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Fort Saint George, Political Consultation, Tth July 1857,

No. 37 From Surgeon E, G. BALFOUR, Government Agent at Chepauk ; to E. MALTBY,
oo Esq., Acting Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated 26th June 1857,

No. 150 of P. C. S.

SIR,

I have the henor to acknowledge receipt of Extract Mim.xtes-of Consultation, No.. 445 of‘.the
10th Instant, in which is referred for my report a comn.lumcatlon from Syed' Taha Sah.lb a.nd eight
others, on the subject of the alteration, recgntly made in the form of the Stipend receipt issued to
the Jaghiredar Stipendiaries. ' - .

2. I would offer as my opinion to the Right Honorable the Governor in Council, that it be re-
turned to the Writers desiring them, in addressing Governfnent to adhere to the .uFual Channe:l of
communication. This course being in strict accordance.thh para: 2 of the Petition Regulations
of Government, which it is very desirable to adhere to with these people.

3. On the subject
1 Fatimah Begum, Nickah Daughter of the Uncle of Syed Talka Sakid. of their complaint, it

2 Aushah Begum, Nickah Daughter of do. do. may ‘be regarded as th'at
3 Furhut Bee, Nickah Widow of do. do. of Syed Taha Sahib
4 Koolsvom Begum Nickah, Daughter of  do. do. alone, the other parties,
5 Mymunut Oon Nissa Nickah Widow . do. do. all Women, being re-
6 Sadot Begum, Sister of Syed Taha Sahib. . la:ted.andconnectedthh
7 Khyr Oon Nissa Begum, Shadee Wife of Syed Taha Sakil. him in t_he degrees as
8 Carcem Oon Nissa Begum, Daughter of  do. do. per margin.

4. The copy sent by them, No. 1, of the form of receipt, hitherto issued to them, is correct :
and it was submitted to Government in my communication, No. 45, dated 3rd April last.

5. During the period of my tenure of office the form of this old receipt has been repente@ly
submitted to me, as highly insufficient, and it has been often reported to me that the community
C ’ =] . . .
have made it a subject of their wit ; while the Right Honorable the Governor in Council will ob-
serve, it is not a receipt at all, and the Persian is headed “ Memorandum.”
. , it is

6. The subject of the form of the Stipend receipts has now been so often before Govern-
ment, that it will be sufficient perhaps to state briefly the whole facts relating to theim.

7. Up to March of this year the Stipend receipts of th‘e Carnatic Stipem%iaries of. 1801, were
prepared by the Sircar and issued under t}}e Seal and Baiz of the Nahob with theislgnatures of‘
the Moonshee of the Sircar and of the Serishtadar of the Khzjmdan. The mech:fmcal labour of
the Agency was limited to my countersigning thes.e, after .audlt,. er'ltry, and recording 'the bearer’s
name. The Stipend receipts of the Carnatic Jaghiredar Stlpendla}qes were prepared in and sent
out by this office, for their owner’s signatures, and were countersigned, &ec., like the others op
their return.

Foreseeing the additional mechanical labour that the cessation of the Niabut would ocea-
sion in the Agency, I prepared and submitted, and received the sanction of Government for, a
form of receipt, so arranged, as, being once written, it would last for three or even more years,
simply by adding paper. There will now be about three thousand Stipendiaries and with the
receipt proposed the mechanigal labour would have been limited to the preparation of three thou-
sand receipts, once in several years : but, from the objections offered to it, that form was, with a
view to conciliate, done away with, and in lieu of three thousand once in several years, the Agency
will now have to prepare and issue three thousand receipts a month : the difference of work from
an issue of three thousand in many years and having to issue as now, three thousand a month is
great, and Syed Taha Sahib would add to this by the issue of one portion of the receipts in one
form, those of the Carnatic Jaghiredar Stipendiaries in a form different from all the others.

8. The Right Honorable the Governor in Council will decide whether there will be any
advantages at all from this course ; or whether the advantages will be such as to compensate for
the additional labour. As Government will recognise that little or more writing in filling up
forms of receipts does not in any way add to my personal labour, the preparation of the same be-
ing the mere mechanical duties of Clerks, I believe myself capable of offering a perfectly unbiass-
£d opinion on the petty subject referred to Government by Syed Taha Sahib.
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Fort Saint George, Political Consultation, Tth July 1857.

ct of the Officer should ever be to keep the mere mechanical
labour at the smallest possible amount, 50 as to allow the largest portion of our time and atten-
tion to be given to the personal audit of the Stipends, and so to watch over the Stipendiaries as to
make them conscious of the Superintendence being active, and incessant. 1 would rather there-
fore keep the receipts as they now are, than have additiorfal Clerks addec‘l to us : and if Stipen-
diaries be permitted as suggested to prepare their own receipts, the labour will be much diminished.

14. I would also add, that what with deaths, acceptances of bonuses, and transfer to other
Stations, the number of Stipendiaries will be diminished a few hundred within the next twelve

ths.
momH (Signed) EDWARD BALFOUR.
Government Agent.
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