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No. 40. From H. D. PHILLIPS, Ese., Acting Collector of Tanjore ; to E. MALTBY, Ese.,
Acting Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated Kodycara, 27th June
1857, No. 702.

SIR,

In compliance with an application made to me at Negapatam on the 23rd Instant, by Venca-
tasawmy Raja, adopted son of Lutchmydavee Ummal, widow of Gallibillysawmy Raja, Uncle to
the late King Mootoosawmy, Raja of Kandy ; I have the honor to forward, for transmission to
the Ceylon Government, a Memorial and Enclosures, of which the object is the procural for. the
Memorialist of the Pension enjoyed by his deceased adoptive Mother.

2. The Memorial is, in fact, an appeal against the rejection in this Office of the Memori-
alist's claim to that Pension. It does not appear to require notice from me, I have acted on what
the Records show; but, adverting to the fallen condition of the Candian Pensioners and to the
difficulties which they undoubtedly experience at the present time, in providing for their increas-
ies and the number of their dependents and retainers, it will afford me sincere pleasure to

ing fami)
t the Government of Ceylon have resolved to grant to the Memorialist what I could not

learn tha
justifiably have taken on myself to recommend.

(Signed) H. D. PHILLIPS,
Acting Collector.

From S. VENKATASAWMY, RAJAH; to C. N. POCHIN, Esq., Head Assistant Collector and
Magistrate, Negapatam, dated 5th April 1857.

Sig.

In submitting a Copy of my last Will to be forwarded by you to the Collector and through that
Gentleman to the Ceylon Government, most respectfally solicit the favour of your kind recommenda-
tion with it as 1 sincerely hope that yourself, the Collector and the Ceylon Government will
take into consideration that my late Husband forfeited his life in active service while defending
his Nephew the late King Mootoosawmy Rajah and the British Government from their enemies,
the Usurper King of Candy and his Followers. Leaving behind me as I will have to leave such a
number of poor relatives and dependants and who with myself through the chances of War been
percft of all our propérty, I do not believe that the Ceylon Government will be so ungenerous as to

/ withhold from my aodpted son the small sum of 87 Rupees and 8 annas at present enjoyed by

“qne when it is considered that all our property and rights and immunities are now enjoyed by them
and the favour sought for is one which has been granted to several members of my families as
allies and also to our very enemies the Usurper's family.

‘When I adopted Venketasawmy Rajah on the 6th of December 1846, according to custom [
daily informed the then Acting Collector, J. Cotton, Esquire, and J. T. Bishop, Esquire, instituted
an enquiry, then the Taseldar if the adoption had been performed according to our ancient

. usages and customs, when a deposition was sent with that Gentlemen by the Taseldar as I them
{ made a simple request that same might be entered into the Diary. I have reason to believe that
¢ a record to that effect will be found.

n concluson, I beg that a sufficient sum of mone ited i: , -
for me funeral expencesg ats iwir(;ledcasc;rdinc to the rin‘;eofi‘e:)a(zit(i;lel‘:bge fTaTeldar ® Treasury
King. ° r of the family of late

(Signed) LATCHMEEDAVY AMMAL
Wife of Late GALEBELESASMY,

Rajah of Candy.

To H: FORBES, Esq., Collector and Magistrate of Tanjore, Tranquebar.

The humble Memorial of Venk ; Raj

MosT RESPECTFULLY SHEWETII, Frkasswmy; Rajgh of Kandy.
.That in .consgquence of the endorsement made by your honor on the

morialist again takes the liberty of addressing your honor in ho

afforded, your honor will be graciously pleased to reconsider kL

26th Ultimo, the Me.-

pes that after the explanation now
18 case.
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WMWA,_
Ist. i i
st s{; g ]’:‘t};a: (;:p}t)u;s;;n:: to the circular proclamation of the Circar under date
\ ed Mother complied with the orders of
t lop! \ . of the Government i i
l;?az;ul: 1:/)1:1;?1:121}112 w';nch adoption she requested might be inserted eir:l a&im:}r?edlately adop-
WhiCh, th}; " ?;nctioen ar:;se(:ll.((llar]:’of Ih(eevalore was instructed to ascertain the truth :f!'l thCOI;ector’s
' said id, by the enquiries he instituted from the M © & option
::v;s; :.ind f;)ndll?gb the same legal, he reported the same to the Colloctor, ::10}1;1:;8 and our r.ela-
some ¢ me bac 3’ the Collector from Ceylon Government to the effect, that he Zl‘ lwas lec-eWed
fore & rec(;nlr\x{men ing any of the Kandian People for Pension, which the then C l(;u . n(?t inter-
y adopted Mother through the Taseldar of Keevalore, so that my late adopted Mooth:t}?rdmformed
ad no other

motive when she apprized the Collector i
motive ) of my adoption, tk i i i
in his Diary for future proof if necessary. ¥ acoption, than By getiing @ simple insertion_of jt

the 16th March

‘ 2nd. On the 4th December 1854, your h
him u;) a;f)‘prized us that we could hold I’lg comm?x?x?iaﬁlc')?lt ewti(t)httl‘:li %e:ylfnuit}oors nager desiring
same be forwa DS
same b gettingr(tlﬁg tHhx;ZL(lng 3;::; h:x(:}or],l my adopted Mother knowing this when sick took’ th};c::cg:i
Will, wherein she desires your I\’IIlem:riael(i::: ::zti :: :%:ﬁ:: - f)tfht'his p<llace 12 oty to her st
. e ce with it, and pra i
r(r}x;%ll:; :; ttx;a::zir;(lln :; (rine, to ;jllable me to act accordingly, and req,uestetll) t-'})']‘id tHhit‘ta.clll ex:‘\}::?stlon
for youn Homore Pel.usalyor}l‘;l ‘e]‘r;'llolra'llst to your Honor"s notice, a Copy of which is now enc]so::(;
coaeting to ot e ;e ue:t thl s1Imply states, that with event of my succeeding to her pension
zecording to ber Servaits 1 ’ , hat should act up to the premises, and that all the allowa;nc s
she made . nd other %\I.embers of the family might be continued by me afl )
eath, t e same as if she had been living. It is not the intention of the Will tl oer ter
should split the Pension, but that the Division should be made by me wh Ilat th(? o vermment
?I?:uw(})lulg tEhere b.e any lil.(elihood of others or even of herBrothers' or Sistersegon'zez(::?d t}'l o
gh their pension are inadequate to their wants, and it was simply to assist them tl e g
request to me; as for the Servants they are mine as well as hers, which was the e:z:sz;t sShle madfla
he made

a provision for them in order to serve me and
) not that they have i
as pointed out by your Honor. y any claim on the State orPension

3rd. In your honor’s endorsement
. your honor states that I request your ho
nor to establi
the will, and that your honor cannot recommend it to the favorable noticeyof the Czrl(‘o eC:tathh
gxent, y(()lur Memorlall'st has no such object in view but as he has been entirely brou }ilt)r:x l;)vem-
Secease lady from his youth he has no other means of support for himself, his larf{e fafn'l ) e
thertv:nt;,1 as well as any other means of liquidating the debts of his late adopted Mother or tlhy (f ‘;)d
! at he has now incurred .for her funeral expenses, and these imperative demands cannot be ot
y fny receiving the Pension. .Your Memorialist therefore throws himself entirely on et out
no: :) mercy ‘for a sull))portffor himself and family, and your honor's favorable recomr);endafi(())ur h'(;;
not be wanting to obtain for me the funeral s as gr oy
e expenses as granted to the other Members of the Royal
4th. In conclusion, your Memorialist b joi i
. ‘ ) egs to subjoin a list of the persons imi
situa'ed as himself, but have been so fortunate as to obtain Pensions of tﬁeir ar:;o§::ag E;:e SlTllal‘ly
arents.
o . NEGAPATAM.
omarasawmy Rajah, adopted son of the late Queen Alam
G . . aloo Ammal, receive i
His Highness SoobrialRajah, adopted son of the late queenVengdasammaul, recei 's hﬁl‘ Pefmfm,
and one thousand Rupees funeral expenses. ’ g her Pension
Socth TANJORE.
oobbanaranundrasawmy, adopted son of the 2nd Queen of Veekrasawmy Rajah, receives h
’ €s her

Pension, and also he received through y
’ gh your hon i
funeral expenses. or’s recommendation a sum of 1500 Rupees for her

Dorasawmy Naick, adopted son of Kond i i i i
f)thers in diﬁ'e?'ent Zillahs who have been ado;;iilw:ieiljealt(};]:irr:;:)vtii }I]’l:relr):n'si?n %nd revere
instance of this has. occurre.d in this month at Vellore, namely ; the ado tsd o o g on
Queen of: the late Vlckm.masmga Rajah has through the recommendation of tl}:eeB 'son 'Of the ‘4th
her Pension. The Pensions allowed are so small that none of the Members of' tﬁga(}l{er l;;'cew;d
andian fa-

mily are able to assist each other and conseque
juently must all d '
and favour for our needful support. ! epend upon your honor's Generosity

i adoption would give Pe

" that the adoption is supporte
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And your honor’s humble Petitioner as in duty Bound.
NEGAPATAM, Signed) S. VENKETASAWMY Rajah.
5th May 1856 (Signed) aja

When Lutchmadavy Ummal adopted Petitioner, che was informed by the Collector that the

titioner no claim to her pension.

¢ claim solely on his adoption.

Petitioner rests his presen ' N
alter the descision he communicated to Petitioner on the 26th

The Collector is unable to
Uiime- (Signed) H.FORBES, Cllector.

From S. VENKATASAWMY Rajah; to H. D. PHILLIPS, Esa., Collector of Tanjore, dated

29th January 1857. The Humble Petition of Venkatasawmy, Rajah, of
Negapatam, Grandson of Prince, Mootoosaw-
my, and adopted Son of Lutchumedavee Ammal,
Widow of Galibilysawmy, Rajah, Uncle of
Prince Mootoosawmy of Candy.
Most RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH,
That your Petitioner was adopted by the said Luchumee Ammal, with reference to verbal
her late husband, that he has been under her protection ever since his
birth, that he has on her death performed her Fuueral Ceremony as her rightful heir out of Funds
borrowed from Merchants of Nagapatam, and has been protecting all the Members of her family
jyust as she has been doing. One Chinien Coopen, one of her Servants, actuated with fraudulent
motives, refused to render service as usual ; he was consequently dismissed from employment by
Petitioner, thereupon he set up one Chinnasawmy, who was employed in Sevagunga, Zamindary
the deceased Luchumeedavee Ammal, in question ; and began to claim her Pension, in
your predecessor for enquiry to the Tasildar of Keeval-
loor who I understand bas accordingly instituted an enquiry and reported to you the truth of the
case on the 10th Instant, viz., that Chinnasawmy's claims are false, and preferred altogther by
fraudulent motives ; and that your Petitioner is the rightful adopted Son of the deceased Lady, and
d by the will left by her attested by respectable witnesses, among
whom is Mr. Pochin, Lsq., the then head Assistant Collector of Tanjore ; is established by evidence
given by many of the respectable inhabitants of Nagapatam, under these circumstances, Petitioner
<oclits that a recommendation may be made to the Government of Ceylon, for the transfer in his
name of the Pension of 45 Pagodas which is adopted Mother had been enjoying ; and that the
sum of 1000 Rupees may be given him for the expenses incurred on account of Funeral Cere-
mony of the deceased. To this effect a recommendati?n has been submitted to your Office by the
Manager of Sea Customs soon after the death of Petitioner’s adopted Mother. Petitioner and other
relatives of Candian Princes stationed in different localities in India are dependant on the Govern-
ment of Ceylon for their support, and he may be supposed therefore, to have a right of referring
his claims direct to that Government but he is prevented from doing so, by an order issued lately
by the then Collector, Mr. Forbes, sq., notifying that such claims must be brought to the notice
of Ceylon Government through the medium of the Colector of Tanjore. Petitioner is therefore,
obliged to trouble you for a just and impartial consideration of his right. In support of his claims,
he states that his adoption is valid according to usage and dictates of Hindoo Law, and he is capa-
ble of citing various instances in which adoption made by Candian Princes and their relatives, has
been recognized and parties made to succeed to the property and Pensions of their adopted parents,
and due allowance made for expenses on account of the Funeral Ceremonies, &c. The Candian
Princes and their relatives stationed in different places in India, consist of two classes, viz., those
connected with Prince Mootoosawmy, an Ally of the British Government, and those connected
with Veeramasimma Rajah, an enemy of the British Government. Your Petitioner is one the
former class, being Grand-Son of Prince Mootoosawmy, and adopted Son of Lutchumeedavee,
Ammal, Widow of Galabilysawmy, Rajah, Uncle df Prince Mootoosawmy. The indulgence of the
description which your Petit'oner seek was allowed to Soobah Narandrasawmy, adopted Son of the
Widow of Veeramasimuma Kajah referred to. While it is extended to a Member of the family of the
enemy of the British Government, your Petitioner trusts that it will not be refused to your Peti-
tioner, who is the rightful descendant of the family of Prince Mootoosawmy their Ally. The par-
ticulars of Prince Mootoosawmy and his family, would be eclearly known to you by a perusal of
the copy of a Treaty and other correspondence herein enclosed.

instructions given her by

as heir of
his name. The question was referred by
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Under these circumstances, therefore, your Petitioner solicits that his case ma
referred to the Government of Ceylon, and he may be favored with the Pension whi
Mother had been enjoying, and that the sum of 1,000 Rupees may be allowed hj

the expenditure incurred by him in the celebration of Funeral rites in honor
adopted Mother alluded to.

TANJORE,

26th January 1857. (Signed) S. VENKETASAWMY Rajah.

ResecTeD —The Petitioner has twice been informed by the late Collector,

his claim could not be recognized ; and in that view I entirely concur. If Petition

he should appeal to the Government, laying before them the addresses which h
jection of his request by the Local Authorities.

A

y be formally
ch his adopted
m on account of
of his deceased

Mr. Forbes, that
er is not satisfied,
ave led to the re-

(Signed) H. D. PHILLIPS,
Acting Collector.
From S. VENK ETASAWMY Bajal{; to his Excellency, Sir H. G. WARD, k. 6. ¢.,Mm. @
Governor, Commander in Chief and the Vice Admiral of Ceylon. S
The Humble Memorial of Venketasawmy Rajah, Adopted Son of Lutchmy D. Ammal, Widow
of Gallebilly Sawmy Rajah, Uncle to the late King Mootoosawmy, Rajah of Kandy.
Most RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH,

That your Excellency’s humble Memorialist’s adopted mother expired on the Ist February
1856, after having executed a Will on the 13th December 1855, in the presence of C. N. Pochin,
Esq., Head assistant Collector and Magistrate of Tanjore. All the Nobles of her family, respectable
Merchants and other subordinate functionaries as your Excellency’s Memorialist's fa
large, and the funeral expenses of his late adopted mother unpaid, their sufferings a

ible.

Your Humble Memorialist therefore begs that his unfortunate case may be taken into your
Excellency’s kind consideration, and like all other adopted cases, his said adopted Mother's Pen-
sion might be made over to him accordingly to her dying request.

Your Excellency’s Petitioner is of direct descent from the Royal line, and the pledge made by
the British Government to His Illustrious ancestors who have sacrified their means and Blood on
account of the said Government, is a seal which can never be broken by a nation noted for their
Integrity and sympathies for fallen and unfurtunate Royalty, who have been bereft of their Country,

heir Homes and Revenues through the accidents of War. :

The Ceylon Government have up to this period always provided for the Traitor Kin
and who are their Prisoners. Whereas your Humble Petitioner’s family was their devot
well your Excellency’s humble Petitioner trust that his late adopted mother’s Pension mj
ferred on him, and thus relieve them from their sufferings and your Petitioner as in
shall ever Pray.

NEcapraTaMm,
26th April 1857.

mily is very
re unexpres-

g's family,
ed Ally as
ght be con-
duty Bound

(Signed) S. VENKETASAWY Rajah.

From S. VENKETASAWMY Rajah; to His Excellency Sir H. G. WARD

. . y K. G. Cy M. G.?
Governor, Commander-in-Chief and Vice Admiral of Ceylon.

The Humble Memoria] of Venkatasawmy Rajah, adopted son of Letche

Widow of Gallebellysawmy Rajah, Uncle to the late King Moothoosawmy,
Most REspECTFULLY SUEWETII,

That in compliance with the Orders of your Excellency's
Memonialist made several attempts through the Collectors of Tanj
adopted mother’s: Pension in which he has by some unaccountable
from their several endorsements which are submitted, together witl
Collectors for your Excellency’s kind perusal and humane consider

In the addresses thus enclosed your Excellency: will
Humble Memorialist’s claims are founded as well as. the s
the members of his- family and that of the Usurpers
Pensions.

my Davee Amal,
Rajah of Kandy.

Government your unfortunate
ore to obtain as customary his
means failed, as will be seen

t his addresses to the several
ation.

gather the grounds on which your
ev?ral precedents quoted ip which
family receive their adopted  Mather's,
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Your Excellency’s humble Memorialist again begs to observe that his illustrious ancestors
sacrificed their best blood on account of the British Government, and the pledge given by Lord
North that the English Government would for ever protect them, is of itself a sufficient ground
for one so nearly connected by blood as your Memorialist is to the late King to lay claim to' his

adopted Mother’s Pension.

This Pledge though so solemnly made by the English Government seems scarce to be
noticed, or heeded by the Coliectors, though they are aware that the Kandian Prisoners enjoy a
far higher Pension and Allowances than our family, who have been such faithful Allies to the
British Government. The Collectors seem to think even in the small Allowance enjoyed by your
Memorialist’s family should be curtailed, and it is only by betaking himself to yourExcellency that
he can have any hopes that justice, though tardy, might at last be administered to him, and his
late adopted mother’s Pension granted.

In conclusion, your Excellency’s most humble Memorialist begs to state that adoption is ,
right established by Hindoo Law from time immemorial, and it has in all cases been resorted to
when a male Heir failed in the family. Your Memorialist’s adopted mother was of Royal blood,
her Husband was sacrificed with the late King Mootoosawmy Rajah, and your Memorialist being
of equal Birth to that of the late Lady, besides the nearest of kin, was brought up entirely by her,
and as soon as capable of undertaking the management of her Household, he was duly installed
as her Heir and Representative, and the person on whom it devolved to perform the funeral
rites.

As your Memorialist much fears that he has already intruded too long upon your Excellency’s
time, he begs to close this Memorial with one more citation to those already quoted in the enclo-
sures, that in the Madura Zillah on the 21st December 1856, your Excellency was pleased to
sanction the Pension of Peracanamah (one of the Prisoners) being continued to her. Your Peti-
tioner therefore prays that the same indulgence might be shewn him, and thus maintain the
pledge made to his family with honor and soundness for which the English are so highly
extolled.

This Memorial according to the Established Rules is forwarded through the Collector of
Tanjore, whom your Excellency Memorialist trusts, after what has now been advanced, wilj
support his prayer for the allowance of his late adopted mother’s Pension. Your Memorialist feels
convinced that if your Excellency could only view the misery that has been entailed on the
famnily owing entirely to the accidents of a War undertaken to establish British Supremacy in
Ceylon, your Excellency would not allow him to remain for any length of time a vain supplican
to the generosity of the Government, who now rules and enjoys the Revenues of that ancient soil
and kingdom.

Your Excellency's humble Memorialist must invite your Excellency's attention before he
closes this Memorial to the facts of his family’s cause as recorded by History from which it will be
seen the cowardly manner in which Major Davy handed over his noble Grand Uncle King
Mootoosawmy to the Kandians and his only observation upon such conduct of a British Officer
was “ can it be possible that the powerful Arms of England could fear the measures of the
Kandians,” the delivering up the person who had fled to the British protection as the late King
Mootoosawmy did, that very act alone is sufficient to raise the sympathy of all enlightenegl
Governments towards his family, and who could be expected to sympathize more than your
ixcellency's Government, whose Officer had thus violated all Laws of humanity and honeor, and
brought the family to ruin and misery.

Your Excellency’s Humble Memorialist as in duly Bound,

Shall Ever Pray.
. (Signed) 8. VENKETASAWMY Rgjah.

Nagapatam,
23rd June 1857. [
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No. 41. To THE CoLONIAL SECRETARY AT CoLoMBO, dated 7th July 1857, No. 524.

SIR,

I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council to forward, for the consi-
deration and instructions of the Ceylon Governnent, Copy of
Dated 27th June 1857, No. 702. a letter from the Acting Collector of Tanjore submitting with
observations a Memorial, and its original enclosures, addressed
to His Excellency the Governor of Ceylon by Vencatasawmy Raja, praying for the continuance to
him of the Pension of his adopted Mother Lutchmydavee Ummal, widow of Gallibillysawmy

Raja, Uncle to the late King Mootoosawmy, Raja of Kandy.

(Signed) E. MALTBY,

Acting Chief Secretary.

Exd. J. A. Wilson.
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