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No. I Read the following letter from Lieutenant A. C. McNEILL, Offg. Agent in the
Hill Tracts of Orissa ; to E. MALTBY, Ese., Acting Chief Secretary to Government,
Fort St. George, dated Camp Ooporobhango, 27th May 1857, No. 100.

SIR,
I have the honor to forward, for the information of Government, copy of m
closures, No. 95, dated the 12th Instant, addressed to the Secretary to the Government of India.

Fort William.

y letter and en-

(Signed) A. C. McNEILL,
Offy. Agent Hill Tracts of Orissa.

From Lientenant A. C. McNEILL, Offg. Agent In the Hill Tracts of Orissa; to CECIL
BEADON, Esq., Secretary to the Government of India, dated Camp Qoporobhango.
12th May 1857.
SIR,

{ have the honor to submit for the consideration of the Right Honorable the Governor Gene-
of the proceedings of this Agency for the past season.

0. 1 ascended the Ghauts on the 15th November and visited the Eastern and Northern Dis-
tricts of the Goomsur Hill Tracts, riz., Hodzoghor, Tentilghur and Koinjeur, at each of these
places T was visited by the whole of the Ooryah and Khond Chicfs. They appeared contented
and happy, and they stated that the Meriah was never mentioned, and that the substitution of the

ral in Council, a narrative

Buffaloe was universal.

3. If extended cult
afforded by a view of the Goomsur Hill Tracts in
which is not easily forgotten, the whole country being one continued stretch of cultivation as far
ach, the crops being principally, Turmeric, Ramtil, and other kinds of Oil seeds.
and cultivated to their very summits. This custom of culti
Tracts, but after one or two crops have been
serted for some fresh clear-

ivation be considered a mark of tranquillity and prosperity, the sight
the months of October and November, is one

as the eye canre
The Hills are also completely cleared
vating the sides of the Hills obtains in all the Khond
raised, the soil is supposed to have lost its fertility, and is generally de
ing, but in Upper Goomsur every available patch of ground is kept under cultivation. This is in
a great measure attributable to the vicinity of the low country and the ready market which the
Khonds find at the weekly fair at Belloogoontah to which they resort in great nuinbers, exchang-

ing the preduce of their Hills for Salt, Tobacco, &c.

4. Annexed and marked 4, is a Traffic Return for 6 months from November 1856 to April
1857, taken on a road sanctioned last year by the Madras Government from Russelcondah, to the
foot of the Coorminghia Ghaut. It was only commenced in September last, and by the end of
November was completed, with the exception of a few Tunnels as far as Moojaguddah, a distance
of 9 miles, and will I hope ’ere the rains commence be open for the full distance of 14 miles. The
tota] Estimate was only Rupees 7000 or Rupees 500 per mile, and Carts will be enabled to traverse
it at all seasons.

5. While in Goomsur, I took the opportunity of visiting the Schools established at Coor-
minghia and Oodiagherry, there was an aggregate attendance of 25 Scholars, those at Coorminghia
heing Khonds and the others Ooryahs, the children of the Bissoyes and other Hindoo Chiefs and
followers. The progress made since my last visit was satisfactory. The Schoolmaster at Coor-
minghia complained of the idleness and irregular attendance of his Khond Pupils, and this I can
easily imagine.

6. I used my best endeavours to induce the Khonds of Hodzoghor and Tentilghur to send
their children also to the Schools established in those Mootahs, but the invariable answer was
s No, we are afraid evil will befal us when our children know how to read and write, we are cul-

tivators of the ground and do not require knowledge. Itis quite sufficient that our Bissoyes

should be learned people.”
7. From Koimnjeur of Goomsur,
all the principal Ooryah and Khond Chi

I next passed into Boad, and at Bondoghur was visited by
efs, on being questioned, they stated that they were pros-
that their crops had been ahundant, and sickness not greater than usual. No quarrels of
ved the peace of the country, and sa‘jd this with regard to the Meriah, that it,

aternal disputes disturt
and its attendant rites had been renounced for ever, and Buffuloes, Goats, &c., were alone sacrificed-

p(‘,rous,
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They were exhorted to remain true to their pledges, and I d¢iq not fail to w
further connexion with the rebel Chockra Bissoye and his followers.

8. From Boad, I next entered Chinna Kimed

arn them against having

In these
at various periods by
ing duly registered were
been made for their future
illance, they run no risk of

s but 213 individyalg purchased
Khonds and Ooryahs, as bond servants were surrendered, and aftoy be

restored in adoption upon the usual Moochilkas ; due provision having
maintenance. Thys placed under Government protection and syrve
being exchanged or solq into other districts,

9. The Schools establish

ed at Koortille ang Nowgaum were
Pupils at the former place is 1

also visited, the number of
1, and at the latter 15

» and composed entirely of Oeryahs.  The

that their villages were at 2 great
distance.

10. Leaving Koortille o the 29t} November, T next passed into the Northern or Maha-
singhy District of Chinna Kimedy, and traversed the Mootahs of Bullugoodah and Barcoomah. |
was also visited at the latter place by the Khonds of Mahasinghy, Rootumgia, Lootungy, and
Boodagoodah, The whole of these Khonds have remained true to thejr pledges, and no new
Meriahs were found ; when questioned regarding their reputed connection with Bungars, the
Ooryah Chiefs, and also the Khonds of Bullugoodah and Barcoomah acknowlédged, that for the

had been in the habit of visiting their villages, selling

i the Khonds and others giving in return Paddy, Raggy;

, but that now
, they were ready to make any agreement, either to expel them by
force from the country, or to seize them ang hand them over to the Sebundy Guard at Mahasinghy.
I accordingly bound down all parties by an oath, which with the Khonds especially is a most bing-
ing one, viz., on a Tiger skin (on which is Placed a sword or battle axe, and some earth) that they
would henceforth have no transactions with these rebels, and that they would use thejr best en-
deavours to seize, or expel them from the country,

1. I had however, shortly previous to this obtained information that
Bungars had formed a Pooto, or Retreat, in the Korakah
Kalahundy, I accordingly marched with g parfy of Sibund
after a long and toilsome march found the Pooto ¢
when anticipating a visit, moved to another Retre
Mats, &c., were found which the Khonds who

a large party of these
Mootah of the Muddenpoor District of
ies to apprehend them, if possible, but
mpty, the Bungars having according to custom
at for the night. Large quantities of Baskets,

accompanied me stated would have been sold for
about 20 or 25 Rupees worth of grain. After being driven from thig Pooto the Bungars formed
another one in the vicinity of Mohungherry also of the Modunpoor District of Kalabundy ; by
a party of Sebundies detached under a Goomastal) sueceeded in capturing 9 of their number,
males and 5 females, and the remainder were driven out of the Karoonde '[‘crritory into that of
Jorasinghy where the Boad Tahsildar has since been tollowing then up.

12.  After leaving Barcoomah, | passed through the |
ited by the whole of the Khond

Yistricts of I’omsungah and Beremul-

s of these extensjve Mootahs, also by those

ges and not g single case of evasion occurres,
ah Mootah, but the owner carnestly solicited
that he was his son, horn to him by a woman who had been pur-
chased as 3 Meriah, ang that having no other children of his own, he would adopt this child as
his son and heir ; he wag accordingly restored in adoption much to the satisfaction of the Magce.

13. While at Beremullickea, I obtained from severy] authentic sources, evidence, fully cor-
roborating the reports made by the Maliah Sirdar in March and April last, viz., that many of the
Khonds had beep in league to attack their Ooryah Chiefs, and expel them from the country ; but

the seizure of Bhulloo Magee, and the subsequent €Xposure by the Dcputy Commissioner of Rai-
poor of the frauq regarding the As an instance of

h(,)w easily the Khond§ may be i any enterprise, or to desist from one deter-
mined on ; ’?he following circumstance may perhaps be considered worthy of note, The Khonds
of Bererullickea Mootah havmg, one day, in the month of April 1856, assembled together to

consult as to what measures they should adopt Coucerning the pew Avatar, » Tiger suddenly
SPrung into the assembly, heir numbers, party immediately started to

urrendered from the Boriki
his restoration on the grounds,

and carried of one of

e
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) e individuals were wounded,
1 2, twe re individuals were :
im but before they could aifect their purposu', f;w't) (rlnothe e e, Tt s &
: 1 ' N - . . .
e of h}ml )tl' d almost immediately trom the injuries in 1; :h; L et the. time
one of whom die i er disposed portion o e o,
) > life ; upon this the bettex I is Tiger was an avenging '
ripple hﬁ" ; . ne, that the omens were bad and thali this 'It;i;et o g mu:h S ool
was not a propitious one, ishth for their disobedience, tha 1 : ein
e N /ing day a deputation o
et t by the Sircar to punis ‘ el o the following . i
{spirit) sen be all des accordingly ] : tation of the
. . destroyed, : i oscede wi
e e “;uld ?‘e'd Patro or Hindoo Chief entreating him to in
tef K s wal their
Chief Khonds waited on
| | istri hundy or
e 1 t wrocceded to the Oorladhoney District of Kala y
nex p‘n\ ee

h Dd
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revalie da C y ear or restralnt
e ]‘Pd, an 11 the hlef I(h()ndb Vlblted me Wlt]l()]l( an I r

but better counsels | fact, that they had removed all
nt petter

iliti as evident, from the emoved al
i nedit: ostilities, was evl ) . . they had remon
AT medltdtedth Pootoosj or Retreats in the hills, this they v
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and other propert)

Bissoye, who
i 's or followers of Chockro ;
} sresentations and advice of the Bu'ngalst(;rem oo o p
. ) e ° ,
to do owing to tu}a lell(} onds to rebellion, and by promising e hene el o

veiting the B0 or the seisure al .
KAv—— ‘hich 1 adopted for ) in led away by evil coun-

. the measures wil Chonds from being again lot ”
the Country, but : revent the Khon ) roondee,who joined

' e P ah of Karoondee,
o ; e h'tllq I’Tll‘ee Oodita Pretaub Deo, the Raja

< any interviews wi

sels. T had many 1

ispersi Bungars,
about dispersing these .
L he entered hearily /o Y arr%ng:}ine;t(ikril'hh, and one in the Oorakiah
»y and } ! S e "
me at Qorladhoney e or Pickets, 0

¥ i a4t I]Shln
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ng the 10
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their grain

mentioned in para :

and promised to establish twov
Mootah, with the view of pre

chur
. Y. . i s Country of Lunkaghur,
themselves in the country I next entered the wild mountainous C y

ladhoney, ne

15. From Oor

F Kooti igging Khonds ; no portion of
i e ime y I_\Ootlah' O'r df?l?éi? in the scason 1852-33 ;
Bondringhiee, and Jhn})d“r}]};’ yart of Chinna Kimedy, smce'I v151tfe'( e e Oaria
the Ageney had tr;u-ol.-se('l tpvs 1 also the only ones of Chinna I\lme1 );hovu“h e e i
the Khonds of this District (;\ elii oy Camp I s, an atten?pt i sy
heney and Bokrikiah Khon (51 red themselves at Qorladhoney, still anty I A
wards unconditionally surrende B e eably e brought me (l) o it s
their own Country 1asﬁ year jf’ou with the groatest alacrity, one Magee a (‘)ln;l (;Vice gf he Summons
They visited me on t}:lsdot?xc utai;)‘léy had been last year led a\lzvay b)livtel';ed(l\:, e ot on » Tiger
o the rese ccasion bound themse own by ng on @ Liger
Khonds, they however on the 1l)lu'>::'1:;tc: remain loyal and true to the bn;ar.ui‘lizlgonfepChamcter'
O e e et Z;IW;S Goddamajee, a most turbulent an (11d ey
L bath Gorgahe ab?ve Sm'te re unanimous in stating that there woged e no trandulliy e
D o i;“fl gxlw:o(:;lzs He has accordingly been apprehen :
long as he remained in the .

to attend.

1 1 of ¢l Cutcherry Esta-
o county: ny, I d puted Sirdar Kristna Row with a portion of the
i e
16. From Jhirpanny,

Istri imedy ; also the
i aini cts of Chinna Kimedy;

. of Sebundies, to visit the remaining Dlst:; o it Kimoly s o the
blishment, and a party v+ while I turned in a North Easterly l;;e om0 Bhoory and Moonds,

e Lo i i o ha .
schond Tracts ?fLJL-‘,;enlu;r of Karoonde, inhabited by Khonds ;ve 1 e betoreboen e

M e o Issi Sircar or surren J
it th ; 1 bmission to the Sirca . rbidden in the other por-

' T tons ted had ceased since forbidde ' .
neither had they . - sacrifice they state ' | » e ol pr
as very satisfactory, s since Tobidden .
ol ahe Kuron E?t Zemindary, and though they at first de however rZstored in adoption at
tions of the Karoonde 111- surrendered 15 individuals, .who wu‘e\I vever testored n adoption a
~ossession, they even‘tuﬂ‘ N compunction in thus restoring these ] elm arative?y s was the
K} (el 110 np © AR
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v oround, and are Ly ,
fer their graun - e an
aeerdar of Lunjeegiur.

j0i by
D: p T I yas omed A
L n i h 0 ty, I pro ded to l)au o0r where W J
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affairs in Toomnool, a detailed account will therefore b

not be out of place. Asin 1852-53, so in 1856-57 i u,nneFessary.here, but a few remaks may

confusion. : ’ M) the Zemindary is in a sts an: :

attribut(:(l]j :;;d tt}ilee Iﬁfs({).glf exaspex:ated at the Rajah of Karoonde, to fvhom, as ;ll:eo (l)lf;sqfr';glce}:y t}::d

the authority of the Tai lIl{n?shWhI-Ch have befallen the Thaut Rajah branch of the family ’Th:t

doubt that the Rajah of J 2jah will not be acknowledged is evident, and there appears but litle
J eypoor is prepared to protect by force his claim to Kassipoor( as Jeypoor

S 11, h J B y y aving l)ee]l l“veste(l \'i tll(} lSt I ebru
o the I llaut I{a ah Sree ) d Ilauth SIII(’ h
el ) lth a Saree on

18. At Toomnool isi
they have remainod tmelt\(r)vel; :ilfl;)(;;ldl)g}; :esll;ltyt}tl};:, :lv‘l(xlolc tof tllxebChief Khonds of that Zemindary,
: s id not exhibi : :
Fr;ll‘::; f:z :::a?:i)‘zr;(ﬁzntth; tI;honds of other Districts, and thouglltl the e rankiess In thelr re-
and all its rites, still they evinie(:lrde:)s (;)lf the Sircar regarding the relinquishment of the Meriah,
human sacrifices. 1 may mention at ey COnceal.ed distrust of the efficacy of antmal, instead of
sheep were now offered to the earth Wodetances in proof on being questioned, they stated, that
killed with the same knives which hg(ZI dess, but that the flesh was not eaten, as the animals werc
directed the immediate and uncond; y been formerly used when celebrating human sacrifices, I
thereof clasp knives of the s Colr(l; 1(t110nal surrende}' of the sacrificial knives and issued in lieu
2t the same time enjoined on ;118 lnh as had 'been given to the Khonds of the other Districts, and
of Goomsur, Boad &n. v lem the necessity of following the good example set by the Khonds
offered to the eal'th’god'(,less aS Wa}’; eat the flesh of the Buffaloes, Goats, &c., which were now
that on the occasion of tlu; D ‘0011 ‘one, .th.e Government Manager of Tooamool, informed me
Khonds asked him [the Man “L\I.’“ty Comm}3319ner of Raipoor visiting T'ooamool last July, the
fice Meriahs would be ¢ ager] to ascertain from the Commissioner whether permission to sacri-
uld be granted, or that the orders of the Maliah Agent would be supported

19. From
Visited by t}:‘:{;} 11.; (l)l(;allx;o?lil I proceeded to Joonnaguddah, and thenceto Nowrungpoor, where I was
ajah of Tooamool, with whom and his advisers, I had many conversations

they have assured me that they q pp o
1 remain utet a.lld Of{e
wll T NO O osition to tlle Olders Of the De
puty COHHmSSlOlleI, and wlll dblde by the declslon Of the GOVCIllmellt

hey were profuse in their pro-

20, ine Now
where(ihe Isfri\;lr;%ai(;v;‘ r::fpc})lor on the.e 20th J:?nuary, I proceeded to the Khuzba of Jeypoor,
il contim e e o rchy allld misrule still prevails; murders, dacoites, and assassination
notios a8 having Occur,r el ze:;:anﬁ)iseesr:; (})):rsoTnsl sa]a.(criﬁced as sorceresses were brought to my
e .

admit of: my visiting those Districts, as it would :e((;:;irsé t:: turtx}(;?vil;::ilnz:or(t)f t?e e
months in t,he year efficiently to supervise the flat Talooks of Jeypoor alos . O?e e for &
last season’s proceedings, I had the honor to bring to the notice of Govemmne.t | . ovi rePOF.t of
of th: race of Pro.fessional thieves called in Jeypoor Khongars. 1 thisesl:eastolrf :]Yll'tpflac“ces
r’}?;; s:alt(u}:: ;:rgsax;(i;ng th;au‘ p(;'(;)ceedmgs, some of which may perhaps be considered 1icnltzrc:t]ia:xnny
per annum tobthe RajalI:pe:r)Zrel Ch);;tltl)x:hlg:: a%l Pe"; I’l‘; of Jeypoor and pay a pall-tax of one Rup;:
eldest son of the Jeypoor Rajah do not con’sid:z: i;l ie‘lls:lva:h:if; lj;’w’:ungpoor: fllsf) e J()Ograj o
number of them. Parties of Khongars respectably d lé_lmt)f to retain in ther service
frequent the. dfforent. fors b g pectably dressed and disguised as travelling merchants
_ evicinity of Jeypoor, and often proceed as far as the o in

Chutteesghur, others again proceed to the To., proceed as far as that of Rajam in
tam, where they enter into fictitious dealings wictﬁmi\tdr:haoj;ls)a::;t)l,g?r, Taienagrin, Visagepe

- s ing no
:ﬁzp::::‘l’);lsxtg f’f the supposed traders, suffer for their credulitly by beinggrob;:;s t(i):r;: s‘:}sxpec? the
1 eing perfectly safe as soon as they enter Jeypoor Territory g the night,
21. Some idea may be formed of the i i . i

I state, that a yearly contract obtains in J eyif)zfd:;;(l):§ t;(;m:l Il{t:f;ln rlz?; t(}}"S ?a'l,wless ra.ce When
1,000 to 3,000 Rupees per annum, and which is entirely obtained from {t-)h 100'4 wveruging from
pert}t stol(?n by Khongars ; numerous Bunjaries complainéd to me that wi ey proceeds of pro-
transit duties amountimg to 123 Rupees per hundred Bullocks, for passing t}e:r‘f:xs ;heiy f;t ey
try, that they would willingly pay double that amount if they were only gﬁarantegd - i o
the Khongars. The Ooriahs and Khonds also of every District were unanilrr:!oupr'mectlor'1 oen e
they would be far better off, if they paid double their present rent; and were )ro:e(::eds:‘atmg that
depredators, than pay the amount at present demanded and be at the same tinr left o tht?se_
of these Thieves. e el to the mercies

e £ e S P T T S T T e R
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22 Many were the complaints made to me

Rs. A. P. by Bunjaries and other traders of the amount of
* At Raighur of Jeypoor.......... 2 4 0 transit duties which they had to pay between the
,  Cassipoor............ .o 6 0 0 coastand Chutteesghur amounting as they stated
»  Mohulputna.........c.cco..ein 6 0 0 to the sum of Rs. 256-4-0, on 100 Laden Bul-
, Ampauny of Kalahundy...... 2t 0 0 locks, the rates being as per margin.* In addition
w Bindra Nowaghur............. 18 0 O to which a further charge was made at Ryaghur

»  Chutteesghur................... 200 0 0 whileon their way to the coast for Salt.

23. From Jeypoor which Ileft on the 4th
Total Co’s Rs... 256 4 0 February, I proceeded through the hitherto unvi-
sited Districts of Pootyadeso, Sorrobisse, Korkah-
puttah, Jhoomkah and Ryaguddah. Through-
Male and Female prevails to a very considerable extent. I
of the Khonds inhabiting these Mootahs, and they at once
still prevalent amongst them. The reasons which lead
to it are, however, different from those which influence the Khonds of the Sooradah Tracts;
amongst these latter poverty is the sole cause, whereas in Jeypoor the Khonds are comparatively
civilized and well off ; the manner in which it is performed is as follows.
1 that part of the country is sum-
f the new born Infant. The As-
and also a Pungee, or book

out these Talooks infanticide both
was visited by the greater portion
frankly acknowledged that infanticide was

When a child is born a Jauny or Dessaury as he is called i
moned, and consulted by the Parents as to the future prospects o
ended avocation, consults the Horoscope,
hich are written certain sentences, intermixed with rudely drawn
some of which are supposed to represent good
an Iron or Bone style, is inserted at ran-
fixes the fate of the child. If the God,

trologer, for such is his pret
formed of Cadgan leaves on w
figures of Gods, Goddesses, Demons, and Devils,
and some evil. After certain ceremonies are performed,

dom into the Pungee, and the figures to which it points,
Goddesses, or other sign represents good the Infant is spared; but if on the other hand it be one

foreboding evil, the doom of the child is fixed, the Dassawry stating that the child if allowed to
live will be the source of evil to the Father, Mother, Relations, or Village community, as the case
may be, or that murrain will attack the cattle or that long years of drought will ensue. The point
of the compass from which the evil would ensue is also stated. The living Infant is then placed
in a new earthen Vessel, the mouth of which is closed with alid on which a small quantity of Rice
and some flowers are placed ; the Vessel is then marked with alternate vertical streaks of black and
red, removed to the point of the compass indicated by the Dessawry and there buried. A fowl is
then sacrificed over the spot. These Dassawries are genera
illiterate and ignorant men, who obtain their livelihood by thus working on the credulity and su-
perstition of the Khonds. In Koraka Puttah and Joomkah the Dessariries are Khonds, and do
not use a Punjee, but by a rude calculation, ascertain the position of some of the planets, and
pretend to calculate their probable influence. In these two last named Talooks, the infunt is not
placed in an Earthen Vessel, but wrapped in a cloth and then buried.

24. The Pootiah Deso and Soorabisse Talooks are elevated and very highly cultivated, being
from 3000 to 3500 feet above the level of the Sea, while some of the Hills or Spurs are upwards
of 4000 feet in height. There is little or no Rice cultivation, the crops being almost entirely Oil
Seeds and pulses, the country being an undulating plain intersected by narrow deep valleys, all of
which contain valuable streams of water which with a little care and attention, and by the expen-
Jiture of a comparatively trifling sum of money, might turn the Districts into rich paddy -cultiva-
tion. The soil being a very deep and luxuriant red clay mixed with sand, and many of the Hills
are composed with laterite, interspersed wih red sand stone abounding with Iron ore.

25. Korokaputtah and J oomkah on the other hand are mountainous and in their general
features differ but slightly from all the other Khond Districts being very jungly and unhealthy.

26. The Khonds also are of the same race as their neighbours of Kassipore and like them,
the habit of sacrificing Meriahs whom they invariably purchased in that Zemindary, but

were in
urred in Korokaputtah since the rite had been puta stop to in

no instances of sacrifice have occ
Kassipoor.

27. From Koraka
Talooks of Jeypoor, an

puttah and Jhoomkah I nextproceeded to Ryaguddah, one of the flat
d which is at present under attachment by the Agent to Government at

lly of the Ooryah or Dooliah race,
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Vizagapatan.

In Ryaguddah

as elsewhere Infanticide still prevails, but the Khonds bound
themselves to renounce the

habit for ever, and | have no doubts as to the results, as they are a highly

CIVillze(l. race 'when compared with their neighbours and they talk both Qoriah and Teloogoo
fluently in addition to their own language. .

28.  Leaving Ryaguddah, I passed through the Doorgi Mootah of J eypoor. where I was
visited by the whole of the Chief Khoonds. Infanticide is unknown amongst them, forming as
they do a portion of the sacrificing tribes of J eypoor. They have remained true to their Pledges
and all their restored Possiahs of former seasons were brought up for inspection.

R9.  From Doorgi, I passed through the Khond

! Mootahs of Goodairy of Jeypoor and Pani-
goondah of Chinna Kimedy,

where every thing was quiet and the Khonds contented and happy.

30. Captain MacVicear was visited by nearly the whole of the Khond tribes
se\ieral cases of Infanticide which has recently occurred were brought to his notice
guilty parties have been apprehended and are now under trial.

31l.  Enclosed is a return shewing the number of Male and Female children in the different
Mootahs, 8 years of age and under ; by which it will be seen, that the number of Female children
reared within the last 12 months is 202, the number of Males for the same period being 277, the
corresponding number for last season being 318 Females against 252 Males, great care having been
taken to have the Return carefully preparéd it is satisfactory to perceive the gradual increase in the
number of Female children reared for the last 4 years, the Returns for the last 2 seasons in parti-
cular showing a decided improvement.

of Sooradah,
, most of the

32. The total number of Meriahs rescued this scason is 58, and of these only 7 were brought
to the low country as their former owners were not anxious for their restoration ; 227 Possiahs or
persons bought for a price and reared as Agrarian slaves were registered and restored to their

owners on the usual Moochilkas, I was also visited by the Chief Khonds of 886 villages com-
prising 135 Mootahs or 12 Talooks.

33. The Schqol which has lbeep established at Ooporobha,ngo in the low country of Goom-
sur for the benefit of the Meriah cultivators has succeeded very well and the progress made by the
Scholars is most satisfactory, there is an attendance of 27 Meriah pupils, who are at present taught
Ooriah, and I have removed all the unmarried Female Meriahs from Tooradah where they have
hitherto been located and established them at Ooporobhango where the younger children attend
the School.

31. We have this season had more than the usual amount of sickness, and though I have
myself personally escaped, still the Company of the Ist M. N. I., forming my Escort suffered
severely, the Doctor in Medical charge died at Joonnagudda on the 4th J anuary from the effects
of the climate, and the whole of the Cutcherry Listablishment also suffered much from fever.

(Signed) A. C. McNEILL,
Officiating Agent Hill Tracts of Orissa.
(True Copy.)
(Signed) A. C. McNEILL,
| Officiating Agent Hill Tracis of Orissa.
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(Signed) A. C. McNEILL,
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Camp Ooporobhaugo,
12th May, 1857
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Fort Samt George, Polztzcal Consultatzon, 23rd June 1857. T §
No. 12. 'ORDER THEREON, No. 467 ; dated 18th June 1857. V3077
Ordered to be communicated to the Agents in Ganjam and Vizagapatam. p
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Exd. J. A. Wilson.
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