support to the cause of order and tranquillity. tve

The plan has my cordial support.
16th July 1857. (Signed) WALTER ELLIOT.



Fort Saint George, Political Consultation, 21s¢ July 1857,

No. 20. OnDER ThEREON, No. 557; dated 17th August 1857,

Ordered that the foregoing Minutes be communicated
immediate steps being taken for the formation of a Corp:
described, for the protection of the Town and for the Mi
Saint George.

to the Military Department, in view to
s of Militia from the class of men therein
litary requirements of the garrison of Fort -

Exd. H. Morgan.
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