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wsultation, 2nd June 1857

Fort Saint George, Political Cos

No. 27. Read the following letter from Surgeon E. G. BALFOUR, Government Agent at
Chepauk ; to E. MALTBY, Esq., Acting Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George,
dated 30th May 1857, No. 112.

SR,

Para: 1. In Extract Minutes of Consultation dated the 15th Instant, No. 382, the Right
Honorable the Governor in  Council fully concurs in the opinion of the Chief Commissioner of
Police as to the non-necessity of forming a Police Station within the ground of the Chepauk Palace,
and inquires of me why I recommended the same. 1T regret that I have not been favored with
the views of the Chief Commissioner of Police which have been satisfactory to Government against
a compliance with the suggestion in my letter of the 2nd Instant, but I would mention that, when,
in the communication just referred to, I applied for a Police Station, I made a wrong request, and
my application should have heen for Constables to keep the Peace.

2. The Palace grounds are in the very centre of this city ; and of a part of it requiring
watching. They are very extensive, being 589 yards from East to West, and 1033 yards from
North to South. 443 Houses, valued at Rupees 70,000, are built within the grounds, and the
number of Residents there is 2,200, Notwithstanding all this the Chepauk Palace grounds have
never yet been regularly visited by the Police; and, from the long exemption from their inspec-
tions, there was an evident impression abroad that the Police could not enter there.

3. On the 2nd and {th Tnstant, the following scene occurred, and I am authorized by the
Dewan of the Durbar to state that he considers he would have been grievously maltreated, if he
had ventured amongst these men, without protection : for, even with the protection of 8 or
Constables, the men jumped upon and kicked his palanquin. I go more than that; I think that
his life would have been sacrificed, had he, at any time between the hours of 3 and 5 ». M. of the
1th Instant, ventured amongst these excited men, who, with the intention of only perhaps
ill-treating him, would have failed to remember the effects ofill-treatment on a person of the
advanced years of this aged man. Their anger against him continugs, because of the prevaij-
ing belief that it was he who led to their being disarmed on the 27th October last, and nothing
that I can tell them, and I have done so repeatedly, will disabuse them of this idea.  So late as
the 2nd Instant, they asked me in a body, if I had been the cause. T told them atl, openly,
while all were near me, what I did on the 25th, 26th, and 27th October last; that T still thougl:t
that it was a very proper act; but whether a good or a bad one, I alone was the person for them
to praise or blame,

4. At2p. wm. of Saturday the 2nd Instant, a small body of the discharged Soldiery of Ilis
Highness the lite Nabob, presented themselves at the Agency, and demanded of me to hear them
as a body, through Talib Beg their Agent. This I declined doing, but intimated that any
individual might come forward with his own representation, and a few did present themselves
with matters so trivial as to be clearly mere pretence for the advance of some other object.  The
body shortly became boistcrous, and after being repeatedly informed that any individual 5
representation would be listened to, the Agency doors were, by my orders, closed. in order to
allow the work within to be carried on without their interruptions.  As this course only vendered
them more clamorous, and seemed to convey to them the notion that they were inspiring alarn,
[ re-opened, wide, the door close to my own desk, which they immediately blocked up, and
loudly clamoured for arrears due to their Ancestors; for their own wages from date of disiissal
till now; for pensions ; and other extravagant demands. There was amongst them an excitement
and excitability which the slightest accident or incident might awake into activity of some kind
and one such occurred in the following manner. There was one Ex-soldier at the door who
ventured to assert that arrears were still due to himself: I immediately ordered him to advanco,
and gave instant instructions to Rajah Futteh Chund. the Mooshrif* of the Bukshee Gheeree, to
produce this individual's Accounts. While these were being searched out this Ex-soldier stood,
alone, in front, neither speaking nor being spoken to.  And at an interval of about four minutes,
apparently appalled by the solemn stillness of the office, he, with a scream indicative of intense
emotion, and exclaiming that he would not stand alone, yushed amongst his comrades, outside,
who as suddenly caught np his excitement and threw themselves and each other into the Ageney,
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