


THE HONORABLE

‘

THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Wi, the Select Committee on the Bill « for repealing Act I of 1844,” have the

10110r T

Petition of Govindar Doss, Soucar horior to report as follows.
and Merchant of Madras, dated 26th
December 1836.

Petition of Soojun Mool Lalah, We have had under consideration the Petitions
Souear of Madras, dated 27th idem.

From Government of TFort Saint
George, dated 18th February 1857,
and enclosures.
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mi]xozr&; eli.xtto, dated 24th idem, and We find that, since ; the publication of this Bill,
the Supreme Court of Judicature at Madras has decided

that Act I of 1844 was a personal Statute, which upon the death of the late Nawaub of

and papers noted in the margin.

the Carnatic ceased to have any operation, It having thus been pronounced judicially
that the said Act is already extinct, it appears unnecessary to repeal it formally.

On the supposition that a law was necessary to repeal the Act, it was intended by
the Bill for thut purpose,to make an exception as to all contracts made, liabilities incur-
red, and acts done, prior 10 the repeal, by persons privileged under the provisions of
the Aect, in accordance with the opinion of the Government of India that great injustice
would be done if the family of the Nawaab were now made liable for debts contracted
ander the law. But as, by the decision of the Supreme Court, it appears that the pro-
tection of the persons referred to was confined by the law to the life-time of the Na-
swaub, it would be virtually to give them a new privilege ex-post-facto to repeal the Act
with an express provision to the same effect as the intended reservation.

D. ELIOTT,
C. ALLEN,

P. W. LeGEYT.

The 4th April 1857.
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*
Nawaub of the Carnatic

Report of the Select Comtittee on the Bill for ’
repealing Act I of 1844,

Presented to the Council on the 4th April 1857,
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