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From
E. MALTBY, Egq.,
Acting Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George ;

To
THE SECRETARY TO THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA.

S,
In the communications noted marginally, 2
Letter to Government of India, 14th Novr. 1856, requisition was made by this Government for

From Ditto. 25th ,, legal aid to defend the Suit b ht against tha

Ditto. 23rd Decr. ,, Honorable Company in the Sﬁpr& Court by
Telegram to Ditto. Jany. 1857. Kamatchee Bhoyee, widow of the late Rajah of
From Ditto. 12t ,, Tanjore, and a promise of aid was given on due

information being sent of the time when the
Suit would be brought on to a hearing.

2. 1 am now instructed to state that the Suit is expected to come before the Court.during
the approaching term, which commences on the 18th Proximo ; measures will be taken to postpone
its hearing until after the arrival of the second Mail Steamer from Calcutta, and as the absence
of the Advocate General, and other causes detailed in my predecessor’s letter of the 14th November
last, still render assistance necessary from the Calcutta Bar, the Right Honorable the Governor -
in Council requests that timely arrangements may be made for its being supplied. .

3. The great importance of the principle involved in the case respecting the Supreme
Court’s jurisdiction, makes His Lordship in Council extremely desirous to have the benefit of
the Advocate General, Mr. Ritchie’s, aid on the occasion. That gentleman’s perfect acquaintance
with the details of the Suit, on which he has hitherto advised the Government, added to his
great experience and talents, would be of most essential service, and the case is one which on
political as well as legal grounds requires that the proceedings and rights of Government should
be efficiently defended.

4. The Suit, in fact, is one of imperial interests, and affects the Honorable Company’s Go-
vernment, as respects this Presidency, only in a subordinate degree. Endeavours will doubt-
lessly be made during its hearing to attach the course of public policy recently pursued in
the annexation of native states when their Sovereigns died without leaving direct heirs, and on
account of the influence which this may have on public feeling both here and in England, it is of
the utmost importance that the Company should be well and ably represented. The legal point
involved in the Suit as to the };owér of the Supreme Court to interfere in matters connected with
the political acts of Government, is also of serious gravity, and the Supreme Government would
be exposed to inconvenience and embarrassment from even the temporary establishment of any
precedent giving jurisdiction to the Supreme Court on such occasions, as the example of succes-
ful litigation here would, it must be anticipated, }ead to imitation elsewhere.

5. On these grounds, the Right Honora;blé the Governor in Council earnestly hopes that
Mr. Ritchie's services will be granted, and belizves, from information given by Mr. Boyson, the
Honorable Company's Solicitor, that his stay at Madras would not have to extend beyond a
fortnight.

Fort ST. GEORGE, I have the honor to be,
18¢h June 1857. ' Sir
’

Your most obedient Servant

Acting Chief Sacretary.

P. S.—Should the Plaintiffs fiinally decide not to bring the suit on for hearing in the ap-
proaching term, information will be sent as soon as the point is ascertained.

Exd. H. Morgan.
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